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THE 


ADVENTURES 


OF 


TELEMACHUS. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK XIII. 


ARGUMENT, 


The Baniſhment of PROTESILAS and TIMOCRATES from SALEN- 
TUM for their Treaſons, with the Inſflruftions for recalling 
PrniLoOCLES: the Departure of HEGLtsiepus for that Pur- 
poſe, and the great Reform by MENTOR in IDOMENBUS'S 
Kingdom. 


A Noble ſenſe of ſcorn the king expreſs'd 


Thus ſpeaking, ſince their crimes now ſhock'd his breaſt ; 
And fully he reſolv'd that very hour 
The traitors to deſpoil of place and pow'r: 
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2 TELEMACT HUS. BOOK XIII. 


Yet ſoon, with alter'd tone, reſembling one 

Who valiant to meet danger ſeeing none, 

Beholds the time of peril drawing near, 

Though not with coward dread yet growing fear, 
Relaxes in his wiſh, and dreads to meet, 

At PniLocLEs' return, what oft in CRETE 10 
His errors had induc'd, looks merely cold, 
Occaſioned by thoſe errors manifold ; 

But wholly now incens'd, for life and fame 

Sought by TIMOoCRATES with treacherous aim. 

IJ oven, ' to his wiſe friend the king began: 

That though I ought to love the virtuous man, 

I ſhrink at his return; for long, full long 

Till now have I receiv'd from all the throng 

© Reſorting to my court, the grateful ſtrain 

Of thoſe that from my ſmile derive their gain: 20 
* And ſuch a flattering ſtyle, full well, I know 
Stern Py1LOCLES with them will ne'er beſtow : 
How oft has he reprov'd me, though aſide, 
With language that I thought the effect of pride ?'— 
Thus IpouEN ; to whom, with accent grave 


But courteous, this ſage anſwer MENTOR gave. 


Ap know you not,' he faid, that they whoſe youth 
Court flatterers have debarr'd from hearing truth, 
With 
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BOOK xIII. TELEMACHUS. 3 


With arrogance ſuppoſe, what void of fear 
Wiſe counſellors impart, at beſt auſtere. 30 


Nay faithleſs to their prince account the few, 


That ſcorning adulation- dare be true. 

In brief to ſpeak the whole, ſtill doubts your mind 
But that in every truth, a thorn kings find, 

Kings, who ſeduc'd by flattery look on all, 

Save adulation's ſtrain, as bittereſt gall? 


Bor farther let our argument proceed 

Than abſolute ſtrict truth perhaps would lead ; 

And PniLocLEes be what your conſtant fear 

Of probity has thought, I mean auſtere ; 40 
This grant we, and with thought profound then weigh, 

It doubt on ſuch a ſubject can bear ſway, 

On whether of theſe Two as ſuited more 

To ſerve him, ſhould a king his favour pour ; 

A good man in reproof, oppos'd to ONE 

Who ſpeaks but to betray with flattering tongue ? 

Go through the world, and of all human kind 

Where ſhall our ſearch Ons wholly blameleſs find; 

And where we lee no other failing ſpring, 

Sure, that of ſpeaking truth, though to a king, 50 
Is of the catalogue, what leaſt of all 

Men ſhould a fault imagine, or ſo call: 
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But let me mend my ſpeech, and rather ſay, 


That harſhneſs, when kings once have gone aſtray 
As you have, more perhaps than other men, 

Not blame deſerves but praiſe, ſince needful then. 
For ſave ſuch only, as bold truths dare tell, 
None can from monarchs' breaſts the bane expel, 
When flatterers, for their own vile purpoſe, there 
Working like miners, have employed their care, 
By certain but ſlow hand, to ſap the ſprings 


Of virtue, that alone ennobles kings. 


“VV EA EN Ee OOO OO OO ST eee 


Deceiv'd as you have been, a man you need 
Words bitter when pronounc'd to ſpeak indeed, 
But in their conſequences, fit alone 

To counteract paſt crimes, and fave your throne : 
And PHiLOCLES is he; like whom, a ſtate 
However fam'd its king, however great, 
One only let it have, and he is far, 

More happy than the reſt of mortals are. 
What pity is it not, O monarch, then, 

For you and your domain, that baſeſt men 
The opprobrium I might ſay of all their race, 
Who in their ſhame alone their glory place, 
Should of a bleeding kingdom's trophies ſhare, 
And be allow'd each honour here to wear, 
While the juſt PnuiLocLEes in need, you ſay, 
Life's burthen drags along from day to day.“ 
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AT this the ſenior ceas'd, and fraught with ſhame 


That ſuch a one ſo long, though void of blame, 80 
Had ſuffer'd the worſt ills, with ſpeed the king 


Bade HI Es Tus his chief-guard come in. 


He heard his king and came; to whom began 


IpoukNxEus, rejoicing the good man. 


FRIEND,“ ſaid the king, and thus addreſſing one 

Prov'd ſuch in all his hand and heart have done, 

Let me employ that name z—yes, void of fear, 

Friend, once more I repeat, with joy come near; 

For taught by this juſt man to guard my will 

Miſcounſell'd till this hour from future ill, 90 
As hitherto, no more I bid thee go 

Vice to exalt, and probity lay low, 

But by ſurprize to ſeize the traitor-Pair 

That in their country's ſpoils together ſhare, 

And manacled on ſhip-board, bear away 

To Samos? ſea-girt land without delay. 

Your wonder in your looks I notice friend, 

But all as I have ſaid do I intend: 

Yes, gladdening you once more, again I ſay 

To Samos, whither brought with proſperous way 100 
Our common foes debark, and finding then 

Juſt PuiLocLEs, the juſteſt ſure of men 
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As now I muſt confeſs, from me entreat 

He would forget the wrongs ſuſtained in CRETE, 
And Samos” ifland quit, that future time - 

May ſee him fately breathe SaLENTUu's clime, 
Recover'd to his king, that king who now 


Repents of what is paſt, —the gods know how.” 


THE virtuous man gave ear, while wonder mix'd 


With tranſport, to the ſpot his perſon fix'd, 
Till finding words he ſaid: And can it be?—. 


But I depart, rejoic'd this day to ſee. 

For now, a glorious deed, dread fire, you do 

And to your breaſt each ſubject bind anew, 

While ſuch a traitorous Pair you chaſe away, 

A Pair that have ſo long uſurp'd their ſway. 

Twice twenty years, and more a wretched land 

Has groan'd beneath the weight of their hard hand; 
Twice twenty years, and more that hand has borne 
Their inſults and yet ſcarce preſum'd to mourn, 

So inſolent their pride! if one drew near 


Save only by their means to gain your ear.“ 


To this the gracious Sage: * That time, dear friend, 


Who piouſly thus weep, is now to end: 
Mean while, good honourable man, with you 
This happieſt of all days I joy to view.“ 
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* But,” noting each in turn, dread ſovereign, this 

* Grant,* went he on, * nor think I a& amiſs. 

* IvomENEvs' high will make haſte to do, 

* My virtuous, my brave friend, and brother too, 

* Yet Samos when you leave, conduct not here 

* This PriLoCLEs, this friend to truth ſincere, 

* But voyage to the port, where beſt by land 

* Your paſſage you may ſhape to gain the band 

* By IrnHacus led forth; for much, O king, 

Great as Example's ſway has always bin, 

Shall PmiLocLEs inſtruct your leader's mind, 

And he, when in the field both hoſts are Join'd, 

* While every where prevail ſhouts, groans, and cries, 

* By ſuch a warrior taught, more valiant riſe.” 
IdomENEvUs approves ; and once again 

Sage MENTOR thus aſſumes the careful ſtrain : 


Tuts do then, and when once you gain the land 


Where ITHacus commands his choſen band, 


If PyiLocLEs but deign conſent to go; 

(If he but deign ?—He. will ; he muſt, I know, 
Should HEeGEs1PPUs plead what virtue can 

To bend as he would wiſh the 20e man)— 


Commend me to my ſon; and not alone 


Let PuiLoCLEs the words of truth make known, 
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* To counſel what is fit, but you as well 
Inſtruct him how his youth may beſt excel; 
* For ſure, or I miſdeem, in equal part 

* Your virtue ſhall avail to form his heart.“ 


He ended, when with prayer beſought the king 
On Heces1eevs? courſe, heaven's guardian wing, 
Then to the chief went on: * Employ whate'er 
Fits thy great embaſly, and nothing ſpare : 
* What further need I add? Employ in fine 
As thou thinkeſt meet thy ſpeech, and deem it mine.” 160 


So ſaying, the ſhort converſe here had end; 
When IpomeN rejoin'd his godlike friend: 
And inſtant from the dome they bent their way, 
The city to inſpect, the port, the bay, 
And country, that whatever wrong was found 
Might be at once reform'd the region-round. 
While, ſince commiſſion'd thus, in no leſs haſte 
His progreſs from the dome the Other trac'd, 
And glorying in his errand ſtrode along, 
Firſt taking a choice troop, reſolv'd and ſtrong ; 170 
Of which he form'd two parties, ſending one 
TIMOCRATES to ſeize, and that once done, 
Conduct him to the beach, while be, his road 
Urg'd forward to PRoTEsILAS' abode. 


MAGNIFICENT 
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MAGNIFICENT the pile its aſpect rear'd, 
And like a ſecond regal dome appear'd. | 
Himſelf, prepar'd to bathe, was in his hall, 
Of wide extended floor and lofty wall, 
Where, in luxurious leiſure laid along, 
With ſupercilious glance he view'd the throng, 180 
Obſervant by his looks their own to frame, 
And, when he ſmil'd or frown'd, do juſt the ſame. 


Bur ever as he ſpoke, ere yet the word 
Could iſſue from his lips or well be heard, 
They join'd in his applauſe, and tribute paid 
Rather to what he purpos'd than had ſaid, 
When HeGesieevs, with his guard, ruſh'd in, 
Aſtoniſhing the crowd that flock'd within, 
When forth the royal ring he brought to view, 
His warrant for the deed he meant to do, 190 
And on the traitor ſuddenly laid hand, 
Declaring he was bound for Samos? ſtrand ; 
Words, which when firſt they ſtruck the priſoner's ear, 
Up roſe he from his ſeat with trembling fear, 
And like a rock, whoſe ſummit, tempeſt torn, 
Down down into the deep at once is borne, 
So likewiſe fell his pride, and no one now 
Draws near him to compoſe his alter'd brow. 


C With 


i] 
5 
q 

't 
18 

| 

4 


10 TE LEM ACH Us. BOOK XIII. 


With tears, that, when he ſpeaks, expreſſion drown, 
e ſcorns not, as a ſuppliant, to fall down 200 
At Hxrslppus' feet, and ſtrives in vain 


10 finiſh the halt form 4 imperfect ſtra in: 


While no one that looks on, and ſees his fall 
350 ardently beſought of heaven by ALL, 
But vented in loud ſtrains his ſmother'd flame, 


And with a heart of hatred curs'd his name. 


WHILE as for HEGEsIPPUs ;—well he ſhow'd 
What duty to the ſtat: he thought he ow'd, 
Nor gave his priſoner time that he might bid 
One ſoul farewell his ftamily-amid ; 210 
Or of his papers take whate'er he knew 
Might to divulge his treaſons lend a clue. 
All all at once were ſeiz'd, and borne with ſpeed 
For IpouEN himſelf to ſee and read. 
That done, they bring him forth, and ſhape their way, 
As previouſly enjoin'd, to gain the bay. 


Wurkr ſpeedily arriv'd, they meet his friend 
At Samos too ordain'd his days to end: > 
United in one fate, together Both 
Mount the tall galley's fide, however lothe, 2.20 


At HEGESIPPUS' nod, the ſailor-band, 


Repairing all on board, unmoor from land, 
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And through the main direct their paſſage o'er, 
Soon leſſening to the multitude on ſhore. 

While ruſhing through each ſtreet, another crowd, 
With ſhouts of frantic tranſport long and loud, 
Cry, © FREEDOM,” with one glad conſenting voice, 
* Friends, countrymen, and kin, All All rejoice, 

© PROTESILAS Is gone, the common foe 


* That you and yours long trod upon, laid low !' 2.30 


THE triumphs of the throng, thus echoing round 
The ſpacious city's walls with joyful ſound, 
Pervaded the king's ear, where then apart 
To MENTOR he made known his inmoſt heart. 
With tranſport he was fill'd at length to find 
Two baniſh'd, by ſuch dangerous friendſhip join'd, 
When his late theme the carctul ſage renew'd, 
And the great day's great buſineſs thus purſu'd. 
* Enough,” ſaid he, of them: their pow'r is o'er 
* You or your realm to cauſe one trouble more: 240 
* Let us inſtead ſum up your people's ilate, 
Diſtinguiſh'd into poor, rich, ſmall, and great, 
And ſee if their life's means they waſte in ſloth, 
Or diligently tend their riches' growth. 
* Let us enumerate All here dwelling found, 
And All too that poſſeſ the country round; 
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Of labourers fix the amount among theſe men, 

And puſhing our reſearch ſtill further then, 

* As juſtly as we .can, compute what ſtore 

* Grow in your fields, and what your vineyards pour, 250 
This knowing, we may judge how far the foil 

* Yearly brings forth, if till'd with proper toil, 

The wants of your own ſtate to furniſh firſt, 

Then paſs to other ſhores by trade diſpers'd. 

* Your ports too let us view, and with like care 

| * Obſerve what barks you have at anchor there.'— 

He finiſh'd, and his progreſs thither bent ; 

Arrived, on board each ſhip in order went; 

Enquiring from what coaſt they voyag'd there ? 

How long they meant to ſtay, and deſtin'd where? 260 
''F What goods they had on board from every ſhore ? 


| What different kinds of ware moiſt value bore? 

ll What, ſpent on every voyage, was the ſum 
| By veſſels that were wont to go and come ? 

if | | What ſchemes prevail'd for partnerſhips in trade? 
| What ſtatutes to direct thoſe ſchemes were made? 


| Thoſe ſtatutes too, if burthenſome or juſt, 
Z And hurting or promoting public truſt? 
| This wholly, and much more, even all beſides 


= Avoidable or not that trade betides, 270 
Examin'd the great ſage with ſearch profound, 

The baſis of that trade intent to ſound, 

0 Or, 
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Or, by wiſe regulations, ward in time 
Deſtruction from thoſe men, whoſe darling crime 
The avidity of wealth, full well he knew 

Their daring ſpirits prompt ſuch acts to do, 

As caution would diſclaim, and plunge in ſchemes 


More viſionary far than mad men's dreams. 


Or thoſe who, not through others, came to break, 
A warning he advis'd that law ſhould make; 280 
For not to treat them harſhly, ſuch,” ſaid he, 
From fraud in their tranſactions may ſtand fre-, 
Vet by their raſhneſs, as too oft 'tis found, 
* Spread ruin like a peſtilence around.” 
Nor ſtopp'd the ſenior here , but ſtatutes plann'd 
Which faithfully obſerv'd throughout the land, 
From bankruptcy would fave each honeſt man: 
And puſhing farther ſtill his godlike plan, 
Fit rulers ſet aloft, with heedful view, 
O'er merchandize to watch, and ſettle too 290 
Whate'er belong'd to trade, in whom beſide, 
As in his friends, each merchant ſhould confide ; 
His property make known from year to year, 
Expenditure, receipt, and profits clear; 
And, who commiſſion'd to that end by law, 
Th' unbounded wiſh of gain betimes to awe, 
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In partaerſhip might bid all ſchemes be done 

Too mighty for the head and funds of one. 
Excepting theſe wiſe checks, and theſe alone, 

The ſage would have no clogs on commerce thrown ; 300 
And far from loading trade with heavy dues, 

Such as in every land that trade muſt bruiſe; 

He counſell'd that the king, his empire through, 
Should publiſh thoſe rewards, himſelf thought due 
To every one alike, that henceforth wrought 

To benefit the realm by. dzed or thought, 

And to her port the ſhips of ſome new clime 


Found methods to bring o'er in future time. 


PrRoPosING he prevail'd; for by the fame 
Ot favour, ſuch as traffickers might claim, 210 
Encourag'd to appear from every part, 
A multitude ſoon ſought SaLExNTUM's mart. 
The traftick of this vaſt but growing ſtate, 
Thus by a godhead's forcthought render'd great, 
Bore likeneſs to ſome ſtream, whoſe ſtated tide 
Firit fills its ſpacious banks, though high and wide, 
Then ſtops not, but o'erflows th' adjacent plain, 
Till at the time of ebb it ſhrinks again, 
And the great work itſelt has thus begun, 
Leaves to be ſinih'd by a genial ſun, 5 320 
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Such proſpect gave the port, ſo great the change 


By MEexTok's care enduc'd, and quick as ſtrange ! 


On every wharf, in fine, where all around 


Late reign'd confuſion, order now was found ; 
For juſtice in the midſt, o'er numerous hoſts 
Gaining SALENTUM from as many coaſts, 
Impartially bore rule, and ſcem'd to call 


Earth's people from each quarter of the ball. 


Tris finiſh'd; from the port, while crowds of men 
As hitherto, ſo likewiſe trac'd him then, 330 
His paſſage held the ſage, intent to view 
The city, and here mark abuſes too. 
He cnter'd, and on all blame-worthy there 
Glancing at once, each mart explor'd with care, 


Where trade is by adventurers carried on 


In private, and each market where they throng. 


He will'd that from hat day, the merchant-train, 

Whoſe articles of commerce ſpread ſuch bane, 

As could not but through ſufterance cureleſs grow, 

Should their injurious merchandize forego ; 340 
Adverting to whoſe wares, the generous ſage, 

Expreſſing in his ſpeech an honeſt rage, 

Excited by the miſchiefs they create, 

Dwelt upon thoſe whoſe uſe moſt drains a ſtate ; 
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As garments, with rich art embroider'd o'er ; 

Silks, that extravagance of value bore ; 

Veſſels ordain'd to miniſter at feaſts 

Such liquors as convert mankind to beaſts ; 

Thoſe liquors in like ſort, and perfumes too 

That by their powerful ſweets allure no few. 

He regulated too the dreſs, the meats, | | 
And buildings through SaLEx TUm's public ſtreets, 
And with ſage obſervation thus, the while, 

Spoke to IpoMENEus who mark'd his toil. 


ON only method ſtrikes me, that muſt make 
* Leſs laviſh thoſe you rule,* the ſenior ſpake, 
* Such as that, monarch though you are, even you 
The example hold them out in all you do. 
* *Tis meet that your high dignity, I own, 
* Should, by exterior tokens, be made known : 
But thoſe, that as fix'd guards about you throng, 
Whenever through the crowd you pals along, 
* Your ſafety will effect, and well ſuffice 
To ſignify how much in ſtate you riſe; 
* To which if you but add the regal hue, 
* This ſurely for all ſtate and pomp will do: 
* And if you grant thus much, why may not then 
Colours point out the various ranks of men? 


350 


360 | 


BOOK XIII. TELEMACHUS. 17 


But you will ſay, perhaps: Can this be tried, 


And not excite in many, ſpleen and pride?“ 370 


4 


Ves, ſurely, I reply; and coſtly gems, 

With baubles that ſound reaſon's voice condemns, 
But which, with other luxuries, will in time 
Tend, of its uſeful wealth to drain your clime, 
All ſink into diſuſe; for thoſe, O king, 

That from a noble ſtock are found to ſpring, 
And were in CRETE before, illuſtrious long 
Pre- eminently place o'er all the throng : 

As ſecond, fix next theſe, the ſacred train 

That mediate with the IMMoRTAL at his fane: 380 
As following them in dignity, let thoſe, 

That poliſh'd arts profeſs, the third compoſe : 
The fourth degree be theirs, that trade purſue 
In veſſels, or by land, SaLExTuM through: 

Let ſuch as till the ground, their merits ſee 
Found worthy to make up the fifth degree : 
Who, by the common arts of life, ſubſiſt, 

May in the ſixth compoſe its numerous liſt: 
And thoſe poſſeſs the next, that, void of parts, 
Earn their ſupport by toil, unvers'd in arts : 390 
Diſtribute following theſe, the vulgar throng, 
And the long chain ſtill further carrying on, 

Let the ninth lot, as laſt and leaſt of all, 


Sum up within it ſuch as ſlaves you call. 
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* Thus, by the ranks they fill, went on heaven's Maid, 
Be of your ſubjects the true pride diſplay'd : 

And then too, let a change of hue alone 

The higher from the inferior rank make known. 

Thus, thall one cauſe of bankruptcies, O king, 

Luxuriancy of dreſs, a copious ſpring, 400 
It my advice have weight, entirely ceaſe, 


While they, who, by it's means, their wealth increaſe, 
Purſuing uſeful arts in future time, 


Do ſervice to the ſtate exempt from crime. 

That thoſe then whom you rule ſuch dreſs may chuſe, 

As without bluſhing, men can always uſe, 

In every claſs, preſcribe not leſs the hue 

Of garments than their make and fineneſs too; 

And fix it by a law which none ſhall change, 

Through folly's myſtic maze inclin'd to range. 410 
For ſtrangeſt of ſtrange things! that he, whoſe mind 
Heaven deſtin'd to purſuits of noble kind, 

Should to thoſe objects ſtoop that claim his ſcorn, 

As for much nobler purpoſes ſure born! 

So ſhameful an abuſe in future then 

Forbid, and not your women leſs than men ; 

For of the ſex to ſpeak, though pride of dreſs, 

As beauty it more ſuits, may ſhame them leſs, 

Yet ſurely they promote a better end, 

When to domeſtic cares with zeal they tend.“ | 420 


So 
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So ſpoke he, and purſu'd the vaſt deſign, 


Great maſter of his art, with ſkill divine; 
Reſembling, as he wrought, it human care 


May with Omnipotence's ways compare, 


That artiſt, who to feed yet more his fruits, 
Cuts off from the full vine all necdleſs ſhoots. 


Thus MExToR, with a heaven-taught heart and hand, 


Corrected each abuſe that fill'd the land ; 


A nation's pride reform'd, and gave in lieu 


Simplicity of modes and manners new ; 
Aboliſhing all waſte, in whoſe bold ſtead 
Frugality uprear'd her decent head. 


Nor only waſte in dreſs, the mighty man 


Succeſsfully forbade with prudent plan, 
Still further he went on, and ſtated then 


What various kinds of meat, as reaſoning men 


At feaſts they ſhould partake, what liquors too, 
And ſauces, but theſe laſt confin'd to few. 
For, to good ſenſe, ſaid he, how ſtrange the thought, 


* 


And with vice too as well as folly fraught, 
That beings, whom the gods ordain'd ſupreme 
O'er others that enjoy heaven's vital beam, 
Should their -precedence boaſt, by giving here 
Scope to their licence, void of ſhame and fear ; 


And often riſquing life, but always eaſe, 


For joys that like a dream fo lightly pleaſe | 
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The frugal board alone and temperate meal 

Gives Nature her full power and ſtrength to feel ; 

Sobriety | 'tis ſhe] the poor man's friend, 

Who, when the night's returning ſhades aſcend, 450 
Converts his ſparing meal to what even kings, 

Thoſe often-to-be-mourn'd, thoſe wretched things, 

Enjoy not at the feaſts that load their boards, 

With all that Spring or Autumn's lap affords ; 

With all that Nature's boſom, forc'd or free, 

Luxuriantly beſtows from ſhrub or tree ; 

Or all that men rapaciouſly provide, 

Hunt on the plains, or fiſh for in the tide. 

Yes; tis ſobriety ! *tis ſhe! bleſt Mato! 

That from Above ſent down in ſmiles array'd, 460 
Wherever ſhe reſides excluding pain, 

Brings pleaſure, eaſe, and health, her chearful train. 

As far as you bear rule proclaim it, then, 

That every claſs, degree, and rank of men 

Henceforth their private meal and public treats 

To ſimpleſt fare confine, and unſauc'd meats ; 


Or ſuch, as where few ſauces lend their aid: 


For ſince the world's foundations firſt were laid, 
Ne'er did the fiends ſuggeſt a ſurer way 
Men to cut off, than by intemp'rance ſway.” 470 


IDoMENEUS 
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IroMENEvUs gave ear, and plainly ſaw 
How he had broke his anceſtors? firſt law, 
By ſuffering, in SaLENTUM, his weak band, 
By their luxurious life, to grow unmann'd : 
And, therefore, he reſolv'd, in future time, 
To ſee that they kept clear of ſuch a crime, 
And penalty ſevere inflict on ſuch, 
As at health's riſque their. palate pleas'd too much. 
Still more; for to confirm his orders glad 
By doing what thus other men he bade, | 480 
A great reform he made his palace-through, 
And for each day his table ſettled too ; 
Enjoining that of former foods inſtead, 
Such only as at Troy his people fed, 
In future ſhould have place, with wholeſome wines 


Preſs'd from the fruitage of SALENTUM's vines. 


TEN likewiſe, with wiſe heed at once to kill 
And pluck away the root of every ill, 
That muſic he forbade of ſofteſt kind, 
Serving but to debilitate the mind ; 490 
With tba? too heard around, when wine controuls | 
Men's reaſon, and to rage works up their ſouls ; 
Forbidding muſic's uſe, ſave only where 


Men to great Jove addreſs their fervent prayer, 
1 4 
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Or where aſſemblies meet to lift the name 

Of heroes, whoſe great deeds have ſoar'd in fame. 
Nor would he to one roof, except alone 

Thoſe temples where the gods have each their throne, 
Grant decorations like the fretted vault, 

Tall column, or whate'er, with lab'ring thought, 500 
Proud ſcience, in her progreſs, has beſtow'd 

To grace the roofs where men have their abode. 
Inſtead of at retrench'd, the ſenior gave 

A well built city's plan, not grand but grave. 

* Be this,” he cried, © O king, or like it one 


Simple and eaſy of expence begun : 
And ſhould you labourers want, the ArGive coaſt 
Men will ſupply that arts of building boaſt. 

Of whom, invite thoſe needful to your ſhore, 

* And, when the work they come for is once more, 510 
* Reward them with a portion of thoſe lands 

* That, to improve and till them, now want hands. 

This do, aſſur'd of ſeeing plenty here, 

Where, while we ſpeak, extended waſtes appear; 

* And edifices riſe, not grand indeed, 

But faſhion'd at ſmall coſt, and fram'd for need: 

While thoſe already built, as pleas'd the pride 

Or fancy, that ſuch numerous plans ſupplied, 

With vaſt expended ſums, and labour'd care, 


A heavy pile of pomp ſhall dully glare.“ 5 520 
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THE painter's magic art, and ſculptor's (kill, 


That can make ſtone and canvas live at will, 
In MEexTor found a friend: Yet ſtill, he cricd 


Let but a few, and thoſe of parts beſide, 
Born with them, thoſe two ſciences purſue : 
"Tis granted they are great, and charm the view, 
But uſeleſs muſt be own'd; and were it not 
That arts, where reign wiſe ſtatutes, are begot, 
An equal fortune theſe, with all whoſe glare 
Not real ſubſtance charms, ſhould juſtly ſhare, 530 
For pupils, public ſchools eſtabliſh then, ; 
And, at their head, place truly ſkilful men. 
Let royal bounty keep them, and have there 
Youths only of great taſte and talents rare : 
Nor yet abuſe their parts, but bid alone 
The pencil's ſpeaking tints and breathing ſtone, 
Men's actions of. renown, their living name 
And glory after death, hand down to fame. 
Theſe monuments, deſign'd by ſcience' hand, 
Are ſuch as, where they riſe, adorn a land: 540 
Not that caprice, at will, may name the place 
That from ſuch ornaments ſhall borrow grace: 
That, reaſon's light points out; the domes, I mean, 
Allotted to the gods, and where are ſeen 
Erected to great names, their tombs that tell 
How worthily they liv'd, aad bravely fell. 

* Who, 
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Who, IpomeNn, do this, a noble uſe 

* Derive from noble arts, that elſe conduce 

* The luxury to ſwell, that ſoon or late, 

* Wherever it finds place, muſt whelm a ſtate.” 


Tre ſenior thus went on, with heaven-taught hand, 


Aboliſhing exceſs throughout the land ; 

But thoſe large buildings, he remark'd, well pleas'd, 
Where, with an animating ſpirit ſeiz'd, 

To compaſs hardy feats, SALENTUM's throng 


Of immaturer youth, but bold and ſtrong, 
Their chariot courſes held, or urg'd the ſteed 


To conquer in the race with panting ſpeed, 
Or, fir'd with emulation's flame, durſt wage 


The wreſtler, or brave gauntlet-fighter's rage. 


Or education next, he fix'd the mode, 
To happineſs or ſhame, that certain road ; 
To happineſs or ſhame, without a mean, 
As every where time ſhows, the extremes-between. 
On this great point, he ſaid, that children, more 
Than by the fire, whoſe wife thoſe children bore, 
Might, by the ſtate, be claim'd, and would, in time, 
Support it, if fit culture rear'd their prime; | 
That puniſhments too late are often urg'd ; 


And, in their infant ſtate, all crimes beſt ſcourg'd. 
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Then let not, added MENTOR, let not him 
That any where has rule, of ſight be dim 

At early faults to glance, but watch with care 
What fruit the riſing race are made to bears 
Watch you then over yours, which well to do 

Be Minos' laws enforc'd, that bid them view 
Even death itſelf unaw'd, and flee with ſcorn 
Thoſe pleaſures for whoſe uſe they were not born ; 
That offices of love to friends enjoin ; 

That juſtice, or good faith, as rights define 580 
Due to mankind alike, not ſaving thoſe 

Whom utterly we hate or dread as foes ; 

And that deſcribe the ſenſe of gnawing crimes 
More terrible than death a thouſand times. 

If early this they learn, expect to find 

Few only, and thoſe few of baſeſt mind, 

That gaining years mature, will fail to feel 

For virtue and true fame the pureſt zeal.” 


BuT thus at length the king, whoſe martial mind, 


In ſpite of all paſt ills, to war inclin'd : 590 


Tis well; yet, if in arts alone of peace, 
Their knowledge our young SALENTINES increaſe, 


Will they in fight the men much longer prove, 


That, as their foes oft find, no fears can move? 
E | And 
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And muſt we not then fear, that every ill 

* Yourſelf, my friend, ſo hate, the land may fill? 
Some enemy to peace, ſome reſtleſs foe 

More warlike, ſhall theſe walls of ours lay low. 
28 And thus, muſt we acknowledge, that in lieu 
Of 'ſcaping thoſe few ills war breeds, *tis true, 600 = 
* SALENTUM may be forc'd to fear the hand 


* Stretch'd forth by ſome fierce tyrant o'er her land.” 


Tus IpOEN addreſs'd; and thus the friend: 
Aſſert not that few ills on war depend ; 
But viſit your own heart, enquiring there 
What grievous ſorrows prov'd not once your ſhare : 
Sad conſequence, thoſe grievous ſorrows all 
By JueiTER impos'd for PRRVYGIA“s fall. 
However proſp'rouſly a war begin, 
* Deſtruction it may prove to ſtate and king : 610 
Then too, what human vigilance, what might, 


What prudence, can command the ſcale of fight ? 
Full often a miſtake, a ſudden fear, 


And that too when no jeopardy proves near, 

A nothing, —from your graſp may pluck away 

« Conqueſt, till then thought ſure, and turn the fray, 
* While of all huſbandry the better care, 

No leſs than trade muſt droop, neglected there.. 


* Then 
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Then likewiſe, in the rage of bloody times, 

Youth raſh and unreſtrain'd poſt ſwift to crimes ; 629 
And ſubject to no rule, the ſoldier-band, 

However they may guard, infeſt the. land. 


* Tayrs then, and this alone, the way appears 

To put aſide at once your anxious fears, 

If enemies invade, while thoſe you rule 

In arts alone of peace their ſpirit ſchool. — 

Sage Mixos, your illuſtrious grandſire's laws, 

Fit object to attract mankind's applauſe, 

Here rigidly enforc'd, will make the throng 

Its youthful part I mean, robuſt and ſtrong 630 
To combat for their rights, if any dare 

Envying your ſtate -of peace for war prepare. 


* AND in this ſtate, if one of your allies 

Call out for aid when foes againſt them rile, 

The juſtice of their cauſe firſt having weigh'd, 

Fail not in ſuch caſe to afford them aid ; 

Such aid as you can give, but ha? the beſt 

And braveſt of your youth in arms confeſt. 

By urging means like theſe,” the ſenior cried, 

Each kingdom far and near to your's allied, 640 
At higheſt rate will prize, and anxious court 

« That king, who holds it forth ſuch firm ſupport, 

E 2 * Who, 
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Who, like a god, ſteps in with ſaving hand, 
As mediating friend 'tween land and land, 
Their ruin to avert, and turn aſide 


* 'The fatal ſhaft of war by blood undy'd. 


* 'This fame, belliquious chiefs ſhall never find, 


But merit the joint curſes of mankind ; 
While you are hourly bleſs'd, nor rule alone 


A narrow tract of carth, and that your own, 650 


* But like ſome ſpreading tree ſtretch forth your hands 
With ſhelter and ſupport to other lands.” 


Tris utter'd, —with like haſte the ſenior went, 


Still heedful in the work, and nothing ſpent, 
Each arſenal and place of ſtrength, with care 
To viſit, leſt aught needful wanted there; 
A want, that when his ſcrutiny began ; 
Could not but ſtrike at once the careful man, 
Who no ways in ſuſpence, from every part 
Thoſe ſummon'd that poſſeſs'd the founder's art, 660 
With others ſkill'd in works of braſs and ſteel, 
On promiſe of large payment for their zeal. 
When forward came a crowd, as ſuch well ſkill'd; 
Their labour they commence, and forges build, 
Whence, lifted in huge ſable clouds on high, 
A mingled ſmoke and flame aſcend the ſky; 
While 
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While in a ſtream forth iſſuing from the maſs 
Of ſtubborn iron's mold and ſhining braſs, 


By blow ſucceeding blow reduc'd to frame, 


A dazzling beam of light inceſſant came; 


As when in ETNA's womb, the CycLoe train 
VULCAN bids every nerve and ſinew ſtrain. 


CoMPLEATING her great work, the dame conceal'd 
Then iſſued forth, intent to gain the field; 
And the wide waſte a fruitleſs deſert found, 
But not by nature bare, though rude. around, 
Then thus addreſs'd: * *Tis obvious, that the land 
Wants but a kindly cultivating hand 
That it may largely bear; but none are found 
* Here dwelling far or near to till the ground. 
* Tranſport we then thoſe men forbid of late 
To urge their ſeveral arts that hurt the ſtate, 
And with their families here grant them ſpace, 
* Apportioning to each the extent of place. 
* *Tis hard, you will have cauſe (I own) to ſay, 
* That ſuch as their whole life have paſs'd away 
* In ſedentary arts, ſhould now at length 
Be call'd on to exert. at once their ſtrengih ; 
To remedy which hardſhip, bring you o'er, 
On promiſe of like pay from every ſhore, 
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Who, like a god, ſteps in with ſaving hand, 

As mediating friend 'tween land and land, 

Their ruin to avert, and turn aſide 

* 'The fatal ſhaft of war by blood undy'd. 

* 'This fame, belliquious chiefs ſhall never find, 

But merit the joint curſes of mankind ; 

While you are hourly bleſs'd, nor rule alone 

A narrow tract of carth, and that your own, 

* But like ſome ſpreading tree ſtretch forth your hands 
With ſhelter and ſupport to other lands.“ 


Tris utter'd, —with like haſte the ſenior went, 
Still heedful in the work, and nothing ſpent, 
Each arſenal and place of ſtrength, with care 
To viſit, leſt aught needful wanted there; 

A want, that when his ſcrutiny began; 

Could not but ſtrike at once the careful man, 

Who no ways in ſuſpence, from every part 

Thoſe ſummon'd that poſſeſs'd the founder's art, 
With others ſkill'd in works of braſs and ſteel, 
On promiſe of large payment for their zeal. 

When forward came a crowd, as ſuch well ſkill'd; 
Their labour they commence, and forges build, 
Whence, lifted in huge ſable clouds on high, 

A mingled ſmoke and flame aſcend the {ky ; 
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While in a ſtream forth iſſuing from the maſs 
Of ſtubborn iron's mold and ſhining braſs, 


By blow ſucceeding blow reduc'd to frame, 


A dazzling beam of light inceſſant came; 670 


As when in ErNA's womb, the CycLoe train 


VULCAN bids every nerve and ſinew ſtrain, 


CoOMPLEATING her great work, the dame conceal'd, 
Then ifſued forth, intent to gain the field ; 
And the wide waſte a fruitleſs deſert found, 
But not by nature bare, though rude around, 
Then thus addreſs'd: * *Tis obvious, that the land 
Wants but a kindly cultivating hand 
That it may largely bear; but none are found 
* Here dwelling far or near to till the ground. 680 
* Tranſport we then thoſe men forbid of late 
To urge their ſeveral arts that hurt the ſtate, 
And with their families here grant them ſpace, 
* Apportioning to each the extent of place. 
«* *Tis hard, you will have cauſe (I own) to ſay, 
* That ſuch as their whole life have paſs'd away 
* In ſedentary arts, ſhould now at length 
Be call'd on to exert at once their ſtrength; 
To remedy which hardſhip, bring you o'er, 


On promiſe of like pay from every ſhore, 690 
© 'Thoſe 
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* Thoſe ſkilful in no art, and ſuch as boaſt 


An outward ſtrength of limb and frame at moſt, 


Each menial act to do, and aid awhile 


; 
A 
* 
f 
; 


* 'Thoſe artiſts that are yet unus'd to toll : 

To theſe beſides add thoſe, a numerous band, 
Who, when is known your promis'd grant of land, 
* SALENTUM's port ſhall ſeck : I mean thoſe {kill'd 
* Your city here delign'd to plan and build; 
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And fear not, but that ſoon a growing throng, 
A num'rous train of labourers young and ſtrong, 700 
«* Repairing to your realm will till the ſoil, 


6 WW 


* And their ſupport procure with ceaſeleſs toil. 


Fad AST TS; 


* RESPECTING their increaſe ;* the ſage went on, 
« Be ſure, that through the land your ſubject-throng 
* Muſt multiply apace, if only you 
* That practiſe, which all kings alike ſhould do; 
* Encourage wedlock's rites, whene'er you find 


[Two, willing with its knot their hearts to bind; 
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For truſt me that of men, but few incline 

In celibacy's ſtate through life to pine; 710 
* But in their earlieſt age, a train would raiſe . 
| | * Of children to conſole their latter days, 3 
8 Were they not warn'd to ſhun the poor man's fate, 

* Wreck'd, and not happy made by wedlock's ſtate : 

1 5 This 
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This fate then to preclude, tax not the toil 
Of labourers when for bread they till the ſoil 


» 
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* Nor be its produce tax'd ; for quickly then 


* The huſbandman thus eas'd will ſmile agen, 


* And with his partner, ſure of daily food, 
Inſtruct in honeſt arts his infant brood, 

* That, harden'd in their prime or early ſpring, 
The common toil to ſhare ſhall then begin, 

« And, in life's numerous accidents, aid thoſe 


* Whence their own life, they muſt be conſcious, flows. 


e 


TRE part then of theſe laſt *twill be to lead 
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* A father's various flocks that graze the mead, 

* Or through the day's long progreſs, till his lands, 

* And by his fide put forth their tender hands. 

This, look to ſee without ; while blithe uri, 

His little female. prattlers ſew or ſpin 730 
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Cloſe at their mother's fide, who ſpreads with cheer 
Her hoſpitable board when night draws near, 
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Intent to feed her ſpouſe and ruddy boys, 
Who, ſhe well knows, muſt need the table's joys. 
With fuel ſhe heaps up the riſing blaze, 


E * Whole brightneſs, while it warms, ſupplies the day's, 
© And their return awaiting, cheers the night, 
* Beforehand having toil'd from earlieſt light; 


« Twice 
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Twice milk'd her woolly charge ; laid by the ſtream 


Of milk in cleanly cups to ſkim its cream 
Or to the neareſt town her cheeſes ſent, 


For money, as thus gain'd not idly ſpent. 


* To ſum up every Joy that life awaits, 

Where with ſtrict juſtice monarchs rule their ſtates, 
Behold at the return of grateful eve, 

Their cots, the female train forth coming leave, 


Each anxious to behold, with day now done, 


Her huſband, brother, lover, fire or ſon ; 

Whom likewiſe glad to view, the labouring train 
Come joyous and attune the ruſtic ſtrain. 

The ſhepherd with his flute firſt leads the way, 
Repeating, as he walks, the neweſt lay ; 

The huſbandman comes next; then follows too 
The ploughman, who night's ſhadows joys to view 
And who his bellowing oxen drives before, 

Glad likewiſe that their day's long toil is o'er : 
While, to obtain the ſtall, their way they wind, 
Nor wait that they may feel the goad behind. 
With day thus ceaſes toil, and every ill 

Deſtin'd for wiſeſt ends our cup to fill, 

What time, ſleep brooding grateful o'er the ground, 
Binds with her ſilken ſwathe ſore labour's wound. 
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* 


Thrice happy happy ſwains,” faid MxNTok, * thelc, 
That neither yield to guilt nor flothful eaſe 

How piteous then, that kings, with iron {way, 

The bleſſings of this ſtate ſhould ſnatch away, 

Rob the laborious peaſant of his toil, 

And tread him under foot, as he the ſoil.“ 


Tnus MEeNToR; and in turn, the monarch then: 
But anſwer, for ſuppoſe we that theſe men, 770 
Whom hither I may ſummon and endow, 
Should afterwards refuſe their lands to plow ; 
What pains ſhall I inflict on their offence ?— 
To puniſh,” ſaid the ſeer, * ſuch negligence, 
Be every gentle method firſt applied; 
But ſhould thoſe methods fail as oft as tried, 
Let pains their fault attend, no leſs fewer 
Than ſoldiers, that a poſt deſert through tear, 
But to all elſe, with mercy temper law, 
Nor on yourſelf the opprobrious cenſure draw 780 
Of monarchs, that intent alone on ſpoil, 
Thoſe moſt with impoſts burthen that moſt toil, 
While others they indulge, a flothful train! 
But by whoſe ſloth, themſelves can nothing gain. 
This cruel method ſcorn, and quite reverſe 
A practice of ſuch guilt that ſpares the Worſe ; 
F And 
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And favour or exempt the induſtrious Few, 

Aſſur'd, if this ſage method you purſue, 

That emulation's flame, exciting then 

« 'To health ſuſtaining toil your greateſt men, 790 
* Will ſhed its influence round, and once again 

* Thoſe happy times of gold aſſume their reign, 

* That ſaw the uſeful plough employ'd by hands 

* Conducting oft to fight their country's bands ; 

* And him, in no degree leſs worthy praiſe, 

That tilVd his ſpot of land in peaceful days, 

Than he who, when deſtructive war prevail'd, 

« Sav'd it from foes that with ſtrong arm aſſail'd. 

Then ſhall your country ſmile, and harveſt-crown'd, 

* CEREs her plentcous gifts diffuſe around, 800 
While of life-ſtrengthening juice, the god of wine, 

With roſe encircled brow and mein divine, 

* Trampling the grape beneath, ſhall from each hill 

* Pour out a copious flood the vales to fill, 

Wherever, as he roams, he leads the throng 

Of his loud ſhouting Bacchanals along. 


* 'Tais prophecy, if true, what tranſports then, 
While you protect ſuch hoſts of happy men, 
+ Muſt not your boſom feel from ſuch a reign; 
A feeling fought indeed, but ſought in vain 810 
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By thoſe who ruſh along with horrid joy, 

Whole nations to lay waſte, and man deſtroy. 

How muſt it not rejoice your royal mind, 

When on your toil heaven's bleſſings pour'd you find. 
And know that your great name protects a land, 
While far too many kings ſtretch forth their hand, 
At the ſuggeſtions of a wicked will, 

To make their wretched hoſt more wretched till ! 
This, this is to be fam'd! and fam'd indeed 

Beyond the common lot of kingly meed ! 820 
Once dignify your ſeat with this renown, 

And then on warring kings with ſcorn look down, 


Who from aſſaſſinations borrow fame, 


And fancy they thus aggrandize their name.” 


TE monarch heard, and thus: Permit once more, 
Dear friend, my doubting ſtrain, ere I give o'er ; 
For may not thoſe I rule ſubmit alone, 

As long as they are poor, my reign to own, 


But in rebellion riſe, when vain they grow, 


Vain through that wealth of which they feel the flow ?* 839 


By no means, ſaid the ſage, nor need you here 


Lodge in your breaſt, IDoMHEN EUS, one fear. 


I know that the great promptneſs ſome expreſs 


Tow'rds faction, and when leaſt they need redreſs, 


F 2 Kings 
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* Kings urge as a pretext, with impoſts new 

* Inhumanly to load the loyal Few; 

* As it experience ſelf had made it known, 

* 'That ſubjets to obey with ills ſhould groan ! 

* Peteſted conduct this! that wretched men 

* 'Fhus plunges into want, and loweſt then 840 
When moſt of all they ſpend the weary day 

In ſtreauous efforts to Keep want away. 

* For of this world's good things, a decent ſtore, 

{- Purchas'd by toil from morn till day is o'er, 

* May to life's comfort tend by - barring need, 

* But will not in men's minds ſedition breed. 

For luxuries of ſenſe are what create 

* All thoſe revolts that vex ſo many a ſtate. 

« 'Theſe therefore ſee you check, and this to do 

As ſully as you may, and quickly. too, 850 


* Your cares at a reform ſhould aim, methinks, 


As in luxurious mcats, ſo too in drinks; 


' Reſtraining the too general uſe of wine, 
That into bane converts heaven's gift divine, 
« Aﬀects the human frame with numerous ills, 
Whole families with jealous diſcord fills, 

* Saps morals at the root, and ſcatters round 


Hate of that induſtry ſo healthful found. 
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If then with far too many vines, the toil 

Of labourers has already ſtock'd your oil, 869 
Pluck up a part, and keep the reſt in ſtore, 
Not to promote the feaſter's ſenſeleſs roar, 

But heaven's good purpoſe anſw'ring, ſerve by way 

Of cordial, and the pain life feels allay, 

Or offering to the god from holy hands, 

When at his fane the allotted victim ſtands. 


* ONE caution more allow, and all is done 

To finiſh as ſeems meet this work begun. 

Let ſeniors, from their youth in virtue tried, 

As magiſtrates be nam'd the reſt to guide : 570 
Be one of them yourſelf, whoſe only with 


It ſhould be to promote your people's bliſs ; 


And be in /ove their ſire, in porecr their king, 


Names that to reaſon only mean one thing. 

This do then, and take care to check betimes 
With puniſhment all voluntary crimes ; 

Happy in thinking, though your ſubjects deem 
That for the crime its doom too prompt may ſeem, 


How to the reſt, your mercy you diſplay, 


-And take the only method vice to ſtay ; 880 


Stemming its rapid progreſs at the ſource, 


Whence always it rolls down with double force. 
«If 
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If ſo then, how condemnable his means 

Of ruling, who the Bad from juſtice ſcreens, 
And aims not to be fear'd, but leaves the throng 
At pleaſure to purſue right paths or wrong | 

Are theſe, alas, the ways that lead to fame? 

Or *'ſtabliſh a juſt throne and noble name? 


* REMEMBER, that wherever deſpot kings 

Rule thoſe from whom all power and honour ſprings, 890 
Such boaſt, in fact, leſs ſtable rule, than TRE 

Who with their people only are in ſway. 

They may, indeed, lay waſte ſubjected lands, 

And ravage far and near with iron hands; 

But every thing at their own riſque is done : 

Therefore, though round them Fortune has long ſhone, 

And ſtill continues fair, while, arm'd with pride, 

They heſitate not to put law aſide : 

Yet the leaſt motion of her wheel but wait, 

Then ſeeing what they are, and what their fate? 900 
Their pow'r, to an exceſs by rapine rais'd, 

The ruin gathering round perceives amaz'd; 

For can they, in their realm, one ſubject find, 

On his firm faith to reſt in hope reclin'd ? 

Their people were their ſlaves. What wonder then, 

If at the firſt leaſt change, theſe ſore-bruis'd men 
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* Uniting in contempt, in rage, and hate, 
* Join to pull down ſuch tyrants from their ſtate.” 


Trvs finiſh'd the great deity her taſk, 
That more than mortal talents ſeem'd to aſk. 
She finiſh'd it, and gave SarexnTUM's land 
Thoſe ſtatutes by herſelf divinely plann'd, 
That with ſtern law mix'd mercy's gentle rules, 
By maxims yet ne'er taught in human ſchools. 
Yet wrought ſhe, as went on the glorious toil, 
Leſs to exalt SaLENTUM's weal the while, 
Than that her chief, at his return, might know 
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How great a wiſely govern'd land may grow ; 
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How favour'd by heaven's ſmile, how godlike He 
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So governing, his name and glory ſee; 


. SA 


And what heart-ſatisfying pleaſure, They 


Experience, who confeſs his patriot ſway. 


RESPECTING laſt the king, thus fully taught 


* n e 


How juſtly the great ſeer had ſpoke and thought, 
= . He, docile to heaven's will, prepar'd, in haſte, 
4 With huſbandrhen to fill the uncultur'd waſte, 


Y And every thing perform, that with wiſe voice 


Had been ſubmitted to his willing choice. 
His pride *twas now become to ſtretch his hand, 


Neo: 4 11: than monarch o'er the land; 
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For in his breaſt was lit a flame divine, 

That moment to begin the great deſign. 

Long had the ſenior ceas'd, yet ſtill the ſtrain 
Dwelt in his mind, for could heaven ſpeak in vain? 
The ſtrain, that, while he heard, ſublime and ſtrong 
Burſt forth, and like a flood whoſe force this ſong 
Would emulate in vain, ſtill roll'd along. 


END OF BOOK XIII. 
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THE 


ADVENTURES 


. OF 


TELEMACHUS. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK XIV. 


ARGUMENT. 


The Recal of PHILOCLES 3 his Departure with HEGESIPPUs from 
the Ile of Samos, being induced thereto by an Omen from Mi- 
NERVA ; with his Voyage, firſt to ATHENS, then by Land to 
BuTHROTOS ; afterwards by Sea again to HiDRUNTIA ; and 
from thence, on Foot, preceded by a Guide, to where the Forces 


of HESPERIA /ay encamped. 


AlREADy. while his ſwift his proſperous way 
Good HEGESI us ſtems to SAMos' bay, . 
IromENEUs* great change and wiſe domain 
Wafted, by fame, to every diſtant plain, 
| G Wherever 


42 TELEMACHUS. BOOK XIV, 


Wherever it arrives, brings quickly o'er 

A multitude of men from every ſhore, 

Who, to reſiſt each element made bold, 

And traverſing the ſea, their progreſs hold, 

Some quitting their late place, where kings ſevere 

Embitter'd life's beſt joys with conſtant fear; 10 
And every one diſpos'd that bread to gain, 

Which, in his own hard land, he ſought in vain. 


ALREADY, the wide fields a crop adorns 
Of CxRxEs' golden grain, inſtead of thorns : 
So inſtantly can POWER DIVINE complete 
Whatever from wiſe motives it thinks meet! 
Up therefore ſprings the corn, with infant ſhoots, 
While, hanging from the branch, unnumber'd fruits 
There hitherto unknown, the region fill, 
Promiſcuouſly ſuffus'd o'er every hill. 20 
Earth throws her womb wide open, while the plow 
By oxen, then firſt taught their necks to bow, 
Is over the wide campaign drawn along, 
And promiſe of large plenty glads the throng. 


ADORNING every valley too, are ſeen 
Bound blithely o'er the turf, or ſpringing green, 
A thouſand woolly flocks, with herds profuſe 
Of oxen for the ſtall and labour's uſe : 


Yet 
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Vet not deſign'd to bleed alone, and toil, 
But with their ordure fatten the lean ſoil. 30 
"Twas MExrok, who in nought relax'd his care, 


That for SaLENTUM's profit plac'd them there; 
Adviſing, as he did when late the king 

He counſelled all ſuperfluous goods to bring, 

And ſell them at ſome near, though foreign mart, 
For cattle of each kind to change a part. 


Nox is this all: for ſpeedily appear, 
Inhabiting each village far and near, 
A numerous, a gay healthful jocund train, 
That hitherto full long had pin'd in pain ; 40 


Nor with the chain of marriage, ever yet 
Hearts coupled long by tendereſt love durſt knit, 
Check'd in their flame, by that well-grounded dread 
Of want, which they well knew would wait their bed. 
But inſtant as they found their monarch's breaſt 
Thus of humanity's ſoft ſway poſleſt, 
Embolden'd by the change, they ſcorn'd to fear 

One incidental ill prevailing here, 
When viſiting offence the Trxmortals frown, 
And puniſhing mankind their plagues ſend down. 50 
No echo but of tranſport now was heard; 
No tongue in murmur or complainings ſtirr'd; 
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But, in a thouſand arbours, ſcatter'd round, 
Bleſs'd ſhepherds tun'd their pipes to love's ſoft ſound : 
And hymeneals breath'd the married crowd, 


While their beginning flame, the Unmarried vow'd. 


Non ſcatter'd through the land, with gladſome breaſt 
Was by the Young alone ſuch joy expreſt, 
The Aged join'd their theme, with every ſtrain 
Of gratitude and praiſe as at the fane. 60 
Haling the time now come, which later years 
(Sad retroſpect oft call'd to mind with tears) 
Never once promis'd they ſhould live to fee, 
Thus to high heaven they pray'd upon bent knee: 
* Monarch of monarchs, univerſal lord, 
* Our ſovereign with your greateſt gifts reward : 
Millions of bleſſings on his head ſend down, 
And from all accidents defend his crown: 
For, ſaving this one boon, no bleſſing now 
Have we in proſpect, worth one ſigh or vow.' 70 
Thus for their king they pray'd, while every heart 
Where ruling he enjoy'd an ample part, 
Dilated with his praiſe, and every tongue 
Dwelt on his plaudits when they ſpoke or ſung. 
Full of ſuch feelings, were the hoſt all eye 
To note him thus transform'd, when paſling by: 


His 
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His death, the people fear'd, and in their ſcale 
Life balancing with life, found hs prevail; 

For to have loſt him would have ſpread a gloom 
Dreary as that beyond the ſilent tomb, 

Where everlaſting darkneſs rears her head, 

And with deep ſolitude ſurrounds the Dead. 


AND now at laſt, the bark, ſent lately o'er 
With HeGesIPPUs, gains the Samian ſhore. 
He lands, and with him too the traitor-pair, 
Juſt puniſhment condemn'd to ſufter there. 
Theſe, coupled from the bark to leave on land, 
Far diſtant from SaLExNTUM's happy ſtrand, 
Are by the chieftain brought, whoſe outward mein, 
Clear index to the mind's contents there ſeen, 
Show'd how he pitied them, but ſhow'd him born 


On their unnumber'd crimes to look with ſcorn. 


Vir far had not advanc'd the virtuous chief, 
With his two priſoners, both abſorb'd in grief, 
But at his nod the crew their wriſts unbound, 

That they might range at will the ifland round. 

He left them, yet not churliſhly diſmiſs'd, 

But their ſad boſoms every comfort with'd. 

Then, by warm friendihip prompted, took the road 


That led to his refugiate friend's abode. 


45 


80 


90 


100 
While 


46 TELEMACHUS. BOOK XIV. 


While thoſe, who ſtaid behind, in deep deſpair 
Pluck'd up by handfuls their diſhevel'd hair, 

At ſuff'ring exile thus depreſs'd of ſoul. 

Nor of their wretched ſtate was this the whole; 
V/hat more than all lay heavy on their mind 

Was being to one ſpot, as now, confin'd; 

For fill'd with mutual rage from day to day, 

Rage beyond time's capacity to ſtay, 

Each other of the foul the ambitious views 

Long cheriſh'd in their boſoms they accuſe, 110 
And with deep curſes pour'd from hearts of gall. 
Alternate each to each imputes his fall. 

Of other woes they feel a weight 'tis true, 

And with unmanly ſoftneſs weep them too ; 

Such as the hope extinct of ſeeing more 

SALENTUM, having forfeit CRETE before ; 

As waſting too life's courſe in wiſhes vain, 

Their little ones and wives to view again ; 

Their little ones and wives, thoſe few alone 

Friends, were to them become long ſince unknown. 120 
Their tyranny, of ſuch had left them none, 

Or of their friends made foes, not ſaving one; 

And though the laſt not leaſt, as treading there 

A diſtant, a ſtrange land of money bare, 

Doom'd their life's wretched means to work for now, 


Bath'd by the ſweat of their ſore-labour'd brow, 


Such 
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Such as with ſupercilious frowns late cloth'd, 
The humble paſſing by had view'd and loath'd. 


In ſome degree, theſe mis'ries *tis moſt true, 


They could not but with heart-felt anguiſh rue ; 


Yet were they nought, when weigh'd againſt that lot 
Of exile which both ſentenc'd to one ſpot, 


Where fated to remain like beaſts of prey, 


Or animate perhaps far more than they, 


(Since never their revenge would beaſts employ 


On their own kind, and them alone deſtroy), 


At all times were they fit, in their deſpair, 


Piece-meal each other's frantic breaſt to tear. 


Bur with a heart, that to the SAMIAN beats, 


Enquires the other now of all he meets, 


Solicitous of look, what ſhorteſt road 


A ſtranger might conduct to his abode ; 


When to the quarter pointing, they reply : 


His place is on the hill yon fig-trees nigh, 

Where every thing he wants, kind Nature's hand 
Affords him from that fertile ſpot of land; 

And where, on his firſt coming, a deep cave 

The place he could have wiſh'd, unſought for gave. 
Nor fear to miſs the path; for All here know 

The ſenior, and when aſk'd your way will ſhow : 
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Nay farther, though unaſk'd, his worth will tell, 
And on the praiſe he merits ſeek to dwell, 

So truly do they love the virtuous man ; 

For fince his ſojournment here firſt began, 

His piety tow'rds heaven, his patient mind, 

That while it ſuffers, caſts complaint behind, 

His placitude, and love of honeſt toil, 

Charms and aſtoniſhes our SAMIAN iſle. 

Bare though of wealth, yet happy he appears, 
And ſmiles when people talk of rich men's fears. 160 
Such is his praiſe, that though devoid of gold, 
Whoſe value of high price too many hold, 
Unnumber'd are his ways, with open hand, 

And bounty as well plac'd, as wiſely plann'd, 
Thoſe to reward that would his tavour win :— 


What more, with all his wealth, can any king?“ 


WII pleas'd the warrior hears, then haſtes to gain 

This little limit of his friend's domain. 

Directed as but now, the hill he finds, 

And mounting its aſcent his paſſage winds, 170 
Too ſteep the acclivious ſide at once to climb, 

By feet and breath, like his long paſt life's prime. 

Obtaining now its top, the cave he ſees, 


Screen'd by the ſhelter of umbrageous trees. 


Eager 
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Eager in his ſtrong claſp to fold once more 

One ſo belov'd at CRETE in days of yore, 

And briefly tell the while what meſſage, fraught 
With homage to deſert, employed his thought, 

He enters, but his friend diſcerns not there, 

And of fit furniture the cave quite bare : 180 
Then too, approaching, he had ſeen beſide, 

As for ſome gueſt, the door thrown open wide; 
For PuiLocLEs, thus plac'd in humble ſtate, 

Fear'd not, as do the rich but anxious Great, 

Thoſe robbers who come forth, when all around, 
Favouring their rapine, night broods o'er the ground. 
A mat, by his own hand with ruſhes made, 
To ſoften his repoſe beſtow'd its aid, 

When ceaſing from paſt toil, and ſtretch'd ſupine, 
Sweet ſlumber he invok'd at day's decline. 190 
This humble mat except, and ſaving too 

Of neceſſary things a ſcanty few, 

His cave was wholly void, and tools alone, 

Us'd daily in his work of ſculptur'd ſtone, 

Were ſcatter'd up and down, with here and there, 
Made without art's faſtidious ſkill and glare, 

Some well ſelected books, whoſe ſerious page 


Full often he would turn with comment ſage. 
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Bor hardly had the chief, on friendſhip's wing, 
Conducted to the cavern, enter'd in, 200 
But of its tenant's {kill the proofs ſo nigh, 
In many a ſculptur'd figure caught his eye. 
And of heaven's Powers, the FAT HER firſt he ſaw, 
Whoſe face claim'd adoration, love, and awe : 
Oppos'd to whom, was ſeen exciting fear, 
War's terrifying Power with frown levere. 
Well imitated blood his limbs beſmear'd, 
And with diſtorted looks the god appear'd : 
But what moſt pleas'd his eye, and charm'd his breaſt, 
Was a Mixnerva's form among the reſt, 210 
The artiſt, that on ſtone, with matchleſs ſkill, 
Could every thing but lite beſtow at will, 
| Had, with that ſcience Jovs alone imparts, 
Brought down heaven's matchleſs Maip to ſhield the Arts, 
Who, from grim Mars, and his deſtructive hand, 


With her large buckler, ſav'd the infant band. 


WirTy admiration great, and ardour ſtrong, 
Beholding as at firſt, ſo viewing long 
Theſe beauties by a Mortal's hand thus wrought, 
He ceas'd not till his mind reſum'd the thought, 220 
Why hither he was come; when ſtraight, with tread 
Made lighter by that thought, his way he ſped, 


Forth 
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Forth iſſuing, and his eye on every ſide- 
Directed, but not long ere he deſcried, 

O'er ſhelter'd by a tree, his friend, with look 
Fix'd as he fat, contemplating a book. 

Nor ſtay'd he at the ſight, but quicker ran, 
Though yet far off, to fold the virtuous man. 


Bur PrtrLoCLEs the while, whoſe ſtudious eye 
The SALENTINE remark'd thus drawing nigh, 230 
Beholds him, and as well conceiving too, 
That, in old time, the ſtranger's face he knew, 
Is puzzled what to think. My ſight much errés 
Thus, with himſelf, while riſing, he confers, 
Or ſure the man I ſee thus drawing nigh, 
Full of that ardour obvious in his eye, 
Was HEeGesIPPUs once, well known in Cr, 
« Ere I exchang'd that iſle for this retreat. 
* But in my heart how ſprung the fooliſh dream ? 
© What ground for ſuch a hope, or ſo to deem ? 240 
* Why ſhould my Hos us chuſe to roam 
* Co.temptuous of rude ſtorms ſo far from home:? 
No, no; and yet how plain, methinks, I ſec 
My friend ſuch as in CRETE he us'd to be! 
Perhaps, for JovH knows only, whole clear view 
* Sces all things, he is here an exile too; 
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Or for his country worſe, from PLuTo's coaſt 
* Sent hither, he is come a friendly ghoſt.” 


He finiſh'd; for the friend was now too near 


That he ſhould harbour ſtill one doubt or fear; 
When certain that the great the virtuous man 


Stood really before him, he began : 


6 


Gods! ſee I then, he ſaid, things falſe or true? 
And can it, dear dear friend, be none but you ? 
What accident, my HEG ESI Tus, ſay 

What fortune to this ſhore has urg'd your way? 
Why, tell me, have you left the CRETAN plain? 
Why travers'd, void of fear, the EGEAN main? 
Inform me, have you ſteer'd your paſlage o'er 

A voluntary gueſt to Samos” ſhore ? 

Or,—but that fear avert ye Powers divine | 

Is it, oh is it a diſgrace like mine, 

That from the land of CRETE has brought you here, 
CRETE, though abandon'd, to my heart ſtill dear?“ 


Tus PHILOCLES; and thus the Other then: 
Oh firſt, and though forlorn, oh beſt of men, 


It is not a diſgrace I come to mourn ; 


Nor from my native country am I torn. 


But by ſome god to Samos rather brought, 
Whoſe power of late, in CRETE, has wonders wrought : 
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(In CRRETE; for by that name our land ſtill call, 


Till I have had due time to mention all), 
* That you enjoying happineſs with me, 
A ſeries of bright days may henceforth ſee.” 


He ſaid; and going on, in order told 
IdomENEvs's griefs ſo manifold, 
Beginning from the firſt, his loſs of CrETE 
And acquiſition of a ſecond ſeat ; 
The arrival of his two great gueſts, and then 
Adverting to the pair: * Theſe impious men 
* Hither,* ſaid HEGESIT Tus, have I brought, 
That they, with heart-oppreſſing ſorrow fraught, 


* 


You would ſee ſuffer, and its bolts lay by. 
While, for high honours and a boundleſs ſtore 
Of opulence reſerv'd, you quit this ſhore. 


Return then, and with me your paſſage ſteer—' 
He ſaid; but interrupting firmly here, 
Thus PaiLocLes began: Return, my friend? 


* And with the world, long quitted, once more blend ? 


If our old friendſhip you reſpect, forbear 
And the ungrateful theme in future ſpare ; 
* For here will I remain till call'd away, 


Heaven's pleaſure, and that only I obey.” 


That fortune may endure, they thought, heaven's eye 
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By ſuppliants though hard preſs'd, yet mov'd by none, 


Ii ended; and a look aſſum'd, like one 


lis countenance, the SALENTINIAN ſaw, 


A 


nd feeling, while he ſpake, a ſecret awe, 


Was ſtudying to reply, when once again 


1 


hus PailocLEs reſum'd his ſettled ſtrain. 


o cave, beloved friend, and let that name 
Your PniLocLEes employ exempt from blame, 

If from my lips aught haſty chance to break, 
Urg'd as I am my ſoul's intent to ſpeak, 

And, by experience, tutor'd to reject, 

As bleflings, what ſo highly Some reſpect ; 

For, in my heart, all covetings are o'er, 

And worldly fame and wealth can charm no more: 
Yon cave, let me repeat, ſome beaſt of prey 

Fit rather to conceal from cheerful day 

Than for man's dwelling ſerve, behold my friend ; 
There do I ſee day after day deſcend, 

Happicr than when in CRETE my downy bed 
Was under the gilt roof by ſervants ſpread. 

Thoſe who, by flattery, feek but to betray, 

Are not hcre found to take my fame away. 

Theſe hands, as you perceive, to toil enur'd, 


Have hitherto my daily food procur'd. 
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* To clothe me, I require this ſtuff alone; 

For, by diſuſe, all elſe is needleſs grown. 320 
Thus bleſt, what is there I need go to find, 

* By mingling with the crowd of human kind? 

* Ceaſe then with envy my calm ſtate to view, 

And do not its great bleſſings ravith too. 

* PROTESILAS, I pardon every ill 

* Preceding his attempt my blood to ſpill. 

But wherefore ſaid I z//, as if to ſhow 

I can account PRoTEsILAs my foe? 

Since, by his conduct, he and only he 

Has ſet me from life's cares and tumults free. 330 
In ſcenes of toil immers'd, I wore away, 

When reſident at CRETE, the tedious day, 

* While pleaſure, and what elſe the tiring frame 

Of human nature aſks to feed life's flame, 

Ne'ber gratified my day, nor ſooth'd my bed, 

* When o'er mankind, ſoft fleep the Immortals ſhed. 

Thus far'd I, when ProTEsILAs ſtepp'd in, 

* Firſt having made my foe our eaſy king; 

* And forc'd me to this land, this ſafe retreat, 

Where all things I enjoy to Being ſweet. 340 
* And can I charge him then with drawing down, 
Poor though I am, upon my head heaven's frown? 

Or to forgive when urg'd, be urg'd in vain ? 

No, hear me, and believe the ingenuous ſtrain. 


From 
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From Samos, then, your way returning bend, 

* Nor dwell on thoſe good things which now your friend, 
Freed from thoſe cares that men unhappy make, 

And as he lives, is happy not to take. 

* Once more, return then and rejoin the king ; 

* Teach him to bear the weight that grandeurs bring ; 350 
* And every thing, dear friend, perform, which you 
Would but in vain, importune me to do. 

* Nor this alone the part that I, as One 

Who truly love him ſtill, would wiſh were done: 
For ſince, as you relate, that Sage heaven-ſent 

Has taught him what by truth's chaſte voice is meant, 
Him likewiſe let ImomMENEvs retain, 

Still of bad men the counſels to reſtrain. 

« Here therefore break we off, and once once more, 


Of your miſtaking love the taſk give o'er.” 360 


WUILE PHILOCLES, thus vehement, addreſs'd 
The counſels that then rul'd his labouring breaſt, 
Surpriz'd, the friend beheld, and doubting long 
If what he ſaw was true, look'd wondering on. 
In CRETE, ere he had ſhap'd his liquid way 
CARPATHIA'S pirate towers in duſt to lay, 
While governing with power, he ſettled there 
Each matter of the realm and great affair, 


Had 
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Had HEO ESI Pus ſeen him meagre, pale, 

And o'er his limbs the imprint of age prevail; 370 
While prematurely drooping day by day, 

His health and ſtrength of frame incurr'd decay. 

But alter'd, and no longer now the ghoſt 

That in CRETR's forfeit region he ſeem'd moſt, 

The friend beheld him with ſuch vigour ſtrung, 

As often fails to mark the Freſh and Young. 

Blended upon his cheek appear'd the roſe, 

Found only where life's ſtream redundant flows ; 

His conſtitution ſeem'd even fram'd anew, 

And on his age's ſtock youth's freſhneſs grew. 330 


His friend's increas'd ſurprize, the reverend man 
Saw manifeſt, and thus again began : 


Ful plainly I obſerve, you wonder much 
At my chang'd frame; for CRETE ne'er knew me ſuch. 
* This ſky, ſince I firſt left my native clime, 
Where I grew old with cares before my time, 
Has happily beſtow'd the ruddy glow 
And healthſulneſs that make you wonder fo. 
* And ſhall I then, oh tell me, ſhall I, friend, 
With undebating ſtep your bark aſcend, 290 
And flying the true joys that here I find, 7 5 
Feaſt with ideal joys my cheated mind ? 


I « Ceaſe 
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Ceaſe then, and what my foes* hard heart and hand 


Have caus'd me here to taſte on Sa Mos' ſtrand, 
Let not your friendſhip, with unkind eſſay, 


Miſtaking in its ardour, tear away.“ 


THe friend to this gave ear, and hoping ſtill, - 


Ere he gave o'er, to bend his ſtubborn will, 


Urg'd every motive with redoubled care, 


Thought likely to obtain what brought him there. 


4 


Fr 


And can you,“ he began, you cannot ſure 

Here obſtinately fix'd, yourſelf immure, 

When now is come the time that calls you hence, 
On promiſe of reward, not leſs immenſe 

Than the long woes here borne on Samos? ſtrand, 
With honour to enjoy SALENTUM's land? 

Then, claim too your once dear relations there, 
They, of whole love yourſelf ſtill largely ſhare, 
So little love in turn, that, when they call, 

You, can deſpiſe their ſuit and ſcorn them all ? 
You likewiſe, that the immortal gods revere, 
And every thing would forfeit life holds dear, 
Unalter'd and unſway'd by human bribes, 

Rather than break what their high will preſcribes, 
Conceive you of no force, and void of name 


That duty which your kind may juſtly claim ? 


419 
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For do the gods permit that thoſe they made, 
As help-mates to procure each other aid, 
Embracing, as you now, with doating arms, 

A monſter, a philoſophy's falſe charms, 

That bids them rend in twain the deareſt ties, 
Should more than all mankind themſelves thus prize ? 
Be ſure too, that if fix'd, you {corn the prayer, 
Such as from IvomeN in charge I bear, 

With reaſon on their ſide, the world will ſay, 
That in your heart, reſentment ſtill bears ſway. 
Prevent it, and that wrath, by all the Brave 
Accounted Nature's ſhame, this inſtant wave. 
If, formerly the King confpir'd to wrong 

That virtue, which he owns he prov'd ſo long, 
Confeſſing now his fin, he finds, once more, 
With its firſt love, his beating heart run o'er : 
Uneaſy he now waits the happy time 

Reſtoring you to breathe SaLENTUM's clime ; 
Already, while I ſpeak, his arms extend, 

© In their ſtrong claſp, to fold his injur'd friend : 
Will you, while Others then at prayer relent, 
By his ſo ſuppliant prayer, remain unbent ? 

Will you, upon the ground, behold your king 
Before you, as he would, his perſon fling, 
Repenting each paſt act; and, all in vain, 

Hear him pour out the ſupplicative ſtrain ?* 


440 
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AYrFrECTINGLY he ſpoke, with pious tone 
Scarce leſs than would have pierc'd a heart of ſtone, 
But he, whoſe now impenetrable breaſt 
Thus like a friend and patriot he addreſs'd, 
Was not to be ſubdu'd; for rankling there, 
Lay the barb'd ſhaft that made him deaf to prayer. 
Faſt fix'd on its broad baſe, ſo ſtands ſo braves 
Some firmly rooted rock the raging waves : 450 
While into ſtorm work'd up, with ocean joins 
The aggravated force of roaring winds. 
So ſtood the SAMIAN too, beſought in vain, 
Who, for the laſt time, thus addreſs'd again : 


Fox REAR, my friend, this fruitleſs loſt debate, 
* And know at once my ſoul, if words have weight : 
Since, in this iſle alone, reſolv'd I ſtay, 
While heaven's all cheering lamp inſpires my clay: 
For wrong'd as J have been, I truſt no more 
Men's promiſes, whoſe charms with me are o'er. 460 
Return then; for the gods well know, my friend, | 
That my ſoul's purpoſe nought has power to bend: 
* Return, but be aſſur'd, no time ſhall tear 
* Your memory from my heart, or blot it there.” 


He ſpoke, and would have turn'd ſevere away, 
Indignantly refuſing longer ſtay ; 


But 
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5 
But fixing him at once, a great portent, 


As herald of his will, the godhcad ſent. 

Jove's eagle; for ſtill PaLLAS' guardian care 

Wak'd for her charge, and had preferr'd the prayer, 470 
That to his camp, the ſage of force might go, 

And ſuch a tutor he not fail to know ;— 

Jove's eagle in mid air, with dexter flight, 

Swittly deſcending ſwoop'd a ravenous kite: 

Forth from the bird, thus made his conqueror's prey, 

And, in his gripe held faſt, life flits away ; 

Yet ſtill impels the bird his ſounding wing, 

Intent, by heaven's decree, the prey to bring, 

And hovering near the SAuTAN let it fall; 

So of Jove's ſacred will revealing all. 480 
His will, the bird diſcharg'd ; and full in fight, 

Down dropp'd the victim from heaven's arching height, 
Then, while freſh bleeding on the ground it lay, 

Shap'd tow'rds HEesPER1A's coaſt his airy way. 


STRUCK with aſtoniſhment, and filent long, 
The SALENTINE and SAMIAN both look'd on: 
A filence that the SALENTINE firſt broke, 
When to the SAMIAN thus aloud he ſpoke. 
Lo plead upon my fide, ſee ſee, dear friend, 
* In omens the great god himfelt deſcend ! 490 
This 
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This lifeleſs bird, believe me; for my breaſt 

* Glows now with propheſying flame poſſeſs'd, 

As tyrant of the air, reſembles well 

* That tyrant which you firſt ſhould go to quell ; 

* For by yourſelf ſtopp'd ſhort, has yet my tongue 

* Told ſcarcely halt the ſtory it begun: 

And know that yonder way, through which he bore 

* His progreſs from this ſea-encircled ſhore, 

* Would bring us where the tyrant's numerous bands 
Wait the fit time to ſeize on other lands. 500 
Obeying then the god, thus pleas'd to ſend . 
His explicable ſign, haſte haſte, my friend, 

And virtue's cauſe reſpecting, come on board 

* With honour to your relatives reſtor'd, 

Hearing, while ſwift before the wind we fail, 


Of all things to be done, the ample tale.” 


THE SALENTINIAN thus; to whom, replied 
The SAMlAN, with reſolve now laid aſide : 
* I go; yes, go at once, this very hour : 
* Jove wills it, and I yield to heavenly power. 510 
His pleaſure, by ſuch miracle, made known, 
That pleaſure I obey, and that alone. 
Lead therefore to your bark :—But oh !* and here 
Stopp'd ſhort the Samian, nor could hide a tear, 


« Mult 
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* Muſt muſt I then reſign this happy plain? 
This ſafe retreat from men, this dear domain? 
* You likewiſe, my late cavern, where repoſe, 

* Sweeter than which no balm tir'd labour knows, 
Came nightly my faint frame to brace ane w, 

* You muſt I, and for ever, part with too? 

* Through every ſeaſon's courſe and varied year, 
Have the kind fates, propititious to me here, 
Into my cup, pour'd bleſſings manifold, 

And ſpun out my life's thread with filk and gold. 
« And muſt I then, oh muſt I, ſay, dear friend, 
* Thus from my ſoul at once theſe bleſſings rend? 
* Yes, —ſince the eternal Ruler of mankind, 


* By ſuch a great portent, reveals his mind.“ 


Tuus finiſhing in haſte, the reverend man 
Bent proſtrate o'er the ſtream that near him ran ; 
While in his heart's deep homage, and with awe 
That no leſs mov'd himſelf the Other ſaw, | 
His worſhip he addreſs'd to every Maip 
That tenanted the woods or deeper ſhade. 
As likewiſe to each Naiad, whole clear wave, 
When he allay'd his thirſt, the beverage gave. 
Farewell,“ he ſaid, ye Nymphs and Dryads too, 
© Divinities of theſe moiſt meads adieu: 
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* We part, yet in ſome other rural plain 

Will I behold and worſhip you again, 540 
When to my ſovereign, chang'd from him of CRENTE, 

* I have paid homage falling at his feet.“ 

Thus vow'd the Samian, while his plaintive lay, 

Roll'd downward by the flood, purſu'd its way, 

And echo, as it paſs'd, convey'd its ſound 

To every rural god the region round, 

That in his lonely grotto mourn'd the day 

Tearing the ſage from Sa uos' iſle away. 


Tavs inwardly compos'd, his way he bends, 
By HEeGEs1IPPvus led to join the friends, 550 
Waiting hard by, that iy might take on board 
The hero to SaLEN TUM“, ſtate reſtor'd : 
When, in his progreſs, who ſhould meet their view 
With indignation ſtruck and pity too, 
Saving PROTESILAS; nor yet did he, 
Join'd in his murderous crime, ſuch meeting flee. 
They came, and to be abject not more lotn 
Than guilty, on their knees down dropping both, 
With tears beſought the ſage to plead their part, 
And ſoften, when got home, his monarch's heart, 560 
Till at ſuch prayer, twas granted them again 


Thence to return and tread SALENTUM's plain. 


BUT 
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Bur PHiLoCLEs, though mild yet firm, began, 


Speaking at once to either wretched man : 


< 


4 


Kneel not before me thus; for all in vain 

You pour into my ear your ſuppliant ſtrain, 

Your wrongs I can forgive, nay, from my ſoul, 

Can, in your miſerable fate, condole, 

But muſt not hold you forth, and be ſincere, 

One proſpe& of recal from exile here. $70 


* THEN labour to appeaſe, by acting well, 

The juſtly anger'd gods while here you dwell ; 
And ſince depriv'd of all that mighty ſum, 
Glean'd by your crimes, I find you hither come. 


If to SALENTUM, I cut ſafe the deep, 


Two promiſes I pledge, which I will keep: 
As firſt, your families to clothe and- feed, 


While they, as now, remain o'erwhelnt'd with need: 


And, in the ſecond place, to ſend you here 

Some ſmall ſupplies of gold from year to year. 580 
No more than this expect, and both adieu: 

Live to the gods that all things know and view : 

And henceforth, in your hearts, be ſure to find 

Peace that yet never fill'd the guilty mind.“ 


MEANWHILE, the SALENTINE, who joyful ſees 


Upriſing from the Eaſt a proſperous breeze, 


K Brings 


— — ¶ - D_ ” 4 
- — ——— == 
— — 
5 * — 0 
n — 2 = 


— 


— . V2 * — — — — — 
— —— 


— — = - 


— 


— 
„ _—— — —— — — 
yo XX . 4 ww 


66 TEL EMACHYVYS. ROOK XIV. 


Brings his great gueſt on board, when, by the wind 

Urg'd forward, they ſee all recede behind; 

And view too the diſtracted baniſh'd pair, 

Beat on their frantic breaſts, root up their hair, 590 
And with ſtretch'd eye- balls ſtand as long to mark 

As poſlibly they can the ſkimming bark. 


Bur NEPTUNE, and each god whoſe potent ſway 
The regions of old NEREHUsS' realm obey, 
Smooth for both chiefs their paſſage through the main, 
And guide them till the neareſt coaſt they gain. 
The CycLapes they paſs, directing o'er 
Their ſerpentizing path from ſhore to ſhore ; 
While at his caſe, the SALENTINIAN friend, 
With converſe, till he ſees their voyage end, 600 
His SAMIAN partner cheers, and tells what fate 
IpomExEus, much urg'd by heavenly hate, 
Had ſuffer'd, a long tale from firſt to laſt, 
Beginning where broke off their converſe paſt, 
Till he had forth diſpatch'd his little band, 
Led by TELEMACHuus, tow'rds DauNnia's land. 
* To him, where the Aſſociate hoſt are now, 
Am I enjoin'd,* he cried, the deep to plow ; 
When 'twill be yours to check his youthful rage, 
With the wiſe counſels of more temperate age. 610 


Such 
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Such is our alter'd king's requeſt, good friend; 
Nor muſt your honourable taſk here end: 
For you too, he requeſts your arm to wield, 
That may ſtill do great wonders in the field, 
And with ſucceſsful proweſs join to quell 
The foe of his allies, and him as well. 
This once compleat, he craves no bleſſing more 
Than your return in ſafety to his ſhore ; 
Where ALL ſhall, from their ſovereign's conduct, find 
What ſorrows for the paſt afflict his mind; 620 
For of his government, arriving there, 
Will he aſſign your worth an equal ſhare, 
Near his own perſon fix your envied place, 
* And with large honours ſuch a favourite grace : 
* Honours—contemplating whoſe copious ſtore, 


Boundleſs ambition would not covet more.“ 


Tuus, while the bark purſued it's ſwift careor, 
Spoke HeGEsIPPUS in his partner's ear: 
Then going on, convers'd of ParyGI1a's plain, 
And the great chiefs there prematurely ſlain ; 630 
Of every grief by every ARGIVE borne, 
That on the hoſt's return, heaven made them mourn ; 
Of AcamemNoN's murder, whoſe falſe wife 
Excited to the deed EcysTmus' knife; 
K 2 And 
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And the hard fate, by great LARERTES' ſon 

Still ſuffer'd, for no crime himſelf had done. 

Thus telling o'er his woes with ample ſtrain, 

Or hearing them told o'er, they cleave the main, 
Till reaching in their courſe the ATHENIAN ſtrand, 


Safe they debark, and urge their way by land. 640 


Bor truſting as of late the wind for ſpeed, 
So in the car now ſeated they proceed. 
The ATHENIAN port they quit, intent to bend 
Their paſſage where IHEBES' lofty walls aſcend ; 
THEBES, ancient and renown'd, the theme of ſong 
For citizens free, active, brave, and ſtrong. 
That pouring on the plain from ſeven rich ſtates, 
In panoply, through ſeven wide opening gates, 
Impatient for the war with ardour burn, 
Rebellion to ſubdue, and kings o'erturn, 659 
That from mankind, like heaven, demand the knee, 
And ſlaves inſtead of ſubjects wiſh to ſee. 
Her walls, as they purſue their rapid flight, 
Impatient of each pauſe, ſalute their ſight ; 
Yet enter they not in, but with ſwift wheels, 
And courſers bath'd in foam ſmoke o'er the fields, 
That part it from the plains, where towering riſe 
MEGara, thy ſtrong walls that prop the ſkies. 


ON 


BOOK XIV. TELEMACH Us. 69 


Ox either fide their path-way, far and near, 
Fair monuments of toil and ſkill appear, 669 
That ſcatter'd o'er the plain with laviſh hand, 
And ſzen while they proceed through AkGos' land, 
Riſe eminent to charm the weary way, 
Where art with nature joins in rich diſplay. 
MEGaRa leaving then, they ſpeed along 
To enter, where BroTia's fluggith throng 
In apathy abſorb'd, and void of parts, 
Waſte vulgar life away in vulgar arts. 
BeoTia's gates they touch, while, through their veins, 
A melancholy leaden languor reigns ; 670 
The infection they partake that ſways the air, 
And the BROTIAN dulneſs largely ſhare. 
Hence therefore, though the ſoil, in conſtant ſpite 
Of every daily miſt, and damp by night, 
A copious harveſt gives, the land they view 
Containiny in each part a ſlothful crew, 
While languidly move on their chariot wheels, 


And every ſenſe alike the torpor feels. 


Bur happicr Puocta's realm, the ſacred plain 
To Deros' ſway devote, at length they gain: 689 
PaRNASsus' mountain paſs, and ſee the ſtream, 


Where, at their eaſe, bards woo the inſpiring dream, 
And 
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And with their Muſe repleniſh'd, chant the name 
Of HEeLicon with more than human flame. 

To DELPenos they aſcend, where Mortals pay 
Their offerings to the genial god of Day: 
Themſelves join in the worſhip, and then ſpeed 
With fellies that ſcarce mark the trodden mead. 


By Er1s next they paſs, and entering then 
Erikus, where ſwift ſteeds are train'd by men 690 
Great in the ranks of war, direct their way 
Tow'rds the rich province of AMBRacia's ſway : 
Then to BuTuroTos ſpeed, whoſe level ſhore 
Views the whole Apri1arTic ſtretch'd before. 
Arriving, to the mart their ſteps they bear, 
Aſking if any bark at anchor there 


Soon meaning to ſet ſail and weſtward bound, 


Might by two travellers happily be found. 

A bark, as they are told, by SaMNIAN men 

Steer'd thither but laſt moon, was waiting then, 700 
And at the ſignal made would put to fea : 

This hearirg, with the maſter they agree, 

Depoſiting the ſum for waſtage o'er 

From Cnaox to HrsPERIA's neareſt ſhore : 

Then haſtily aſcend the veſſel's ſide, 


And launching forth once more, the Deep divide. 
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Nox leſs did the great god take plcaſure now 
To proſper in its courſe the SAMNIAN prow, 
Bid NꝝEREREUS' wanton train before it play, 

And ſmooth as they advanc'd the dangerous way. 
Three times the ſpace employ'd by day's bright ſtar, 
While from the Eaſt he drives his flaming car, 

Till when his courſe is run, the weſtern ſtreams 
Welcome wide-opening his returning beams, 

Stem they the Deep, and to CzRULEUs pour 
Offerings from goblets that with wine run o'er : 
Nor do their grateful hearts reſtrain the rite, 

Till the wiſh'd port ſalutes their anxious fight, 


Far ſhooting from the coaſt its craggy fide, 
A promontory breaks the laſhing tide ; 
HI DpRUNTIA call'd the place, a region found 
Strong guarded from approach on all ſides round; 
For eaſtward lies old ocean, while a line 
Of rocks, that leaving thoſe call'd ApPE NINE, 
Their weſtward ſite diſplay, proceeds along, 
And forms a barrier on that fide as ſtrong. 
Hence ſafely ſeated thus, her people ſaw 
Day after day the proſpe& nearer draw 
Of battle to be wag'd by DAuxTA's hoſt, 
With thoſe late colonizing on their coaſt, 


HiDRUNTIA'S 
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HipkuxnTIa's welcome port, the ſailor-band 
Then enter with deſign the Pair to land. 
They diſembark them, while the riſing ſun 
'cil'd in the Eaſt as yet through vapours ſhone ; 
And to the town then ſpecd, deſigning there 
Things needful to provide with prudent care ; 
When every boon they alk, except alone 
The chariot, to HIDRUNTITA's ſons unknown, 
Their kindly town beſtows, and thus the guide 
Walking to ſhow the way. their ſteps beſide, 740 
Beſpeaks, as they proceed, his truſted charge, 


Beguiling the long way with converſe large. 


* Now, ſtrangers, may you ſee, that this our ground 
* Thus flinty, and theſe rocks that here abound, 
Give not the ſteed ſure footing, which in fear 
Of accidents, we train not therefore here. 
Vet be not you diſturb'd, for ſhort, full ſhort, 
(Since to each camp our people oft reſort) 
* Truſt me, will you yourſelves the diſtance find 
Hence to the plain where ArGos? powers are join'd. 750 
The ſun that, as I deem, has yet ſcarce wrought 
A itxth part of his courſe through heaven's wide vault, 
Shall have it:ll much to finiſh, when this pace, 


If we but keep it, brings us to the place.“ 


« Fok 
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Fox ſuch glad tidings thanks, the courteous man, 


Recover'd to SALENTUM's realm, began: 


Then aſking, thus went on: But ſay, where lies 


Each camp, and to what numbers may it riſe ? 

Vouchſafe too, as a friend, what more you know, 
Shortening the weary way that ſcems ſo ſlow. 769 
And ſay, if in one hoſt the Dauntans lye 

Inclinable the oppos'd Allies to fly, 

Or ſcorning their attempts, and void of fear, 

Sending forth ſcouts for plunder far and near? 


Trvs PHiLOCLEsS, and ceas'd; when thus replied, 


With well-inſtructed words, the faithful guide: 


Fear nothing, you are ſafe; for here alone 
Well-wiſhers to the GREEESs and friends are known. 
This ſtream, that now we trace, GaLEsus nam'd, 
A ſtream, for that vaſt wealth it brings, much fam'd, 5770 
Haply yourſelves may know, to us flows down 
From Ox1a near OTrRaxTo's diſtant town, 

To ſhew then you are ſafe, this friendly tide 

Parts Ax os from the hoſt on Dauxi1a's ide. 

Thus are the river's banks diſtinctly held, 

And thus too, though the laſt by hope impell'd 
Might wiſh to force their way, yet would they deem 
A bar to their beſt hopes the invidious ſtream ; 


I. However, 
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However, while we ſpeak they urge the fray, 

Which prudently the Allies, though ſtrong, delay; 780 
« Expecting yet more aids, that wafted o'er 

Are ſeeking, in twice forty barks, their ſhore. H 
Theſe happily arriv'd, 'tis judg'd they mean 5 
No longer thus entrench'd their force to ſcreen ; 
* But certain of ſucceſs, forth boldly ruſh, | 
And having croſs'd the ſtream, AvrasTus cruſh, ; 
True is it, that of late AprasTvus ſent ? 
A party from his camp, on pillage bent, | 
But theſe, a youth diſpers'd of riſing fame, ; 
* TELEMACHUS, I think, they call his name; 790 
Though others, on no ground 'tis fancied, ſay 

He ſaw but the concluſion of their fray, 

Up- coming when another youthful chief 

Had conquer'd, and of courſe aſk'd no relief. 

* This holds them now at odds, and each intends 

His brethren of the war to move as friends ; 


Who will to-morrow judge *tween Either's claim; 
+ *Tween Either's; for both chiefs put in the ſame.” 


Tur HiDrRUNTIAN thus; nor ceas'd the obſervant man 
Thus going on: * But you too, if you can, 800 
* Aught having learn'd reſpecting either foe, 

* Briefly vouchſafe the ſum to let me know. 
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And of TELEMAcCnvus, the GREEE ſo nam'd, 


A 


Say what to you report may have proclaim'd ; 
* For to our ear concerning him, ſtrange things 


* The public voice of rumour daily brings : 


But whether they are falſely urg'd or true, 
Perhaps I ſhall be taught, good friends, by you.” 


Tre SALENTINIAN chief and SAMIAN ſeer 
Well pleas'd, to his requeſt lent both an ear; 
And in reply, from firſt to laſt made known 
All his great father's fame at PurvyG1a ſhown. 
Thus, while they journey'd forward, paſs'd away 


In converſe the ſlow pac'd declining day, 

When ere it's courſe was ended, they deſcried 
The encampment of the GrEEKs in arms allied; 
And as it chanc'd, that part of it, where then 


The Grecian had diſpos'd his hundred men. 


The GRECIAN, who was then too in his teat, 

While the declining day in talk he ſpent, | 320 
With NES TOR, PzaN's ſon, and others join'd 

Whoſe converſe daily taught his riſing mind. 

Them ſlowly drawing near, the PyLIAN ſage. 

Diſcover'd from the tent, and ſpite of age 

Upriſing from his ſeat, with ardour ran 


The SALENTINE to claſp and thus began: 


L 2 * WHAT 


* 
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War circumſtance, ye gods, my friend brings here, 


Thus ever honour'd, and thus ever dear ? 


- 


Goes with the king all well, and MENTOR too 


That ſuch an unexpected gueſt we view? 830 


* 


Thrice welcome to our arms, nor you alone, 


* 


Thrice welcome too your friend, though yet unknown.“ 


AT MENTOR's much lov'd name, ULyssEs's ſon 
That moment took "the word and thus begun: 
Of MEexTor do you aſk? If ſo, my friend, 
* You come from where he bides I apprehend. 
* The joy how unexpected, and how great 
Thus hearing of the ſenior's happy ſtate; 
For in your looks that he is well I ſee; 
Such looks, were they the whole, enough for me. 340 
* Spread therefore, yea in haſte the tables ſpread, 
To honour whom he ſends,* the chieftain faid ; 
Nor ſatisfied his haſte with words alone, 
But aiding his ſlave's hands employ'd his own. 
With pureſt wheaten bread and ruddy wine, 
The canniſters wax white and goblets ſhine ; 
While fleſh of ſheep and goats, a ſavoury treat! 
Loads the full board, at which they ſit and eat. 


'To all, an ample part the minſtrels deal, 


Nor till their hunger flackens, ſtint the meal. 850 
But 
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But ITrHAcus himſelf, to honour more 

His elder gueſt's great age and head of hoar, 

Allots him from the board a double ſhare : 

Smiling, the Samian takes and thanks his care: 
Affected, while at meat he ſat and ſaw 

What reverence his white hairs from youth could draw ; 
Yet happy to indulge on humbler fare ; 

Partook not at the meal of aught found there, 

Save water from the ſpring, and bread alone, 


For by diſuſe all elſe was taſteleſs grown. 860 


Bur HSS now, while yet the feaſt 
Cheerly. went round, and hunger had not ceas'd, 
Gives ITHacus to know what brought him there, 
And the great buſineſs truſted to his care, 
His ſtory being told, the chieftains gaze 
On PriLlocLEs at once with fix'd amaze, 
And of himſelf intreat from firſt to laſt, 
The tale of his whole life at Samos paſt. 
The 1lluitrious man complies, recounting o'er 
Whatever he had borne on Samos? ſhore, $70 
And in ſuch moving ſtrains, that All appear 
Jeep buried in attention while they hear: 
But more ſo than the reſt, great NeLEvs? ſon, 


Whoſe thread had three men's lives now almoſt run, 


And whoſe not yet decay'd, though altering mind, 
Was to the Narrative not leſs inclin'd ; 

Some marble tablet-like, on which the hand 

Has in ſuch letters as time's rage withſtand 

The legends of paſt ages deeply wrought, 

And of old deeds even children's children taught. 


But PuyiLocTETEs ſtrove the tear to hide, 
Which to blot out, full oft he turn'd aſide : 
Yet ever as he ſtrove with vain eſſay, 
As often would it riſe and force its way. | 
When thus began the chief: Theſe tears, he cried, 
* Proof of that weakneſs which in vain I hide, 
« Condemn not; for they flow and ever muſt 
Till this now alter'd frame returns to duſt, 
Whenever I remember LEMNOS' land, 
* Doom'd as I was to woe within her ſtrand. 
* You ſon of NELEvus, that forſook me there 
* The wrath of every god ten years to bear, 
* You once more I repeat, alas, too well 
Can of that wrath the grievous iſſue tell. 


To hear this wonderous man relate but now 
What he had borne in Samos? land and how, 


Brought my own ſorrows back again to mind, 


Long as I ſuffer'd, and no hope could find. 
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Bear with me in the ſad remembrance then, 


Till my ſore burthen'd ſoul is calm agen.“ 


To whom ULxsskEs' ſon: *« Illuftrious chief, 
Check not, but thy full heart afford relief, 

By giving vent to tears, and deign, nor blame 
My boldneſs that would uſe a friend's dear name, 
Thy ſorrows to divulge ; for great indeed 

They muſt be, and make others* boſoms bleed, 
Whoſe recollection thus with ſtrong controul 

Can into tears ſubdue ſo brave a ſoul. 

Let me intreat this ſtory then once more, 
Though to ſo many here told often o'er ; 


For ſurely, or I err in what I deem, 


If PhILOcTETESs ſpeak on any theme, 


Inſtruction and delight, in equal part, 


The raviſh'd ear muſt charm and mend the heart.“ 


Wirn ſuch requeſt well pleas'd, thus PyLOS' king: 
This ſubject, though oft urg'd, again begin; 

Sure that the heart-expreſs'd heart. wounding tale, 
Muſt always on compaſſion's ear prevail, 

And raviſh, as it did, when firſt on board 

The MyYRMIDONIAN bark to GREECE reſtor'd, 
With unaffected ſtrains, thou charm'd the way, 

And thy brave guides gave ear from day to day, 
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* Comply then, and inſtruct thy friend's pleas'd car 

With wonders that ſcarce truth would ſure aypear, 

Except as they paſs through the lips of O 

* Deteſting lies like hell, whence firſt they ſprung. 

* Charm mine too, and like ſenſe to All aftord 

That honour the young GRECIAN's plenteous board. 

This do, till fleep we court; for ſcarc., as yet 

* Is the firſt watch nocturnal round us ſet ; 930 
Still feebly cheers the ſun our duſky plains, 

And of day's empire more than twilight reigns.” 


So PyLos” king addreſs'd : the godlike man, 


Aſſenting with a nod, firſt briefly ran 
O'er the whole tale in thought, then thus began. 


END OF BOOK XIV. 
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AN EPIC POEM. 
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BOOK XV. 


ARGUMENT. 


The Narration of PHlLOCTETES, comprehending the Death of 
HERCULES ; the Artifice employed by ULYSSES fo obtain the 
Secret of his Death and Burial from PiiloCcTETES; the Pu- 
niſhment of this laſt, for ſuch Diſel:ſure, and the Artifice by 
which ULYSSES, coming to the Iſle of LEMNos, wrought upon 
him to rejoin his Friends at TRoOv. 


J Fottow's, — but, dear friends, ere I begin 
* To mention what my life's diſtreſs has 477, 
* Let me diſcharge a debt with juſtice due 


To ITHacvs, and his great father too, 


M Confeſſing 
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* Confeſling that the ſcorn, though now long paſt, 

« Cheriſh'd in LemNos? iſland for this laſt, 

* Whoſe very name I hated, made me ſhun 

Even after our firſt interview, his ſon. 

But virtue, when ?tis ſoft, ſweet, eaſy, mild, 

* Placid and gentle as a new=boim child, 10 
* And chiefly, when it ſeeks behind the ſcreen 
Of modeſty withdrawn, to act unſeen, 

Can every thing effect, and with ſuch ſpeed 

* That of time's aid it's conqueſts have no need. 
* Ofer me, and with like haſte too, has the ſon 
Of ITyacvs this ready conqueſt won: 

Nor do I ſcruple now to call him mine, 


such mutual, ſuch ſtrong ties our boſoms join.” 


Tarvs having ſaid, the chief his ſpeech renew'd, 
And the heart-moving ſtory thus purfued. 20 


* I follow'd, as a friend, earth's kingdoms-through 
* ArcIDEs, whole deceaſe the good ſtill rue: 
* ALcC1DEs, that earth's realms of monſters purg'd, 
That for their various crimes raſh mortals ſcourg's ; 
* And weigh'd with whom in ſtrength and ſize of frame, 
* The braveſt of mankind, and boaſt of fame 
* Diminutive appear'd, as looks beſide 
The ramifying oak in all its pride, 
Some 
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Some lowlieſt creeping ſhrub, or ſmalleſt thing, 

* Scarce lifted from the ground on trembling wing, 39 
In preſence of Jove's bird that ſoars on high, 

* Scorning acquaintance with our lower ſky. 

* But mighty though he prov'd at once to quell 

*'Earth's utmoſt force, and all the rage of hell, 

« His ſorrows from that tyrant came alone, 

Which none but the Unworthy ſtoop to own. 

Love, love it was, my friends, for he, whoſe might 

* Monſters ſo often quell'd with proſp'rous fight, 

Prov'd in the female world of ſoul ſo weak, 

That beauty's ſhameful bonds he could not break; 40 
For often with deep ſhame he call'd to mind 

* How ranking with the baſeſt of mankind, 

* Through folly he had wreck'd his former fame, 

And ſullied the paſt honours of his name, 

* When, with unheſitating choice of thought, 

* And by the charms of OMrenALE late caught, 

The diſtaff he could ſtoop to take in hand, 

And with ſuch ſight attract all Lypr 4's land. 

* Such was ALCIDES” guilt, and oft with heart 

Sore labouring, in my ear he own'd apart, | 50 
* How more than all beſide, that act alone 

A blot had on his former greatneſs thrown, 

* Polluting every deed in virtue's cauſe, 


* Wrought by his hand before with heaven's applauſe, 
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ir maugre this great guilt, but guilt aton'd 

In ſome ſort by that guilt ſo frankly own'd, 

Great HERCULES, ye gods, incurr'd again 

The paſſion that had prov'd his former bane. 
Thrice happy had he priz'd a virtuous wife, 

Who as her dowery brings the joys of life; 60 
For bleſs'd with ſuch a partner, ſuch a mate, 

Long might my friend have fill'd the nuptial ſtate : 
But bright IoLA's form and beauteous face, 

Like early dawn ſuffus'd with every grace, 

Fir'd his whole ſoul, to gain her blooming charms, 
Nor ceas'd he, till they filPd his doating arms. 


* Tris, DEIN ARIA learning, felt the flame 

Of jealouſy conſume her raging frame; 

And reſolutely fix'd to ſee no Fair 

Uſurp in paſlion's claſp her rightful ſhare, 70 
In her diſtracted ſtate, recall'd to mind 

What NEessus, when he died had left behind; 
That tunic, by whoſe aid his plotting brain 
Plann'd on the chief a work of death and bane: 
Yea, on ALciDEs, whoſe unerring bow 

Had Nessvs* double form juſt then laid low. 
This tunic to the unhappy wife he ſent, 


Pretending it would work a bleſs'd event, 


And 
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And wake her lord's firſt paſſion when put on, 
If for ſome other fair he did her wrong. 

: * But with that blood embrued, himſelf had ſhed, 
& When by Arcipes? ſlain, his ſpirit fled, 

It kept the envenom'd bane, though ſtrange to tell, 
* Proceeding from the ſhafts by which he fell ; 
For theſe were with that bane ſuffus'd all o'er, 


Since dipp'd in the Lexnzan hydra's gore; 
And if they pierc'd the fleſh, ſuch wounds they made 
* As were not to be cur'd by med'cine's aid. 


* CLoTH'p with this tunic, which his wife had ſent, 
* Though ſtranger to the Centaur's dire intent, go 
Too ſoon, ALcipes felt the cruel pain, 
Meant to take place by Nessus in his brain. 
* OExTaA's lofty mount ;—for there, when came 
* This veſture from the fond deluded dame, 
* ALCIDES with myſelf ſojourn'd awhile, 
After the labour of his life's laſt toil, 
When with ſuch fame he ſeiz'd the golden fruit, 
* Firſt having ſlain its guard, the winged brute :— 
© The lofty mount he ſhook with dreadful cries, 
Forth vented till they reach'd the echoing ſkies ; 109 


- 


* Made every lofty height and vale profound 
* His agonizing groans re-echo round ; 
| And 
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And writhing, as he ſtamp'd, with racking pain, 
Affrighted to its ſource the Ioxtax main. 

Not Basax's ſavage bulls, whoſe dreadful roar 
Shakes when they meet in fight, that hilly ſhore, 
Ere bellow'd half ſo loud as then the chief, 

When he beſought each godhead for relief. 

Lic has, unconſcious of the veſt's intent, 

But whom ArLcipes? wife had with it ſent, 110 
That of his heart the workings he might ſhow, 
Obſerving his great maſter ſuffer ſo, 

To ſoothe him in his agonies drew near, 

Not leſs unaw'd by guilt than void of fear : 

But his great maſter, ſuffering every pang, 

Caught up, in his ſtrong gripe, the unhappy man, 
And, from the promontory”s craggy ſteep, | 
Down daſh'd him unawares into the deep : 

Where chang'd into a rock, by heaven's dread will, 
That keeping its late human figure ſtill, 120 
Faſt rooted there remains, a dread portent, 

To ſeamen that paſs by with canvas bent, 

And gathering every breeze, avoid the ſtrand 

Not daring to approach TnessaL1a's land. 


Tuus, when I ſaw determin'd LICHAs' fate, 
Brought for no crime to ſuch a wretched ſtate, 


* Forgetting 
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Forgetting my wont ſelf, before ſo brave, 

But in the end become a recreant ſlave, 

My perſon from his rage I thought to ſcreen, 
And in ſome darkſome covert pant unſcen. 
With ore hand, I beheld the heroe tear, 

As eaſy as I then my frighted hair, 

Thoſe pines up by the root, and oaks ſo ſtrong, 
That baffling every ſtorm had flourith'd long ; 
While with the other, while a ſanguine tide 
Down trickled o'er his limbs, in vain he tried 
The tunic to tear off, that ſeem'd but more 
Glued to them by the black congealing gore, 
Save o'er his manly body, here and there, 
Where his ſtrong efforts had the bone laid bare. 
Thus HercuLEs, againſt himſelf, employ'd 


1 39 


140 


That ſtrength, which from heaven's bounty he enjoy'd, 


Till in the end, ſuperior to each pang 
That agoniz'd the ill-fated ſuffering man, 
His fortitude once more reſum'd its reign, 


And, by degrees, he ſunk the ſenſe of pain.” 


«© Behold,” '« ſaid ALcEeus' ſon, ** behold, my friend, 
What they muſt come to that heaven's will offend ! 


cc 


= 


16 


For greatly have I err'd, and ſinning long, 
While the offended gods in vain look'd on, 
To DEIN ARIA perjur'd, dar'd deſpiſe 
Love's matrimonial bond and ſacred ties. 


150 


I ſuffer, 
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! ſuffer, I expire, yet not repine ; 
*+ But to the gods my forfeit breath reſign, 
++ Whom to appeaſe, thus humbled in the duſt, 


Their vengeance, though ſevere, I own is juſt. 


© BuT whither, deareſt friend, oh tell me where, 
«« Wouldit thou for ſafety flee from my deſpair ? 
„% Pain, I confeſs, has, on this Licyuas here, 
«© Preſuming in my rage to draw ſo near, 160 
*« CompelPd me to inflict a cruel fate, 
„Which I repent and mourn for though too late. 


„But doſt thou think, my heart can ere forget 


«« Of our paſt amity the mighty debt ? 

Oh no! for gracious Pæ Ax's godlike ſon 
«« Still friendly as when firſt our loves begun, 
% Shall ſhew me, while I yield this vital air, 


« As to a dying man the laſt ſad care; 


% Pour out upon my duſt the tender tear, 


«© Nor yet the dues of love give over here; 170 
„But careful for his friend, and pious ſtill, 

„ Some urn with my remains proceed to fill. ; 
„This this ſhall be thy part. Where art thou then, : 


„ My PHlLOCTETES, where, oh beſt of men? 


Inſpirer of my heart's ſole joy below, 
„ Haſte haſte thee to thy friend, and cheer his woe.“ 


„ TBIS 
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* Ty1s hearing, I renounce all dread, and run 
With ardour to embrace ALCMENA's ſon :— 
* He fees me, and his arms throws open wide, 
* As fondly as when firſt he met his bride ; 189 
* But ſuddenly ſtops ſhort, and feels the fear 
* Of Kindling in my breaſt his flame ſevere, 


« Exclaiming thus aloud :' „ Alas! this laſt 


Sad privilege, the time for love now paſt, 
© Denies me, nor my friend may I embrace, 
© Oilice allow'd the reſt of human race.” 
Ile ended, and the trees that late he tore 

* In pain up by the roots together bore, 
Collected in a pile, and faſhion'd there 
Where higheſt roſe Or ra's top in air. 190 lll 


oo 


The finiſh'd pile he mounts, and ſpreads along 


LY 


His NzMEaxN lion's hide, in vain ſo ſtrong, 


Whea conquering in the fight, his foe he tore, 


And over his large frame the trophy wore, || 


* 


Wherever he went forth to break the chain ' 


Of wretches that conſum'd their lives in pain. 


* 


This did ALcipEs with forbearing mind, 


* 


And on his maſly club at eaſe reclin'd, 


Bade me apply a blazing torch below, 
And the flame light that was to end his woe, 200 
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© My hands, with horror ſeiz'd and trembling fear, 
Forc'd thus ALcipts? dire command to hear, 
Retus'd not to conclude the powerful ſtrife 

Exiſting *tween the chief and hated life ; 

For cauſe I had to fear that ſo much pain 

As at that fatal moment fir'd his brain, 

Might ſome indignant action make him do, 

After thoſe great ones that had charm'd men's view. 
Therefore I gave aſſent, ſtretch'd forth my hand, 
And to the pile applied a flaming brand. 210 
This ſeeing, o'er his face a ſmile was ſpread, 

And on death's brink complacently he ſaid:“ 

Now ſee I clearly, that thy friend's true fame 
Much more thou prizeſt than his mortal frame ; 
And, therefore, when ſafe treading CyHarox's ſhore 
To the bleſt region I am wafted o'er, 

And by thy hand ſet free from all this pain, 

The IMmorTALS will I beg with fervent ſtrain 
Such piety to bleſs, while I too ſhow 

How much to thy great love I think I owe, 220 
By giving thce thoſe arms I hold ſo dear, 

While I have yet the power of giving here : 

Keep, keep, I charge thee, keep the gift with care, 

And with thee the rich treaſure always bear ; 

For then ſhall thy worſt foe attempt in vain 

To triumph o'er thy corſe in battle ſlain. 


« Farewell, 
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„% Farewell, and be aſſur'd ALCIDES dies, 
« Join'd to thy heart in friendſhip's holy ties.“ 


A moment's ſpace he paus'd, then once again 


* With renovated ſtrength began the ſtrain.” 2 39 


Bor, if my friendſhip truly touch thy heart, 
Jo my fad ſoul a beam of joy impart, 
By promiting at no time to make known, 
„Where, when my life's laſt breath at length is flown, 
Thy friendly, thy kind hand in earth ſhall lay 


„Ihe remnant of my periſhable clay: 


* 


« Nor, leſt van mockers ſhould inſult my fame, 
„ Publiſh that I have render'd up life's flame.” 


* WrrTy tears, that while I anſwer'd him, ran o'er, 


I heard, and in return, compliance ſwore. 240 


My oath reviv'd his foul, when once again 


»The hero would have ur,'d his grateful ſtrain, 


But ſuddenly the blaze its paſſage found, 


* Environing the chief on all ſides round; 


LI 


Choak'd his remaining ſpirit, and amid 
* A vapour of denſe ſmoke, the ſufferer hid: 


* Yet ſometimes could I ſee the wonderous man 


* Compos'd, and as in ſcorn of every pang, 
N 2 A placid 
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A placid ſmile aſſume, as if with flowers 
* Crowr'd fragrant he was laid in blooming bowers, 250 
* Circled by the companions he held dear, 


And tharing ſome rich feaſt's delicious cheer. 


© TnaT portion by AmenyTRrION's mortal wife 
«© Beſtow'd, when from her womb the chief drew life, 
Soon periih'd, but that part, he kept entire, 
* Given at his birth by heaven's immortal Sire; 
* 'F hat ſubtle breath I mean, that eſſence pure, 
That principle of life from change ſecure, 
* Which equally burns bright in every ſtage 
Of varicd Nature's courſe, from youth to age. 260 
* Thus HEerkcuLEs, dear friends, great Jove's own ſon, 
Life from him, like a cumbrous burthen, flung : 
* His dwelling in heaven's domes ordain'd to hold, 
And HN, ever young, in wedlock fold; 
HH from Juno ſprung, the beauteous fair, 
* Whole office it had been Jove's cup to bear, 
As minſtrel at his feaſts, ere ſnatch'd from earth, 
To GANYMEDE, deriv'd of mortal birth, 
* The god aſſign'd that charge, and bade him ſtand 
* Honour'd at his adorable right hand. 270 


* To me, a ſource of ſorrows without end, 


Reſulted from theſe arrows of my friend : 


Since 


BOOK xv. TELE MACH Us. 92 


Since now was come the time, when Greece combin'd 
For waftage o'er to TRoy invok'd the wind. 

But of their war, the iſſue firſt to know, 

Knelt at great PHeoBus' fane her augur low: 

Attending to whoſe ſuit, the god replied, 

That to their cauſe the fates ſucceſs denied, 

If HERCULES not went, or no one bore 


His ſacred duſt and arms to PuryGia's ſhore. 280 


* ULyssEs, as in fight reputed great, 

So equally renown'd for wiſe debate, 

Pledg'd in full council to the ARG IE train 

His promiſe ere they plough'd the EGEAN main, 
That to their warfare he would bring along 
ALCipes' ancient friend amid their throng ; 

For boldly he affirm'd the chief was dead, 

And his fam'd ſhafts become now mine inſtead. 
Already had elaps'd a length of time, 

Since boldly and at noon ſtalk'd forth cach crime; 290 
For ſince no longer HERCUITESs appear'd, 

No more his mighty name the guilty fear'd : 
Wrought by his hand, men ſaw no ſhining deed, 


Nor from oppreſlion's gripe were mortals freed. 


Or HzrcULEs, ſuch various rumours flew, 
That hardly what to think the GRECIANS knew. 


Some 
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Some vouch'd him yet ſurviving, and maintain'd, 


That for the ScyTu1ian coaſt, with crimes ſo ſtain'd, 


The chieftain had ſet out; to civilize 

Thoſe who abode beneath ſuch diſtant ſkies. 
But from his former point relaxing nought, 
Sage ITHacvs aflirm'd what firſt he thought; 
And ſure of what he urg'd, even promis'd too 


That my own lips ſhould own the aſſertion true. 


* To TurssALx he came, while yet my mind 
No conſolation for my friend could find; 

And there, ſore labour'd long my ear to gain, 
My ear, to which all converſe then gave pain: 
But ITHAcus, for ſpeech was ſo renown'd, 

That of his ſtrain the force at laſt I found: 

His words ruſh'd o'er me with a ſtrength divine, 
Which then I could not ſtand, or now define. 
For HERCULES he wept, but touch'd the ſprings 
Of love and friendſhip join'd for AxGos? kings, 
Who, though for juſtice ſtruggling, yet on me 
Plac'd all their hopes (he ſaid) by heaven's decree. 
My full aſſent he got, but ſtrove in vain 

The aſſurance of ALcipes* death to gain: 

Yet having no one doubt, intreated then 

I would make known not where he died or ben; 
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But if I felt for GREECE, the place alone 
Where his remaining aſhes I had ſtrown. 


* Tyvs ITHAcus: while as for me, the thought 


Of perjury's black crime with horror fraught, 


- Should I the interdicted thing proclaim, 


Almoſt to diflolution ſhook my frame. 

And therefore, —with a bluſh my fault I ſpeak, — 
I durſt elude that oath I would not break. 

With my raſh foot I ſtruck the hallow'd ground, 
Where, ſkill'd without a word each ſign to ſound, 
ULyssEs dug down deep, and there deſcried 
Thoſe aſhes I had pledg'd my oath to hide. 

That done, the bark 1 climb'd, and inſtant bore, 
With ITHacus, my courſe to PyuRyYG1a's ſhore. 


* AT LEMNos, in the paſſage, we put in; 
At Lemnos, where I found my woes begin; 
For landing, and intent the chiefs to how 
How ſurely I could uſe ALcipes* bow, 

[ ſeiz'd a dart in haſte, and took my aim 


An antler'd ſtag to pierce of ſtately frame ; 


But chanc'd to drop the ſhatt, whoſe point betwixt 


The tendons of my foot a wound infix'd, 
The tendons of that guilty perjur'd foot, 
Late telling where ALcipes I had put: 
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When 
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When ſcarcely had its way the arrow found, 


And poiſon'd, as it was, entail'd the wound, 

But my ſad cries began, heard day by day, 

While in the LEMNIAN iſle I made my ſtay. 

My wretched ſtand I took beſide the flood, 

* Lamenting o'er its ſtream with tears of blood: 350 
While from my wound, a prurient humour flow'd, 

* Spreading its bane through all the ifle's abode. 

With horror, ſaw the GREEKS my wretched ſtate, 

And left me, as mark'd out by heaven's juſt hate, 


: N. 
A warning to the world, that future times, 


Aw'd by the puniſhment, might ſhun my crimes, 


Bur he, who for the GREEEKS had undertook 
* To win me, his late partner firſt forſook, 
GREECE, and her cauſe, profeſſing more to prize, 
* As afterward I learn'd, than friendſhip's ties. 360 
No longer, as I ſaw, could now the prieſts 
* Bow at the fane, or tend their holy feaſts. 
But thinking, while thus ſunder'd from mankind, 
Who had firſt brought me there with GREECE combin'd, 
I labour'd but in vain to coin ſome name, 
Adapted to his treachery, guilt, and ſhame ; 
i * When the whole hoſt he wrought on to betray 
1 My unſuſpecting faith and fail away. 


« Ar 
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Ar LEMxos, I remain'd the whole long time 

GREECE with her powers was whelming PuryG1a's clime. 370 
Thus in an iſle ſhut up to man unknown, 

And by fierce beaſts of prey poſſeſs'd alone; 

An iſle, where all I heard was but the ſhock 

Of ocean on each cliff and craggy rock. 

A cavern half way up the ifle I found, 

The obſcene reſort of beaſts on all fides round, 

Whoſe howlings day by day, and famiſh'd roar 

Whenever they went forth at night for gore, 

Warn'd me to guard my life with trembling fear, 

And keep tranſpiercing thoſe that durſt draw near. 380 


* I gather'd in a heap, my bed to form, 

Thoſe leaves which drove before the winter ſtorm, 
Or withering, chanc'd to drop beneath the breeze, 
In Autumn when it ſhook the ruſtling trees. 
All I poſſeſs'd was but a wooden cup, 

Uſeful whene'er I ſcoop'd the water up: 

Join'd with ſome wretched rags, to wipe away 
The oozings of my wound from day to day. 
Thus outcaſt of mankind, and doom'd to bear 
The dreadful wrath of heaven unmov'd by prayer, 390 
I paſs'd away my time, though oft in vain, 


In efforts to tranſpierce the ſalvage train: 
O And 
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And ere the wounded victim I could ſeize, 
Was forc'd to crawl along on hands and knees, 


* When coming to- the ſpot, my prey I tore, 
* Devour'd it, and was greedy ſtill for more. 


* THE ACHAIANS, I muſt own, the night they ſail'd 
* Some viands left behind, but thoſe ſoon fail'd : 
* To warm me when the ſun his beams withdrew, 
* What were the ways I did not then purſue? 40@ 
* Ingenious made by need, two flints at length 
* Together I rubb'd hard with all my ftrength, 
When lab'ring to effect my ſtrenuous aim, 
« I proſper'd, and drew forth the latent flame. 
Hard was this life, which yet I could have borne 
* Though from all ſocial intercourſe thus torn, 


* Had not the thought kept preying on my mind 
Of the falſe GREEEs that left me there behind. 
„What! draw” * cried I,* ** thus far, a man decreed, 
„% By his fole arm at Trxov their cauſe to. ſpeed, 410 
+« Entice him forth for this, and leave him then 
«« Abandon'd in an iſle untrod by men; 
% Nay leave him while he flept”—* for wretched me, 
* At midnight's lonely hour they put to ſea. 
judge what I underwent at morning's dawn, 
* Diſcovering when I woke their ſhips withdrawn! 
Alas! 
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Alas! in my diſtreſs, on all ſides round 

Examining the region, ſcarce I found 

One ſingle trace, one veſtige, to make knows 

What foot had there been met with but my own. 420 


« For to the full I found, what oft before 

From rumour I had learn'd of LEMRNOS“ ſhore, 
That neither ſocial trade, nor human law, 

Nor travellers landing there, men ever ſaw. 

Thus, no deliverance could I hope to gain, 

Save by ſome ſhipwreck but that hope how vain! 
For no one would have dar'd prove ſuch a friend 
As to remove me and the GREEEs offend. 

Thus, while ten winters fall d the tedious time, 
Endur'd I every grief in LEMNOS' clime 430 
That juſtice could on erring man impoſe, 

Or erring man ſuſtain, though vers'd in woes. 


* Tris period being paſs'd, one happy day 

Still recent though ſo long now fled away, 

My limbs, with certain plants, whoſe juice I found 

By long experience paſt reliev'd by wound, 

Then dragging, and at diſtance from my cave, 

Methought I ſaw a youth of aſpe& grave, 

But elegant in form, and Gods!“ cried out, 

Struck, at the unhop'd-for ſight, with joy and doubt. 440 
O 2 * That 
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* 


That I beheld AcniLLEs, firſt I thought, 


* Such memory of that chicf the proſpect wrought, 


And ſo appear'd their air and mien alike, 
Their different years however fail'd to ſtrike, 
And, had I but conſider'd, that alone 


Would have at once my erring view made known. 


Lad 


Yet ſtill was he a man and Greek as well, 
That from his dreſs at diſtance I could tell. 
I noted by his looks and geſture too, 


* 


Both more and more perceiv'd as near I drew, 450 


That the good youth was at the proſpect pain'd, 
While on the ground my crippled limb I train'd.“ 


„Ou! ſtranger,” I began, what ſecret hand 
„Has brought thee in thy bark to this lone ſtrand ? 
„Thy habit of a GREEK full well I know, 

More precious to me ſtill than all below. 

Speak then, and let me hear too on thy tongue 

The language that myſelf was taught when young; 

But which from no one I have heard ſo long, 

Here from mankind ſhut up by treacherous wrong. 460 
++ Oh do not thus avert thy ear and eye, 

*« But no leſs ſee my ſtate than hear me ſigh); 

And let compaſſion's generous flame alone 


„Thy ſympathizing heart and tongue make known.” 


* SCARCE 
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* SCARCE heard I in reply the ſtranger ſpeak ;* 
J am indeed no other than a Greek,” 
But anſwering, thus I ſaid,, Oh gracious ſound 
„Thus making my fad ſoul with tranſport bound, 
Heard after a long lapſe of year on year, 
„ Spent comfortleſs and ſolitary here. 470 
« Yet anſwer, and make known what adverſe hand 
„% Thy galley has thus forc'd on Lemxos? ſtrand ? 
„What unrelenting ſtorm, —or rather ſay, 
What pitying god has bid thee ſteer this way?“ 


* Tavs I, and briefly he:? From Scyros? land 


« Firſt came I, and again now ſeek her ſtrand : 


This further; NEO PTOLEMus my name, 
« And ſprung, if I may truſt the voice of fame, 
„% Born as I was ſo far from PuTHria's coaſt, 


„Of great AcuiLLEs' loins: my tale thou know'ſt.” 480 


* Sucu inexplicit words and haſty ſtrain 
* Suffic'd not, when myſelf thus ſpoke again :? 
* Oh youth of regal birth, deriv'd from one 
That truly I eſteem, great THreT1s? ſon, 
Dear fondling bred in Lycomepes' court, 
«« Say yet what region of the world, what port 
© Laſt viſited thy bark, and wherefore led 


Far from thy courſe, thou com'ſt this ifle to tread ?" 
I ſpoke; 
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* I ſpoke, but urging ſtill the fraudful part, 

* Fraudful, thought nought like guilt was in his heart, 490 
* He anſwered that from PfVRGTA laſt he came, 

When hearing him thus utter PuRyGIa's name, 

* Impatient I cut ſhort the good young man, 

And with brief queſtion haſtily began: 

„Thou didſt not,” I enquir'd,* join ArGos? train 
When they firſt girt with ſiege the PERVYGITIAN plain?” 

„% No not with ArGos? chieftains then mix'd I; | 
But tell me, didſt thou ſo?” was his reply. 

Struck at theſe words, I anſwer'd him :* „ Ah me! 

„The GREEEs deride my wretchedneſs I ſee ; 500 
„For by thy artleſs queſtion, I can find 

My griefs were never told thy generous mind, 

„ Unhappy as I am, my foes exult, | 

«© And the great ſorrows they firſt caus'd inſult ! 

„My agonies increaſe! LAERTES' ſon, | 

© And they too from the faithleſs Ar REUS ſprung; 

Have brought me to this ſtate; for which may all 

«© Heaven's thunder on their heads the God let fall.” 


* THEN told I, how of every hope bereft 
In LEMNOs, ten long years I had been left. $10 
+ He liſten'd till my griefs were all made known, 
When in theſe well feign'd terms he told his own.“ 


O : 
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« My father ſlain,” * ſaid he, —“ alas! how ſaid 
„% NEOPTOLEM,” I cried:? © AcniLLEs dead! 
„% EAciDes! what he! afflicting day | 
« Eacipes from being torn away! 
« Pardon the tears which to that chief I owe, 


If o'er his adverſe fortune thus they flow.” 


They ſoothe my pain,” he ſaid,“ and pleas'd I find 
That my fire's death can move PæxONTIA's mind: 520 
„But hear me; for ULysses, yea even he 

«© That both of us have cauſe to hate I ſee,” 

Ves, hate him did he ſay; and note, my friends, 

* Note that word well; for much thereon depends,” 

After my father's death to Scyros came, 

«© Afſuring me that GREECE with fruitleſs aim 

*« Encounter'd Troy in arms, unleſs to theirs 

„% Were in the combat join'd AcHILLESs' heir's.“ 

* He ſpoke, and as he wiſh'd, obſerv'd my breaſt 

Burn to eclipſe the fame my ſire poſſeſs d. 530 
Full of this noble thirſt, the ſiege I gain; 

And round me the whole army croud the plain. 


The features of the fire, each GRECIAN ſwears 


Live re-eſtabliſh'd in his blooming heir's. 


Bor ignorant to judge 'twixt real friends, 
And flatterers that but ſerve their private ends, 
os heard, 


5 
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© I heard, and as ActtLLEs' rightful heir, 


* Durſt claim that armour he was wont to wear. 

When ATRrEvs' ſons replied :* “ With leave, enjoy 

„% Whatever of the chief here reſts at TROY; 549 
His godlike mail except, whoſe ſhining frame | 


« Falls to ULyssEs, as his next in fame.” 


* Ty1s hearing I wax wroth: I rage, and rave, 
« Diſhonour'd like ſome vile, ſome abject ſlave: 
* When in theſe terms, falſe ITHAcus began :? 
„ What ſervice done the Ar RIDÆ, bold young man, 
Haſt thou to urge in ſanction of thy claim, 
„ Thou that to PuRyYGI1a here ſo lately came? 
*« By ſuffrage of the GREEKS, thoſe arms are mine, 
And never the great prize wall I reſign. $50 


+ 'Tnvs, by ULyssEs robb'd I go, dear friend, 
«© And my returning courſe to ScyRos bend. 


Oh ye all ruling gods, my prayer accord 
« And let your greateſt gifts thoſe men reward, 


© Who hate the ArRIůBæ and LakRTES' ſon: 
*« This is my tale at large and I have done.” 


* ATTENTIVELY I heard; then thus,* But ſay, 
1 «« Where ſlept great TELAMoN on ſuch a day, 
iy | That 
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That with a careleſs arm he ſuffer'd then 

'The good to be trod down by wicked men ? 565 
Where ſlept,” * he ſaid, great TE LAM ON indeed! 
Heaven the great warrior's death ere that decreed.“ 

His death, I ö cried,* “ and Ir HAcus live ſtill! 

But how could he obtain his wicked will, 

While thou hadſt one friend left, and readier ſure 

To rank upon thy fide than thou conjure ? 

Where was ANT1ILoQUUs, wiſe NESTOR's ſon ? 

Where he too from the juſt MEexzTivus ſprung 2” 

And they,” * return'd the chief, yes, friend, even they 
Are, with too many like them, ſwept away.” 570 
Ah!” once more I replied, What was it ſaid, 
NEoPTOLEM ? Sad news! ſo many dead! 

Thus cruel war cuts down the virtuous Few, 

And ſpares with life the Bad a numerous crew. 

Falſe ITnacvus ſurvives; with him, no doubt, 

Does THERSITES, and all the epprobrious rout. 

Such is heaven's pleaſure, that the juſt alone, 

Struck by its rigorous arm, in death muſt groan.” 


* Thus, on ULyYssEs vented I my rage, 


Scarce thinking that ſo near me ſtood the ſage. 580 
While ſtill, with pious fraud, AchiLIESs' ſon 

Purſuing to the end his taſk begun, 

Addreſs'd me with theſe words in mournful ſtrain :* 


Since fraudulence thus rules in ARGOs' train, 
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„ From PauRYG1A, to my native ifle I go: 


« Farewell; and may heaven's arm your cure beſtow.” 


* THEx ſuppliantly myſelf: “ And oh, my fon!” 
With tears that choak'd my utterance I begun,” 
1 charge thee by thy dear fond mother's womb, 
And by thy generous father's ſacred tomb, 
++ Not to abandon me in my deſpair, 
*© Theſe aggravated ſorrows ſtill to bear. 
** I necd not be inform'd how much indeed, 
On ſhipboard, I ſhall incommode thy ſpeed : 
*« But truſt me, to refuſe will blot with ſhame, 
If ever it be told, thy noble name. 
«« Neglected let me lie, expos'd and bare 


Of covering, to keep off the rheumy air: 


«« Thrown in thy veſſel's ſtern, its hold or well, 


So that my wound may leaſt offend thy ſmell. 

„ charge thee by the Immortals, who diſpenſe 

«© Large bleſſings on the Good, to bear me hence. 
Vea, by the gods I charge thee, fafely land 

«« This ruin of my frame on ScyRos? ſtrand. 


Or waft me, if thou like, from LEMNOsS o'er, 


Oh waft me to EuBÆA“s ſea-girt ſhore. 
'« Waft, waft me to my fire. Alas! I dread 
„That ancient as I left him, he is dead. 
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„To thee 'tis therefore I now fly, my friend. 

„Oh hear my fervent prayer, oh condeſcend 

To recollect no ſtate from change is free, 510 
And learn for thy own ſake to pity me.” 


* NEoPTOLEM pave ear, and promis'd then 
To take me; when thus I, o'crjoy'd agen: 
„Oh happy hour, that after ten years” ſtay, 
Thus all at once my ſorrow wipes away. 
«© Oh bountiful young man, the Immortals ſure 
„ Ordain'd thee for this moment and my cure. 
Dear partner of my way to ScyRos” ſtrand, 
Loet me at length take leave of LEMRNOS“' land, 62G 
Though from the commerce of life's ſocial throng, 
On all ſides, it has hemm'd me in ſo long.” 
« I ceas'd, and having got my ſhafts and bow, 


Turn'd ſeaward with glad pace though pain'd and ſlow. 


No ror EM beheld my quiver'd ſtore, 
And juſt when we ſet forth to gain the ſhore, 
Crav'd my permiſſion in his hand to take, 
And kiſs them for the great ALcipes? fake. 


- 


This was his ſcheme; for having got my bow, 

To Troy I ſhould conſent he thought to go. 630 
When thus I made reply :* All, all, dear ſon, 

** 'Thyſelf thinkſt fit to aſk be freely done; 

P2 For 
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For thou reſtor'ſt me life, my native place, 
My kin, and if not dead my ſire's embrace. 
„Do with me as thou wilt, and truly boaſt 
Js thou art he alone of AkGOsS' hoſt 
Found worthy but to touch theſe arms divine ; 


By preſent from great HercuLEs made mine.” 


* BuT of a ſudden, and ere yet my friend, 
As will appear, ill gifted to pretend, | 640 
Could fully view my arms, a cruel pang 
Caus'd by my wound through every fibre ran. 
* I know not what 1 do: Give, give,“ 1 cry, 
Oh give me a {harp knife and let me die. 
Burn me, young man, performing what my hand 
„ Did for ALctprgs in Ok TA's land. 
++ Hear, hear me, Earth, within whoſe friendly breaſt 
'« Fain would I lay me down and be at reſt, 
'+ If but ſome place for burial thou wouldſt deign, 


*« Pitying a wretch thus doom'd to conſtant pain.“ 650 


* Tavs frantic in my fit, and when at length 
Its anguiſh had exhauſted all my ſtrength, 
A cuſtomary ſwoon and ſleep profound 


Succceding it, compos'd my throbbing wound. 
While an abundant ſweat bath'd all my frame; 


* 


And from my foot a black thick humour came. 
Thus 
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Thus, void of ſenſe, I ſlept ; and as I lay 
My arms might have been borne with eaſe away: 
But faithful was NeoyrToLEM, and born 


* Like his great fire, all treacherous deeds to ſcorn. 0 


* YET coming to myſelf, far other pain 
Than pity's in his face I ſaw full plain; 
For like a man in double arts untricd, 
And who with difficulty feigns, he ſigh'd. 
This noting, I cried out: thy looks I ſee, 
That with thy generous heart ſo ill agree 
Thou wouldſt not ſurely, friend, my faith betray, 
And fraudfully my arrows bear away? | 
„ Tell me, what means all this, but ſpeak with truth?“ — 
When keeping ſtill my arms, replied the youth: 670 
* To ParyYGIaA with thy friend thou muſt indeed, 


For JueiTEx ſo wills, thy paſſage ſpeed.” 

© What ſaidſt thou,” * cried I out, when this I heard: 
„To PurYGia didſt thou ſay? Was that the word? 
Quick give me back my arms, betray me not, 

Nor with my enemies againſt me plot. 

See my eyes well or ill! thou turnſt away, 

„And wilt not condeſcend to hear me pray! 

Alas Fam undone! Oh rocks, to you 


++ My late forborne complaints I howl anew. 680 
„ Muſt 
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Muſt I be then deluded, and by one 

Born nobly like the great Acairres? fon? 

My arms he would take from me, and in vain, 

Hence lures a friend that GREECE may mock my pain! 
Oh gods! that he had dar'd attempt the crime 

When I had health and ſtrength and manly prime. 

Take not advantage of me then, dear ſon, 

But imitate the chief from whom thou'rt ſprung. 

Thou anſwereſt not; and *tis to you, alas, 

Ye rocks, that, though inſenſate your hard maſs, 690 
I muſt complain; for of all hope bereft, 
And without means of ſuſtenance now left, 
Soon {ſhall I die oppreſt with famine's rage, 
Or of brute beaſts the hunger firſt aſſuage. 
But fain would I imagine that ſome foe 
Works on thee thus a ruthleſs heart to ſhow : 
Purſue not his advice, but back reſtore 

My ſhafts, and if thou go I aſk no more.” 


* Thvs I, and to himſelf AckhIIIES' ſon 


Not without tears; for grief his boſom wrung :* 700 


«6 


Thus ſpoke he, while he turn'd away his head; 


Oh gods! that I had ne'er left Scyros? ifle ? 


For this ſad end ne'er trod the PRRYVEIAN ſoil!” 
* 


And by the occaſion prompted, more had ſaid, 


© But 


— . 
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But that myſelf began; and' Gods!” I cried :* 
« What do I ſee!” for lo, my cave- beſide, 

Forth from the covert of a neighbouring wood, 
Where in concealment planted he had ſtood, 


ULyssEs I ſaw ruſh, my mortal foe !? 


Is it not he,” «© I cried,” ** fay if you know?” 710 


I ſaid, and heard him ſpeak, when his reply 


LY 


He utter'd in theſe words:! Yes, truly * 


* To tell you what I felt, all words are vain: 


Let me then ſay, that had ſtern PLluro's reign 


- 


Flung open its barr'd gates, and ſhown my ſight 


The region of grim death and realms of night, 


They would not, I confeſs with inward ſhame, 


LI 


So potently have ſhook my labouring frame. 

With indignation fill'd too great to bear, 

* I vented once again my cries in air :? 720 
„% Oh Lemxos!” *« I exclaim'd;* look on, look on, 
And ſee what I endure from fraud and wrong. 

„% Thou Proz us too regard, whoſe beams behold 

«© The traitor in his crimes become thus bold” — 

* ULyssEs heard me out; then thus:* <©* *Tis He, 

That with a nod alone bids all things be, 

** Whoſe voice has been made known; and what He wills 


** Your enemy miſreckon'd but fulfils.” 
ci To 
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©« To aggravate,” * I cricd,* “ thy guilt and ſhame, 
Thou canſt not ſure invoke Jove's ſacred name! 730 
Bchold this generous youth, ordain'd when born, 
On traitors. and their crimes to look with ſcorn, 
„Who ſuffers in the act, thy fraudful tongue 

„ Perſuaded him, no doubt, heaven bade be done.” 
We meditate no fraud,” the ſage replied :* 

«© Nor for that purpoſe have we ſtemm'd the tide. 
But wiſh to be your friends, the means enſure 

„ 'That under Jove's high will ſhall work your cure, 
To deſtiny then yield, nor be it known 


% You have no foe, except yourſelf alone,” 740 


* Tuvs ITHacus; when I, in nought aſſuag'd, 
* But (ſuch is nature's weakneſs) more enrag'd, 
Thus furiouſly replied :* * Perfidious man 
Make anſwer, if thy perjur'd tongue but can, 
«© Why, ſeeing thou waſt firſt to leave me here, 
„ Would'ſt thou again perſuade me hence to ſteer ? 
« Oh gods !—but it is You that work my bane : 


* 


Vet if with juſtice o'er mankind you reign, 

„ Strike, ſtrike, in my behalf this man of fraud, 

„ Who guilty though he is, dares walk abroad, 750 
And to the noon-day ſun his crimes expoſe, 


++ So ſhall your vengeance half aſſuage my woes.” 
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Tus, while I pour'd my ſoul, the patient Sage 


Show'd, not like me, his check inflam'd with rage, 


But a compaſſionate forgiving mein, 

Where for my pain, concern was clearly ſeen. 
He ſeem'd in his deportment like ſome rock. 
That on its baſe ſupported, braves the ſhock 
Of waters and of winds in all their ſtrength, 
Unſhaken till the ſtorm ſubſides at length. 

So ſtood ULvyssEs till my rage was o'er; 

When anſwer he return'd, but not before; 

For well his wiſdom knew the labour vain 
That ſhould. attempt men's ruffled minds to rein, 
Till yielding to their efferveſcent rage, 

And like ſome bird long fluttering in its cage, 
Sure conqueſt they afford, when wanting breath, 
In ſome ſart they have beat themſelves to death.“ 


+« PoEONTIA,” * he began, fſay, where is now 
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The courage that late mark'd your manly brow, 
When by great Jove's decree, the preſent time 
Calls you with us to viſit PERVGIA's dlime? 
Our errand if we loſe, and fail away 

Still leaving you in LEMNOs' iſle to ſtay, 

Men will confider you unworthy grown 


Of triumphing o'er Troy when overthrown. 


„% Farewell then, and inglorious tarry here, 


£6 


Loſt to mankind, and ſunk in female fear. 


Q 
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«© Theſe 


114 T ELE MACH UsS. BOOK XV, 


«+ Theſe arms, which to the PuRyYG1aN ſiege we take, 

'* Our's will that. conqueſt quickly ſerve to make, 780 
Which, in his righteous- purpoſes, Jove's mind 

Meant ſhould exalt your praiſe among mankind. 

*+ Let us be gone NeoPTOLEM :—Farewell : 

Our boſoms with a ſigh 'tis own'd may ſwell 

For wretchedneſs ſo great, but friendſhip's ties 

++ Muſt we to our lov'd country ſacrifice.” 


* THEN horribly incens'd, but void of power 
To ſpring, and like ſome brute my foe devour, 
In my conflicting rage I roar around, 
While LemNnos? hills and dales return the ſound.“ 790 
« Oh never muſt I quit you, hated cave! 
*« Your dwelling will full ſoon become my grave! 
«© Hence fancy-fooling hope; or tell me, who 
„Will now hold out a knife to pierce me through ? 
„ Oh Hercures, if aught thou heed below, 


Look down great Spirit, and behold thy bow 


„% From PHILOCTETES' hands thus torn away; 

Nor ſhun ye more this cave, ye beaſts of prey. 

«+ But without fear come on, my limbs to rend; 

„Or rather, in his rage, let Jovs deſcend, 800 
And with juſt vengeance levell'd at my head, 

Puniſh a guilty wretch, and ſtrike him dead,” 4 


* ULyYs$ES 
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* ULyssSEs having tried all means in vain 
To draw me with conſent from Lemxos? plain, 
Could not, as I was after told, but deem 
+ *Twas beſt to yield my ſhafts, and drop his theme, 
And to NeoeTOLEM the ſign convey'd ; 
Nor was the ſign unmark'd or unobey'd. 
The bow and ſhafts I ſeiz'd, and thus began, 
While through my veins a ſavage tranſport ran: 810 
*« Oh ſon of PurTHIA's chief, 'tis now I ſec 
How from all fraud thy heart and hand are fre: : 
„ But on my foe, this juſtice let me do.” — 
* I ſaid, and to the point an arrow drew; 
* But, efe the ſhaft its fatal way could ſpeed, 
* Stepp'd in the youth preventing ſuch a deed.” 
* You know not,” * cried he out, „what you would do! 
+ Like the worſt enemy a friend you view!“ 


* AcniLLexs? offspring thus: the unruffled ſage 


Scorn'd now my weapons as before my rage. ; 529 
His virtue gave me pain. I griev'd I own 

* Reflecting that ſuch patience he had ſhown, 

And that my hand the heroe would have lain, 


Though at his nod I held my arms again ; 


When, once more in my ear, with ſpeech renew'd, 


Great NeoyToLEMUs his theme purſu'd.“ 
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« [11s more, and we have done,” * the youth began'— 
Know then, that of a truth, the reverend man 

Call'd HeLEnus, old Prtam's preſcient ſon, 

Warn'd a devoted city's fall to ſhun, 330 
From PuRVYGIA, to our kings came o'er of late, 

And in theſe terms divulg'd the doom of fate. 

Your armies, were his words, 77 vain employ 

Their utmoſt ſtrength combin'd to ruin TROY, 

Excepting that brave chief come forth her foe, 

Poſſeſſing by b2gueſt ALCIDES' bow, 

And fince too, that brave chief, in LEMNos' land 

Endures a grievous wound from Jove's own hand, 

Health waits him here alone, health firm and ſure, 

For Esculaeivs* ſons his foot ſhall cure.“ 840 


* NzoPTOLEM gave o'er, while I, in part 


Felt ſomething like aſſent within my heart: 
* Yet could I not but think what utter ſhame 
* It Iraacvs I join'd, would blot my fame. 
Within myſelf I ſaid,” ** Shall GREECE behold 
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My aggravated wrongs ſo manifold, 

And afterwards, great PotAN's injur'd ſon 
Join with the chief from whom his ſorrows ſprung ? 
What from my ſufferings then will future times, 
When they know all, infer, except my crimes ?” 
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* BuT thus while I remain perplex'd with doubt, 
Whether to ſtay in LemNos or ſet out, 

A more than human voice aſſails my ear, 

And HERCULES divides the OLymertan ſphere. 
Surrounded with a glorious flood of light, 

Shows he his frame unutterably bright ; 

For never during life, no never here, 

While traverſing earth's realms with ſwift career 
Earth's monſters to deſtroy, the heroe flew, 
Seem'd his majeſtic port ſo fair to view. 860 
And while I ponder'd the immortal man, 


Thus, with benignant language, he began :* 


« *Tis HERCULEs thou ſceſt: the realm of Jove, 
OLymevs' lofty mount, and cloud capp'd grove, 
Expreſsly have I left to ſpeak heaven's will, 
As formerly PozonTta's friend, ſo ſtill. 
Well know'ſt thou what great labours I ſuſtain'd 
Ere my ſuperior ſtate of bliſs I gain'd. 
Join then ULyssEs, and ACHILLES! ſon, 
And with them, my career of glory run. 870 
The anguiſh that now waltes thy frame away, 
At 'TrRoy, ſhall Escuraeivus' children itay. 
Looſe PARIS thou ſhalt kill, and ſoon deitroy 
The bulwarks that ſo long have guarded Trov. 
„This 
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© 'This having done, ſtill ſhow thou lov'ſt thy friend; 
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And to my yet ſurviving father ſend 

Some portion from the heap of Parxvycra's ſpoil, 

Which on my tomb, as trophies, let him pile, 

That the whole land of TAHESSALV may know 

What conqueſts to my ſhafts the AcHATIANS owe. 330 
Go once more, and be ſtrong : but chiefly prize 


That reverence for the gods which never dies.” 


* Here ceas'd the gracious ſpirit; when thus I, 


* Noting his lucid progreſs through the ity :? 


© GREAT ſhade! and doſt thou thus thy image ſhow, 
After ſo many years, to ſoothe my woe? 
Heaven's pleaſure to reveal the taſk be thine ; 
And with a chearful heart to do it mine. 

Adieu then LEMNOS' ifle; adieu, adieu, 

Dark cavern, where ſo long ſad breath I drew, 
Ye craggy cliffs and rocks, whence oft convey*d 
By Echo round the iſle from her cloſe glade, 
My piercing cries were heard till dewy eve 
From morning's earlieſt dawn, you too I leave, 
Rill pleaſant to the taſte, but not for me, 

Since drunk with ſo much pain, adieu to thee. 
A long and laſt farewell I bid to All; 


And ſeeing J quit LEMRNOS at Jove's call, 


890 
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rin chus. 


« *Tis fitting I aſſume a chearful heart, 
« And ceaſing from paſt enmities depart.” 


* THEN ſetting forth, at once to Troy I came, 


Where EscuLArtrus' ſons of fnatchleſs fame, 


Macho and the aſſociate of his art, 
Great PopaLIiRivus h-al'd my wound in part: 


In part let me repeat; for well you know, 
A little J ill halt, and flowly go. 


s Heaven's oracle at PurvGia I found true, 


* 


And in his houſe the adulterous Paris flew, 


Ingloriouſly he fell, like ſome weak fawn 


Pierc'd by the archer while ſhe ſcowers the lawn. 
* 'Tears guſhing down both cheeks abundant roll, 
* And with ſhort pants ſhe ſields her ſtruggling ſoul. 
* Itton ſoon fell, and what fill reſts, I deem 


* Known as it is to all, a worn-out theme.“ 


He ceas'd ; but ſtill ſat fix'd ULVSssEs' ſon, 
As if the chief his tale had not yet done; 
But quickly recollecting, thus began : 
And while he ſpoke, ſurvey'd the ſuff'ring man. 


A piteous tale, my friend, and fram'd to melt 


Even boſoms that humanity ne'er felt 
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So piteous, that all thanks were null and vain, 
Since with our tears have we dedew'd thy ſtrain. 

* Take them in lieu of words; but ſee at length, 
How over the whole camp with lenening ſtrength, 
The waſted tapers burn; for now, much more 
Than half of its ſhort courſe night's reign is o'er. 
sleep weighs our eye-lids down. Within my tent, 
Till once more the bleſs'd ſun climb heaven's aſcent, 
* 'Thrice honour'd gueſts remain, but chiefly you 


* Laſt gracing my low roof, till morn adieu.“ 


So ſaying, they retir'd to where diſpos'd 
On couches of ſoft down, their eyes they clos'd. 
Save PniLOCLES, whole uſe a mat ſupplied : 
There invocating ſleep, not long denied, 
In ſlumber undiſturb'd till morn he lay, 
While ITHacus the moments bought away, 
Impatient to behold the coming day. 


END OF BOOK XV. 
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ADVENTURES 


O F 


TE LEMAC HUS. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK XVI. 


ARGUMENT. 


The Attempt of PHALANTUsS and his Brother HIy IAS to inſult 
TELEMACHUS ; his Viftory over this laſt; his Sorrow for the 
Raſhneſs he had ſhewn on the Occaſion : The Surpriſal of an Eſcort 
by ADRASTUs; his Attack on the Aſſociate Camp, the Death of 
HrrriAs, and the perilous Condition of PHALANTUS. 


N OW chearful morning roſe, and ſacred light 
Chas'd to her gloomy vault the ſhades of night ; 
When ſpringing from repoſe, the HEsYERIAN train, 


Wide ſcatter'd in their tents o'er all the plain, 
R Saluted 
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Saluted the new day, and iſſuing went 

In a great croud condens'd to gain the tent, 

Where, when three ſuns had cheer'd the eaſtern ſkies, 

The chiefs had will'd to meet in conſult wiſe, 

And judge on the inveterate quarrel ſprung 

Late *tween PuaLanTus and ULyssEs' ſon, 10 
While to the ſpot, an agitated throng 

Siding with hie or that, had ruſh'd along. 


A chief, ſprung with PfALAN TUS from one bed, 
Was at the TARENTINIAN army's head ; 


Hieeias this brother's name; in whom all eyes 
Noted a ſavage look and giant ſize. 
Not PoLLux, faid the hoſt, he led to fight, 
Could with an arm of more availing might 
Manage the ceſtus' weight, or CasToR's fame, 
Equal his {kill the generous ſteed to tame. 20 
Like HERCULES he tower'd, robuſt of limb, 
And was in war excell'd by none but him. 

But' here his merit ſtopp'd; nor was his boaſt 
Other than adventitious in the hoſt ; 

For to a man, the TARENTINIAN band 

More readily inclin'd his name to brand 

With brutalneſs of ſoul, than lift his praiſe 
Equal with thoſe that deeds heroic raiſe, 


Tuts 
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Tnrs Hieetas, when the third day came at laſt, 


And from the eaſt, her rays the morning caſt, 
Was in his brother's tent, when both alike 

Sat plotting with blank ſhame their foe to ſtrike ; 
For enviouſly they ſaw the growing fame 
Diſtinguiſhing his early prime and name, 

And to abaſh him ſought from day to day. 

No matter how indign and baſe the way, 


Nor that ULVssEs' ſon the while ſtood fres 
From faults that with true fame could ill agree; 
He was, *'tis own'd, ingenuous ; and his mind 
Lov'd virtue, was ſincere, and well inclin'd : 
But then, he ſcarcely ſeem'd to know thoſe ways 
Which, as the Wiſe purſue them, All muſt praiſe, 
Or if their influence on men's minds he knew, 
Would not as well: vouchſafe to uſe them too : 
And, though faſtidious riches he would ſpurn, 
Still in beſtowing he had much to learn ; 

For ſince his earlieſt birth, (and where is She 
Who, being mortal, from all faults ſtands free), 


PrNELOPE had rear'd her darling heir, 


To thoughts that counterwork'd all MexTor's care, 


To ſentiments of pride, that half eras'd 
Thoſe others by the world ſo warmly prais'd. 
R 2 
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Thus tutor'd, his own origin he deem'd 
Scarce human, or his kind ſcarce man eſteem'd, 
But to perform his pleaſure only meant, 


And the leaſt with he form'd, as ſlaves, prevent. 


YET, though ſuch prov'd the opinion of his heart, 


Cheriſh'd by ſome that knew him but in part, 
Others ſaw clearly that his turn of mind, 
His careleſsneſs diſplay'd for all mankind, 

And fondneſs of himſelf, was but a heat 

Of tranſport while too high his boſom beat; 
Not native to his heart ; but nouriſh'd there 
By a fond mother's overweening care. 

In his firſt boyiſh years and earlier youth, 

By adulation kept from hearing truth ; 

An obvious mark he ſtood for. men to ſee 
Their fortune, if brought up in high degree. 
Depriv'd of every thing held dear at home, 
And through the world ſo early doom'd to roam, 
In ſpite of ſuch a fate, impetuous ſtill, 

His mind had not been taught by fo much ill. 
His mind, that bore reſemblance to the ſhoot 
Sent up from ſome aſpiring palm tree's root : 
Bent by each wind of heaven as well as ſtorm, 
When congregated clouds the tky deform, 
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Too ſoon will it regain its former place, 

Whatever force without its ſtem debaſe, 

And, though awhile preſs'd downward, ſpring again, 

Riſe, and refuſe acquaintance with the plain. 80 


Tris temper rarely met the obſerver's eye, 
While near him, as of late, ſtood MNT OR by, 
With ſalutary voice and precepts fage 
Repreſſing in each act his youthful rage. 
Who has obſerv'd ſome courfer bound along, 
With well connected joints and ſinews ſtrong, 
And not obſerv'd too that no river's force, 
No rocks, no hills, no vales, obſtruct his courſe, 
While maſter of the plain, and all delay 
Diſdaining, o'er each barrier he makes way, 90 
Till he, and he alone, at length draws near, 
That broke him to the bit, and claims his fear ? 
Thus IrHAcus, whoſe boſom burnt for fame, 
And who at once felt youth and glory's flame, 
Could be reſtrain'd by MexnTor's hand alone; 
Whoſe will, when to his Charge he made it known, 
Thought but by looks, ſuffic'd to gain an car 
And ſtop him in the height of his career: 
Nay often, when his mind with rage moſt ſhook, 


Rage, that would elſe have alter'd every look, 100 
Moſt 
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Moſt would appear the all-aftecting force 


BOOK XVI. 


Of his guide's precepts drawn from Wiſdom's ſource ; 


Precepts, that could at once make all ſerene, 
Where only rage and ſtorm till then were ſeen. 
So far'd it with the Youth, whoſe inmoſt ſoul 
Felt as MixeRva pleas'd, her ſtrong controul ; 
And when enjoin'd, ſince not enjoin'd in vain, 
Yielded at all times to his guide the rein : 

As nature to the god, who, when on high 
Storms rage, and no leſs vex the earth than ſky, 
Lifts up his rod that bids their diſcord ceaſe, 
And the conflicting warfare end in peace. 


HENCE came it, that too apt to take offence, 
And kindle into flame with angry ſenſe, 
He could not the two brothers* carriage view, 
But prievouſly he felt their inſults too. 
To both, his cauſe of *plaint, full oft alone, 


In modeſtly couch'd terms, the youth made known; 


But envious of the fame that round him threw 
A brightneſs that ſtill brighter hourly grew, 
They plotted in return from day to day, 

The laurels he had earn'd to tear away; 

And now, that with the utmoſt ſenſe of ſhame, 
In public they might brand his hated name, 
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Obtruded this laſt plea, which plea to weigh, 
The leaders were conven'd with early day. 


Wnonx, after a due pauſe, ULxssEs' ſon, 
With deference, would have mov'd, and modeſt tongue : 
* Ye chieftains, he began, but ſwell'd with pride, 
PALANTVUsS ſnatch'd the word, when thus he cried : 130 


* In ſynods, let the Young, the Weak, the Vain, 
* Though fond of being heard, from ſpeech refrain ; 
And, till their voice be aſk'd, as ſuits them, ſhow 
What duty to great names the inferior owe; 
* Wait patiently, nor one ſole accent frame, 


Till by permiſſion deign'd they urge their claim. 


* THESE priſoners, therefore, I demand are mine: 
Vouchſafe them, leſt my foul of wrongs repine ; 

* Reduc'd to thiak my right purloin'd away, 

* It ſuch a rival's plea obtain the day. 140 
A plea that ſhould he loſe his darling aim, 

* Would from its being proffer'd, raiſe his fame; 

* Your voices therefore, Chiefs, I claim anew : 

* Theſe priſoners let your ſuffrage yield my due, 

Nor force me wich vain words my cauſe to plead, 


Where my fair fame mult ſuffer though I ſpeed.” 
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TELEMACHUS to this: * Full plain he ſhows 


His title how unſound, and ſound his foe's, 


Who his great name a tower of ſafety thinks, 
And from enquiry plac'd behind it ſhrinks. 
When juſtice, the prime boaſt of monarchs, fails, 
What wonder if there impudence prevalls. 
Robber! I overlook thy conſtant cares, 

Join'd with that brother who thy manners ſhares, 
To render my leaſt faults in public known, 

For daily I commit great faults I own: 

To hang me up to ſcorn, my words deſpiſe, 
Point at me as in fancy only wiſe, 

And into doubt my courage daily bring, 

Loud in abuſe before each chief and king. 

But to thy ſhame, however thou deny 

The unpalatable truth as if a lie, 

Be it to this great conſiſtory known, 

That it was I—yes, I—and I alone 

That coming to the ſpot with timely aid, 
Preſerv'd thee when my troop thoſe priſoners made, 
Whoſe title thou art pleas'd to challenge now 
For when thyſelf waſt pouring out the vow 

To Juri TER for help, my troop thou know'ſt 
Arriving gave thee what thou wantedſt moſt; 
And flying to thy aid, my better hand 

Aſſiſting thee, diſpers'd Ap RASTsS' band: 
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« They had o'erpower'd thee elſe, of hope bereft, 
Nor thou to vaunt thy might ſo long been left | 


« Spar'd, ingrate as thou art, that on this day 
My right thou ſhouldſt thus ſtrive to ſteal away : 
But to a war of language why deſcend ?— 

* If then, no further urg'd, the ſtrife I end, 

« Conſenting that the chiefs aſſembled now 


* Should my demand vouchſafe or diſallow. 180 


* Yet know, and thy wont comment henceforth ſpare, 
* That for my ſafety a good ſword I wear; 

That I poſſeſs a heart with courage ſteel'd, | | 
* And aiding it, an arm my ſword to wield ; 

For never ſhall the great ULVSSES' ſon | 
* Shame, by his fears, that chief from whom he ſprung.” | 


THE TARENTINE at this, o'erjoy'd to view 
His adverſary's cheek quite chang'd in hue, 1 
Thus with opprobrious tongue, kept aiming ſtill 
His rival with yet greater rage to fill: 190 
And comes then, he began, * ſure half ſincere, . 
© TELEMACHvUs, to fill my heart with fear, 

* By naming thus a chief, decreed when born 

* To merit at men's hands not praiſe but ſcorn? 

Fit offspring and fit fire! whoſe only boaſt 

Was not a courage ſhown in danger moſt, | | 
ö 
| 
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No, but a prudence, that with bluſtering rage 
Bade him where only he muft ſpeed engage. 


More had PuaraNnTus the great fire defam'd, 


But that by ſuch reproachful ſpeech inflam'd, 200 
Quick interrupting thus ULysses* ſon 

Made anſwer, with no leſs reproachful tongue— 

Go formidable chief, go mighty man, 

[That haſt no doubt led armies at their van; 

Hence get thee to thy realm, and gather there 

The rabble that no ties of birthright ſhare 15 

Of parentage unknown both thou and they, 


And like brute beaſts maintain'd by conſtant prey, 
No ſettled place in GREECE ordain'd to know, 

« While hunted up and down a common foe, 210 
* And utterly at laſt drove out for crimes, 

* A ſhelter to explore in foreign climes. 

This outcaſt ſet of men, this robber race, 

That but pretend from GREECE their birth to trace; 
This vagrant, this wide waſting ſavage band, 

Go threaten as thou pleaſe with lawleſs hand: 

But arbitrary chief, look here to find 

« Thoſe who regard not thy ferocious mind, 

And if o'er mine, wrath ſway in reaſon's ſtead, 


Such though I am, learn thou that wrath to dread.” 220 


FILL'D 
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FILI'p with that burſt of rage, he could not hide 
The TARENTINIAN chief to this replied : 
« Vain boy, that doſt at beſt but mimic man, 
* Wordy like him from whom thy birth began ;— 
But this diſpute of ſounds why not give o'er ? 
Why like thyſelf this clamourous torrent pour? 
This battle of forc'd breath, in which the tongue 
May of thoſe dangers talk the heart would {hun ? 
He, who in combat dares employ the ſteel, 
* Should not, like women, ſtoop in words to deal. 2.39 
Go then, dear HIP IAS, and perform the deed 
That ſhall avenge. us both the way both need; 
* For, as All here can tell, on me alone 
* He has not his opprobrious taunts thus thrown, 
But both at once attack'd ; 'tis therefore mine 


* The vengeance to direct; to take it thine.” 


He ſaid, and raging ſtill reſum'd his place: 
But Hiee1as left the tent with ſtriding pace. 
Wiſe NesTor mark'd the whole, and quickly roſe 
Their wrath with his ſoft counſel to compoſe. 240 
* What triumph to the foe, what ſhame,” he cried, 
* To our whole hoſt in friendly arms allied, 
* That veſted here with rule, two chiefs are found 
* To enmity wrought up, though both renown'd. 
8 2 Such 


— — - 
5 * = _— 
IR a , 1 
2 *** 8 


„ 


| / 


* wo - 


_ . < — 
I — 2 * . 
e_— — — — —— OO. , 
- 
_ — — 


— 


i Vo - = — - 
60m ESO — - 
* — — . * — : 


panes” — — — 
- — 
— — — 


— tb. — — 


— 


» it Y 
— 
_— 
— 


— 


132 TELEMACHUS. BOOK XVI, 


Such ſtrife, forbid ye gods! and friends to GREECE 

Succeed the mortal rage with laſting peace. 

Nor either of you grieve, if now you hear 

Old Nes Tok with monitions interfere ; 

For to more apes it is known than One, 

That from my life's long courſe already run 450 
Experience I have gain'd, and well may claim 

Authority to ſpeak exempt from blame. 

You ITyacus, be calm; the ſtorm controul 

That diſcompoſes thus your ſwelling ſoul ; 

Nor trathc in reproach ; while you no leſs, 

PHalaxnTUs, though all tongues your praiſe confeſs, 

* Acknowledge that ULyssgs* ſon may claim 

Great title to be plac'd aloft in fame; 

While with reſpect to Others, each reſigns 

* His difference to be tried by older minds.” 260 


ExPERIENC'D NEsSTOR thus: PruaLlanTus' breaſt 
The impreſſion of his ſtrain in part expreſs'd. 
Thy accents,” he began, wiſe NEsToR, pour 
« Perſuaſion, I confeſs, but now *tis o'er ; 
« And quickly will you ſee thoſe men paſs by, 
Which with this arm I took, and only I'— 
No more he utter'd; for ULyssEs* fon, 
This hearing, from his ſeat indignant ſprung ; 


Forth 
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Forth iſſued from the tent, and all around 
Glanc'd to the ſpacious field's ulterior bound. 


EveN as a ſavage boar pierc'd through and through 
By the ſure hand of ſylvans hid from view, 
Who, to find out his hunter, drives along, 
Leaving the dogs behind, a deep-mouth'd throng ; 
So ifſued forth the youth, intent on ſpeed, 
Croſſing with haſty rage the pathleſs mead ; 

And to deſcry his foe, as on he flew, 
Directing to each part his eager view: 
While in his hand he graſp'd the jav'lin faſt, 
That at his foe, when ſeen, he burnt to caſt. 
Too ſoon that foe he ſees, and feels new rage 
Boil in his veins, that only blood can *ſwage. 


No longer is he now that wiſe young man, 
Heaven-tutor'd ſince his early prime began ; 
But, furious as he runs, ſome ſavage beaſt, 


Some lion mad to gorge his bloody feaſt. 


Come back, and we ſhall ſee if thus thou dare 
My right obtain'd in battle from me tear, 


And unreſiſted ſeek TarENTUM'Ss plain, 


Taking thoſe priſoners off thou couldſt not gain. 


* Hol Hiepitas!* he exclaims: Thou dog give car! 


No, 
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* Thou dog from SpARTA chas'd !—Return — Draw near! — 
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No, miſcreant, get thee hence; deſcend and boaſt 
* 'The valour of thy feat on PLuTo's coaſt.” 


He ſaid, and to tranſpierce the robber's heart 
Hurl'd furious as he ſtrode his lifted dart. 


Loud whizz'd the ſteel in air, but miſs'd its aim, 
Taken while rage convuls'd his labouring frame. 
His faulchion then he drew, whoſe guard was gold 
Richly beſtudded and of glowing mold ; 
LAERTEsS had the precious gift conſign'd, 

When his ſon's ſon left ITHACA behind, 

And, with it, at their parting, laviſh'd too 

A copious of flood of tears as his adieu. 

While flouriſhing in youth, the now old man, 
Whoſe father from a god's high lineage ſprang, 
Had made his nervous arm and matchleſs name 
Imuſtriäss in the liſt of living fame, 

By conquering in a war, where uſing well 

This faulchion, a whole hoſt before him fell; 
Chiefs that from EeiroTAN fires deriv'd 

That fame which in their ſtories ſtill ſurviv'd. 


Ver ſcarcely had the youth drawn forth his blade, 
And on great Hieytas his encounter made, 


But hoping by mere {ſtrength the fight to win, 
And pluck away the ſteel, his foe ruſh'd in; 
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Not loſing his whole purpoſe : ſince the ſword 

No longer now that aid is to afford 

Such as of yore it gave on former foes ; 

It ſhivers in his hand—it falls—they cloſe. 320 


BenoLD them like two beaſts that fiercely glare, 
And on the ſpot each other burn to tear. 
They meet with dreadful ſhock ! they ſink! they riſe! 
Each fain would each devour with eager eyes! 
Alternate they advance, ſtop ſhort, recede ! 
Blow follows after blow | they pant! they bleed! 
With foot oppos'd to foot, and hand to hand, 
Now to and fro they reel, now firmly ſtand, 
Body with body twiſt, and ſeem ſo twin'd 
As if by nature both in one were join'd. 330 
But Hieetas would have ſoon the other flung, 
Too feeble ſo oppos'd, too ſhort, too young, 
If careful of his life, Heaven's blue-cy'd MAID 
Had not vouchſaf'd her chief ſupernal aid; 
Her chief, that for no purpoſe ſhe had left 
Of counſel in his need thus long berett, 
To perpetrate the offence ſo lately wrought, 
Save only that by ſad experience taught 
In future he might learn the offence to ſhun, 


And where blind anger led no longer run. 340 
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No, miſcreant, get thee hence; deſcend and boaſt 
* 'The valour of thy feat on PLuTo's coaſt.” 


He ſaid, and to tranſpierce the robber's heart 
Hurl'd furious as he ſtrode his lifted dart. 


Loud whizz'd the ſteel in air, but miſs'd its aim, 
Taken while rage convuls'd his labouring frame. 
His faulchion then he drew, whoſe guard was gold 
Richly beſtudded and of glowing mold ; | 
LAERTEsS had the precious gift conſign'd, 

When his ſon's ſon left IrTnuaca behind, 

And, with it, at their parting, laviſh'd too 

A copious of flood of tears as his adieu. 
While flouriſhing in youth, the now old man, 
Whoſe father from a god's high lineage ſprang, 
Had made his nervous arm and matchleſs name 
Illuftriods in the liſt of living fame, 

By conquering in a war, where uſing well 

This faulchion, a whole hoſt before him fell; 
Chiefs that from EyirRoTAN fires deriv'd 

That fame which in their ſtories ſtill ſurviv'd. 


Yer ſcarcely had the youth drawn forth his blade, 
And on great H IAS his encounter made, 


But hoping by mere ſtrength the fight to win, 
And pluck away the ſteel, his foe ruſh'd in; 
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Not loſing his whole purpoſe : ſince the ſword 
No longer now that aid is to afford 

Such as of yore it gave on former foes ; 

It ſhivers in his hand—it falls—they cloſe. 


BenoLD them like two beaſts that fiercely glare, 
And on the ſpot each other burn to tear. 
They meet with dreadful ſhock ! they ſink! they riſe! 
Each fain would each devour with eager eyes ! 
Alternate they advance, ſtop ſhort, recede |! 
Blow follows after blow | they pant! they bleed! 
With foot oppos'd to foot, and hand to hand, 
Now to and fro they reel, now firmly ſtand, 
Body with body twiſt, and ſeem ſo twin'd 
As if by nature both in one were join'd. 
But Hiee1as would have ſoon the other flung, 
Too feeble ſo oppos'd, too ſhort, too young, 
If careful of his life, Heaven's blue-ey'd Ma1p 
Had not vouchſaf'd her chief ſupernal aid ; 
Her chief, that for no purpoſe ſhe had left 
Of counſel in his need thus long berett, 
To perpetrate the offence ſo lately wrought, 
Save only that by ſad experience taught 
In future he might learn the offence to ſhun, 


And where blind anger led no longer run. 
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SHE quitted not the place where biding then, 
|| And habited like one of mortal men, 

il, Wiſe ſtatutes ſhe ordain'd to bind the crowd, 
The modeſt man exalt, and curb the PRoup; 


4 But from above, bade IRIS cleave the air, 

And to TELEMAcHvus prompt ſuccour bear. 

The many colour'd Ma1ip her mandate hears, 

Down darting from among heaven's numerous ſpheres, 
And to HesPERIA's region ſhap'd her way, 


1 Where on GaLEsvus? banks the Aſſociates lay. 350 


GALESsus' banks ſhe gain'd, and forming then 
To ſcreen her from the view of gazing men, 
An azure veil of light from vapours thin, 

Still proſecutes her courſe with outſtretch'd wing, 
Eager to terminate her airy way, 


MINERVA's will perform, and end the fray. 


IN happy time ſhe comes, when Hieeias thought 
To overwhelm the youth with whom he fought : 
But ruſhing in unſeen, Jove's dreadful ſhield, 
That with large ſhadow darken'd half the field, 360 
Before ULVSSES' ſon the goddeſs throws, 
And ſaves him from the TaREnTINIaNn's blows ; 
Whence, once more feels the youth reviving might 
That prompts him to renew the rage of fight: 


While 
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While ſomething. now within him Hreetas finds 

That to invading fears his ſoul inclines : 

Through his whole frame prevails a mortal dread, 

As if the Fates were ſundering his life's thread. 
TELEMACHUS this ſees, and fir'd anew 

Now here attacks, now there, with heedful view ; 379 
Obſerving each weak part, now bends his reins, 

The advantage now purſues, now tugs, now ſtrains, 

And vanquiſhing at length his giant foe, 

Lays him, by heaven's great aid, half dead below. 

On IpA's lofty hill no ancient oak, 

Fell'd by the woodman's axe with many a ſtroke, 

Down ruſhing from on high, with greater fear 

Aſſails the diſtant peaſant's ſtartled ear, 

Than Hieeias with his fall; for wide around, 

Hill, plain, and valley echoe to the ſound. 380 


BuT wiſdom, now at laſt, with ſtrength of fiqme, 
In Irnacus reſtor'd, together came; 

And plainly he diſcern'd his crime was great, 
Whatever had been HIpTAs' ſcorn or hate, 

In venturing to attack, by anger ſway'd, 

The brother of a king he came to aid. 

Confounded, he recall'd to mind whate'er 


His monitor had urg'd with prudent care, 
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Bluſh'd at his conqueſt gain'd, and ſaw what ſhame 
His raſhneſs had deſerv'd inſtead of fame. 390 


MEeaNxTIME, when firſt the unequal fight began, 
With ſuccour to the ſpot PuaLanTvus ran; 
And ſeeing, as he did, ſoon ſtretch'd along 
His brother on. the ground ſo vainly ſtrong, 
Would of a truth the javelin he then held 
At Irnacus have flung, by rage impell'd, 
But that he fear'd his brother he might pierce, 


By ITHacus held down, nor longer fierce. 


Tuen, ITHacus himſelf, as well he knew, 
With eaſe might have deſtroy'd that brother too, 
Had he once rais'd his hand for vengeance” ſake, 


And therefore he forebore revenge to take : 
Vain apprehenſion! had PRALAN TUS known 
How felt the victor for his foe o'erthrown ; 
For he laments the paſt, his hold foregoes, 
And ftretching forth his hand while Hiee1as roſe, 
Addreſs'd him in theſe terms ; proof full and clear 
That he was no leſs free from hate than fear: 
« Hiee1as, ſufficient be it thought for me 
That to what point I dare, at length you ſee. 410 
:* Henceforth then be advis'd, went on the GREEER, 
Not of my youth with ſo much ſcorn to ſpeak. 
* Your 
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* Your valour I applaud: Live therefore long, 
Brave as I own you are, and no leſs ſtrong. 
That brav'ry would paſt doubt the fight have won, 
But that my frame, with force MIN ERA ſtrung : 
* Yield to her proweſs then, and ne'er again 

* Contend we but to quell Ab RASTus' train.“ 


Tuuvs while he ſpake, his ſtature Hieetas rais'd; 
His ſtature, with thick gore and duſt beſmear'd. 
The conquer'd champion's mind with anger boil'd, 
Finding his bulky frame and ſtrength thus foil'd ; 
While feeling like himſelf, the brother king 
At IrHAcus oft burnt his lance to fling, 

But always did his heart, with fury fraught, 
Keep whiſpering to itſelf the calmer thought, 
How though deſpis'd of late, yet glad to wave 
The advantage he had gain'd, and truly brave 
All anger the victorious youth had check'd, 
And not on Hiyee1as? life that anger wreck'd. 


By this time had the chiefs conven'd of late, 
Reach'd in a band the quarter of debate. 
Of theſe, a part TELEMAcnvs led back, 
Whoſe ſoul for what had paſs'd was on the rack. 
While with the SrART AN chiefs, both inly rent 


With rage and indignation, others went. 
12 
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The army, to a man, howe'er they blam'd 
The conqueror, by his wrath too far inflam'd, 
Yet wonder'd that a chief, whoſe early prime 


Had not yet gain'd that ſtrength which comes with time, 440 


Could vanquiſh thus a foe, in force and ſize 
Like him who ſcal'd of old Or.ymevs? ſkies, 
BrIAREUs, that ſtretch'd forth his hundred hands, 
Defying Jove himſelf with all heaven's bands. 


BuT ITnacus, ſo far from from finding aught 
Praiſe-worthy in the battle he had fought; 
Retreated to his tent, and paſs'd away 
In iterated ſighs day after day. 
Revolving the paſt deed, his grief of ſoul 
Would not admit of comfort's ſoft controul : 
His deſperation grew, and in the pain 
That almoſt to diſtraction fill'd his brain, 
With his own deſperate nails, for want of ſword, 
Arm'd at all points, life's ſeat he could have gor'd ; 
And for that blood made vent, which, in the fight, 
Had with more juſtice flow'd as Hieertas' right, 
While, like a beaſt infected with ſome wound 
That to his heart had pierc'd, he roar'd around. 


THREE live long days and nights, the chief remain'd 


Secluded in his tent, from food refrain'd, 
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Society renounc'd, and, ſuch his ſhame ! 


No deareſt friend durſt ſee or meet his blame. 


If ever [ return, alas!* he cried 

How ſhall I face my careful friend and guide, 
Forgetting whoſe advice, and precepts ſage, 
Like a raſh mad man, I let looſe my rage? 
How am I ſon to him that bore a mind, 
Whoſe patience was a model for mankind ? 
Nay, wherefore am I here? as friend or foe ? 
The aſſociate kings to aid or quarrels ſow ? 
Their leaders ſhould I combat, or the hoſt 
Come with AprasTus from his Daun1an coaſt ? 
To raſhneſs I gave way. I did not know 
With certainty my javelin how to throw, 

But urging HieePias* arm with whom I clos'd, 
To diſproportion'd ſtrength my life expos'd : 
And now, inſtead of praiſe, deſerve alone 
Exanimate and pale to lie o'erthrown, 

The ridicule, the ſcorn, and public ſhame 

Of all who ſaw me dead, and knew my name. 
But wherefore ſpeak I thus? I ſhould not then, 
Shut out from the ſociety of men, 

Evince myſelf a beaſt that heaven deprives 

Of reaſon, and lets run where frenzy drives. 
No longer ſhould I /eem or be that fool, 
Taught to no uſe ſo long in MENTOR's ſchool, 
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* Oh conqueſt to be wept! oh honour paid 
Not to a man but brute, by thought unſway'd ! 
* Oh praiſes, that thus wound, and come with ſhame 


Thrice pointed to expoſe my guilt and ſhame !” 


WHILE ſolitary thus, UL ss ESs' ſon 
All converſe in his tent eſſay'd to ſhun, 
With amicable zeal, the ſage of PyVLE, 
PoEoNTIA, and the ſeer from Samos? iſle, 
With his aſſociate, HeGEesieeUs came, 
To ſoothe him, though good cauſe they had for blame. 
The freedom of a friend and cenſor too, 
Wiſe NESTOR meant at firſt to take *tis true; 
But ſeeing his ſad ſtate, the gracious ſeer 
Parentally forebore his ſtrain ſevere, 
And, by affect ion urg'd, us'd every care 
To ſoften and aſſuage the youth's deſpair. 


THE princes of the GREEKs, and thoſe allied 
With ArxGos to ſubdue AprasTvs? pride, 
The event of this to them ſo fatal day 
Forc'd there inactively encamp'd to ſtay. 
They could not ſhift their place till once again 
Their friendſhip the two brother-chiefs would deign. 
TELEMACHUS by mediating hands | 


Beſought it from the chiefs of SparTA's bands: 
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Oft was the ſupplicative ſtrain preferr'd ; 

The ſupplicative ſtrain indeed they heard ; 

But in proportion, as ſeverely bent 

The ſender they both ſcorn'd, they ſcorn'd the ſent. 
Each moment was it fear'd that SpARTA's band 
Their baffled leader's cauſe would take in hand, 

By iſſuing from their tents, and ſince ſo ſtrong, 

Fall on thoſe few the GRECIAN led along, 

Though to repreſs their rage, the neighbouring ground 
Was planted thick with troops that girt them round. 
Thus every thing about the aſſociate camp 

Put on a gloomy face, a general damp. 

This ITHacus obſerving ; and as well 

What future ills, all caus'd by his raſh quell, 

Might the aſſociates threaten, and bring on 

What Davux1a's king could not, however ſtrong, 
He ſunk into a ſorrow, that no balm 


Of counſel from kind friends avail'd to calm. 


For NEsToR, and the chief of Potan ſprung, 
Paſs'd every day from morn till ſetting ſun 


Between him and the SyparTAN leader's tent, 
To ſoothe him with freſh tenders hourly ſent. 
But neither the ſoft eloquence diſplay'd 

By NEsToR, who ſave him could All perſuade, 
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No nor the aſpect of command and awe 

Thoſe ſtriking that PRTILIA's chieftain ſaw, 
Could mitigate his mind untaught to yield, 

And not alone to prayer by nature ſteel'd, 

But by his brother wrought to greater ire, 

His brother, fill'd with thoughts of blood and fire, 
Who would keep ſtanding by him, and give vent 
To rage, that all day long even ſhook the tent. 


WHILE agitated thus, the warrior-train 
To ſoothe ſuch rugged ſouls eſſay'd in vain, 
In every boſom rais'd, a grievous damp 
Of ſorrow and diſtreſs o'erwhelm'd the camp: 
And deſolated thus, it ſeem'd to wear | 
The aſpect of a houſe that flouriſh'd fair 
At evening, but next day was doom'd to mourn 
Its maſter from his wife and children torn ; 
Its maſter, that, by virtuous toil, had fed 
Thoſe who depended on that toil for bread ; 
And who his lifeleſs body ſtanding by, 
Utter on his remains the heart-felt ſigh, 
And not be conſol'd, pour out the tear 


Faſt flowing on the good man's mournful bier. 


Bur aggravating more this gloomy plight, 


Sad to the heart not leſs than ſad to ſight, 
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Scarce fince its firſt commencement, had the day 
Roll'd three times to the deep its lamp away, 
But notic'd all at once, a dreadful ſound 
Mounts upward, and invades the region round. 
The foe is in the camp! The claſh of ſhields, 
The noiſe of ſteeds is heard, or chariot wheels 
The cries of dying men, that climb the clouds 
With audible increaſe! or flying crowds |! 
Or victors, in the height of rage puſh'd on 
With fury to mow down the helpleſs throng ! 


Enveloping the camp on all ſides round, 


And ſnatching from men's ſight heaven's vault profound, 


The drifted duſt aſcends, while all the air 
Is poiſon'd with a ſcent too ſtrong to bear. 
The HesPERIANSs gaſp and die, while louder till 
| Return'd from every vale and every hill, 
Grows the progreſſive noiſe ; as when around 
Sore labour'd ETNa's womb, with horrid ſound 
Diſgorges red-hot ſtones and ſheeted flame, 
While thunders getting vent, convulſe her frame, 
And in obedience to the god that reigns 
O'er every deity in heaven's bleſt plains, 
Grim VurLcan and his train, a ſqualid band 
Of one ey'd monſter-forms, with buſy hand 
Their ponderous hammers ply, and ſweating blow 
The thunderbolt to forge that flames below. 
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Fear ſeizes every heart ; the ſtorm proceeds, 
And the gor'd camp' with horrid inroad bleeds. 


ADrAsTUs, whoſe whole care had been awake 
In ſtudying what advantage he might take, 
By ſtratagem his end obtain'd at laſt, 
Learning whatc'er among the allies had paſt. 
All all, by well plac'd bribes, he came to know, 
But his own ſchemes kept ſecret from the foe. 
With courage undiſmay'd and wonderous ſpeed, 
Put forth while he atchiev'd ſo great a deed, 
Much lower down the ſtream's deſcending courſe 
The rapid flood he croſs'd with all his force; 
A way, by which, the allies themſelves deſign'd 
ApRasTus to attack with ſtrength combin'd, 
Whene'er the expected aids then ſteering o'er, 
Safely ſhould have obtain'd GaLesus* ſhore. 
BuT to ADRASTUS, every thing was told, 
ADRASTUS, who as well as arms, us'd gold. 
For NELEvs* hoary headed reverend ſon, 
And HercuLEes' great friend, from Potan ſprung, 
Though otherwiſe for war ſo mighty found, 
In ſecrecy's. great art were leſs renown'd. 
Thus frequently the braveſt mortal fails, 
And in great heroes many a flaw prevails. — 


590 


600 


Wiſe 


4 * 
1 4 * 3 
8 BOISE Fo, * jp 
"Sf E 1 A - 
K *** — IE 2 


BOOK XVI. TELEMACHUS. 147 


Wiſe NEesToOR, in his age too much inclin'd 

With ſtories of paſt time to feed his mind ; 50 
But principally ſuch as ſerv'd to raiſe 

In thoſe to whom he told them, his own praiſe : 

And when ſuch ſtories once the Sage begun, 

Much ſooner than his talk would day be done. 

His friend, 'tis true, ſpoke leſs, but ſuch his frame, 

Of ſpirit he was prompt and ſoon took flame. 

Thus of his breaſt had many found the key, 

Which they employ'd from all ſuſpicion free ; 

For only to work up his manly mind, 

By glancing at attempts of arduous kind, ? 620 
Such as himſelf, though great, would try in vain, 

Was all they had to urge with artful ſtrain, 

Since he would then launch forth, and make his boait 

What certain means he had to quell a holt, 

Yea, a whole hoſt of dangers that might rite, 

To check him in one purpos'd enterprize. 

This would PotzonTiAa do, and loſt to thought, 

Tell with what ſecrets his whole heart was fraught ; 

Though, while thus ſifted, well the chieftain knew 

That to talk ſo his cauſe was to undo. | 630 
Thus, Pn1toctETEs, bravely though he warr'd, | 
And as hell's portal a baſe act abhorr'd, 

Prov'd faithful to no truſt, and like a vaſe 

Of coſtly metal form'd with ſculpture's grace, 


U 2 | And 


n e 2 
e — "Oy 
_ — - - — 


148 TELEMACHUS. BOOK XVI, 


And hitherto employ'd the charge to bear, 
Of liquors that impregnated the air, 
But fractur'd in ſome part, could nothing hold, 


When traitors his heart's thoughts would ſee unroll'd. 


Bor of the faults in great ULyssts* ſon, 
This unretentive boſom was not one: 640 
This ardour to make public all he knew, 
And bring what ſhould be hid to open view. 
For maſter of his breaſt, he hid with care 
Each matter from men's note, entruſted there. 
o ſecrecy betimes, had MENToR's ſtrain, 
Rearing his docile mind, not toil'd in vain : 
'Then too his conſtant need to keep unknown 
From thoſe who girt with vows his father's throne, 
Each meditated act and deed of ſtate, 
Had in ſo rare a ſcience made him great; 650 
And tutor'd by ſuch means, full well he knew 
Whatever ſhould be hid to keep from view. 
Not warier though of ſpeech, than firm to ſhun 
The liar's fraudful part and double tongue : 
Nor had he that cold air, that diſtant mein, 
Oft indicating thoughts that lurk unſeen ; 
Hence came it, that not even his friends could find 
One paſſage to draw near and ſound his mind ; 

The 
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The hidden PowER except, to whom alone 

All it contain'd moſt ſecret he made known. 

Friends had he, as was known, who bore that name, 
And who to confidence and truſt laid claim, 

Yet equally not all; but leſs or more 

As he had tried and found their faith before. 


Tuus qualified himſelf, full oft the chief 
Had notic'd, and ſuch knowledge caus'd him grief, 
That what the allies reſolv'd on in debate, 
And for the act, deſign'd fit time to wait, 
Immediately tranſpir'd, made fully known 
To all within the camp, nor there alone ; 
But likewiſe reach'd the foe through ſecret ſpies, 
Whoſe treaſons had as yet eſcap'd all eyes. 
Each leader he addreſs'd on this, but moſt 
PoroNnTIA, and the chief of PyLos' hoſt. 
They took it in good part from day to day, 
Yet did not to his ſtrain the attention pay 
Which, as with modeſty, the advice was fram'd, 
A matter of ſuch import clearly claim'd. 
It is not in old age, accuſtom'd long, 
And wedded as it were to acts of wrong, 
That counſels thought oft urg'd ſhould ſet it right : 
Old age will have its way in counſel's ſpite : 
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Old age, in every point like ancient trees, 

That yield with their firſt ſhoots to every breeze, 
But harden'd by long time, the clouds aſcend, 
Laugh at the fierceſt ſtorm, and ſcorn to bend. 


MEANwWHILE, though bold, yet waiting to ſurprize 
The too ſecure, too ſafe, though ſtrong ALLIEs, 
ADRasTvUs in his wiſdom all things weigh'd, 

Nor longer to draw forth his bands delay'd. 

Though numerous, yet he ſaw them much leſs ſo 
Than he had found already many a foe, 

Fighting with whom, ſucceſs had crown'd his ſword ; 
He ſaw too the Supply their barks on board, 

And ſince now long at fea, from hour to hour 

. Expected to arrive and ſwell their power. 

All this he ſaw, and learn'd the feud beſide 

'That might their jarring hoſt full long divide, 


SCARCE leſs than a half day, his march he bore 
Not diſtant from Garesvs? ſounding ſhore ; 
Now, traverſing wide plains ; now, hills that lay 
Acclivious many a league athwart his way ; 
Now, deep deſcending vales; now, woody wilds ; 
Now, folitary walks; now, cloſe defiles, 
And paſſages in fine, ſuppos'd till then 


Impervious to the foot of mortal men ; 
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Directing his ſwift progreſs, where, with roar 
Re-echoing and ſent back from either ſhore, 


GaLesvus diſembogues, that he might meet 

And maſter by ſurprize the expected fleet. 710 
Thus proſper the reſolv'd, who ne'er recede 

By any toil deterr'd, or dangerous deed : 

Thus, ſuch as can put on a patient mind, 

No trial to their ſtrength unequal find; 

And thus too, thoſe who ſleep when they ſhould wake, 
Or of wiſe caution the ſure path forſake, 

Accounting what the Brave but arduous think, 

Not to be done, and from all trial ſhrink, 

Deſerve the woes they feel, lament their fate, 


And though by ſufferings taught, are taught too late. 720 


ADRASTUsS* troops next morn, by break of day, 
Fell on the barks that then at anchor lay, | 


But whoſe commanders meant to weigh full ſoon, 

And gain the aſſociate camp (they hop'd) ere noon. 

Fell on them at a time they dreaded nought, 

So diſtant from a foe their courſe was thought. 

And diſembarking firſt the auxiliar band, 

As priſoners to be ſafe beſtow'd on land, 

Employ'd them to tranſport his own in turn, 

Ere of his deſperate act the Allies could learn. 730 
The 
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The rudder bands they looſe, hoiſt every fail, 
Eager to catch the full freſh blowing gale, 
The rapid ſtream divide, and ſpeed their way, 
Gaining the wiſh'd for port at cloſe of day. 


THrnose ſtation'd on the watch, as ſentries round 


Whoſe poſt was to the river neareſt found, 
When to the beach, AprRasTus thus drew near, 
Imagin'd they beheld their friends appear ; 

And with loud plaudits rent the echoing air, 
Thus welcoming the Aids long look'd for there. 
Their error ſees the king, and pours on land; 
His troops attack the Allies with ready hand, 


And find them through the camp diffuſive ſpread, 


A body, without order, arms, or Head. 


Tur quarter, by AprRasTvs enter'd firſt, 
And where the foe he conquer'd or diſpers'd, 
Was, as it happen'd, hat in which the hoſt 
Was ſtation'd from TaRENTu's inland coaſt : 


With fourfold rage inſpir'd, the aſſailant band 


Deſcending from their barks now moor'd on land, 


So inſtantly attack'd the unguarded foe, 
Flying, or overthrown in heaps below, 


That to make head againſt the raging king 


Was by their leaders found a fruitleſs thing. 
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ADRasTUs law their ſtate, and while a few 

In queſt of unavailing weapons flew, 

The blazing torch applied to ſet in flame 

All near him as wide ravaging he came. 

The example of their chief, his troops obey, 

And univerſal havock marks their way. 

Terror lays hold of all, and dreadful ſounds 

Each mountain from afar and plain rebounds, 
Fright'ning, as they proceed, the general ear, 

Not leſs than when fierce tempeſts vex the year, 
What time, encreas'd with ſhowers, the ſwelling main 
Firſt tops its mounds, and then lays waſte the plain. 
With progreſs that no limits can withſtand, 

Its dreadful inundation ſweeps the land, 

And every rooted oak, with heaps of corn 

Meant not to ſtrew the country but adorn, 

Flocks, cottages, and men, its powerful ſway 

Too ſtrong to be reſiſted, hurls away. 

So rag'd the waſteful flame, while thron'd on high 
God over gods, and Elder of the ſky, 

To humble the fall'n hoſt, and more confound, 
With his own breath from every region round, 
Jove drives the duſt, and Ether fills yet higher 
O'er the whole camp, with mingled ſmoke and fire. 
While ſpreading on the ground, and no way ſpent, 
So runs the raging flame from tent to tent, 
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That the wide camp, envelop'd with one blaze, 


Would not, though it were midnight, want the day's ; 
Reſembling a thick foreſt, that, in air 


With branches by time's hand ſtripp'd wholly bare, 
And excavated trunks, has rais'd on high 

The remnant of itſelf now parch'd and dry, 

Till kindling at heaven's blaſt, it mounts in flame, 


Lights the wide region, and whole ſtarry frame. 


PnHuaLANnTUs, who beholds his army's plight, 
Gor'd thus by the attack of ill-match'd fight, 


Though not in heart defective, ſtrives in vain 


To ſhelter from AprRasTVus? hand his train. 


He ſees the flame advance, and knows too well 
Life on the ſpot how dearly they muſt ſell, 

If not inglorious fall, unleſs in haſte 

The camp they can eſcape, and burning waſte ; 
But then, he knows as well, how dangerous too 
And dreadful it muſt prove this act to do 
Before a conquering foe, whoſe furious force 
Storms in the rear, and ſtimulates their courſe : 
Yet of two ills, both threat'ning in their kind, 
And with diſmay both fit to ſhake the mind, 
Chuſing the leaſt, he bids his harraſs'd train 
Quit the cloſe camp, and ſeek the opener plain. 
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Half arm'd they iſſue; while ApRASTus ſtill 
Purſues them, and his troops the quarter fill. 

Of archers, a ſelect a numerous band, 
Tranſpiercing the mix'd crowd aſſume their ſtand, 
While ſlingers, with inceſſant action, rain 


Their well aim'd ſhowers of ſtones, and wound the train. 810 


The king himſelf ſtrides on, and ſwift behind, 


A cohort urge his ſteps in phalanx join'd. 

Proceeding by that light the flames afford, 

His ſanguine way he cuts with high wav'd ſword : 

He cannot glut his rage, but bathes in blood 

As higher round him mounts the purple flood, 

And, in his path-way, fall ſo many Slain, 

Preſſing with monumental heaps the plain. 

Nor of the lion-kind with hunger ſtung, 

Did ever frighted traveller yet ſee One 820 

Deſtroy with greater rage, what time he rends 

Piece-meal the flock, and ſhepherd that defends. 

Wide ſcatter'd o'er the plain, TARENTUAu's bands 

Late by PHaLaNxTus led, now bite the fands : 

While divers ways the reſt with horror run, 

And cannot long ſurvive the fate they ſhun. 

Death intercepts their flight, and o'er the field 

By furies led along with boſoms ſteel'd, 

And venom-breathing ſnakes inſtead of hair, 

Circling their temples round, and hifling there, 39 
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Strides the remorſeleſs Shade, whoſe deadly bane 
Curdles the warm life-blood in every vein. 

Their limbs the infection ſhare; their weak'n'd knees, 
Forerunners of ſure death, convulſions ſeize, 

And fruſtrate every hope their lives to ſave 


From the inglorious fate of ſuch a grave. 


ALL this, PHaLaNTvus ſees, to whoſe great heart 
Shame and deſpair acceſs of ſtrength impart ; 
And in his wretched ſtate, with hands and eyes 
Uplifted, he invokes the pitying ſkies. 340 
Before him he ſees fall depriv'd of breath, 
And ſtruggling in the chilly pangs of death, 
That brother he ſo lov'd, tranſpierc'd and gor'd, 
A victim to the conqueror's waſting ſword. 
Stretch'd proſtrate on the ground his eye-balls roll, 
And agonies convulſe his tortur'd ſoul, 
That ſtruggles to depart, but cannot rend 
Its paſſage, and to Dis' dark gloom deſcend. 
For the ſtern gods deny his only prayer, 
That life may be diſſolv'd to flit in air; 
While flowing like a ſtream, and bathing round 
'The already far too reaking crimſon ground, 
Made moiſt with ſo much blood, a ſmoaking tide 


Pours copious from the wound that pierc'd his ſide. 
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At length he loaths the light; a dreadful glare 


Yield from their bed his eye-balls rolling there, 


And his fierce ſpirit flies to flit a ghoſt 


On melancholy PLuTo's funeral coaſt. 


PfALANTUsSs too himſelf beſmear'd all o'er 


With his beloved Hieetas” clotted gore, 
Nor able to afford his lifeleſs ſhade 
Trampled upon by thouſands, the leaſt aid, 
That from the bloody field in ſafety borne, 


Unburied the poor ſpectre may not mourn, 


In the fierce conteſt but half arm'd is found 


By furious DauN1ans girt on all fides round, 


Each aiming with his fling, or banded bow, 


The chieftain to extend a corſe below. 


His ſounding buckler rings, a wood of ſpears 


Tranſpiercing the broad verge deep-fix'd appears: 


Preſs'd by a hoſt of men, the trodden ground 


Drinks deeply of his blood from many a wound ; 


He puts forth every nerve, but ſtrives in vain 


To rally and bring back his flying train. 


While the great gods that pity All below, 


Urge on with added rage the DAuNIAN foe, 


And to PRALAN Tus no compaſſion ſhow. 


END OF BOOK XVI. 
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AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK XVII. 


— 


ARGUMENT. 


The Repulſe of ApRASTUS by the Valour of TELEMACHvus ; the 
Lamentation of this laſt, occaſioned by the Miſeries of War; 
Hieye1as* funeral Obſequies; his Tutor's Sorrow, vented over 
the dead Body, with PHaALaAnTus' Reconcilement to TELE“ 


MACH US. 


For on their thrones, proud ſtructures rais'd on high, 
That from men's fight conceal'd by heaven's clear ſky, 
Fill the bright courts of JuPITER ſupreme, 

Of their joint praiſe the great the common theme, 
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In majeſty were rang'd the glorious band 
Of deities conſidering every land, 

With every inland realm and ſea-beat coaſt, 
But the HESPERIAN regions viewing moſt, 
And, with deep rumination, in their ſcale 


Poiſing the events then fated to prevail. 10 


BuT JvP1TER withdrawn in glory's rays, 
Glory, too bright for gods to bear its blaze, 
In the recefles of his mighty mind, 
Thoſe deſtinies revolv'd that rule maukind, 
And ſaw how many chieftains, burnt or gor'd, 
Were fated to the flame or murdering ſword. 
Might either of the gods have reaJ his mein, 
Where no deceit can dwell the heart to ſcreen, 
There, would he have beheld the rays divine 
Expreſſive oi his will and high deſign; 20 
But brilliantly he ſhone, with beams ſo ſtrong 
That their effulgence whelm'd the heav'nly throng, 
When from his ſeat of glory thus began 


Life's univerſal Lord in god and man. 


BRIGHT myriads, ye behold where now below 
* Ye meditate yon fields of fight and woe, 
* How fare the aſſociates, while, with waſting hand, 
* ADRASTUS drives along the SPARTAN band. 


This 


—— 
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This carnage ye contemplate, and not ſkill'd 

By preſcience to divine what Fate has will'd, 
Conceive the moment come at once to rout, 
And from Hesyer1a's land the Allies blot out. 
But know that ſuch a ſcene, like what we will 
The ſleeping thoughts of men by night to fill, 
Serves only to delude your failing fight, 

Such are the wicked in their faireſt plight! 

For triumph and ſucceſs by heav'n aſſigned, 


To thoſe, who with their crimes diſgrace mankind ; 


And *ſpecially to kings of lawleſs ſway, 

Muſt, by fate's firm decree ſoon paſs away. 

No triumph therefore ſhall AbRASTus gain, 

Nor in the end with life depart the plain; 

And only of the Allies, this ſlaughter now 

Does the all ruling will of heaven allow, 

That in affliction's furnace ſorely tried, 
Henceforth their counſels they may learn to hide. 


Meanwhile, to your whole ſynod, Gods, *tis known 


That PALLAS, who awhile has left her throne 
With mortais to ſojourn, will quickly crown 
Her hero with frefh luſtre of renown ; 


And whoſe applauſe, the ſcarce yet riſen ſun 


* Shall witneſs ere his journey be half run.'— 
The Godhead ceas'd, and the great Synod till 
Approving their celeſtial Father's will, 
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Sit filent, nor once turn their ſight away, 


But with deep contemplation view the fray. 


For filling now each part, the news was ſpread 
That at his numerous army's foremoſt head, 
Debarking on the beach in hapleſs hour, 

AbRasrus had attacked PALANTVs' power, 

Burning his tents, of which were many found 
Smoaking in ruin on the encumber'd ground ; 

That ſlaughtering as he march'd, the tyrant's ſword, 
With many a fatal wound the SrpARTANSs gor'd; 

And that too feeble for ſuch ill-match'd fight, 
PHALANTUsS too himſelf gave way to flight. 

So ſpreads the news, which ſcarce the chieftains heard, 
But inſtantly to arm they gave the word, 

And from the camp, late full, but now a waſte, 


Each leader his own troops drew out in haſte. 


TELEMACHUS, amidſt the ſcene of flight 
Cauſed by AprasTvus? all ſubduing might, 
Strengthen'd by heav'n gives his dejection o'er, 
And though diſtreſs'd of late, now ſighs no more; 
But ſeizes on his arms, whoſe poliſh'd frame 
Spoke amply ſome great fabricator's name. 


While entering to his tent, in arms appear 


Good Hecrsiyevs, with the SaMIian ſeer, 
; 4 


161 


7 


* No 


162 TELEM ACH Us. BOOK XVII. 


No leſs themſelves alarm'd, and whom, when ſeen, 


Thus ITyHacus addreſs'd, with ardent mein: 


* AND come not, he began, * yea friends reply, 
* Come ye not hither with indignant eye, 
* Deſervedly to blame UrLysses' ſon, 
* For having with' raſh haſte, and checkleſs tongue, 
* Foe in their iſſue both to the Allies, 
« *Gendered the feud that led to this ſurpriſe? 
* Whither are now that fame and glory fled, 
* Whole rays, as you were told, once round me ſpread, 
As Ixruacus' great offspring; but whoſe name 
Henceforward will be mark'd with blackeſt ſhame? 


© Yet wherefore theſe vain words, when now the field 


Calls me to combat, though my life I yield? 


Aid me then friends to arm, and look to find 
That the raſh youth, ſure raſheſt of mankind, 
«* Firſt cauſing this miſhap, the foe ſhall quell, 
Or undergo the death deſerv'd too well! 


Tu friends replied not now, but both obey'd, 
And to equip the warrior lent their aid: 
Vulcan's illuſtrious gift, the mail divine 
Of temper'd metal form'd with rich deſign, 
Spontaneoufly conform'd in every part, 

And with its touch alone inflam'd his heart. 


80 


90 


100 


From 


BOOK XVII. TELEMACHUS. 


From either eye ſuffus'd, the living flame 

And glory of heaven's Maip redundant came : 
The glory of heaven's Maid, whoſe arm divine, 
Proud confidence deſtroys when armies join. 
And now, by their joint help with all array'd, 
That the great artiſt's {kill had lately made, 


Caſque, breaſt-plate, ſhining mail and ſpacious ſhield, 


Forth from his tent he iſſues to the field: 
While all in armour clad, themſelves, as well, 
And fir'd with no leſs zeal the foe to quell, 
Good HEeGEsIePUus and great SAMos' ſage, 
Strong for the fight and fill'd with patriot-rage, 
Conſorted at his fide, ruſh both along, 

And pierce into the thickeſt hoſtile throng. 


FILL'p and elate with war's immortal Dame, 
Whoſe energy even ſhook his ſwelling rrame, 
The warrior, with a voice ſublime and ſtrong, 
Prevailing o'er the din of either throng, 
Addreſſes all the chiefs then whelm'd with fear, 
But who, when his great orders firſt they hear, 
Take inſtantly new hope, ſo much the might 
Shrown by one chieftain can effect in fight! 

On ITyHacus, their eye the hoſt all turn, 


And for the unequal combat once more burn; 
Y 2 


While 
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While from his own beam'd a reſplendent flame, 


Eclipſing the VuLcANian ſhield's bright frame. 
Around the field he look'd to judge where moſt 
His HUNDRED might infeſt the adverſe hoſt, 130 


And iſſu'd his command from place to place, 

Not arrogant, but urg'd with decent grace. 

Reſpecting his own band—to them, he gave 

His orders ſo at eaſe, ſo calmly brave, 

That no aſſiduous fire employ'd in age 

To regulate his houſe with precepts ſage, 

The office could diſcharge with cooler care 

Than, though in fight, did g, ULyssEs' heir. 

Yet, through the ranks with lightning's ſpeed he flew, 
Aſſiſting in thoſe acts he bade them do.— 140 


From its abundant ſource ſo flows along, 


O'er many a plain, ſome riveg deep and ſtrong, 
Impelling not alone its frothy tide, 


With reſonance pour'd down on either ſide, 


But hurrying with it too, tall veſſels ſtor'd 
With merchandize, arms, beaſts, and men on board. 


POEONTIA, NELEvs' ſon, the Sa MIAN ſeer, 


MAN DVURIA, with the reſt both far and near, 


ULyssEs? heir behold, and in him view 


What rivalry ſurpaſs'd and praiſes too. 150 
The 
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The experience of the Old, and every boaſt 

Of valour in the Voung throughout their hoſt, 

In contraſt put with his, was like ſome ſtar 

That in the night beams ſplendidly from far, 

But when at morn, day's lucid orb aſpires, 

Hides its diminiſh'd glory and retires. 

Nor of the youth's applauſe was this the whole; 
For jealouſy, ſo native to each ſoul, | 
Lies in each ſoul extinct, while All give way, 

As with one mind his orders to obey ; 160 
And pauſing not to judge if they were right, 

At ITyHacus? ſole nod conduct the fight; 

Such honour had the great, the heaven-taught ſon, 
Born of ULyssEs, from the aſſociates won! 


A neighbouring hill he gains, there takes his ſtand, 
And caſting round his eye on either hand, 
Diſcovers in each part, how weak, how ſtrong, 
How looſe, or how compact the hoſtile throng, 
Inſtructed by the view what only way 
Was left him by heaven's aid to turn the fray. 170 
Employing then that way, he makes a round 
"Tween the near ſtream and camp's exterior bound, 
While of the other chiefs, a numerous train 


Follow his ſteps, /ome praiſe at leaſt to gain. 
The 
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The Davuxraxs in their rear, ULysses' ſon 

Then charges, when they thought the battle won ; 

And yielding to his might, the cloſe wedg'd band 

Fall in their fluth of conqueſt by his hand, 

In heaps, they fall like leaves, that ſtrew the ſhore 

When howling from its caves with dreadful roar, 180 


SEPTENTRIO ruſhes out, and o'er the plain 


Returning with chill winter's rigid reign, 


The ſpacious foreſt ſhakes, and wholly bare 
Leaves every branch, late cloath'd with verdure there. 


Bur of the many, thus fore-doom'd to feel 
His well directed ſpear or lifted ſteel, 
Rank'd IyHicLEs as chief, ApRAsrus' ſon, 
Firſt in his love, as from his loins laſt ſprung. 
TELEMACHUS, he met, too raſhly brave, 
From danger his lov'd father urg'd to ſave. 190 
In hardy fields of fight, ULysses' heir 
And IrnicLEs alike were fit to dare: 
Their age too was the ſame, and no leſs ſo 
Their well connected limbs, and comely ſhow : 
Both by their tender mothers were held dear; 
And with an cqual ſtrength, Both ſhook the ſpear: 
Yet IprnicLEs bore likeneſs to a flower 


Freſh blowing in ſome field, at morning's hour, 


But 
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But ere the ſun it's noon-tide pitch can gain, 

Cut down unpitied by the reaper- ſwain. 200 
Prone on the earth his panting body lies, 

And everlaſting ſlumber ſeals his eyes. 

To IlenicLes, Evrnokion's fate ſucceeds ; 

Down falling by the Dauxtan's ſide, he bleeds. 

The mournful ſpirits join'd, together wing 

Their paſſage to the realm where D1s reigns king, 

While weltering in his blood, the Lypian hoſt, 

Who had late coloniz'd ErRURTA's coaſt, 

Struck with compaſſion, view their Leader's corſe 

Unequal'd for the fame of ſize and force, 210 
And on their chief's pale corſe, thus early ſlain, 

Pour out the pitying tear, oppreſs'd with pain. 

Theſe, and a hoſt beſides, beneath his hand, 

Stretch their pale bodies on the crimſon ſand : 

Laſt of whoſe number, though not leaſt, appear'd 
CLEOMENES, whoſe heart no danger fear'd, 

And who, late wed, forefook his native fields, 

Ambitious of the prey BeLLoxa yields, 

Pledging his ſolemn word the fane-beſide, 

Rich trophies from the war to bring his bride, 2.20 


Vain proof of ardent paſſion! for no more 
His bride ſhall he behold or native ſhore, 


ADRASTUS, 
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ADRASTUS, with a father's feelings wrung, 
Bled to ſee thus ſtretch'd out his darling ſon, 
With many a chieftain ſlain, and FoRTuNE too 
Gone from him, ſpite of all his arm could do. 
PrHuaALANnTUs, through his wounds, unable grown 
To combat thus unaided and alone, 
And panting as it were on many a ghoſt, 
Some victim at the fane reſembles moſt, 2.30 
O'er whom, the haruſpice's ſacred knife 
Is lifted as in act to take its life, 
One moment more, and with his ruthleſs ſword 
The king, who of his band had many gor'd, 
Would from the chearful day have ptu:;'l him down 


In realms where everlaſting horrors frown. 


BuT while with anguiſh his whole frame is wrung, 
He hears approaching then IrHAcus' brave ſon, 
And with recruited ardour feels again, 
Life at the ſound revive in every vein. 240. 
While, where TELEMAcnus lifts high his ſpear, 
ADpRasTus' bands themſelves are ſeized with fear; 
Fear through their ſouls infus'd by heaven's decree, 
And the fall'n chief they quit, a foe to flee, 
Attacking them behind, but flee in vain 
They yield beneath his ſword and ſtrew the plain. 


ADRASTUS 
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ADRASTUS, in this change, amid the throng, 
Courageous to no end and vainly ſtrong, 
Reſembles in his rage ſome furious beaſt - 

Juſt ready to devour his bloody feaſt, 

But from whoſe jaws, the ſwains have torn away 
At riſque of their own life, the deſtin'd prey : 
Enrag'd at ſuch diſcomfiture, he roars 

And ſhakes the diſtant hills, and ſounding ſhores. 
So ſtorm'd amid the combat, Dauxta's king, 
Whom ITrHAcuvs beholds his dart now fling, 


And now employ his ſword, wav'd round and round, 


That inſtant to ſome heart its paſſage found. 
This, ITHacus beholds; and undiſmay'd 
Projecting his broad ſhield's tremendous ſhade, 
Drives furiouſly along, the fight to end 

If to his wiſhes heav'n but prove a friend, 

And his whole ſtrength concent'ring in one blow, 
The troubler of HEeseER1a's peace lay low. 


Bur JueriTEr to ITHacus* brave fon 
A conqueſt would not grant, ſo cheaply won; 
And for his glory's ſake, M1NERVA ſtill 
Reſolv'd to verſe her chief in future ill, 
That better he might learn the needful part 
Of governing mankind and his own heart. 
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Heaven's awful lord, ApRASsrus therefore ſav'd, 
Though he had long heaven's love and juſtice brav'd: 
A wide extended cloud, his mighty hand 

Form'd inſtant, and outſtretch'd it o'er the land 

A cloud that grew ſo black and roll'd ſo near, 

As to aſſail the braveſt heart with fear. 

Down drop their uſeleſs arms; their hands on high 
They raiſe, and bending low implore the ſky. 

From the four quartcrs, all at once, heaven's wind 
Ruſh'd forth with rapid progreſs unconfin'd, 280 
Whoſe furious war was ſuch, that human ſenſe 
Might have ſuppos'd OLymevs* props immenſe 
Tugg'd to and fro, and in their tott'ring ſtate 
Ready to cruſh the world with all heaven's weight ; 
While darkneſs to be felt, profound and dread, 
Darkneſs like that where roam the ſilent Dead, 
Reigns horrible around, till flaſhing fierce, 

The o'erburthen'd cloud blue forky lightnings pierce, 


Darting from pole to pole with vivid ray, 


And ſcorching as they paſs the ethereal way ; 290 
While, after every flaſh, dark night again, 

Darker than that before it, clothes the plain, 

Till lower ſinking ſtill, the cloud divides, 

And from its womb pours down the ſluicing tides ; 

Floods the whole region round, and rolls along 


A torrent through the camp protound and ſtrong, 
Extinguiſhing 
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Extinguiſhing the blaze that rag'd unſpent, 
And gather'd in its way from tent to tent. 


ADRASTUS, to eſcape in danger's hour, 
Loſt not the means vouchſaf'd him by heaven's pow'r, 
Yet would not ſee the while what mighty hand 
Had been outſtretch'd to ſave his ſhatter'd band: 
But to the Immortal, though he paid no heed, 
Yet bade he his foil'd army paſs with ſpeed, 
Through the long paſſage of a narrow way, 


That *tween the encampment and a mariſh lay. 


ADRASTUS this perform'd, and made appear 
Such promptneſs in a moment of ſuch fear, 
That after their return, the HESPERITIAN hoſt, 
Though wondering at the attack, yet wonder'd moſt, 
How circled by their troops, his ready mind 
Could in ſuch danger the ſtraight paſlage find ; 
For he eſcap'd, as from the net-work flies 


Some bird ev'n when ſuppos'd the fowler's prize. 


CoxTENT then by TELEMACHus' ſole might 
Thus to have turn'd the ſcale of adverſe fight, 
No care employ'd the Aſſociates but to gain 


What of their camp ſtill ſtanding might remain. 
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They gain'd it unoppos'd, but entering ſaw 


Scenes ſuch as from the Sterneſt, tears might draw : 
Thoſe wounded in the fight, a numerous throng, 
Or indiſpos'd before, now ſtretch'd along, 

Too feeble to crawl forth and ſhun the flame, 
When o'er them with quick ſtrides the ruin came, 
Had to the laſt its furious rage ſuſtain'd, 

And hardly of their frame the bones remain'd ; 
While ſuch as till ſurviv'd, were uttering cries 
That from each quarter mounting, pierc'd the ſkies. 
A proſpect, with ſuch diſmal horror fraught, 

In ITyHacvs' great heart compaſſion wrought ; 

Nor could he, without inward ſhudderings, view 
A ſight of ſo much pain and horror too ; 

For mangled on the ground they lay along, 

The Vulgar with the Great, a various throng, 
Reſembling, in their plight, the victim-train 
Devoted to great Jove beſide his fane, 

Where agoniz'd they groan, diffuſing round 

The offenſive ſmell of blood, o'er all the ground. 


On miſerable hour!* exclaim'd he then, 
Touch'd to behold ſo many wretched men : 
Such is the conſtant preſent warfare brings, 
Let looſe among mankind by ruthleſs kings! 
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So tranſient are our days, and doom'd beſide 

To ills, ſuch as the happieſt men betide, | 

And muſt the lifted ſword, and darted ſpear 

Haſten a death already far too near, 

While curſed art is rack'd ten thouſand ways 

For methods to cut ſhort our ſwift-pac'd days! 

In brotherhood's ſtrict bonds were all mankind, 

By the great FaTHER of the world firſt join'd ; 350 
And ſhall they, with a heart by furies ſteel'd, 

Murder each other thus, untaught to yield? 

With lions, ne'er the lion kind make war; 

And tygers to deſtroy their like abhor. 

Man only, of all creatures heaven has made, 

Many only, though led on by reaſon's aid, 

Does daily what the groveling brutal crew, 

Taught by no more than inſtinct, never do! 

But wherefore ſpring theſe wars, when o'er earth's face, 
Even though ten times more num'rous were our race, 360 
More climes may be explor'd than All can till, 

More ſurface than their various nations fill. 

Shall then a king, intent his luſt to ſate, | 

That luſt, which like a worm gnaws every ſtate, 

Dare for ambition's ſake, with murd'rous hands, 

Foe to mankind, lay waſte another's lands ? 

Can they ſo vile a king too much deſpiſe, 


Who rends aſunder thus all nature's ties? 


NO 
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No never; and ſo far from lifting high 

* 'The praiſe of ſuch a king, his name ſhall die, 370 
Raz'd from the hiſtoric page in future times, 

Or if there writ, be writ to blaze his crimes. 

* If this alas! prove true, with how much care 

* Should not all kings of making war beware; 

« Convinc'd ere they come forth to meet a foe, 

That in a righteous cauſe they bend the bow? 

And for no purpoſe manifeſt their zeal, 

But to promote their kingdom's public weal.'— 


Thus, paſſing through the tents, ULysses' ſon 


Reflected when the furious fight was done, 380 


Ver ſtopt not the good youth in making known 
His pity for the woes he /aw alone; 
But in the taſk untiring, ſtudied too 
How he might heal the griefs he could not view. 
For daily, from firſt morn till night, he went 
By generous love impell'd from tent to tent, 
Relieving with kind hand the wounded train, 
And half removing ſickneſs, want, and pain. 
The needful help of gold to ſome he gave, 
And med'cines that the reſt their lives might ſave. 390 
While ſtanding by their fide, and uſing ſtrains 
Softer than pity yet ere pour'd on pains, 


He 
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He ſoften'd the keen pangs of their deſpair, 
Pangs, not all felt—when they beheld him there. 


His aids in this great work were two fam'd ſeers, 


TRAUMAPHILUS and lo of hoary years. 
When IpomeNn to PRIAu's kingdom ſped, 
With Merion at his CRETAN army's head, 
The former join'd his way, and biding therc 
Till PuxVGIA lay at length a region bare, 
From EscuLaetvs? ſons, by heaven inſpir'd, 
The art by men call'd pharmacy acquir'd: 
From EscuLATUs' ſons, who taught him too 
The envenom'd wound to heal with balmy dew.— 
Extracting the barb'd dart that rankl'd there, 
A liquor he would pour of influence rare, 
That with reſiſtleſs pow'r befriending life, 
Putreſcent fleſh remov'd without the knife; 
While riſing in its place a clearer ſkin, 


And ſounder fleſh beneath, were ſure to ſpring. 


RESPECTING reverend Ip: the fenior ne'er 
Had PHVYRGIA ſeen 'tis true, or ſtudied there; 
YET Mrklo in his hands had put the page 
By EscALApIUs wrote in life's laſt ſtage, 
That he might teach his ſons the noble part 
Of exerciſing the chirurgeon's art. 
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To this, a great advantage add beſide; 

That Pnoesus with his {kill afliſted Ipg, 

Since with obſequious knee from day to day 

An offering on his altar would he lay, 

Invoking whoſe great power, his pious ſong, 

Joy'd the ſweet note of homage to prolong, 

And from heaven's manſions, liſt'ning while he ſung, 


PHoEBvus approv'd his reverent heart and tongue, 


His viſit to the ſick whene'er he paid, 
Call'd thither to impart his uſeful aid, 
Examining his patient's eyes with care, 
Tongue, reſpiration, cheek and colour there, 
Not only would he tell what fatal cauſe 
Check'd in his veins the courſe of nature's laws, 
But re- eſtabliſh'd ſpeedily his frame, 
Reviving with bleſs'd aid life's dying flame, 
By ſudorifics now, whoſe genial dew 
From the rich treaſures of the field he drew; 
And now, when any ailment claim'd his care, 
Caus'd by a vicious blood and lurking there, 
By tempering certain draughts whoſe powerful ſtrength 
The ſpirits as from death would raiſe at length. 
Such was the care of IDE: but all the while, 
Aſſur'd he thoſe he watch'd with conſtant toil, 
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That indolence, rich fare, and love of crimes 


Had been the only cauſe from earlieſt times, 


That men ſo often call'd on phyſic's aid, 


To medicate thoſe illneſſes they made. 


Tis ſhameful to reflect, the ſeer would cry, 


Thoſe viewing who then happen'd to ſtand by, 


That for the moſt part men ſhould ever feel 
Thoſe ailments they would call vs in to heal; 
For eaſe enjoy'd in age, and health of frame, 
Flow only from a life unknowing blame: 
While luxury of food converts to bane 

The aliments of life in every vein ; 

And more than what we eat can cheriſh ſtrength, 
Tend they with certain pace to death at length. 
Nay leſs can phyſic's aid our being ſave, 

Than luxuries avail to fill the grave. 


Then be it noted too, that though our art 


Freſh health may ſometimes to the frame impart, 


Vet muſt thoſe very med'cines we employ, 


By dint of frequent uſe, at laſt deſtroy. 
For of our finer parts the make is ſuch, 
That they have nought too little, or too much. 
The general, the great remedy, whole aid 
Works far more cures than ſcience ever made, 
Is temperance, is ſobricty, is lite 
Unruffled by fierce paſſions and their ſtrife. 
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Ihe grand ſpecific this; the only way 

Preventive in youth's prime of life's decay.'— 

Thus argued the great Sage, and thus appear'd 

Leſs famous for his ſkill by men rever'd, 460 
Than for the precepts that enrich'd his ſtrain, 


When he diſcuſs'd life's remedies and bane. 


Tus two then, when the hard wag'd fight was done, 
Were order'd by ULyssEs* careful ſon 
With ſuccour and advice to viſit All 
Whole illneſſes or wounds for aid might call. 
Of theſe, it muſt be own'd they cur'd ſome few 
By med'cines, and inſtated them anew ; 
But far the greater part ſuch bleſſing ow'd 
To thoſe attentive cares, by both beſtow'd, 470 
Their quarters to keep free from each offence, 
That would have elſe annoy'd the olfactive ſenſe ; 
Obſerving they kept up in manner due, 
The regimen preſcrib'd their illneſs-through. 
Such was his kindneſs ſhown the ſoldier train, 
Who ſecing what was done to ſoothe their pain, 
In attitudes of prayer would often bend, 


Heaven thanking for the gift of ſuch a friend. 


* Hr is not,“ would they ſay, with praiſes pure, 
To ſcan him by his deeds, —he is not ſure 
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One ranking with the reſt of mortal men ;— 
Some god in human ſhape among us then. 
His buſineſs here on earth it ſcems alone 
With pity to ſuppreſs affliction's groan ; 
And. though of late the ſhock of bloody fight 
Set forth his fortitude and matchleſs might, 

* Yet is he worthier praiſe, as one of mind, 
After ſtern battle, thus humane and kind. 
Such as he is, oh would the gods but deign 
A monarch o'er our ſtate like him to reign ! 
But ineffectual wiſh! for they decree 

That others, in their ſmile more bleſs'd than we, 
As ſubjects ſhall the glorious youth behold, 

* And once again enjoy bright days of gold.” 


So ſounded their applauſe, while every word, 
Thus ardently addreſs'd, the warrior heard, 
As nightly through the camp his way he bent, 
With ſuccour to the ſick from tent to tent, 
Cautious the while to ward a ſecond blow, 
So near them as was then encamp'd the foe. 
Such prov'd the advantage, Daux1a's king had gain'd, 
Even after rout in his attack ſuſtain'd, 
And to the aſſociate hoſt, ULyssgs' ſon, 
By giving courſe to wrath, ſuch harm had done! 
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Is praiſes then, thus clear of flattery's crime, 
With pleaſure heard the youth from time to time, 
And wrought on by the ſtrain apart beſtow'd, 
Felt with what extaſy his boſom glow'd. 

Yet, while a joy he taſted ſo fublime, 

Did he, by PALLAS aided, ſhun the crime 510 
So rife among mankind of giving way 

To ſelf conceit or pride's infectious ſway ; 

For to his mind, inceſſantly occurr'd 

All he had wrought amiis in deed or word ; 

And with ingenuous {ſhame he bluſh'd all o'er, 

When his colleagues he heard their praiſe thus pour : 

Nay further ; for, when pondering all things paſt, 

He was conſtrain'd to own this truth at laſt, 

That, by heaven's will, ſome virtues mark'd his name, 

Or the whole hoſt for adulation blame, 520 
The greater of two faults he choſe to ſhun, 

Thus by their friendly plaudits forc'd on one: 

But when ſo prais'd, his ſoul its homage paid 

To PALLAs, and confeſs'd her heav'nly aid. 


GREAT PALLas !* he would ſay, whom all mankind, 
' When to thy name they bend, propitious find, 
* *Tis thou, and thou alone; (for can I give 


* Too many thanks to thee by whom I live?) 
a Who, 
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* 


Who, that my foot might keep in virtue's ways, 


Gav'ſt me a friend to rear my youthful days. 


Beneficent wiſe Power, from thee it flows 


That what I am, my well taught boſom knows ; 


Knows when I act amiſs, and profits too 

By the great faults I cannot chuſe but do. 
Diſtruſting now myſelf from day to day, 
Through error, I leſs yield to error's ſway ; 
And bowing to acknowledge Wiſdom's rule, 
Through folly often urg'd am leſs a fool : 

For feeble though I prove, yet lov'd by TRE, 
My weakneſs to thy ſtrength affords me plea. 
Senſations like a god's thou mak'ſt me know, 
While I conſole the drooping ſons of woe, 
When ridicule and ſcorn, nay hatred too, 
Would to my faults have otherwiſe been due. 
Without thee, I ſhould ſo much err, that ne'er 
Would my heart's ſorrow its leaſt faults repair : 
Unguarded by thy potency divine, 

An infant I ſhould ſeem, a babe in fine, 

That without thought its mother's ſide forſakes, 
And falls at the firſt ſtep it raſhly takes.” 


Bur noting every thing that paſs'd the while ; 


PoeaN's illuſtrious fon and hoary PyLEe, 
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With wonder were aſtoniſh'd and ſtruck dumb, 
Seeing the youth ſo chang'd a thing become. 
But what the hoſt at large amaz'd much more, 
Than in his conduct every thing before, 

Was to diſcern his gentleneſs of mind 


Tow'rds HIPPIlAS, whom he now prepar'd to find, 


And pay him every ſolemn funeral rite, 


Due when a ſhade firſt treads the realm of night. 


Fox haſtening to the field with pious care, 
He went dead Hiye1ias to diſcover there. 
All mutilate and gath'd with many a wound, 
And ſtiff with clotted gore the corſe he found, 
Confounded in a pile of vulgar Deap, 
That while the battle rag'd had near him bled. 
Forgetting at the fight his numerous faults, 
His ſpirit he reſign'd to tender thoughts, 
Shed over the pale body many a tear, 
And with theſe words affected every ear. 


* On greateſt of great Shades on PLuTo's coaſt, 


The truth of my profeſſions now thou know'Rt ! 


* For greatly I admir'd thy fearleſs heart, 
Long practis'd to diſcharge the ſoldier's part. 


Once rous'd beyond my ſtrength to bear, *tis true, 


I could not without wrath thy manners view: 
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* But by my own fierce paſſions dearly taught, 

« Yea, by my own, with efferveſcence fraught, 

« Muſt I confeſs that youth's firſt Spring indeed 

Of pardon at men's hands has every need. 530 
Friends ſoon we ſhould have been, as ſuits with thoſe 
Join'd in one cauſe, and having the ſame foes. 

* *Tis J have been to blame. Oh gods, then ſay, 
Why from the world take Hieeras thus away, 

* Ere I could make atonement for my faults, 

And re-inſtatement gain in his good thoughts? 

* Why raviſh him alas, nor grant me time 


* Till the brave chieftain had abſolv'd my crime?“ 


Here ending; at command the heralds bring 
Their cruiſes from the cool tranſlucent ſpring, 590 
Fill them, and with the work proceeding then, 
With unguents of rare ſcent the corſe impregn; 
By lotion purging off the duſt and gore, 
With every other ſtain and ſpot it bore. 
While joining in the labour, others toil 
In rearing nigh the ſpot a lofty pile: 
The ſounding axe they ply; beneath whoſe ſtroke, 
Falls ever and anon ſome reverend oak 
That fix'd below ſo deep, and rais'd ſo high, 
Seem'd threatning ere it's fall the diſtant ſky. 600 


Some 
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Some ſlowly tapering pine, ſome graceful elm, 
Fairer than all that fill'd the woody realm; 

Some poplar, or tall beach, whoſe verdant head, 
With thickeſt foliage crown'd, the plain o'erſpread. 
The wood her honours yields, that ruſhing down, 
So many workmen's noiſe in greater drown, 

While to each echoe the wide region round, 


GaLlresus* flowing ſtream conveys the ſound. 


THEN riſes the tall pile's enormous frame, 
And into birth beneath burſts forth the flame. 610 
With every ſign of grief, TaRENTUM's bands 
March flow and ſolemn on the crumbling ſands. 
Inverted in the duſt, their pikes they trail, 
Their leader's mournful fall they weep they wail. 
Tears flow from harden'd breaſts, that ne'er till then 
Compaſſion's touch had felt like other men. 
PuerRyciDes comes laſt, unhappy Sage, 
Leſs bending with the weight of hoary age, 
Than inwardly depreſs'd, ſince doom'd to mourn 
From his fond arms the much lov'd Hieeias torn. 620 


Hieeptas, the charge and pupil of his care, 


Taught by his precepts in ſtern fight to dare. 


All joy had he renounc'd ſince HIPPIASs' death, 
Sick as he was of drawing future breath : 
Food 
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Food had not touch'd his lips, or cheering fleep 


Bound up his eyes, now doom'd long watch to keep : 


Fix'd on the ground, the mourner paſs'd along, 
Cloſing the rear of ſuch a numerous throng: 
Unbounded was his grief, and yet no word 
Proceeding from his lips the while was heard ; 
For with too much diſtreſs his ſoul was wrung, 
That utterance could be found upon his tongue. 
All all was like the grave, till now at length 

The ſacred flame he ſaw had gather'd ſtrength, 
When at the ſight, though ſtill in ſorrow: drown'd, 
Burſting at once, his voice its paſſage found. 


* On Hir IAS,“ he began, oh beſt of men, 
And ſhall I never more behold thee then ? 
Dear Hrieetas, much lov'd youth, afflicting day 


My ſon from my embrace is torn away ; 
While I, alas! live ſtill; if life indeed 

It can be that beneath ſuch woes muſt bleed! 
Oh Hier1as it was I that with hard heart, 


Deliberately perform'd the cruel part 
Of dooming thee to death, what time I ſteel'd 


Thy boſom to confront the warring field; 
And ſhow'd thee—it became the truly Brave 


To throw away that life the Immortals gave. 
B b 


184 


530 


640 


Then 


186 TELEM ACH Us. 


Then, firmly I believ'd, thy hands would cloſe 


My eye-lids, when I ſunk in death's repoſe, 
But by inexorable heaven's decree, 

Now, mult thy funeral be thus wept by me. 
Oh to my heart beyond all utterance dear, 
Whom in thy early prime I joy'd to rear, 
Devoting my whole lite, a life of pain, 


The future good old man to form in vain, 


Doom'd am I then to view thy face no more, 


When firſt of all this flame juſt lit is o'er? 
Sad anſwer! Yes: But I ſhall fee thy ſpouſe, 
See the dear object of thy tender vows 
Abſorb'd in ſorrow's pit, proceed to tear 

Up by the roots her looſe diſhevel'd hair, 
Diſtracted beat her breaſt, yea die away, 
And of thy death curſe the unhappy day 


With me too, the loath'd cauſe, the cauſe of all, 


Cauſe of thy mournful fate and early fall. 


Oh more than mortal lov'd, oh precious Shade 


Hence bid me to the dark TARTARIAN glade; 


For hateful is the light, and thou alone 


Dear ghoſt, ſhalt to my eyes ere long be known: 


Till then alas, my friend, my ſon, I live 
That of my love the aſſurance I may give, 
And the laſt duty to thy aſhes pay, 

Then ſeek thee in the realms of endleſs day.“ 
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AND now appear'd the corſe, in ſtate diſplay 'd 
And on a purple bier majeſtic laid, 
Death had not quite deform'd its manly grace, 
Pre-eminence of port, ſhape, air and face; 
For by the penſive mourners ſtill were ſeen, 
Half flouriſhing and fair his beauteous mien, 
And hyacinthine hair, behind not bound, 
But floating on his ivory ſhoulder round: 
His hyacinthine hair, of lovelier hue 
Than ATys could diſplay to charm the view. 
It raviſh'd ſtill the band, of whom thoſe found 
. Neareſt the corſe, as foremoſt in the round, 
Saw the wide gaſh with which AprasTus' ſword 
His ſide had in the battle deeply gor'd, 
And ſent him to ſtern PLuTo's funeral coaſt, 
For ever there to flit a gloomy ghoſt. 


DRjEC TED, and to earth weigh'd down with grief, 


As was for HIP PIAsS' fake the youthful chief, 
With flow'rets in his hand approaching near, 

At intervals he ſtrews the ſolemn bier: 

But viewing now at length, the flame invade 
Great Hiee1as on the pile funereal laid, 

And catching the rich ſtuffs that round and round 


The hero's aſhy corſe, were nine-fold wound, 
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His manly mind to ſecond tears gave way; 
No female's more ſubdu'd by ſorrow's ſway. 700 


In his o'erflowing grief, Adieu, ' he faid, 


4 


4 


HieePtas, now number'd with the mighty Dead. 
Oh thou, that haſt obtain'd unfading fame, 
Though thy remains thus feed the waſteful flame, 
Aﬀected by the ſolemn rites here paid, 

See my diſtreſs, and be appeas'd great Shade ; 
For envious I ſhould ſurely ſee thy lot, 

Such as no change of fortune now can blot, 
And deeply at heaven's ruling will repine, 

That thy illuſtrious death it made not mine, 710 
If in this heart affection had no ſhare, 

Though anger and ill-will late rankled there; 

For thou, from every human care ſet free, 

And to life's burthen not confin'd as we, 

Haſt, in thy earlieſt prime, with all the brave, 
After life's troubles, gain'd a glorious grave. 
Farewell, and may dread STYx oppoſe no more 
Thy paſſage to ELys1UuM's happy ſhore. 

May in long ages hence, immortal fame 

From envy's fury ſafe record thy name, 720 
And every bounteous God, if Gods be juſt, 

An undiſturb'd repoſe vouchſafe thy duſt.” 


THESE 
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THESE accents, though cut ſhort by frequent ſighs, 
Scarce had the Warrior ſpoke with flowing eyes, 
Than the whole SpARTAN cohort, in deſpair 
Heav'd a loud cry that rent the liſt'ning air. 

Their Hieetas they deplor'd, whoſe far-fam'd might 
Often had put the braveſt Chiefs to flight, 

And in pathetic terms ſet forth the grief, 

Borne by their land in loſing ſuch a chief. 


ALREADY had the flame's impetuous force 
Turn'd to a heap of duſt the Warrior's corſe, 
When IrHAcus beſprinkled it all o'er 

With. liquors that a precious flavour bore.. 
Then, in a golden urn, profuſely chas'd, 
With reverend action the rich truſt he plac'd, 
And bore it to the tent, where ſorrow's prey, 


And wounded in each limb, PuaLranrtus lay. 


Tnovon, of his numerous wounds the envenom'd rage 


Treating with godlike {kill and methods ſage, 
TRAUMAPHILUS and IpE, the experienc'd Pair, 
Sent to. attend the fuffering monarch there, 

Had the great work they wiſh'd perform'd in part, 
By means of their heaven born heav'n prompted art. 
Life's ſtream that in his veins began to chill, 

And the low pulſe, then almoſt ſtanding till, 
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To motion they had brought, and ſtay'd from flight 
His ſpirit that look'd out and loath'd the light. 

A penetrating balm, through every vein 

Soft circling with the blood, allay'd his pain; 

And comfortable warmth, like zephyrs bland, 

Sav'd the reviving chief from death's cold hand. 

But, though his frame they eas'd, yet could his mind 
From med'cines oft applied, no comfort find. 

There wounded, as he thought paſt all relief, 

By ſcience to be wrought, he felt his grief. 


For ſcarcely was in part the anguiſh o'er, 
That from ſo many wounds his body bore, 
But torture of worſe kind aflail'd his ſoul, 
y orture—not giving way to art's controul ; 
And with recover'd ſtrength, on life's recal, 
Then recollecting his ſad brother's fall, 
Thus feebly he began, with piteous tone 
Broke in the midſt with many a heartfelt groan : 
* Wherefore ſuch pains,* ſaid he, * alas, thus take 
And for a miſerable ſufferer's ſake, 


When happier were my fortune, were I made 


My H1yee1as, my dear brother's fellow ſhade? 


I ſaw him, with his blood's deep crimſon dyed, 


Lie agoniz'd and gaſping at my fide. 


750 


760 


170 
Oh 


noOK xviI. TELEMACHUS. 110 


Oh Hieelas, my ſole joy, thou liv'ſt no more, 

« And I can only now thy loſs deplore, 

« For ne'er ſhall I again behold thy face, 

Or fold thee in one parting ſad embrace, 

Or tell thee the afflictions thus made mine, 

Or, like a brother, comfort thee in thine. 

Inexorable gods, to me is left 

No HI IAS, of all bleſſings thus bereft ! 

« But is not what I mourn, think, feel, and ſee 

* Some viſion, that at day's firſt break will flee? 780 
Oh no, no, no. *Tis all alas too true. 

* Nor an ideal viſion what I view. 

For I beheld thee wounded, ſtretch'd along, 

* 'Trod on and mangled by the ruſhing throng: 

And ſhalt thou not be *veng'd ?—Yes, yes, I ſwear 

Yet longer to reſpire unwelcome air, 

* Till blood be paid for blood, when this my hand 
ADpRasTUus has tranſpierc'd before his band, 

* And with ſuch vengeance ſooth'd thy troubled ſhade, 

If but one god my purpoſe ſtoop to aid.“ 790 


Wulrr thus PHRALANTVUS vow'd, and careful IDE 
With his aſſociate all their ſcience tried, 
Still to compoſe his pain, leſt grief ſhould ſwell 


The torment of his wounds now almoſt well, 
Sudden 
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Sudden TELEMACHVUs' approach he views: 


The unexpected ſight his pain renews, 


And once again ſtirr'd up, two paſſions part 
With oppoſite effects his labouring heart. 


For on one hand, the chief remember'd ſtill 
How Hiee1as he had lately ſought to kill, 
While of his death the fſoul-afflicting thought 
Within him to its height the idea wrought ; 
Yet could he not forget to whom he ow'd 
That ſuccour by his arm ſo late beſtow'd. 
Thus, each ſuccecding each within his breaſt, 
Thoughts oppolite in kind the place poſſeſs'd, 
But when, as ITyacvs now nearer drew, 
The precious precious urn firſt ſtruck his view, 
With the poor all of Hieetas that remain'd, 
No longer one harſh notion he retain'd ; 

But at the ſight too weak his tears to ſtay, 
And to a torrent therefore giving way, 
He folded with ſtrong claſp UL vssEs' ſon, 


And frequently, though ſtill with faultering tongue, 


Endeavour'd to expreſs the grateful ſenſe 


Due to ſuch love, and now firſt ſpringing thence; 


Yet in the end, his voice the filence broke, 


And with heart moving language thus he ſpoke: 
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* GREAT ITHAcvus, your kind your generous care 
Spontaneouſly thus ſhown a ſuffering Pair, 820 
Wrings from my heart this diction to my tongue, 
Wrings this applauſe of what your love has done. 

To you am I indebted, that life's flame 

Still animates my ſore afflicted frame: 

Nor is this all; for ſtill I owe much more, 

And at your feet my thanks would gladly pour, 

Since to your love this act is likewiſe due: 

A ſervice, and even that, ſpontaneous too, 

Which had it not been deign'd my brother's ſhade, 

Still would his ghoſt unſepulchred have ſtray'd, 830 
On the dark confines of STyx' dreary ſhore, 

In ruthleſs CHARON's bark unwafted o'er 

To the juſt judgment of all righteous Dis.— 

And muſt I then receive a boon like this, 

From one that, ſo miſreckoning him of late, 

I view'd with utter ſcorn, contempt, and hate ? 

On what ſhall J reſolve, what think, what ſay, 

Concealing my remorſe how turn away ? 

Reward him ye juſt gods, and pitying me 

From Being ſet my ſpirit inſtant free. 340 
Yes, ſoon ſhall I depart; when, as fot you, 

Great chicf, and with ſuch greatneſs, gentle too, 


For the deceas'd, by equal kindneſs {way'd, 


Grant the ſame rites to my departed ſhade, 
Ge As 
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As at your hand, my wretched brother's ghoſt 
Now has receiv'd on PLuTo's gloomy coaſt : 
* This do, that after death myſelf may know 


Thoſe comforts that from ſacred burial flow: 


** 


* Grant me this prayer, which, with my dying breath, 


I utter, as the means of ſweet'ning death, 850 


* 


And nothing ſhall you need to place your name 
Firſt in the liſt with men of deathleſs fame.” 


Tus piteouſly addreſs'd TartExTUM's chief, 
And ſunk into a ſwoon, o'erwhelm'd with grief, 


Too much exhauſted by the paſt to pour 


His melancholy ſtrain not then quite o'er. 

While ITHacvus ſtood by, the time to wait 

When he ſhould reaſſume his former ſtate : 

With patience he ſtood by, and ſaw at length 

Once more the chief recover his late ſtrength, 360 
Who, taking then the urn, reſum'd the word, 
Weak though he was, and therefore not well heard, 
Oft kiſſing, as he ſpoke, the precious vaſe, 
While down both cheeks a current roll'd apace : 

* Oh brother of my love, thrice cheriſh'd duſt, 

* When to this vaſe ſhall mine thy guardian truſt ? 
* Speed but the hour, and then fraternal Shade, 

© I follow thee to death's funereal glade. 
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' TELEMACHUS, whoſe hand heaven renders ſtrong, 


Shall at one blow avenge us both ere long.” 870 


Tu mournful ſcene here ceas'd; the youth withdrew, 
Them leaving to aſſume their charge anew, 
Whoſe ſkill had thus far proſper'd in the eſſay, 
And ſtill advanc'd his cure from day to day. 
While not reſpecting only SpARTA's chief, 
But for All careful that requir'd relief, 
To ſtimulate ſtill more their {kill and art, 
TELEMACHUsS perform'd his bounteous part, 
By paſſing through the camp from tent to tent, 
That he might ſee himſelf how all things went. 880 
His unremitting care and generous zeal, 
That thus evinc'd how far his heart could feel, 
None notic'd through the camp, but leſs admir'd 
His courage, that of late heaven's breath inſpir'd, 
Than gentleneſs of ſpirit, that could bend 
O'er ſtrangers, and aſſiſt them like a friend, 
And glorying in ſill finer feelings, ſhow 


Such love to a deceas'd and living foe. 


Tus acted the young chief, and gave the while 
Elſewhere a pattern too of patient toll : | 89 
Sleep always he ſhook off ere well the ſun 
Could ſally from beneath its courſe to run: 
Cc2 And 
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And at the gloomy ſeaſon of deep night, 

Sleep would not taſte of, though in weary plight, 
That he might iſſue forth, and viſit round 

Each quarter of the camp in ſlumber drown'd ; 
Diſcovering, by ſuch means, if every poſt 
Eſtabliſh'd from ſurprize to ſhield the hoſt, 

Than hitherto was fill'd with greater care, 

And proper guards for ſafety planted there. 

Full frequently, with grime all cover'd o'er, 

And bath'd by that inceſſant toil he bore, 

Would he his tent regain at cloſe of day, 

To paſs in ſlumber ſome few hours away. 

Short too were his repaſts, nor richer fare 
Enjoy'd he than the pooreſt ſoldier there. 

While far from growing weak in toil thus tried, 
And eating what his frugal meal ſupplied, 

More vigorous he became, and daily found 

His healthfulneſs and ſtrength ſtill more abound. 
He loſt indeed that grace, which rather ſhows 
(As ever does the bud its future roſe) 
Our promiſes to come, than g what men 

In years mature poſſeſs, or boaſt of then: 

More pleas'd, when they ſurvey themſelves, to find 
Their features and their form robuſt in kind. 
This form, and with it, features too like theſe, 
ULyssEs' ſon aſſum'd by flow degrees, 
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And was no longer what his friends had ſeen, 

Remarking his firſt bloom and boyiſh mein, 920 
Leſs delicate in ſhape, and fair of hue, 

Leſs womaniſh in fine, and ſoft to view, 

By ſenſible advances now he grew. 
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ment of Hypocrites, a Multitude of other Sinners, and at laſt 
bad Kings. | 


AbRAsrus, of whoſe troops the recent fray 


Such numbers in one night had ſwept away, 
The remnant of his hoſt ruw ſcreen'd behind 
AvULoN's tall hill, fuch refuge glad to find! 
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Inactive, he there paſs'd the time away, 
Expecting ſome freſh aids from day to day, 
And watching the fit hour to fight once more, 
Though with ſuch loſs and rout beat off before. 


Tuus the grim tyger, writh'd by hunger's pangs, 
Spreads havock through ſome fold with ſharpeſt fangs: 
But, by the ſwains repell'd, and forc'd away, 
Indignant he foregoes the woolly prey ; 

And follow'd in his rear by troops of men, 
Collected from each part, obtains his den: 
There, mourning the full feaſt denied his jaws, 
Inceſſantly he whets his teeth and claws ; 

And by keen hunger, ſtill more deſperate made, 
While on his cave's hard pavement he 1s laid, 
Waits the fit ſeaſon to return once more, 


Ruſh on the ſleeping folds, and ſwill their gore. 


Trvs far'd the foe; while now, ULysses* ſon 
Mov'd no one toil, however great, to ſhun, 
No obſtacle, no pain of frame or mind, 
And pondering the event, by Jove deſign'd, 
The mandate to his ear in ſleep convey'd, 
Firſt at SALENTUM by heaven's various Map, 
And other warnings too, conceiv'd it time 


To penetrate ſtern PLuTo's nether clime, 


199 


10 


20 


And 


200 TELE MAC H 3 BOOK XVIII, 


And ſeek if his great father, haply there 
Safe wafted, might reſpire ELVSTAN air. 

He ſaw the foe beat off, nor likely found 

A ſecond time to quit their theltering ground. 
Fraught therefore with a dutcous ſon's delire, 
After long abſence to behold his ure, 

Straight form'd he his reſolve, unaw'd to go 
And vilit the dark realms of night below. 


Nor did this love alone his ſoul incline, 

Thus with bold foot to pierce Hell's nether mine, 
However in his breaſt it pleaded itrong : 

The ſpirit of a God even fir'd him on; 

For PaLLAs, that her charge might all fulfil, 
Decreed him to perform by heaven's high will, 

And prompting the lov'd youth, with chearful heart, 
To undertake this arduous godlike part, 

A nightly dream had ſent, whoſe voice divine 
Impell'd him to attempt the bright deſign, 

By placing in his view, ULysses* ſhale, 

As by heaven's will diſpatch'd from death's dark glade, 
Which conſtantly would come what time the night 
Yiclds to AuRoRa crown'd with ſacred light, 

hen dreams, then moſt of all found true, prepare 


The fleeper's couch to leave and flit in air: 
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And full before him plac'd, the ſon now ſaw 

His fire, more glorious than when giving law 

In ITyaca he reign'd, though ſcepter'd then 
And guarded in his court by crowds of men ; 
Since ſeated in a dome, whoſe roof was gold, 
And flooring of rich elephant's ſmooth mold : 
Majeſtical himſelf and circled round 

By many a blooming youth with roſes crown'd, 
That with charm'd ear inclin'd to what his tongue 
Pour'd forth, as ſweet as if the Mine then ſung. 
Now too, in fancy, would he ſee him laid 
Naked, but ſcreen'd within the umbrageous glade 
Of interwoven poplars, in an iſle 

Form'd by thoſe ſtreams that lav'd the fertile ſoil, 
And tended by a troop of beauteous frame, 
Who with kind hand, but cheek of decent ſhame, 
Threw him the friendly dreſs he needed then, 
His cloſe retreat to quit, and walk with men. 
Thus would his fire appear: and now, in fine, 
Partaking at ſome feaſt of cates divine, 

Where, raviſhing each ſenſe, the glorious found 
Of harmony's . ſweet ſtrains was heard around, 

Not yielding to thoſe notes the ſacred NINE 


Pour out in homage to the throne divine. 
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AwAKEN'D by theſe ſtrains with day begun, 


Tears down his cheeks would like a torrent run, 


Thus to behold departing with the night, 
Objects that till day's dawn ſo pleas'd his ſight. 80 


* 


+ 


4 


4 


My father,“ he would ſay, dear lifeleſs ſhade, 
The paſtime of each hoſtile god thus made, 
Believe me, the worlt dreams of night would lefs 
With their foreboding fears my ſoul diſtreſs; 

For 'tis, alas, too true, that angry fate 

Has with her ſhears abridg'd thy mortal date, 
And wafted thee from earth, the joys to ſhare 

Of bleſſed ſouls in heaven. made happy there. 

The glorious place I view: I view thoſe fields 
Whoſe region to the Good ſuch tranſport yields! 90 
But muſt I never more thy face then ſee? 

Nor with extatic claſp embrace thy knee? 

Nor hold thee to my heart, expreſſing there 

Some tribute for the love vouchſaf'd thy heir? 

No never; for thoſe lips, whence wiſdom flow'd, 
While every hearer's breaſt with rapture glow'd, 
No more ſhall I behold, nor ever thou 

Cruſh the vile train that pour their amorous vow, 
And with mad revelry inſult the dame 

Once ſharing thy lov'd bed and lawful flame. 100 
Inexorable gods! whole fatal ire 


Vindictively thus long has urg'd a ſire, 
* Theſe 
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Theſe viſions you ordain to take away, 

Or in my heart put out hope's chearful ray, 
And downward to the duſt my ſpirit bend, 

Till utterly extinct, in death it end. 

Then let me, as is meet, in haſte fulfil 

Jove and MINERVA's everlaſting will. 

Yielding to the advice thoſe dreams intend, 
That graciouſly oft meant from heaven Geſcend, 
Let me though deſolate attempt my way 
Pervading the abode depriv'd of day ; 

For to direct my courſe, the way lies plain, 
Conducting not far hence to death's domain, 

As Iris lately ſaid, heaven's ſwift wing'd Dame, 
Ere hither with my force in arms I came. 

Why therefore do I pauſe? why fear to tread 
Hell's ſubterranean cave where glide the Deap? 
Thoſe terrors -ſome have ſcorn'd, and void of fear 
With confidence tranſpierc'd the region drear ; 
Witneſs that great EGEAN TuEsEus ſirſt, 
Though meaning to commit a deed accurs'd, 
And outrage the dread god, whom I alone 
Would ſupplicate in prayer, betore his throne. 
ALciDes, whoſe bold foot, hell's dreadful ſhade 
Could not deter, has dar'd its realm pervade: 
ALcipes I am not; yet ſure, to aim 


At one of his great acts would grace my name. 
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Even ORPHEvus the dread god addreſs'd below, 
* By chanting on his harp a tale of woe, 

And back again to life, his beauteous bride 

* EURYDICE obtain'd, on earth to bide. 

* More pity I muſt gain, ſince more far more 
Affliction as a ſon myſelf deplore; 

For what compare 'tween her from OxrRHEus torne, 
And ITHacus, whole loſs I daily mourn. 

* Be ſteady then my heart to go and die, 

* If ſuch a fate ur will, that rules the ſky. 

* For wherefore the vain fear of meeting death, 

* When I reſpire ſuch grief at every breath? 
Oh Pru ro, and THrov too of form divine, 

« Cloſe ſeated at his ſide, fair PRosERPINE, 
Full quickly ſhall I prove if ſtern indeed 

* You will be, when my mournful cauſe I plead; 
And aſk if my great Sire your empire tread, 
Join'd in communion with the mighty Dead?” 


* 


Tryvs with himſelf converſing would the ſon 
Of great ULyssEs weep when day begun; 
Then riſe from his unquiet bed, and try 
To comfort his ſunk heart and weeping eye, 
By flying to heaven's chearful light that then 
Came back to glad the haunts of waking men: 
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Vain effort! for the grievous cauſe of woe, 

Conſuming him with anguiſh ſure though ſlow, 

Reſembled a barb'd ſhaft, that inly fix'd, 
And drinking the life-blood with which it mix'd, if 
No human art could draw, but which ſtill borne 

Wherever the poor ſufferer went to mourn, 


Exiſtence made a curſe, and bade him dare 
All hazards as the cure of his deſpair. 1 60 


Nor diſtant from the aſſociate camp, much more 
Than are twelve ſtadiums meaſur'd twelve times o'er, 
To TaRTarus' drear realm, a road there lay, 

And AchERON TTA, mortals call'd the way. 
There, with exalted head, a rock diſplay'd | 
Projecting with vaſt arch, its horrid ſhade; | 
And plung'd into whoſe cave, with boiling courſe 
Precipitated ſtream, and headlong force, 

A rapid torrent ran, that far below | 
Emerging in the realm of night and woe, 170 1 
A ſtagnant whirlpool form'd, whoſe name whene'er | 
Even Deities atteſt, with awe they ſwear. 

ExALTED in the midſt, to every ſhock | 
To every guſt expos'd that ſmote the rock, | 

Some airy.like built nearer the warm ſun, 


Built by Jove's bird to rear her ardent young, 4 
| That 
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That on the lower region ſcorn to reſt, 

A gloomy city roſe, by thoſe poſſeſs'd 

That durſt not on the plain their dwellings found, 

Such influence in each blaſt prevail'd around ! 180 
While dreadfully beneath the ſpacious way, 

By mortals unapproach'd, wide yawning lay: 

Deſerted was the ſcene on all ſides round, 


Near the cave's mouth no grazing flocks were found; 
Or if, at any time, the thoughtleſs lamb 

Ventur'd with giddy ſtep to quit its dam, 

His charge the trembling ſwain would turn away, 
Further from ſuch a dangerous ſpot to play. 

While riſing from the fen, a cloud ſo denſe, 

A vapour ſo impure, ſo foul to ſenſe, 190 
Infected the whole clime, that All whoſe fate 
Condemn'd them to this verge of PLuTo's ſtate, 
Felt, ere old age approach'd, the vaporous breath 
Of peſtilential fogs that teem'd with death. 


Far ſtretching round the view, no bladed green, 
No lively looking flower adorn'd the ſcene ; 
Ne'er waking at the dawn, with balmy wing, 
| Soft ZEPHYRUS diſclos'd the charms ef Spring: 


; Nor with rich crops of CERES' golden grain 


Came AUTUMN to rejoice the labouring ſwain. 
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There ripen'd not the grape, foredoom'd alone 

To wither on the ſtalk ere perfect grown: 

Sad, penſive, and caſt down, the NATAp train, 
Whoſe ſweetly flowing ſtreams refreſh the plain, 
Wherever elſe they glide, were ſcarcely found 
Here through the tedious year's quaternion round, 
Diſcharging their wont taſk, but roll'd along 

A current, uncouth theme for ſprightly ſong ! 
Where flutes were never heard ; for frequent rains 
Made their polluted channels foul with ſtains. 

The feather'd tribes ſat mute, or left a place 
That, diſtant as the eye could objects trace, 
Poſleſs'd not one ſole grove, where perch'd at night, 
Soft ſlumber they might reap till morning's light: 
But in their ſtead, appear'd the raven train, 

That with black wing and broken beak complain ; 
The raven, whoſe ſad note and croakings drear, 

At midnight, with alarm the dying hear; 

Roam'd here the tyger too with ſavage growl ; 
Flutter'd here too in air the blinking owl, 

That meditates all day with ſolemn face, 

Forth coming when night's ſhadows firſt take place. 
In melancholy mood, the luſty bull, 
That elſewhere his love's draught enjoys at full, 
Here from the heifer fled, while ſharing too 


That languor the whole flock he guarded knew, 
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The ſhepherd ſeem'd oppreſs'd ; and ſadly. mute, 


Sat penſive, without maid, muſe, ſong, or flute, 


ForTH iſſuing at the cave from time to time, 
And brooding far and near o'er all the clime, 
Burit frequently thick clouds that covering round 
The furtheſt diſtant hills and level g round, 
Form'd, at the noon of day, ſo thick a night 
That it obſcur'd at once all numan fi; ht. 
Then, ever did the ſwains reliding near, 
With ample vows forth breath'd in trembling fear, 
Hell's ruthleſs Powers beſcech their prayer to deign, 
But Puro more than all the infernal train. 
They pray'd, but were not heard; for from the throng, 
Selected as with care, the young and ſtrong, 
Nay, ſuch too as 'were then of tendereſt age, 


Prov'd the ſole victims that could ſoothe their rage. 


THis paſſage to the dark TARTAREAN cave, 

TELEMACHUS, by grief made greatly brave, 
Determin'd to attempt, and pierce the ſhade, 
If from above heaven's arm but ſent him aid : 
While PALLAs, to whoſe love no ſtay, no bound, 
No limit his life's progreſs-through was found, 
Had to his cauſe propitious made the god. 


And now, heaven's HERALD, With his ebon rod, 
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That every day deſcends to lead along, 

For CHaroN to waft o'er, a flitting throng, 

Had told Hell's griſly Power, that what the fon 
Of ITyacus might ſue for, ſhould be done. 


TELEMACHUs thus fix'd, when ſolemn night 
Now riſing, the bright ſun had put to flight, 
Two youths that his SALENTINE band ſupplied, 
Aſſociates took along his ſteps to guide, 
And iſſued from the camp with dauntleſs tread, 
Directed to thoſe regions of the Dead. 260 


TrRoOVUGH the ſtill fields they walk, while night's pale queen 
Their ſilent path illumes with ray ſerene. 
No lowly creeping miſt, no cloud impure, 
No vapour of the dark her throne obſcure ; 
But pouring a bright flood of radiance round, 
She ſilvers the wide plain and vaſt Profound. 
Struck with the matchleſs glories of the fight, 
TELEMACHUS reveres her facred light, 
And animate anew, in worſhip pours 


His ſoul out as he goes, and thus adores. 


Ou daughter of that god, whoſe arm,” he cries, 
* Wiel.s the vaſt frame of ocean, earth, and ſkies, 270 
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Propitious queen attend ; and whether moſt 
* Luxa, thy name above, thou chance to boaſt, 


Or D1an here on earth, or HECATE, found 


* 


In TARTARUS to ghoſts a dreadiul ſound, 
Auſpiciouſly attend, and ſmooth my way, 
Conducting to the realms of endleſs day.” 


* 


Tuvs pray'd ULyssts' ſon; while pleas'd to hear 


Leans from her orb, the Pow'r in heaven's high ſphere ; 


For brighter ſhe beams forth, and o'er the blue 
Vait concave, though even glorious then to view, 
Pours out a larger flood of light around, 

Freſh ſilv'ring mountains, vales, and level ground. 
In glory's height enthron'd, the goddeſs ſhines, 
And the reſplendent night ſtill more refines. 


MEANWHILE, with dauntleſs heart, ULyssEs? ſon 
Still proſecutes his journey firſt begun; 
And paſling now at length the happier plain, 


Approaches the drear ſpot where horrors reign. 


The lunar beam goes out, or ſhines alone, 

That the dread ſcene more clearly may be ſhown : 
And now, the yawning cavern's mouth appears, 
Exciting in his guard ten thouſand fears, 

Earth, as they urge their progreſs, ſhakes below, 
Groans loud through all her caves the realm of woe; 
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While, as in act yet more to bar the way, 
Heaven furiouſly darts down the flaſhing ray, 
And with a voice terrifically ſtrong, 

The rattling the hoarſe thunder rolls along. 
TELEMACHUS was mov'd : he heard, he ſaw 


'The elemental ſtrife, and felt an awe. 


AJ 
0 
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While o'er him, a diſmaying tremour came: 

But in the danger, PALLAS cheer'd his frame. 

By her great power upſtay'd, and lifting high 

His hands in ſuppliant poſture to the ſky, 

* Your omens I accept, dread gods!“ he cried, 

Be of my trembling ſteps the ſtrength and guide; 

* And your great work auſpicious finiſh now, 

For to your will ſubmiſſively I bow.” 

He ended, and with thoughts reſolv'd and brave, 

Purſuing his dark path approach'd the cave. 310 


THAT inſtant ends the ſmoke it belch'd around, 

So fatal to man's reſpiration found : 

Ceaſes the poiſon'd air and ſulphurous breath, 

That would have otherwiſe inflicted death : 

TELEMACHUS alone—(for where was he, 

Who one good day in future wiſh'd to ſee, 

If not by heaven ſupported, would have dar'd 

Hell's way encounter, to diſmay him bar'd ?) 

TrLIMAchvs alone, with heaven's great aid, 

Undauntedly dares pierce the gloomy ſhade ; 320 
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And while the gates approaching, on he bends, 
Leaves in a emple his two trembling friends, 
That to the gods their offerings they may pay, 
And for his ſafe return devoutly pray. 


Now drawing from his fide the ſhining blade, 
TELEMACHUS obtains the horrid ſhade: 
Dread darkneſs wraps him round ; but ſoon a beam 
Proceeding from beneath, with ſickly gleam 
The ſable vault illumes, illumes not chears, 
Since it but glimmers to excite his fears, 330 
By ſhowing him what ſhoals of airy ghoſts 
Vault round about his path in countlefs hoſts ; 
But to diſmay his ſoul, they vault in vain; 
Frighted themſelves, recede the flitting train, 
When o'er his head he waves his flaming ſteel, 


Though the deſcending edge they could not feel. 


BuT multiplying ſcenes of woe now riſe, 
So horrible, ye gods, your nether ſkies ! 
Dread ACHERON appears, whoſe ſtagnant waves, 
Scarce flowing through the obſcure infernal caves, 
Up-bubble from beneath, or dully creep 
Propitious to the reign of death-like ſleep. 
Vaſt marſhes bound the lake; and covering o'er 
In multitudes the bank or hither ſhore, 
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Stray penſively large throngs, on earth denied 
The aſylum of a grave wherc'er they died. 
From CHARON in his bark, the rueful train 
One ſolitary boon entreat in vain, 

One ſolitary boon of waftage o'er, 

From their ſad preſent ſtate to PLuTo's ſhore; 350 
For ſternly frowns the god, and bids the throng 
Reſt patient, nor accuſe their fate of wrong ; 

Recciving in his bark, the ſhades alone | 

That (ITuacus except), had burial known: 

Leſs terrible to mu, the fro ning god, 

On his approach, imparts a favouring nod. 

Admitted from dry land, the youth embarks, 

And with a ſecict fear the Po ver remarks, 

Till the heart-w ounding ſigh and piteous ſtrain 

Proceeding from a ghoit opprels'd with pain, 360 
Who, while he ſpoke, gave way to many tear, 

Cloſe by him in the bark afla.l'd his car. 


* WuarT art thou,” to the ſhadowy form, begun 
With ſympathizing ſtrain ULvsses* ſon. 
* This agony why caus'd? and what thy ſtate 
* Ere brought to this laſt lot ordain'd by fate? — 
Thus ITyuacus; and thus the ghoſt replied. 


Once BapyLox | ſway'd with regal pride; 


* 'Throu gl 
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Through the whole realm illuſtrious was my fame, 
And NABOPHARZAN my thrice dreaded name. 
By victories oft won my power encreas'd ; 


I conquer'd and ſubdu'd the ſpacious EAs ; 


While with thoſe honours heaven ſhould claim alone, 


My ſubjects made their boun lefs ſervice known; 
And in a golden dome my itatue ſtood, 

Where frankincenſe, ſweet gums, and every wood 
From ETaioeia's climes inceſſant brought, 

Fill'd with their precious ſcents the ſpacious vault. 
Thus flatter'd as I was, alas, what ſchemes 

Of pleaſure yet to come, like golden dreams, 
Indulg'd not my fond foul, while round me flow'd 
A crowd that to my ſmiles their welfare ow'd, 
All torturing ductile art ten thouſand ways | 

To pleaſe me by new modes, and win my praiſe. 
Vain labour! fince a wretch—for woman ne'er 
Let me call one ſo execrably fair— 

A creature, the ſole object of my heart, 

Too doatingly eſtecm'd its better part, 

For ſo much love vouchſaf'd, with deadly bane 
Curdled my wholeſome blood in every vein. 

And now is this pale ghoſt the ſole remains 

Of one ador'd ſo late on As1a's plains. 

With pomp, while my falſe conſort tore her hair, 
And witneſs'd the feign'd anguith of deſpair, 
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When yeſter-ſun was ſet, a vaſe of gold 

My ſorrowful remains was charg'd to hold; 
And every BABYLONIAN runs even now 

In ſorrow at my tomb his head to bow; 
Apparently grown tir'd of farther breath, 
Since NABOPHARZAN's eyes are clos'd in death. 
. Whercas, could but the heart be ſeen within, 
All. join to execrat.- their wretched king; 

* Not of the crow 1 rul'd exempted one, 


Such outrage have my hand and heart both done!” 


WirTn, inward pity mov'd, this anſwer made 
TELEMACHUS in turn: Aﬀited ſhade! 


CY 


But tell me, if amid this regal pride, 


Lift up ſo high, and governing ſo wide, 


You taſted that ſweet peace upon the throne 


To your moſt humble ſubjects often known ? 


That feeling of the heart, without whoſe aid 


All grandeur ſcems at beſt an empty ſhade?” 


Oh no,“ replied the king, with ſighs renew'd, 

While his heart moving ſubject he purſued, 

* So diſtant was that peace, you thus define 

As the {ole bliſs of life, from proving mine, 

That hardly—ſuch ſtrange things are monarch's courts |— 
* Know I what the expreſſion “ peace“ imports. 
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As I have heard indeed, the Good and Wiſe 
Prize it far more than all beneath the ſkies: 
But as for me, alas! in all my ſtate, 

* I taſted no ſuch blils to ſoothe my fate; 


* But drunk with men's applauſes, paſs'd away 


Thou, htleſs my life's whole courſe from day to day. 


* This happineſs was mine. Tis this, now torne 
From being as I am, my ſoul muſt mourn.” 
THE BaByLONIAN ſpoke, and ſpeaking ſhed 
Tears like 2 wretch whoſe final” hope is fle1. 
Around him, ſtood a band, his flaves on earth, 
Men, humble though their place, yet rais'd in worth 
Much higher than himſelf, and whom the knife 
Had cruelly cut off from light and life, 
His obſequies to grace, and with him go, 
Honouring his aſhes, to the realms below. 
This (lately abject but now) furious crew 
HERMEsS, with their dead Lord, delivering too, 
Had authoriz'd them all with taunting tongue 
Him to inſult, as them himfelf had done. 


No longer then they fear'd the empty Shade, 
That, while he liv'd, whole regions had obey'd. 
But keeping him faſt bound, with cruel ſtrains 


Injuriouily pronounc'd, increas'd his pains. 
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And was it not, ſay thou,” exclaim'd the firſt, 


Thou, in the deſert-haunt of tygers nurſt, 


* 


Say was it not ſome fiend from hell's dark coaſt 


Sent for their crimes to ſcourge a ſinful hoſt, 


That taught thee not as man thyſelf to deem ?— 


* 


Ah now ! ſee ended quite thy towering dream, 


And to torment thee more, this further know, 


A 


That thy late wretched ſlaves inform thee ſo ' 
Thus inſolent the next: With reaſon ſurc 
* Scarce could thy ear that title Man endure ; 


A 


For by thy power inſulted, all could ſee 


A ſavage void of mercy ſeeing thee. 


Where are thy flatterers now, the ſervile train 
That worſhipp'd thee ſet up to hear their ſtrain?'— 
Thus he, and then a third, in turn began : 


* Thy power to give is o'er, thou brute not man, 


Chang'd every thing, and in its ſtead ſee now 


Thy pride beneath even ſlaves compell'd to bow. 


Ah! plainly now thou findſt the gods move flow 
To juſtice, but at length award the blow! 


THrvus they the breaſt of ſuch a wretched king 
By urging his broad crimes, inceſſant ſting : 
He hears them, falls along, and in deſpair 


Beats on his boſom and plucks up his hair, 
| Ff 
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But ſeeing him eſſay his griefs to hide, 


Thus to the ſlaves, relentleſs CyaronN cried : 


6 


Pull pull him by the chain, that all may ſee 
What torment he endures by Jove's decree. 
That joy by none leſs guilty ſought in vain, 
Who in concealment heaven's dread arm ſuſtain, 
Muſt not aſſuage his grief; but all below 

See his ſad ſtate, that all his crimes may know. 
Convinc'd that in the end, hell's pains combine 


To vindicate at large the Powers divine. 


The Powers that, for wiſe ends, have ſeen ſo long 


This tyrant on his throne immers'd in wrong. 
Nor think, proud BABVYVLONIAN, this the whole 
Vindictively decreed to wring thy ſoul ; 

For if thou canſt, prepare, exempt from fear 
To make at Mixos' bar thy worth appear; 

Or conſcious of thy crimes, if guilty, quake, 
Sure that the judge ſtrict ſcrutiny will make.” 


WuiLE terribly the god his ſpeech addreſs'd 


Thus to the BABVLONIAN's harraſs'd breaſt, 


His ſlowly moving bark attain'd the ſhore 


Where PLuTo on his throne dread empire bore. 
Attracted by a ſight to them ſo new, 


Ran down the DEAD, TELEMAcnvus to view. 
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All eager to behold the warrior's frame, 

Thus mix'd with airy ſhades, in throngs they came, 
Yet fled away, like forms that haunt by night 
Men's ſlumbers, but deteſt the leaſt faint light ; 

As ſoon as on dry land, the youth had put 
Impatient of delay his eager foot. 


Bor checking, though not long his haſty courſe, 
Thus CHARON with ſtern look and accent hoarle : 
* Young mortal, by the gods, he ſaid, held dear, 
Thus ſuffer'd as thou art to viſit here, 


* 


Attend, and ſince thy foot may tread the way 


Conducting to our PLuTo's awful ſway, 

Go whither thou art ſummon'd by thy fate, 

And in the end, as truly good, be great. 

Yon cypreſſes that form the darkſome vault 

Near which, thoſe ſhades, thou ſeeſt, reluctant ſtalk, 
Will guide thee to the dome, where PLuTo now 
Gives audience to the ghoſts that round him bow.” 


* 


Tavs CnaRon to the GREEK, and ſhow'd the while 


Looks that though ſtern were ſoften'd with a ſmile. 
TELEMACHnvus ſtrides on; and ſees in ſhoals 

Vault round him as he walks, impaſſive ſouls, 
More numerous than the ſands that cover o'er 


Earth's unfrequented waſtes, or ſeat- beat ſhore. 
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AT length appears the dome; the valves unfold: 
Scenes fit to make the brave man's blood turn cold 
Riſe numberleſs to view: *T was then, the ſon 
Of ITuacus to tremble firſt begun. 

Then firſt inclin'd to pauſe, and felt his hair 
Shoot upwards at the ſights around him there. 

His quivering knees grew lax, his voice even fails, 
And over his whole body fear prevails 

So greatly, that drawn nigh the throne of hell, 
Scarce could his faultering tongue its meflage tell ; 
But heſitating thus: Dread Power, in me 
Great ITHacus*' unhappy ſon you ſee ; 

* Deign graciouſly to tell, if here or no, 

* Diſcharging that laſt debt we mortals owe, 

* Your ſolitary realm my father tread ??— 

Thus with a voice ſcarce audible, he ſaid : 

And trembling in ſuſpence, with downcaſt eye 
Attended the ſtern Power's ſevere reply. 


EXALTED on a throne of ebon hue, 
Sat the grim godhead, terrible to view ; 
His countenance, like hat of Thoſe long dead, 
Was with a mortal paleneſs overſpread, 


And hurt his eye appear'd to ſee, as now, 
An Undeparted ſhade before him bow ; 
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As light offends thoſe beaſts that hide by day, 
And wander all night long in queſt of prey, 
Partaking hell's command, and at his fide, 

Sat PROSERPINE, his fair though gloomy bride, 
Whoſe beauteous form alone avail'd to find 

The way to his all elſe reuſting mind: 

But ſpite of every charm the youth then ſaw, 
His foul was at the view oppreis' with awe, 
And as the throne all trembling he ſtool near, 


Nature ſtill more and more gave way to fear. 


MeaNwUITE, to aggravate the dreadful ſcene, 
And with affright imoreſs the Gaectan's mein, 
That miniſter to man of dooming fate, 
Devouring D : x cn appear'd in horrid ate. 
Arm'd with his ſeythe, before the throne he lay, 
And ſharpen'd it to cut down future prey; 
While in eternal circles round him flew, 

Of phantoms a dire ban i that hock'd the view: 
Fienps whiſpering that the gods are never juſt, 
And from fools only claim implicit truſt : 
Demoniac VENGEANCE' offspring dy'd in gore, 
And with freſh. bleeding wounds al! cover'd o'er : 


Slow heart corroding- CARES : foul HATRED too, 


Whoſe footſteps through the world mankind purſue : 
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Thin AvARICE, that o'er gold by night and day 
Cloſe brooding, her lean body waſtes away : 
With fatally arm'd hands, ſo arm'd to tar 
And harrow her own breaſt appears DESPAIR: 
The fiend that with AmB1iT1oN's fre zy burns, 
And in her rage whole provinces o'c:turis : 
TREASON, that as in ſport pours out a flood 
Wherever ſhe proceeds of purple blood ; 

But forteits her chief aim, nor bears away 

The profit the deſires from civil tray : 

Pale Exvy's goblin form, that writhes with pain, 
Diſcovering how her ſerpents hiſs in vain : 
GuiLT, digging for herſelf the dark abyſs, 
Where, without hope of heaven and future bliſs, 
To torments ſhe ſinks down, no pauſe to know 
Through a long drawn eternity of woe : 

Hoſts of fantaſtic SpRITES, that ſtalk abroad, 
Infeſting the lone haunts of ſecret FRAuD; 

And ſoul diſmaying dreams, that baniſh reſt 


When ſlumber comes to cheer the labouring breaſt : 


On all ſides, was the throne, where PLuTo bore 
Rule uncontroul'd, cloſe girt by theſe, and more, 
And uttering thus a voice, on ev'ry fide 


Through the vaſt dome reſounding, he replied ; 
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Vous mortal thus by fate's ſuperior will, 
Fate, whoſe beheſts all nature muſt fulfil, 
* Urg'd forward to diſturb with living tread, 
* Thoſe ſhades where only flit the ſolemn dead, $99 
Expect not we ſhould ſay, if dooming fate 
Have in our region fix'd ULxssEs' fate. 
* That thou haſt leave obtain'd to roam and find 
* If haply he and life are now disjoin'd, 
* Sufhcient be it deem'd; and ſince on earth, 
* Thy fire from royal loins deriv'd his birth, 
* 'Thou haſt but to go over cither plain, 
Where the Bad groan, and Good in pleaſure reign. 
But vainly wouldſt thou reach the virtuous fe u, 
* Not viewi g firit the unnumber'd vicious crew ; 600 
* Haite therefore, and with ſpeed direct thy way, 
Careful to leave our realm ere dawn of day; 
For till the ſun's return, may thoſe thine eyes 


From every peril ſafe, explore our ſkies !' 


ULyssSEs's ſon gave ear, and when the god 
Aſſenting to his prayer beſtow'd the nod, 
Strode from the throne ; and ſuch his eager haſte 
As he advanc'd, ſcarce touch'd the trodden waſte. 


Soon TaRTARUS appears, where all around 


A ſulphurous black thick ſmoke conceal'd the ground, 610 
Whoſe 
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Whoſe breath would at a blaſt kill all our race, 
Might it but pierce where human life has place. 


Bur ITHacvs, whoſe breaſt the blue ey'd Marp 
Invigorates unſcen with holy aid, 
Now enters the dread gloom, and entering finds 
A multitude, on earth of impious minds, 
Who practis'd in all arts to come at gold, 
Had their eternal lot for p.lfer ſold. 
And m.x'd with, thou,h more agoniz'd than theſe, 
Hoſts of conſummate hy pocrites he ſees, 
Who to delude mankind, and lin f-cure, 
Virtue had us'd to veil their deeds impure. 
With ſufferings, than the reſt far mure ſevere, 
Such criminals, hell's judges torture here; 
Since, living, they debas'd heaven's firſt belt gift, 
Meant o'er mortality our ſtate to lift: 
Nor in the gloomy depth, when torn away 
After long years of ſin's triumphant ſway, 
Suffer'd They more whoſe hands, ſupreme in guilt, 
Fiend-like, the blood beſtowing theirs have ſpilt ; 
Nor yet that perjur'd wretch, that faithleſs wife, 
Who treach'rouſly has ſpoil'd her lord of life. 
Nor yet ſtill more, that rebel who for gold 
Law has derided, and his country ſold. 
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Nor diſtant far from thence, where roam'd a train 
Enduring though acute, not equal pain, 
Loud groanings the ſhock'd GRECIAx 's ear diſmay'd, 
From other men ſent up to pierce the ſhade; 


From flatterers, that all ſenſe of ſhame broke through, 


Vice while they cover'd and adorn'd it too ; 
From tongues to falſehood prone, or hearts malign 
Imputing to baſe views the beſt deſign; 


And from ungrateful men, whoſe ſouls no claim 
Of benefits beſtow'd could wake to ſhame. 


BuT louder were the cries on hell's dark plains, 
Proceeding from a crowd, as more their pains, 
Who in the comforts of their happy lot, 

The gods that had beſtow'd them, quite forgot. 


Shall then,“ thus queſtion'd Mi Nos, Jovr's own ſon, 


Great judge of every crime by mortals done, 


Shall he be ſcarce ſuppos'd of human race 


A ſavage, or if man, mankind's diſgrace, 

* Whoſe father or whoſe friend has cauſe to brand 
* 'The ingratitude he ſhows his bounteous hand, 

* And ſuch be guiltleſs thought, as never pay 

* Heaven's powers the tribute of one yrateful lay ? 
Jo them eternal gratitude is due; 


Since numberleſs their gifts; while men's are few. 
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oy 


Blind wayward thinking men! but ever here, 
Things as they are, when ſcrutiniz'd appear; 
And what in human life, the mortal mind 


Oft praiſes, may here condemnation find !” 


Now paſling the dread bar, ULyssEs* heir 


Saw a pale ghoſt for judgment ſtanding there ; 
And not content alone his doom to hear, 

Wiſh'd to be told the crime, and durſt draw near; 
When the ſad viſion thus: Of ev'ry fin, 


* 


* 


Unſpotted has my heart, while living, 67 ; 

Nor could I, when on earth, one pleaſure find, 
Save only when good deeds engroſs'd my mind. 
What then are my offences, and where ſtand 
Thoſe charging with one crime my heart or hand ?' 


AT this, the dooming god, ſevere of tone, 


Thus, the accuſers of this ſhade made known : 


Reſpecting thy own kind on earth, 'tis true, 

Thy actions have been juſt, nay moral too: 

But ſurely, at thy hand was due far more 

To the kind gods for thoſe large gifts they pour. 
What can thy boaſted deeds lay claim to here? 
Make, if thou canſt, their mighty worth appear ; 
No moral act, thy boſom bade thee do, 
Unpractis'd haſt thou left tow'rds man, tis true; 


660 
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But when in contraſt with the Immortals weigh'd, 

What are mankind, but beings they firſt made? 

« Forgetful of the gods, thou bent'ſt thy knee, 

As of thyſelf the god thou thought to be. 

* But miſerable man! now learn that They 

* Who every thing produc'd to own their ſway, 

* And daily give them praiſe, will ne'er reſign 

Their right o'er nature's works, and yield to thine. 690 
* Them long haſt thou forgot, nor with one vow 

Come forward at their ſolemn fanes to bow. 


* 'Thee therefore They forget, and doom to ſpend 


Thus lonely the long time that ne'er ſhall end.” 


As one, who when Jove's flaſh inflames the ſky, 
Sore trembles leſt his fate ſhould then be nigh, 
So likewiſe this philoſopher thus vain, 
Shrinks when he hears the judge's awtul itram. 
His puniſhment 'tis now himſelf to ſee 
Of blackeſt guilt's extent how far trom tree. 700 
And now in his chang'd breaſt, deſpair enſues, 


Where he was wont great virtues to peruſe. 


YET different from all elſe, no furies aid 
Heaven's juſtice to torment this guilty ſhade ; 
Conſcience with loudeſt ſtrain his ſin upbraids, 


And fain would he explore the gloomieſt ſhades, 


Gg2 a Impatient 
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Impatient to conceal his guilty head 


0 Not only from heaven's eye, but all the Dead. 

| Thick darkneſs he would find, but where the night, 

| Deep brooding o'er the plain ſhrouds all from ſight, 710 
i Finds an unwelcome light the ſhade illume, 

| And into day convert the dreary gloom. 

| Thus 'venging her own cauſe, where'er he goes, 

Truth's penetrating beam his covert ſhows, 

i And he exclaims: Ah me! *tis certain then 

© That never have I known or gods or men. 

* So greatly have I heard, that all, alas! 


* Done by me, with men's praiſe through life to paſs, 


— — - 
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By fatal proof convinc'd, at length I find 


If The illuſions of a vain ſelf cheated mind. 

i Now, my late boaſted wiſdom, I diſcern, 
« Was folly, that had every thing to learn : 
My virtue too was but a barren name, 
Or pride, excluding heaven's ſuperior claim. 
« Myſelf would of myſelf the idol be, 

And to that only have I bent the knee.” 


Hence ſtriding through the void with eager pace, 
TELEMACHUS at laſt attain'd the place, 
Allotted vicious kings, where loos'd from breath, 


They underwent the woes of endleſs death. 
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To aggravate their crimes, on either fide 
Theſe monſters of ſuch infamy and pride, 


Foul turies had receiv'd from heaven the charge, 


—— — 


Before them in full view diſplay'd at large 
A mirror to hold up, wherein the hue, 
The diſproportion'd form and features too 


Of every vice late cheriſh'd they might ſee, 


4 F.-Y 


And ſtartle at the things they choſe to be. 


Here faw they, what in life their love had 4; 


Of flattery, whoſe groſs breath their ſouls took in : 740 | 
Their durity of heart beheld they too, f 
That, thoughtleſs whence their right of power they drew, : 
Bow'd down beneath a galling yoke the throng, 
That for their coun'ry's weal had made them ſtrong : 


Their friendſhips to baſe men, and jealous fear 4 
Whenever a good ſubject durſt draw near: 
Their bias to each vice: their ſlothful Rate: 

Their ſcorn of every thing held truly great: 

Their wanton waſte of blood, when every day 

So many lives in fight they flung away, 750 

And for no other end except to buy 

A fame that had no charm for reaſon's eye, 

But of itſelf ſuffic'd to ſhock the mind, 

That feels for the diſtreſſes of mankind. 

This ſaw they, and themſelves too drawn at length 


Beyond art's utmoſt {kill or colour's ſtrength, 


Taught | 
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Taught thus, what monſters their repeated crimes 
Had made them, and would make to endleſs times. 
Monſters, by far more horrid than thy frame, 
CHuiMERA, whoſe wide throat emitting flame, 
BEeLLEROPHON beheld, and by thy death 

Sav'd from like doom his own half poiſon'd breath! 
Monſters, by far more horrid than the ſnake 


Cheriſh'd, LERNÆ A, in thy poiſon'd lake, 


Whoſe hundred heads erect, with each an eye 
Glar'd death on every one who ventur'd nigh, 
Till by his various labours rais'd in fame, 

To end their *witching power ALcipes came | 
Monſters, by far more horrid than even thou 
Deep barking CERBERUS, with triple brow, 

That flation'd to. defend the paſs of hell, 

And egreſs through the cavern's mouth repel, 
From three wide gaping throats ſend'ſt forth around 
Streams of infection o'er the infernal ground, 

Such as if but on earth their bane ſhould flow, 
Would in one deathful heap earth's tribes lay low, 


HERE therefore, in theſe ſhades, the wretched crew 
Pour out their groans ſtill utter'd and ſtill new. 


Doom'd in their agonies no hope to know, 


Hope, whoſe bleſt ſway ne'er cheer'd the realms of woe. 


— 
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So alter'd is their fate, that now in lieu 

Of that ſoft ſtation, which on earth they knew, 
Where thinking not alone that All were made 
To multiply thoſe ſlaves their ſceptre ſway'd, 
But holding too o'er life a power that none 
Durſt queſtion, and that therefore ſpar'd not one, 
The IM MOR TALS give them up to feel the will 
Of their late ſlaves inflicting every ill, 
Such as themſelves had ſuffer'd, and in turn 
Poſſeſſing hearts of ſteel that cannot yearn. 

To theſe in abject vaſſalage they bend, 

To theſe- muſt their great ſouls now condeſcend, 
And while they ſuffer thus beneath the arm 

Of others, whoſe ſtern boſoms nought can charm, 
They ſuffer like ſome maſs of glowing ſteel, 

By horrid CycLoes beat with all their zeal. 


Tatre ſaw he too, unnumber'd crowds appear, 
Whoſe palpitating cheeks were blanch'd with fear, 
While in the heart, deep hx'd, and gnawing there, 
Pangs not to be defin'd their vitals tear. 

They ponder their paſt guilt, and ſeek in vain, 

By non-exiſtence* means, to ceaſe from pain. 

Their nature now becomes their inward hell ; 

Which were even none without, they could not quell, 
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So cloſe to life itſelf, and fix'd within, 


Cleave the ſad conſequences of their fin ! 


Sin, that itſelf would fully ſcourge the crimes 

Committed while they breath'd earth's mortal climes, 

And which, wherever to be ſafe they run, 

Urges their ſteps, ſince thought they cannot ſhun. 810 
Urges their ſteps, like hideous forms by night, 

That at Jove's will diſpatch'd, men's ſouls affright: 

Fit puniſhers on earth of guiltieſt deeds, 

\f Such as to *venge, ſome dreadful mode man needs, 

But which, the judge, though ruling with ſtern law, 

Cannot inflict to ſtrike the world with awe. 


1 Thus ſituate, they implore ſome ſpeedy death, 

| More dreadful than what firſt ſuppreſs'd their breath; 
Or invocate hell's gulph to open wide, 
And from heaven's lord their guilty preſence hide: 
But fruitleſs is their prayer, they pray in vain; 
Heaven's lord has doom'd them to eternal pain, 
Which on their head, in ſome ſort drop by drop, 
Diſtilling from a ſource that ne'er muſt ſtop, 
With frenzy writhes their ſouls, and to and fro 
Tugs them with ſad variety of woe. 


THEIR tortures to augment, truth's gentle beam, 


Truth of whoſe ſtrain they would not hear the theme, 
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Now like a frightful ſpectre round them glares, | 
And from themſelves, themſelves with anguiſh tears. 8 30 


Deſtroying not ww17hout, it darts a flame 
Conſuming without pauſe their /7wward frame, 
Like metal in a forge that workmen heat 
Seven times ere into form the maſs is beat. 


CoNTEMPLATING all elſe that trod theſe rms, 
Theſe regions the abode of endleſs pains, 
The proſpect that prevail'd on all ſides there, 
Erected on the warrior's head his hair. 
Amongſt theſe regal ſhades, no few he ſaw 
That in old times to LyD1a's land gave law, 840 
Now ſuffering for their life's luxurious joys, 
Ingloriouſly preferr'd, like children's toys, 
While with united voice, but all in vain, 
The people that heaven will'd ſhould own their reign, 
Protection at their hands look'd up to find, 
Thinking them friends, not foes to human kind. 
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Wirn every keen reproach, in wrath expreſs'd, 
Each other theſe unhappy kings addreſs'd ; 
And thus began a ſhade, beſpeaking one 
Who while he liv'd on earth had been his ſon : $50 
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Ah me! ah wretched youth | how often, ſay, 
Did I not point you out the certain way 

Of governing with law, and bleſſing thoſe 
That by neglect myſelf had render'd foes !' 


Thus he; when to his fire, the ſon began: 


4 


- 


Blame not my conduct, miſerable man! 

For you have made me this ; *tis you have brought 
My ſpirit to this dark TARTAREAN vault. 

Your pattern was my guide; *twas you, that firſt 
Example holding out of ways accurs'd, 

Purſu'd in your own reign, inſpir'd the pride 

Of pouring out diſtreſs on all beſide, 

Untaught as you had let me live ſo long, 

With pity to behold the ſuffering throng. 

For ſeeing ſuch a crowd of flatterers wait 
Collected round your throne and palace gate, 
Their praiſe I fancied grateful in its kind, 

And beaſts in human Beings thought to find, 
That pliant to my will, ſhould leave untried, 

No art they could eſſay to feed my pride.” 


Rz:yrROACHFULLY thus they their fate deplor'd, 


And on ſuch fathers* heads their curſes pour'd ; 


Curſes, an endleſs train from boſoms ſent, 
Where that reluctant priſoner life ſeeks vent, 


870 
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While in eternal circles wheeling round, 

Like owlets, that at night with ſolemn ſound 

Fly different ways abroad, and omens bring, 

When to the ſick their whooting flight they wing — 

Cruel /uſpicions vault, ſevere alarms 

That rouze the harraſs'd ſoul to needleſs arms; 880 
Diftruſts, that in the breaſt enkindle hell, 

And lands by tyrants rul'd aveng'd too well ; 

The inſatiate t of gold, and wicked fame, 

With thoſe /oo/e wiſhes that conſume man's frame. 


Bor ſuch appear'd the will of ruling fate, 
That of theſe kings, condemn'd to woes ſo great, 
Too many, as the GRECIAN paſs'd, he ſaw 
Not puniſh'd after death for ſpurning law, 

Or urging thoſe that own'd their iron reign, 

With a tyrannic hand to death and banc, 890 
But merely for the crime of uſeleſs ſway, 

Year after year inertly paſs'd away ; 

For Jjor IT ER, to theſe imputes each crime 

Committed by mankind in every clime, 

Where ſtatutes fram'd to check corruption's courſe, 

Were either not promulg'd, or loſt their force. 

But horrid more than all, heir lot was found, 


Who on their thrones, heaven's high vicegerents crown'd 
I h 2 io 
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To reign with love and mercy, had in lieu 

Of guarding, as their folds good ſhepherds do, 900 
Made inroad on the flock, and borne away 

Regardleſs of all law, the helpleſs prey. 


) Tavs ITnacvs advanc'd, and now drawn near 
il Hell's confines, the laſt bound of horrors drear, 
i | 
[ While with diſmay he ſaw ſo great a throng 


[ Doom'd to eternal pain for acts of wrong, 
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I} Thoſe woes-the-Damn'd endure beyond relief, 
il! From his commiſeration challeng'd grief : 


But while their lot he mourn'd, convinc'd that ne'er 
They could indulge one hope in ſpite of prayer 
The dreary gloom to quit, the nether hell, 

Where vers'd in every woe their ſpirits dwell ; 

Fear agoniz'd his heart, that ſhook to find 

How far beyond all elſe of human kind 

Bad kings were doom'd to groan ; and thus he cries— 
* Great gods! do I then dream? or ſee my eyes 
Kings truly as they are? On crowns, do thoſe 
All ruling fuch a piteous fate impoſe ? 

Such duties ww// their lot, while drawing breath? 
And in hell's gloom, ſuch horrors after death? 
Oh fool then, yea thrice too] and madman he, 


That treading lite's low vale from ſorrow free, 
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Where every thing is peace, and nought allays 


The juſt man's humble hope in virtue's ways, 


Would, at the riſque of endleſs pains below, 
Quit the calm path of life that ſubjects know, 
And ſuffer the ſore weight of kingly woe I” 


— 


* 


END OF BOOK XVIII. 
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ADVENTURES 
TELEMACHUS. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


BOOK XIX. 


"2 


ARGUMENT. 


The Reception of TELEMACHUs in ELYSIUM by ARCESIUS, 577 
great. grand Father, and by whom he 1s ſhown the Shades of 


THEesEUus, ACHILLEs, AJax TELAMONIUs, HECTOR, 


AGAMMEMNON, CEcRoes, ERICHTHON, SESOSTRIs, and 
others, being afterwards diſmiſſed with Aſſurances that his Father 
is till living. é 


Now quitting the ſad plain, ULyssts? ſon : 
Felt the new joy that in his boſom ſprung, 


As if beneath a mountain's weight oppreſs'd, _ 
It had at once been puſh'd quite off his breaſt, 


When 
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When onward as he trod, he ſaw from far, 
Bright'ning, as he advanc'd, his guiding ſtar, 
The ſacred light ſpring up, where heroes hold 
Their manſions, and enjoy bright days of gold. 


"Twas here, in ſuch bleſt ſcenes, where tranſports flow'd, 
That of earth's monarchs, thoſe had their abode, 10 
Who, after life, were crown'd for laws, till then 
Fram'd by their care to bleſs the ſons of men. 

Far diſtant from all elſe, whoſe ſouls excell'd 

In rectitude and worth, their feats they held: 
Though, to theſe laſt, all-bounteous Jove decreed 
Whatever they could atk ſupport or need : 

But ſince to greater pain, were doom'd thoſe things 
Whole actions had diſgrac'd the name of kings, 
So likewiſe to the Good, heaven's will aſſign'd 


More joys than to the reſt of human kind. 20 


TELEMACHUS purſued, with lightſome tread, 
The way that to theſe kings* bright manſions led, 
In odour-bearing groves, with garlands crown'd, 
Sweetly converſing were they gather'd round. 
Beneath their tread ſprung flowers; yea, flowers that knew 
In ſubſtance no decay, or change of hue: 
Perennial the whole ſcene; a thouſand ſtreams 
Reflecting the bright ſun's unclouded beams, 
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Their waters rolPd along, and fill'd the air 
With freſhneſs that alone ſubſiſted there. 30 
A multitude of birds, that tuneful throng'd 

The umbrage of theſe groves, their notes prolong'd ; 
And ripen'd fruits were always ſeen among 

The foliage of each tree in cluſters hung. 

There, never from above, with hideous glare 

Fierce SyRIuUs fir'd at noon the ſultry air; 

There, never the rude north's tempeſtuous breath 
Brought winter, or the ſap congeal'd with death; 
There, never her dread locks BELLONA ſhook 

With blood diſtilling robes or pallid look ; 40 
Or envy's tooth canine, whoſe breaſt laid bare 
Is prey'd on by the ſnakes engender'd there, 
Or jealouſy's green eye, or fear's pale train 
Intruded to produce one moment's pain. 


Eternal ſhone the day, that rul'd alone ; 


And night was to ſo bleſs'd a place unknown; 
While a pure beam prevail'd, that round and round, 
Their bodies, like a robe's large veſture bound; 
Unſimilar that beam, which human kind, 

From the ſun's greateſt height, are wont to find. 50 


= —— — 


The brightneſs of its blaze, ULyssEs? ſon 
Scarce could endure, ſo brilliantly it ſhone, 
And with reſiſtleſs force and ſubtle ray 


At once through his groſs body made its way 


Proceeding 
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Proceeding with more eaſe than day light here 
Darting through chryſtal pure refin'd and clear ; 
Yet hurt it not the eye by them ſurvey'd, 


More than on earth, can ours, night's grateful ſhade. 


THEN likewiſe does this light, this ſacred flame, 
With aliment divine ſupply each frame: 
Receiving it as ſuch) they alk no more; 
For fully are with them earth's wiſhes o'er ; 
While fed on ſuch pure food, though light the meal. 
The plenitude ſerene, the joy they feel 
Exceeds the joy of thoſe whoſe famiſh'd ſouls 
Whenever hunger's tooth their ſenſe controuls, 
At banquets, moſt delightfully are fed, 
Since with each luxury their boards are ſpread. 
Such are they at their feaſts, as heaven's high Powers, 
Who banquetting above in roſeate bowers, 
The ambroſia while they ſhare, or nectar'd ſtream, 
Delicious far beyond what ſenſe can deem, 
Diſguſted from the food, by man forlorn 
At proudeſts feaſt partook, would turn with ſcorn : 
Eternally they live, and far away 
Polluting not the realm of endleſs day, 


Each ſorrow known on earth for ever flies, 


Each ſorrow drawing tears from human eyes. 
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Pale death is there unknown; unknown diſeaſe 
That gaſps in vain for life in vain for eaſe; _ 
Unknown too pining grief, whole ſick'ning eyes 
Pore ſullenly on earth, and loathe the ſkies ; 
With poverty, that ſlowly wears away 

The already too too flow deſcending day ; 
Anxiety's wan look ; and fruitleſs cares ; 
Remorſe, that for paſt crimes the boſom tears; 
Fear, undermining life, and hope, oft found 


As fatal to man's peacc as fears that wound. 


For ſooner the tall hills, a lengthen'd chain 

Of rocks ſupporting rocks on TuRacia's plain, 
Lifting their craggy heads, and from below 

Scen cloath'd with thick ribb'd ice and capp'd with ſnow, 
Uprooted from their ſeats, on earth would lie, 5 
Nor with pale radiance longer glare on high 

Than the glad boſoms of theſe virtuous men 

Be ſentenc'd to endure life's pains agen; 

Sav'd as they are from that frail ſtate they knew, 
When living on the earth ſad breath they drew ; 
One ſingle care exempt ; for pity ing till 

Of their ſurviving brethren every ill, 

That the tir'd frame bends down or pains the mind ; 
Thoſe they compaſſionate they left behind : 
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But pity feel alone, nor ſuffer aught 

That can diſturb their calm their peaceful thought. 
An ever ſpringing youth, and happy ſtate, 

Such as no time can change, no chance abate, 

Is painted on each face, yet nought they ſhare 
Unmanly or unfit for boſoms there : 

A joy it is ſublime, ſoft, great, and ſweet, 

Such as for heavenly faculties ſeems mect ; 110 
A taſte it is refin'd, a noble ſenſe 

Of virtue, and though pure, yet moſt intenſe. 

The raviſhment they feel, 'the holy flame, 

If raviſhment divine that needs a name, 

Can with the greateſt extaſies be weigh'd, 

Such as the happieſt human breaſts pervade, 

Seems like that mother's tranſports, who late drown'd 
In ſorrow, her loſt child again has found. 


In happy union All for ever Join'd, 
They offer to the gods, with pious mind, =: 0 
Their homage, or in concert praiſes ſing, | 
Borne. up on gratitude's aſcending wing. 
They trample under foot the world's falſe joys, 
And. grandeurs of mankind account vain toys ; 
Griev'd though to think, if grief can move their mind, 
That they have left but one in life behind, 


112 Whom 
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Whom the world's trifles gain'd by wreck of eaſe, 

And frequently life too, have power to pleaſe. 

Diverted from theſe thoughts, a look they caſt 

Back on the earth, whoſe woes to them are paſt ; 130 


And with unfeigned thanks, the IMmorTALS praiſe, 

Who bounteouſly on earth abridg'd their days, 

And through each peril led them by the hand, 

Safe o'er life's troubled ocean to it's ſtrand. 

More rapidly with them, from year to year, 

Time urges its quick pac'd, unchang'd career, 

Through age ſucceeding age, than mortals find 

Their preſent moments chas'd by thoſe behind : 

Met, though already much has been enjoy'd, 

Wing'd like Jove's eagle flying through the Void, 140 
Still an infinitude behind it reſts, | 

Compleatly to fulfil Jove's high beheſts, 

And in ELys1Um's region, crown their worth 

With Being not like that they knew on earth. 

Together they bear rule; and empire hold, 

Not on earth's thrones made up of droſſy gold, . 
Such as mankind can raiſe or overturn ; 

Such weak dependant rule their ſpirits ſpurn. 

They rule within themſelves with regal ſway, 

Which when whole centuries have roll'd away, 150 
From accident is free, unchang'd by time, 

All folid, all entire, and all ſublime. 
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No longer earth's vain diadems they wear; 
Pledges in every land of certain care : 

Their brows, as after death is virtue crown'd, 
Have the juſt gods themſelves with laurels bound, 
Such, as not hell's joint rage away ſhall tear, 

Or with malignant influence wither there. 


TELEMACHUS, whoſe eye on all ſides round 
Where he beheld ſuch rapturous joys abound, _ 
Alternately was glanc'd, to find if there 
Reſided his great fire diſmiſs'd from care, 
Affected with ſuch pleaſure, view'd the place, 
That, while he ſought out a dear father's face, 
He wiſh'd he might ſucceed, and inly griev'd 
That, not of life as yet by heaven bereav'd, 
And having it in charge from D1s beſide, 
No longer than the morning there to *bide, 
Himſelf muſt quit ſo ſoon the happy plain, 
And mingle with a world of care and pain, 170 
* Tis ſurely here alone,* began the youth, — 
Thus talking to himſelf, —* tis here, with truth, 
* That Being can be found, and ours, is death, 
* While trouble we draw in at every breath! 


* But gods! why is it thus? and why, hell's ſhade 


* Have you the dungeons of fo many made, 


But 


© 6 one. 
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* But to ſo few, alas! the hoons refin'd 


Of monarchs for wiſe rule, in heaven aſſign'd? 


Oh miſerable lot! oh painful ſtate! 

By the deluded world accounted great 

Few ſovereigns can be found that inly ſtrong, 
And ſtedfaſt of reſolve can combat long, 

* And conquer their own paſſions, if even bold 
* Such conqueſt to attempt, the fight they hold. 
Thus in this iron age muſt virtuous kings, 

© Be wonders, and not merely rareſt things : 

* Not ſuch, alas! the reſt; ſo numerous they 


* Doom'd to eternal pain for wicked {way !' 


Tavs to himſelf, and with a penſive breaſt, 
Spoke ITHacus, encircled by the bleſs'd ; 
And to find out his father, round the plain 
Sent forth his ſight, but ſent it forth in vain. 


Thus foil'd in what he hop'd to meet with there, 


His fire, ſet free from pain and vital air, 
LAERTES the divine, at leaſt he ſought, 
With years when he left ITHACA ſo fraught, 
Aſſur'd of his deceaſe; but ſcarce began 
The unprofitable ſearch, when lo a-man 

Of venerable look and hoary frame, 


Forth iſſuing from a grove, to meet him came. 
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Fax different though appear'd the reverend Sage, 
Weigh'd with mankind, when ſunk in hoary age : 
Surveying his fix'd port and ſtedfaſt mien, 

That aged he had been 'twas only ſeen, 

Ere for this bliſsful land, of life bereft, 

The world with its falſe pleaſures he had left. 
With all that age can boaſt ſedate and grave, 

And all the blooming grace that youth ere gave, 
His preſence was ſet off; for blooming grace 

In Beings moſt advanc'd again finds place, 210 
When of both worlds at once the ſoul in view, 
Throws off its flethly load and ſeeks the new; 
Leaves the encumbering tenement of clay, 

To flouriſh in the realm of endleſs day. 

With eagerneſs of ſtep, but grandeur too, 

Came the great ſhade before him full in view ; 
On whom, as he advanc'd, a look he fix'd, 
Where pleaſure and affection both ſeem'd mix'd : 
A look, even whiſpering in the young man's ear, 
That to the Viſion he was known and dear. 220 
Aw'd he ſtopt ſhort; but yet from terror free, 
Much wonder'd who the gracious Shade might be: 
When, to his awe ſtill adding, thus began 

With eloquence divine the godlike man : 


of * I pardon 
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I pardon thee, dear ſon, yes ſon; for know 
Such art thou, and by nature likewiſe ſo, 

Yes, I forgive thee ſon, that here thine eye 
Thus granted to pervade our nether ſky, 

Darts not a brighter flame, rejoic'd to ſee 

A parent that ſo well remembers thee. 
ARCEsS1us was I call'd, good youth, on earth, 
And ta the old LAERTESs there gave birth: 
LAERTES, that ſo oft thyſelf haſt ſeen, 

And whom too I reſemble ſtill in mein. 


+ I finiſh'd my life's progreſs near the time, 


When ITHacus ſet fail for PuxyG1A's clime : 
His righteous cauſe I bleſs'd, and bade him go 
Troy to ſubdue and Axcos' foes lay low: 
Thyſelf waſt then a child, and well even ſtill 
For could ſuch proſpect fail my ſoul to fill? 

I recolle& at large thy father's look, 

When in his arms thy infant frame he took, 
And kiſs'd thee o'er and o'er, then back again 
Return'd thee to thy nurſe and ſought the main. 


Affected in like fort, my ſoul even then 


Expanded with large hopes that future men 

Might, while they gaz'd, with admiration fee 
The valiant the good chief thine forth in thee. 
Such living was my wiſh; and now at length, 


I ſee thee, urg'd by love and fill'd with ſtrength, 
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In queſt of thy great father's ſhadow, tread 


Stern PLuToO's nether realm, and join the Dea d. 
While for thy filial. love, the gods impart 
Their ſuccour, and confirm thy manly heart. 


Oh truly happy youth, who from above 


Art deign'd ſo great a portion of heaven's love, 
Thus ſtudying to exalt thy matchleſs name 
Higher than envy's rage to godlike fame 

And happy too myſelf, ordain'd to ſee 

A grandſon, from all guilt's infection free, 260 
The dreary realm pervade, thus void of fear, 
To find at every riſk a father here. 

But urge not the vain taſk; he lives, my ſon, 
Nor of his life is yet the race half run; 

And hitherto though far heaven makes him roam, 
Endeavouring to regain his native home ; 

Yet finding it at length, his hand ſhall raiſe 

The glory of our houſe in future days. 

Nor of that houſe, dear ſon, lives only he ; 

But he too, that thoſe eyes as well ſhall ſee, 
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LAER TES likewiſe lives, however great 
Is of his honour'd years the growing weight; 
Yet {till the old man lives, and lives, dear ſon, 
Like him who of carth's bleſſings waits for one 
Greater than all the reſt to glad his mien, 
And dignify life's final ſolemn ſcene; 
K k Ever. 
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Even ITHacvs come home, whoſe hand may cloſe 
His worthy father's eye in death's repoſe. 

Thus ever like a flood, whoſe rapid way 

No ſublunary ſtrength or art can ſtay, 

Muſt human generations paſs along, 

And unrelenting death mow down the throng. 
Like faireſt bloſſoms thus, that dipp'd in gold, 
Their beauties to the ſun at morn unfold, 

And die away at eve, predeſtin'd then 

The cruſhing tread to feel of mortal men— 
Thoſe mortal men too drop, nor leave behind 
One ſign that they have mix'd among mankind. 
Time's certain, and as ſome may think, ſlow courſe 
Is not to be kept back by prayer or force: 

Nor only glides itſclf thus ſwift along, 

But with it hurries all moſt ſwift and ſtrong. 
Even thou thyſelf, even thou, beloved ſon, 
Whoſe footſteps in life's flowery path now run, 
Remember that the time ſo grateful thought, 

Will ſoon be chang'd to one with trouble fraught. 
Inſenſibly thine eyes ſhall ſee that frame 

Preſs'd with diſeaſes and no more the ſame. 
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Health, pleaſure, ſtrength, and grace, all, all like friends 


Falſe to their charge, or dreams that morning ends, 
Shall quit thee, and the memory leave alone 
That in thy youth ſuch things were not unknown |! 
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For languiſhing old age, ſo hoſtile found 


To foreheads, that rejoice with pleaſure crown'd. 
Thine ſurely ſhall plow up with wrinkles deep, 
And make thee life's frail tenure ſorely weep : 


Thy now firm joints relax, the ſources dry 
Of tranſport that at preſent fills thine eye, 
Make thy ſick ſpirit preſent bleſſings loathe, 
Each incident to come with terror cloathe ; 
And mortify thy ſenſe, familiar grown 

To bodily diſtreſs and grief alone. 

Seems diſtant this ſad hour? alas! my ſon ! 
So quickly do thy years ſhort moments run, 
And therewithal ſo ſoon ſhall life be o'er, 
That 'tis already come and ſtorms thy door; 
For never count far off, what, drawing nigh, 


If we would mark its progreſs, tires the eye. 


If thus it be with life, rely not then, 
Like others, in the rank of - mortal men, 
Too fondly on thy youth and preſent age, 
But imitate the few found truly ſage, 
And anchor on a rock, or keep in fight 
Futurity's bright ſtar, that ſacred light, 


To guide thee through the world's all ſtormy tea, 


And ſhelter in ſome port from tempeſt free. 


Thy fire, in his great toil ſo brave and bold, 


Not many moons to come, ſhalt thou behold ; 
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His throne too ſhall he mount, and thou ſucceed, 
When he reſigns the world, from being freed, 
Leaving his ſeat, with power and glory crown'd, 
And, in thy turn, thou rule the region round: 
But ſpecious the whole view, as thou ſhalt, find, 
Convinc'd that power and glory guile mankind. 
No ſhame it brings to him, by heaven decreed 


In privacy and peace his life to lead, 


That for himſelf he lives; but kings muſt blot 
Eternally their ſtatc's exalted lot, 

Who indolent would paſs life's courſe away, 
Luxuriouſly diſpoſed from day to day. 

Their liberty, eaſe, life, their all below, 

Kings, to their ſubjects plac'd beneath them owe; 
And if with righteous rule they fill their throne, 
Have nothing of life's goods to call their own, 
While the leaſt errors of their heart and hand 
Brings on unnumber'd ills to ſcourge the land. 
And feeble the vain praiſe their actions draw 
From virtue in themſelves, and love of law, 

If other men in lieu they leave at large, 
Unpuniſh'd to inſult their ſacred charge. 

Fear, therefore, my lov'd fon, yes, fear to fill, 
An office of ſuch truſt by acting ill; 

And arm thee with whate'er the ſoul of man 


Can ſummon to it's aid on virtue's plan, 
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* To regulate through life thy righteous reign ;— 
Doubt thy own heart, in fine, and flattery's ſtrain.” 


Wu the great ſage thus ITnacus addreſs'd, 
An animating flame enlarg'd his breaſt, 
And full before the youth, he plac'd in view 
A countenance of love and pity too, 
Caus'd by thoſe troubles, that ULysses' ſon 
Would ſuffer when his reign was once begun. 
When, ſaid the ſage, to pleaſe themſelves alone, 
And from ambition, men affect a throne, 
A tyranny it is; but when aſſum'd 
* By virtue loving kings, to cares foredoom'd; 
* To never ending cares; and therefore here 


* Thoſe who, on earth inſpired with holy fear 


And reverence for the gods, have rul'd the throng, 
* As a good fire who ſhields his houſe from wrong, 


Are in reward of virtue, ſure to find 


All by the gods beftow'd on human kind.“ 


Taz glorious ſpirit thus; while every word 
The greatly raviſh'd youth with tranſport heard ; 
With tranſport, that deep felt within his breaſt, 
Show'd the ſublime conceptions there expreſs'd. 
So, to compare the praiſe our race can reach 


With the great Spirit's energy of ſpeech, 
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Some maſter in his art, of talents rare, 

Urges his taſk with happy {kill and care, 
On marble or on braſs employ'd to trace, 

In ſculpture that time's courſe ſhall ne'er efface 
The figure his bold mind has fully plann'd, 
Born of his thought, and iſſuing from his hand. 
So powerful were his words, that like ſwift flame, 
Tranſpiercing through and through the young man's frame, 
They lighted up his breaſt, and ſeem'd to dart 
An influence that affail'd each vital part. 
He neither could contain its force, nor bear 
The impreſſion it infix'd ſo deeply there, 
So wrought it in his heart with ſtrong controul, 
Suſficient from his life's ſeat to rend his ſoul | 


Bur by MixEervaA's facred aid ſuſtain'd, 
Soon the lov'd youth his better ſenſe regain'd ; 
And now, when nearer drawn, the ſage he ſaw, 
And on his features gaz'd, yet ſtill with awe, 
He thought he mark'd the lines, ſo often ſeen 
When he contemplated LAERTES' mein, 

That to his ſire's, as from report he knew, 
Bore no leſs likeneſs than a ſon's could do. 


THexN copiouſly he wept ; while joy and grief 
Both equally aſſail'd the youthful chief: 
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And by affection prompted, he eſſay'd 

Thrice in his arms to claſp the regal ſhade: 

Thrie regal ſhade evaded his eſſay 

As often, and in air thrice fled away. 

Thus viſionary forms the ſenſe delude, 

When in ſoft ſleep mankind the world exclude, 

And fancy they behold reſpiring air 

Before them the full form, but nought find there. 410 


Tranſported they ſurvey the ideal pool, 

Impatient their parch'd throats with drink to cool : 
But, as they urge, recedes the unfaithful ſtream, 
Thin ſubſtance of their vain fantaſtic dream. 

At this, they ſtrive to ſpeak, but ſtrive in vain, 
Long labouring to throw out the intended ſtrain ; 
And often too their hands with ardour ſpread 


The phantom to embrace beſide their bed. 

Thus did the duteous youth, that he might claſp, 

And to his heart the flitting Viſion graſp : 420 
When, his fond expectation forc'd to quell, 

Reluctant, he forbears the eſſay as well; 

Enquiring who were thoſe of godlike mien, 

In the bleſt regions round about him ſeen ? 


WHEN thus replied the ſage: * The men, my ſon, 
Seen gound thee, and whoſe worth theſe ſeats has won, 
Were 
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Lo 


Were potentates on earth, and ſwaying there, 
As by the gods ſet up, to guard their care, 
They labour'd to promote, with ardent mind, 
1} * The glory, peace, and welfare of their kind. 4.30 
| This ſeeing, thou mayſt judge how few are they 
That like good kings have exerciſed their ſway. 

| * Thoſe others, further ſeen, a larger crowd, 

| But parted from the reſt by yon' bright cloud. 

* Leſs eminent in bliſs and grandeur riſe, 

Though with the reſt they breathe theſe nether ſkies. 
But hero's were they all, and nobly brave 

Thoſe vicious paſſions ſcorn'd that men enflave. 

Yet are the joys remunerating here 

Their military acts, that knew no fear, 

Poor, when compared with thoſe by monarchs known, 
Who for their people's weal have wreck'd their own; 
* By monarchs, that in life leſs brave than juſt, 

Have guarded, not laid waſte their ſacred truſt. 


440 


* ILLusTRIOVUsS of theſe laſt, in yon' cloſe glade, 
Great THEsEvUS may'ſt thou view, the ArHENIAN ſhade, 
In ſome ſort is he penſive; for, dear ſon, 

Much torrow, while on earth, his boſom wrung, 
Since to a woman that diſgrac'd her kind, 


Victim of love, he yielded up his mind; 459 
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And heavy on his ſoul, ſtill fits the part | 
He acted, during life, with ruthleſs heart, 
« Demanding a ſon's death at NeeTuNe's hand, 
Who with his blood, ſoon after, ſmear'd the ſtrand ; 
More happy, had not ſuch fierce paſſions ſway'd, 
With unreſiſted courſe, the mighty Shade. | 


— 


. SUPPORTED on his lance, behold where ſtands 


« EAciDEs, well known in numerous lands. 

* Yes, on his lance, ſince ſomewhat feeling ſtil! 

What PARIS, the looſe cauſe of ſo much ill, 460 
* Fix'd deeply in his heel, the wound I mean 

* Occaſion'd by his ſhaft ſent forth unſeen. 


* If temperate, and as much to peace inclin'd, 


As valiant he had been among mankind, 

His life would have been ſpar'd : but pitying moſt 

The MyYRMIDONIAN throng and PHTHIAN hoſt, 

6 His deſtiny heaven wrought, averſe, my ſon, 

So many to ſubject the prey of one, 

No leſs expos'd to wrath, than ſeas to ſtorm 

* Work'd upward by the gods that all perform. 470 
Fate, therefore, cut him off; and early lain, 

* Ere ruin could o'erwhelm the PHRYGIAN plain, 

The tender flower he ſecm'd, that early ſtrown, 


« Yields to the ploughſhare's point when hardly blown. 
L1 Thus“ 
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Thus in duration ſhort, though great in fame, 

Heaven's ſpirit cheer'd awhile this hero's frame ; 

Whom like a hurricane, its wrath deſign'd 

To puniſh the broad crimes of human kind. 

So TryET1s' godlike ſon, with all its power 

Heaven ſtrengthen'd for proud ILIOxNx's adverſe hour, 480 
And pitying then mankind, the javelin ſped 

From coward PARIs' arm with which he bled. 


Bor ſee'ſt thou not, my ſon, yon ſullen form, 
Whoſe face proclaims his boſom, full of ſtorm? 
From TELAMoN, that mighty chieftain came, 

And A] Ax was his once much dreaded name. 

When PrIEus' ſon was ſlain, thoſe arms he claim'd 
In ETxa for the chief, by VuLcan fram'd : 

But thy great fire, his title urg'd as well, 

And inſtantly thence ſprung their mighty quell ; 490 
For ArxGos? chiefs were mov'd to interfere, 

And the great diſputants, while pleading, hear ; 
When in his tow'ring wiſhes, Ajax fail'd, 

And his own life deſpitefully aſſail'd. 

Still ugly on his brow fits grief and rage, 

Such as no time's long progreſs ſhall aſſuage. 

Then venture not the indignant ſpectre near, 

Nor yet offend his fight, nor hurt his ear: 


Through 
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Through inſult he would think tlie action done, 
Meet is it therefore that ſuch ſtep we ſhun. 500 


* 


GREAT HEC TOR too behold, whoſe dreadful ſword 


Had not Eacipes his battle gor'd, 


TRoy would have ſav'd, to boaſt in future times 
* LAOMEDON's void oaths, and Paris? crimes. 


* BuT ſee, where Ad AMEMNON ſtrides along, 
Great chief at Troy of ArcGos' numerous throng : - 
* And in his manly breaſt, ſtill recent found, 

* Proof of a faithleſs wife, the fatal wound. 

* Such, woman was thy native bent to ill! 
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Such, CLYTEMNESTRA prov'd thy wiſh to kill | 510 
Believe me, my lov'd ſon, though grief and fear 

Riſe not in our full cup of bleſſings here, 

* Yet never can my mind the horror trace | 

By TanTuLvus endur'd, and all his race, 

But ſtartled at the view, my alter'd blood 

Half ſtagnates, and ſcarce rolls the purple flood. 

* From ArRRHUS and TüyYESTES' broils, what woes 

* Though brothers they were both, ſucceſſive roſe, 

With daily ſcenes of blood their houſe to fill, 

And for two princes* feuds, ſo many kill! 820 
For, o'er the deep return'd from PuRVYOGIA's plain, 

* MycExNE to reſpire in peace again; 
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Great AGAMEMNON felt EGV s TrTus' knife, 
And, by a woman's plot, was torn from life: 
As AGAMEMNoON's was, ſo too is found 

The fate of every One in arms renown'd. 

* Thoſe, yonder thou beholdſt, were all of might 
© Held dreadful in the ranks of foremoſt fight; 
But virtue valued leſs, and therefore here 


* The diadems they wear leſs bright appear. 530 


it * THoSE neareſt us not ſo; for they bore rule, 
* Taught as they were in virtue's patriot ſchool. 
1 And ſtanding forth firm friends to human kind, 


Firm friends to them, not leſs the gods now find. 


* With pity they behold the cares, the pain, 


* The inquietude and fear, that men ſuſtain; 
While every thing on earth, yea, all that ſhines, 
Great, elevate, and fair in human minds, 

« Weigh'd with impartial balance, muſt appear, 

* Toys only and beneath attention here. | 540 


* SEE ITHACUs, where moves yon ancient king, 
That ArGos' realm firſt rear'd with guardian wing. 
* By virtue he acquir'd immortal fame, 

And Inacuvs was formerly his name. 


* Majeſtic like a god, thou ſeeſt the Sage, 


And crown'd with reverend though not failing age. 


« Far 
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Far different from what men of mortal breath 
Exhibit, when drawn near the doors of death; 
Wherever he proceeds, freſh flow'rets riſe, 1! 
With every tin& ſuffus'd of morning ſkies ; 550 9 
« He walks not, but the bird, reſembles moſt 
(Such of old age is here the ſtrength and boaſt), 
That through the air, with pinion bold and ſtrong, 
* Urges his ſmooth unfluttering courſe along. 


Then too, a lyre he holds, whoſe golden ſtrings 

Soft touching, his tranſported theme he ings, 

* In homage to that god who rules on high 

* Ofer EREBus, and earth; o'er fea, and ſky: 

* While from his lips, a perfume, rich and rare, 

Flows with his ſong, impregnating the air. 560 
* Thus, on his head, the god for ever pours 


* Bleſſings from heaven's full urn in copious ſtores, 
For amity vouchſaf'd his ARG IVE land, 
And ſtatutes that firſt taught the ſavage band. 


* SEE where ſo high in air yon myrtles tower, 
And not far diſtant from the ArGive's bower: 
For there EcyPTIAN CECRO Ss, who firſt ſway'd. 
* The ſpacious region nam'd from war's fair Maio, 


* Pours out in hymns of praiſe his grateful ſoul, 


* While o'er his head eternal ages roll. 570 


From 
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From Evy r's diſtant plain, great CEcrores brought 
Wiſe ordinances plann'd with godlike thought, 

That, *ſtabliſh'd by his hand, avail'd to bind 

In fellowſhip's ſweet bonds the ruſtic kind, 

But moſt of all enjoin'd them, to unite 

Hearts, for each other made, in wedlock's rite. 
With juſtice he bore rule, yet mercy too; 

Nor love for his own ſubjects barely knew; 

But to mankind at large a common friend 

Made bleſſings upon all alike deſcend, 589 
Relieving the diſtreſs'd, that ne'er in vain 

Look'd up, and his compaſſion pray'd to gain. 

Rich with the fruit of every wholeſome law, 

Her virtuous king's deceaſe, Ar hEN&Æ ſaw, 

While his Affin'd were glad in eaſe to live, 

Bleſt with that competence their fire might give; 
Nor as allied by blood to him laſt crown'd, 

Durſt urge their claim to rule the region round. 

So pious CECRO s will'd, who left his throne 

To gift the worthieſt man in ArHENS known, 590 
As judging, the whole land might well afford 

One abler both in war to wield the ſword, 

And miniſter in peace, than he whoſe claim 


Was but an equal birth, and common name. 


« MEET 
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« MEET it is too, I ſhew,* went on the Shade, 


And ſpeaking, pointed out a lucid glade, 
Arch'd- o'er with gold and azure in a ſky, 
Whoſe fulgence, while it raviſh'd, cheer'd the eye, 


Where happy in his lot, and greatly bleſs'd 

In theſe bright realms of glory, peace, and reſt, 
That king, in ATHENs too the theme of praiſe, 
ER1cHTHON triumphs now in halcyon days, 

By him invented, money's uſe firſt came, 

A uſe, though now corrupt, once free from blame, 
His view was not to ſoothe rapacious guile, 

But by ſuch money's uſe *tween iſle and iſle 
ARGOLI1C, benefit that trade he found 

Then like a ſun with new born glory crown'd, 
Rearing its grateful head thoſe iſles-within, 

And in long train prepar'd large wealth to bring : 
His only view was this; yet much he fear'd 
Thoſe evils, which indeed full ſoon appear'd, 
And often to his hoſt, thus ſpoke the ſage :'— 


My preſent freely take, yet ſtill engage 


Your thoughts on better means, and with the hand 
Of induſtry untiring till the land. 

So goods exempt from bane, as wine and oil, 
Fruits, golden grain, and bread, ſhall pay your toll, 
So too your flocks ſhall thrive, and wrap you round 


263 


600 


610 


With their warm wool, when froſts encruſt the ground; 620 
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Or render you their milk, rich food that rolls 


Through every vein new ſtrength, and cheers men's ſouls. 
Be this advice purſued, and proſper then, | 

Crown'd with enjoyments well becoming men : 

Nor fear that ought like want will wait the race 
Accruing to your bed from love's embrace : 

But happier ſure to grow, enjoy in peace 

Your hymeneal days with large encreaſe ; 

For like a careful mother, earth, her ſtore 

It ſedulouſly till'd, delights to pour: 630 
But, of ſome wretched miſer, acts the part 

When men withhold their labour, ſtrength, and art. 

This labour, ſtrength, and art, ye people, then 

Uſe with the patriot minds of virtuous men ; 

And think of my deſign in what I give, 

Which fince in many iſles diſpers'd you live, 

Muſt be of ſpecial uſe, and like a friend, 

Not hurt your morals, but your fortunes mend. 

This laudable intent, dear friends, is mine; 

Thwart not in future then my fair deſign; 640 
Nor my good preſent, proſtitute to aid 

Unneceſſary wars, or ſerve even trade 

On articles employ'd that feed the growth 


Of vanity or vice, pride, pomp, or ſloth.” 


« This counſel to impreſs much deeper ſtill, 


And ſo ward off more ſurely ev'ry ill, 


© ERICTHON 
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ERICTHON, as a father, would go on 

Addreſſing with kind voice the attentive throng :* 
Dear children, though of guilt my heart is clear, 
Yet the worſt conſequences muſt I fear— 650 
Fear leaſt a fatal boon have paſs'd my hand; 
Whoſe miſchiefs may in time o'erſpread the land, 
By cauſing cruel feuds, and not produce 

What I till hope for greatly from its uſe. 
Should it in future times, dear friends, be ſo, 
And evils from my well meant preſent flow, 
The Immortals, I dare invocate, who ſee 


That from all guilt, thus acting, I am free.” 


Thus ſpoke ExIcTH¹Ox, and, in fine, when late 
Corruption he beheld invade the ſtate 660 


Corruption, from his gift enſuing then 


As he had fear'd to vex the ſons of men, 
Retiring to a hill, in grief of heart, 


His remnant life he ſpent from men apart. 


Nor many years were paſt, when ATHENs now 
Er1cTHON had forgot, and ſcorn'd the plow, 

Ere TrIPTOLEM appear'd, and caus'd in GREECE 

His ſtatutes to revive with large increaſe. 

Him Ceres had inſpired to cover o'er 

The country with rich autumn's yellow ſtore ; 670 
Yet came not the great chief to Ar HENS now, 


As to a band that could not ſow or plow ; 
M m Thote 
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* 'Thoſe arts they knew before; but ſtrange to tell! 
Saw not how much a nation's wealth they ſwell : 
And TRIPTOLEM, by gracious CEREs ſent, 

* Benignantly his way to ATHENS bent, 

The ploughſhare in his hand, and proffer'd there 
* Whatever the rich earth is known to bear, 
Men with delicious viands to regale, 

* While every other food, he ſung, would fail. 
To ArTica thus laps'd, remiſs, and rude, 
Hie offer'd by ſure means this taſteful food, 

* If only thoſe he taught, with chearful toil 
Would their whole time employ to till the ſoil. 


+ ATTENTIVELY at length, the ruſtics weigh'd 


His precepts, and inſpir'd with facred aid 


* By every means to raiſe a nation's weal, 

Put forth in the great labour all their zeal. 

* Thus brought TRIP ToLEMuS the ATHENIAN ſwains 
* To cultivate with care the fertile plains, | 

* And wounding earth's rich boſom, make her ſpring 

With fruits ſuch as returning ſeaſons bring. 


* The harveſt-men, full ſoon, with brawny arms, 


* And patient damſels too of ſun-burnt charms, 
That from the bluſh of morn, now day by day 
Long labour'd till the ſun's declining ray, 
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Their golden harveſts reap'd that ſtrown around, 

Or gather'd up in ſheaves conceal'd the ground : 

Nor limited to this, the godlike man 

The bleſſings of his wide extended plan, 

But ſcatter'd plenty round through utmoſt GREECE, 
Now happy through his care in arts of peace; 

And once more the barbarian hoſt grew men 

As in the golden times, ſo likewiie then: 

That hoſt, which, like brute beaſts in queſt of prey, 
Roam'd lately forth in bands and ev'n by day, 
Eeirvs through thy waſtes, and where extend 
Thine too EToL1a, that their yells would rend: 
The acorn all their food, or beaſts of chace 

Urg'd painfully all day from place to place. 

Thus TRIPTOLEM reform'd their manners rude, 

And love of almoſt ſavage ſolitude, 

Yet ſtay'd not here his labour; but by law, 

Inſpiring them tow'rds heaven with conſtant awe, 
The bounds of juſtice mark'd, when once with han: 


Induſtrious they were taught to plant the land, 
And bloody feaſts diſdain, what time they ſpread 


On the warm hearth their cakes for daily bread. 


* Tyuvs wrought TrRIeToLEMUS, as ARGos* friend, 
On labour every GRECIAN's thoughts to bend, 

By urging that to recompence their zeal, 

While in their own, they rais'd the general weal, 
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* 


Fruits by themſelves firſt planted would they find, 
Sprung from earth's boſom, to profuſion kind: 
Which, not content that food alone to give, 

By whoſe ſuſtaining pow'r men barely live, 

Would for their ſolace, ſtreams of Bacchus pour, 
Preſs'd down into their cup and running o'er. 

This locupletion was their lot aflign'd ; 

And it recall'd to every GRECIaN's mind, 

ERIC THOR's ſage advice, when now, though late, 
Gold once more grew the object of their hate— 
Gold, whoſe pernicious influence toil diſſuades, 
Such as exalts man's nature not degrades, 

Since it invigorates youth, and gives in age 

A frame that has. not felt time's eating rage. 

Such had, for GREECE, been TRIPTOLEM's wile care, 
And ſuch too prov'd, in fine, its iſſue there; 
That by his precepts taught to plow the land, 
And gather its increaſe with buſy hand, 

The GrEEKs becoming wiſe, were forc'd to own 
That for one houſe ſuffic'd one field alone, 
However there might ſwell the infant train, 
Claiming their nurture from the father's gain, 

If all would but be fix'd to tread the ways 

Trod by their fathers in ERIC THON's days. 

Thrice bleſs'd the ſtates of GREECE, of thus, till now, 
Thinking how then they us'd the ſharing plow, 
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Still they had trod in virtuous labour's road, 


And While a pattern to mankind they ſhow'd, 


From indolence and guilty manners free, 


209 


750 


Prov'd by their way of life what they ſhould be! 


* But ſuch ſtrange things are mortals, that even now 


Have they begun to ſcorn the enriching plow, 


And by degrees, the love of toil to loſe— 


« Toil, that before as gainful they could chuſe. 


© TELEMACHUS, to thee the gods ordain 

In IT HAC A at length paternal reign, 

« Then make it thy whole care, to put in mind 
* Thoſe ſubjects by thy father left behind ; 


How agriculture's art yields man's beſt wealth, 


760 


* And riches, while it gives, gives ſtrength and health. 


* Be it of thy whole life the unwearied part 
To honour and revere ſo great an art: 
And never in thyſelf a pattern give, 


© That ſuch as own thy reign may flothful live, 


Or buſied in ſuch arts, as entertain 
Modes of luxuriant life, and are its bane. 


* This do, if for thy people thou wouldſt care, 


And of heaven's gifts claim likewiſe here thy ſhare ; 770 


For theſe that when on earth were juſt and wiſe, 


Share all the radiant brightneſs of our ſkies : 
* And ſee, how much more brightly than the reſt, 
Glory and grandeur join'd their frames inveſt : 


Contraſted, 


Flaſh after flaſh with ſtreaming glory came — 
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« Contraſted, they appear as genial Spring 
Diſperſing odours round with balmy wing, 

* To winter's gloom oppos'd, whoſe hoary reign 
Spreads a ſick day-light only o'er the plain; 
Or Pnorsus darting down meridian light, 


* To Dian, whoſe pale beam ſcarce cheers the night.“ 780 


WurLr thus, not interrupted by reply, 
Spoke the great Shade, he ſaw the young man's eye 
Turn'd now and then away, to mark a wood 
That on one fide, at no great diſtance ſtood : 
Of laurel was the ſhade, and through it flow'd, 
Meandering while it lav'd the bleſs'd abode, 
A bright reflecting flream, on either fide 
Bank'd with unnumber'd flowers profuſely dy'd ; 
Whoſe hues were like that arch, heaven's ſwift wing'd Fair 
Draws after her, what time ſhe cleaves the air, 790 
To pour into ſome favour'd mortal's ear | 
Juxo's great mandate from OLyMPevus? ſphere, 
Twas there, the youth beheld, with raviſh'd eyes, 
That ſcarcely could endure ſuch glittering ſkies, 
Ses0STR1S who late rul'd on EcyeT's throne, 
And when at firſt obſerv'd that moment known. 


Proceeding from his eye, a dazzling flame 
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Glory, that made the day much brighter ſtill— 
Glory, like that about the OLVYNMPIAN hill. 


TELEMACHUS this ſaw, and thus began: 
Oh father! I behold the glorious man, 


That while in EG vr captivate, I ſaw 


« O'er EGverT's far fam'd land ordaining law.“ 
FTrue,' ſaid the Sage, thine eye indeed may ſce 


* SESOSTRIS from life's varied pains ſet free, 


Aſſur'd that if thus happy he is found, 


How greatly ſhall all excellence be crown'd. 

« Yet, though it ſink his virtue, know, dear ſon, 
That ſuch a glorious ſhow is rather none, 

© Contraſted with that lot he would have known, 
Had greatneſs without blemiſh grac'd his throne. 
And if, while great in arms, and victor then 
With unreſiſted might o'er other men, 

The conquer'd he had left to hope at leaſt, 
That when in battle quell'd, their power firſt ceas'd, 
So likewiſe would his triumph, and again 

Soft moderation take its turn to reign. 

His ardour to ſubdue Pnuoenicla's ſtate, 

For juſtice humble views become too great; 
Since ſcorning every pact, and madly bold, 


* The tributary ſum it durſt withhold, 
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Engag'd him to ruſh forth, attack, deſtroy, 
And level with the duſt that ſecond Troy. 


Hence in his heart ſprung up ambition's flame, 


By whoſe deſire impell'd to graſp at fame, 


He conquer'd the whole EasT, and every land 
Bow'd to the force of his wide waſting hand ; 


Or, with reſiſtleſs fury, rather ſpread 


Before him, as he went, deſpair and dread, 


And from above induc'd a curſe on him, 

That ſcrupled not for fame through blood to ſwim. 
Returning to his realm, and thinking there 

His future life to paſs exempt from care, 
Daraus, his brother, who fit time enjoy'd, 
While every land around the king deſtroy'd, 

His execrable ſchemes at home to lay, 

Rebelling, would have ſeiz'd the ſovereign ſway ; 
But, to his murderous ſcheme, begot in hell, 
And foſter'd as inſpir'd, a victim fell; 

Though of his aim to counteract the guilt, 
Much blood was in the fatal conteſt ſpilt; 

When, to his grief, SesosTR1s found what woe 
From conqueſts gain'd abroad ſhall ever flow. 
Such fortune far-fam'd heroes always find— 
Heroes, the ſcourge and ſhame of human kind. 
They puniſh their own ſtates, while other lands 
Rapaciouſly they waſte with lawleſs bands. 
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Hence therefore, it firſt ſprung, that while around, 
Earth's nations his applauſe even ſtill reſound, 
SESOSTRIS here diſcerns his former fame 

Much ſunk in the leſs glorious conqueror's name ; 
And hither come to join the virtuous few, 

That bliſs he would have known, much leſſen'd too. 


* BuT now of this enough—behold yon ſhade 
Majeſtic and in robes of light array'd. 
DiosPoRUs his name, whom former times 

Saw rule with juſtice o'er the Cartan climes. 
Deſirous to promote the good alone 

Of thoſe within whoſe heart he held his throne, 
He durſt confront even death with fearleſs view, 
Nay, in the rage of battle ſeek it too; 

As knowing it was regiſter'd in fate, 

That every earthly bliſs would *bide that Rate, 
Whoſe monarch, in a war then fiercely wag'd, 
Should periſh where in fight the foremoſt rag'd. 
Brave in his country's cauſe, reſolv'd and ſtrong, 
With an heroic ſoul he ruſh'd along, 

And for that earthly land he held ſo dear, 


Is with eternal glory circled here. 


* DiospoRvus thus paſs'd—that other too; 
Not diſtant from him far, attentive view : 
Nn 
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While living, he obtain'd the godlike fame 

And dignity that grace a patriot's name. 

By wiſdom's voice inſpir'd, juſt laws he penn'd 
His native land to ſerve and prove its friend; 
Then, bidding at the godhead's ſacred fane 

His ſubject hoſt fall down with ſuppliant ſtrain, 
And ſwear that till himſelf return'd agen 
Safe from a land he meant to viſit then, 880 
His ſtatutes they would keep, and let him ſee 
On his return, how duteous they could be, 

Set out to gain this land; but inly fraught 
With every patriot wiſh and godlike thought, 

A different realm explor'd, there paſs'd alone 
The remnant of his days, and died unknown, 


* Yox' ſhade, thou ſeeſt, my ſon, in all the pride 
Of majeſty and pomp imperial ſtride 
EuNngsyYMus was call'd, and living bore 
Paternal reign long ſince on PyLos' ſhore, 390 
Whoſe preſent reverend monarch boaſts the name 
Of kinſman to his blood and ſhares his fame. 
EUNESYMUS, what time a raging peſt 
In puniſhment of crimes by heaven's beheſt 
Spread havoc through the land, and ſwept away 
His ſubjects in whole hoſts from day to day, 
« Beſought 
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Beſought the unſparing god to put aſide 

His ſhafts, with too much blood already dy'd, 

Devoting his whole life, ſuch hoſts to ſave 

That would have elſe been mingled in the grave. 999 
Thus pray d Euntsymus, decreed to find 

His ſuit had power to move the godhead's mind: 

His ſuit, the godhead deign'd, and granted here 

The monarch to be bleſs'd through heaven's long year. 


* THE reverend ſpectre laſt whoſe brows, thus crown'd 

A bluſhing wreath of flowers, thou ſeeſt ſurround, 

Was BELvus, whoſe great arm by juſtice ſway'd, 

EGvyPT in ages now long paſt obey'd. 

ANCHINEA he eſpous'd, whoſe beauty ſhone 

Superior to each nymph from NiILus ſprung, 910 
The reverend river-god, that hides his ſource 

And rolling to the deep with double force, 

Inundates his whole region, till the plain 

Pours forth a double crop of golden grain. 

Two ſons to BELVs' bed were born e'er long, 

Proud DAN Aus, in tyrannic empire ſtrong, 

And after him EcyeTus, who, thus nam'd, 

Gave to the realm that title it firſt claim'd. 

Fill'd with a godlike mind, great BELUs thought 

That the true wealth by monarchs to be ſought. 929 
Nnz2 * Sprung 
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Sprung only from the wealth of thoſe they rul'd ;— 
How then, in ſuch a heavenly maxim ſchool'd, 

Could he but turn his cares to bleſs the throng 

Whom others have ſince cruſh'd with every wrong? 
So to great BELUs, was his country dear; 

And therefore with the reſt behold him here. 

Theſe men, whom you on earth think dead, dear ſon, 
Have in theſe realms of bliſs true Being won. 

Here therefore now they live—yea live; for know 
That life, not ſuch as here exiſts below, 930 
But what men feel on earth, while they draw breath, 
And travel to the duſt, is real death. 

This being here unchang'd, this ſtate may then, 

The IMMoRTALS that preſide o'er mortal men, 

Enable thee to gain by deeds, my ſon, 
Heaven-prompted while on earth thy footſteps run. 
Enough. Here break we off; for now, *tis time 
Thou ſhouldſt again reſpire thy human clime, 

Still ſeeking thy great fire, whoſe long toſt prow 
PaaAacia in her port admits even now. 940 
To comfort with new hope thy mournful ſtate, 

Thus much may I reveal of dooming fate: 

' Yea—after all his woes with ſtrength endur'd, 

Strength by prayer only to great Jove procur'd, 

Safe is the chieftain in Puzacia's land, 


Whoſe hoſpitable ſons, with generous hand, 


Will 
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« Will ſafely waft him home, when All beſide 


Lo 


The heroe have thruſt forth to brave the tide. 
Fate more than this forbids my tongue to tell ; 
This ſingle thing except, that earth and hell 
The utmoſt of their power in vain ſhall join 
In ſpite of Jove and fate's, ſupreme deſign, 
To controvert that meeting, which he wills 
Shall of you both ſoon cloſe the gri-vous ills. 
But of the account, how many reſt till then! 
In bloody combat ſtrown, how. many men! 
And yet, to ſwell thy praiſe, what matchleſs fame, 
Though labour preſs a while thy mortal frame ! 
Haſte therefore to depart; and oh, my ſon, 

Of MEeNToR's ſtrains oft urg'd forget not one; 
For great beyoad all thought, yea, great indeed 
Shall be thy preſent praiſe and future mead, 

If as a precious gem within thy heart, 


Thou treaſure the advice thoſe ſtrains impart.” 


Tre gracious ſpirit ceas'd, and through a throng 


Of ſhining forms, led ITyacus along; 


Guiding his ſteps to where the ivory gate 


Leads upward from the bleſt PL uTONIAN ſtate. 


Tears ſhedding in large ſtreams, he mounts the plain, 
Since wiſhing one embrace, he wiſh'd in vain, 
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And treading the lone path, directs his way 

That to SALENTUM's tents before him lay; 

Firſt having join'd his friends, who durſt no more 
Hope his return from hell's funereal ſhore. 

O'er many a plain, while ſtill the aſſociate powers 
Spend gratefully in ſleep the ſolemn hours, 

Urging their paſſage through the poring night, 

Safe they arriv'd at length in weary plight, 

Ere o'er men's heads had dawn'd the morning light, 


END OF BOOK XIX. 
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ADVENTURES 


OF 


TELEMACHUS. 


AN EPIC POEM. 


— 


BOOK XX. 


— 


ARGUMENT. 


The Moderation of TELEMA CHs, and the Battle with ApRASTUs, 
comprehending the Death of PERIANDER, HILAS, DEMOLEON, 
CrRAanTOR, and MENECRATES, all by the Hands of TELE“ 
MACHUS. The Death of PisIsTRATUS by ADRASTUs ; the 


Sorrow of NEs TOR for his Son's Deceaſe ; and finally ADRASTUS's 
Defeat and Death. 


Now dartihg from above his noon-tide ray, 
PHoEBUs in equal ſcales had pois'd the day, 
When in the tent together cloſely met, 

The leaders of each ſeparate troop were ſet, 
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In conſult how to uſe a great event, 

Tranſpiring ſince the youth had left his tent, 
(Through a good ſon's affection urg'd to go, 
And with bold foot pervade the realm below), 
By ſeizing on VENUS TUu's neutral ſtate, 

Which they might do in ſpite of men and fate, 
Or paying to the fraudful ſcheme no heed, 

If by their honour taught to ſcorn the deed. 


Tr1s fortreſs in diſpute, a wealthy ſtate, 
By Davnia's powerful king attack'd of late, 
And wreſted from ApULIA's neighbouring land, 
Had yielded to the monarch's proſperous hand. 


APULIA, to revenge this hoſtile act, | 


Had with the bordering ſtates made ſolemn pact : 


Mean while, AprRasTus, who by lucre ſway'd, 
Did nothing ſave when gain was to be made, 


This powerful league diſcerning, ſaw the need 
Of ſubterfuge to palliate his late deed, 


And wrought on by the fears that fill'd his mind, 


To a third ſtate, VEnusIuUM's walls conſign'd, 
In ſafety to be held, till either fide 

Might have its different claim by juſtice tried. 
Thus far all proſper'd—but AprasTus?* gold 


Brib'd thoſe who were aſſign'd the place to hold, 
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Them to the crime of treachery bringing o'er, 
That in VENnus1UM the chief rule then bore, 

And by whoſe wicked means, here govern'd till 
ADRASTUS as moſt pleas'd his wicked will. | 
This conduct in a king who laugh'd at law, 

A citizen of note there dwelling ſaw, 

And by a patriot-principle puſh'd on, 

Determin'd to reſent the flagrant wrong. 

This buſineſs now poſſeſſing his whole mind, 
Came he, the aſſociates in their camp to find, 
And in full council pledged his faith and fame, 
On promiſe, ere the ſun thrice wak' d his flame, 
Of yielding up a gate by night to thoſe 

That to atchieve this enterprize they choſe. 
Pleas'd heard the leaders; for Ap RAS TUs' care 
Had what his war demanded laid up there; 

And therefore, with raſh haſte, old Nrrrvs? ſon, 
With every other chieftain one by one, 

Blinded by patriot-zeal, at once reſolv'd, 

Not having duly the event revolv'd, 

The occaſion of itſelf ſo fair to ſeize, 

Which might be done too, as they found, with eaſe. 
But otherwiſe diſpos'd, ULyssEs' ſon 

Did what his fire, in that caſe, would have done, 
That he might wipe away the blot ſuch crime 


Would throw upon their names to lateſt time. 


Oo 


281 


30 


43 


| 232 TELEMACHUS: BOOK XX, 


For entering now the tent, not unappriz'd 
Of what the aſſembled chiefs had thus devis'd, 


I am not to be taught,“ the youth began, 


That if at any time, one mortal man 
* Deferv'd to be ſurpriz'd, deſerv'd to find 
« His fate from ſuch an act of fraudful kind, 60 


ADRASTUS is that man, who ſpurning law, 
And all things men are wont to view with awe, 
. | * So often has ſurpriz'd, deceiv'd, betray'd, 

| * Thoſe truſting to his oaths by honour ſway'd : 

| Nor, is it in my thought the while unknown, 

| That by ſuch ſtep you only ſeize your own; 

; Since thoſe, to whom the place, in fact, belongs, 
Are your allies and urge the common wrongs: 

| * Nor leſs mult I allow, that every ſhow 

[ Of right is on their fide, that ſtrike the blow; 
Since outwardly diſpos'd to ſtop the ſpring 

Of firmly purpos'd war, did DAuNIA's king 

* VeExvusIuM firſt reſign ; but which, for gold 

* The traitor there in office has thus ſold. 

« I find it no leſs plain withal than you, 

That it muſt aid the cauſe you have in view, 

By coming forth thus arm'd, and put an end 

To all the woes of war that now impend. 

* But, would not the reverſe, I aſk, appear 


Much better, though we chance to periſh here ; 80 


Will 
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Will heaven, from whom comes victory, applaud 
Thoſe chiefs who ſcruple not to deal in fraud ? 
And ever ſhall men ſay that ſuch a throng 
Of mighty foes come forth to puniſh wrong 
Committed by one man, incurr'd his crimes ? 
How will that cenſure ſound in future times ? 
If what ApRAs Tus does, ourſelves may do, 
Though our imputed charge of fraud be true, 
No ſentence from our lips ſhould paſs to blanc 
His actions, ſince ourſelves commit the ſame. YG 
But wherefore do I urge the matter thus, 
That on my cheek calls up ſo deep a bluſh, 
Wak'd by the thought, that fam'd HESPERTIA“'s coail- 
Their heroes have ſent forth in numerous hoſts, 
Of coloniſts from GREECE, and chiefs of late, 
In triumph leaving PRRVGIA's conquer'd ſtate, 
To boaſt—what ſhall I ſay ?—oh blot ! oh ſhame ! 
Winds bear it not abroad to common fame !— 
That to reſent upon ApRASTUS' head 
Thoſe frauds, that we muſt own too oft have ſped, 100 
No weapon they can uſe, employ no war, 
But frauds, which in the tyrant they abhor ? 
By every ſolemn oath 'twas ſworn of late, 
VENUSIUM to account of neither ſtate, 
But for a ſeaſon held in charge by thoſe 
That with ApuLTIA's chiets, ADRASTUS choſc. 
Oo 2 * That 
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That treaty till ſubſiſts; nor have the gods, 

Who fraudful monarchs ſcourge with all their rods, 

| Forgot your willing oaths, with ſolemn ſtrain 

Forth utter'd on bent knees before their fane. 110 


* SHALL promiſes, I aſk, be kept alone 
While means of being falſe remain unknown? 
| And for integrity mankind gain praiſe, 
i When nothing can be got by falſehood's ways? 
| * 'Though virtue you have not, yet make it known 
| | © That intereſt you can prize if -hat alone: 


For if the deed be done you ponder now, 

And thus is put aſide a folemn vow, 

. What neighbour will you find, unforc'd to fear 

| And hate you for the part now acted here? 120 
| What king from this day forth, when ills drawn nigh, 

| May threaten you perhaps, will aid ſupply, 

If it be once reſolv'd that men are free 

* Their awful oaths to break on every plea? 


| 

| © Which of you would rely on any vow 

| * Pledg'd by the greateſt chief here preſent now, 

| * Fore-knowing that if thence but gain enſue, 

| That chief will every ſacred vow break through ? 
| Among you is, there one whom future times 


Will witneſs more averſe to far leſs crimes ? 130 


« To 
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« To what will not be brought a compact then, 


Whoſe tenure has now join'd ſo many men? 

* How will not your diſtruſt on either fide, 

However now like friends you ſeem allied, 

How will not theſe, I a%, all bounds o'erflow 

© In future, ſince now made no bounds to know? 

* ADRASTVUS needs not then draw forth his bands: 

Their ſubſtitute ſhall be your own raſh hands. 

Oh potentates ] oh chiefs! renown'd and brave, 

That virtuouſly the rod of empire wave, 140 
* Diſdain not to be taught, while void of fear 

* An inexpert young man would gain your ear. 

In your own dangerous ſtate, what means will then 

Be left you to perſuade beliefleſs men, 

* That truly you intend to keep whate'er 

* You promiſe, and no more your oaths forſwear? 

* Yet hear me once again—ſince more than all 

For every fear you have, this thought ſhould call, 

* If foreſight, or ought elſe within one breaſt, 

* Befitting what he is, ſhall haply reſt: 150 
* The thought I mean is this that what to day 
* Has in your council rul'd with ſo much ſway, 

Will ſet aſide your league, thus ſtrongly made ; 

* Nay, will the triumph of your foe even aid'— 

No more than this he ſpoke, though fix'd and ſtrong 

In his reſolve he would have fain gone on. 
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or mov'd with his reply, not One alone 
But All, and with rais'd voice and eager tone, 
Demanded for what reaſon thus he durſt 
Speak of an act, as what their league, ſubvers'd, 
When hat, as they remark'd, and that alone 
'Miniſh'd ApgasTvs*' ſtrength, and ſwell'd their own? 


To this, the thoughtful youth :—* Among you how 
* Shall one the other truſt, if thus, as now, 
« You rend the only tie of public truſt, 
* Thoſe ſtrengthening, and thoſe only that are juſt ? 
* Oh were the god to will us in his frown, 
More woes than ever war has yet brought down, 
Should we not All, like others of mankind, 
Bear with the woes by his high will deſign'd 
To ſcourge us, and that virtue brighten too 
Which from diſtreſs with luſtre ſprings anew ; 
« Tried in affliction's fire, like gold, whoſe frame 
« Is from all ſtain refin'd in ſeven-fold flame ? 
* But once if you o'erleap the eternal bound, 
« Dividing right from wrong, and ſtoop to wound 
* The honour of your names, at no time then 
Shall one of you bring back tranſgreſſing men 
In virtue's path to tread ; fince taught by you, 


« That virtue they firſt ſaw with ſcornful view. 
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What is it you can dread? Is no one here 

* So brave, but he muſt needs give way to fear, 
© Leſt in the end, AprasTus' better might 
Should whelm us in the rank of open fight? 
« Suffice not our whole bands to overthrow 
As lately, ſo once more, this ſingle foe? * 

« Up—up for honour's ſake! *tis glory calls 

© To munerate who. fights, to crown who falls. 
Ves, without pauſe, to battle let us fly, 
And combat with ſucceſs or bravely die! 
More ſharing the great prize of conqueſt ſo, 
Than if by crafty means we cruſh'd our foe, 
* Unknowing other ſuccour than his bands, 

* ADRASTUS, While I ſpeak, is in our hands, 
© If we alone, found great in future times, 


With indignation ſmote abhor his crimes.” 


TELEMACHuUs here ceas'd; and looking round, 
On every face expreſs'd full plainly found, 
That from his lips perſuaſion had made way, 
Such as when poets breathe the tuneful lay. 
Dumb filence held them all, not more profound 
The filence that at midnight rules around; 
While for his ſtrain, the chiefs their homage paid, 
Not mindful how thoſe words had borrow'd aid 
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From elocution's art, but how they came 
Enobled by ſtrong truth to work their aim, 
Till breaking ſuch long ſilence, NELEUsS' ſon 
At length aſſum'd the word and thus begun :— 


Turck excellent young man, the Power,” he ſaid, 
She that through every land a father led, 

l * Endowing him at Troy o'er all the hoſt, 
| Not more with valour's fame than wiſdom's boaſt, 
With equal wiſdom too has fill'd the ſon, 
And from above deſcending, taught his tongue. 


Thus tutor'd as we are, refolve we then 

* On nothing but what ſuits with virtuous men ; 
| | | * VENUusIUM leaving ſtill for them to hold 

| | * Whoſe leader has received AprasTvs*' gold.“ 
He ſaid; and having ſaid, the aſſembly raiſe 


Uniting in one ſhout, their theme of praiſe; 


But raiſing it, each eye beholds the ſon 

Of Iruacus, ſtill charm'd with what his tongue 
Had recently beſtow'd, and, ſees in thought 
MINERVA, who had thus his accents taught, 
Throw round him, as he ſtands, a glorious blaze 


Reſembling her own crown of fulgent rays. 


ANOTHER queſtion ſoon detain'd full long 


In cuniult the conven'd illuſtrious throng, 
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Where IT HAcus no leſs applauſes gain'd 

Than when of late their fame he had maintain'd ; 2.39 
For ſtopping at no crime, had Daunta's king, 

Whoſe breaſt with murderous thoughts would hourly ſpring, 
Not many days now paſs'd, inſidious ſent 

A DAuNIAN to perform his vile intent, 

And of the chieftains, all he could come nigh, 

Kill by ſuch means as murderers may apply : 

But chiefly was he charg'd no means to ſpare 

Of cutting off ULyssEes? youthful heir. 

TELEMACHUs, undiffident and brave, 

His friendſhip to this dark aſſaſſin gave ; 240 
For he had ſeen in SiciL his fire, 

Whom, therefore, would the youth full oft deſire 

To fit with him alone, and all things tell 

That on this theme the traitor knew ſo well. 

He gave him his ſupport, and did the part 

That ſuited with a brother's pitying heart ; 

Since much, with pre-concerted ſtrain and tongue, 

In every fraudful art excelled by none, 

AcanTaus—for. that name the wretch aſſum'd 

Complain'd of bitter wrongs by law undoom'd, 250 
That Dauni1a's cruel king, untaught to ſpare 

The unhappy in his pow'r, had made him bear. 
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Tuts briefly was their plot :—another ſpy, 
Acaxruus for his uſe had always by, 
ARION this other's name; and he, as well 
Sent thither what he could collect to tell. 
This laſt, attempting to go off one night, 
Could not without remark, effect his flight: 
Detection was his fate, and ſince All knew 
The friendſhip that had reign'd between the two, 
Join'd ſeem'd he with Ac AN THUs in ſome ſcheme ; 
But of its object none could truly deem; 
For ARION bore no papers, to make known 
What he was charg'd to 22%, the king alone. 
On this, the chiefs were met; the guilty Pair 


Brought forth were queſtion'd o'er and o'er with care, 


But, by long habit practis'd in each art, 

Both wretches to the laſt fo play'd their part, 
That no one word *ſcap'd either's lips to ſhow 
If he were come, in truth, a ſpy or no. 
This ſaw ULyssEs? ſon, and quickly fraught 
With the bleſs'd influence of a happy thought 
Imparted to his mind by wiſdom's Maip, 
Still preſent to her chief with holy aid, 

Thus, with ſubmiſſive deference to the reſt 
The counſels of his inmoſt ſoul addreſs'd: 
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« Be arrogance not nam'd by any here, 
« If on this theme once more I claim your ear ; 
For heaven ſure prompts my tongue ; and they whoſe zeal 
« Halts when the inſpiring breath of heaven they feel, 239 
Too weak to ſet at nought man's diſeſteem, 
« Would with a crime be chargeable I deem. 
* Theſe men, though from themſelves in vain you ſeck 
* The avowal of that plot they will not ſpeak, 
Are in my thoughts too guilty, and I know 
Some, that more ſurely to ward off the blow 
Their treaſons may have plann'd, would think it juſt 
At once to doom the men that they diſtruſt : 
But how abhorr'd the act! how dire the deed! 
That would untried thus make the Obnoxious bleed. 290 f 
Are monarchs types of Him that rules the ſky, | 
* And are they for aught elſe ſet up on high, 
Save o'er the people's weal to watch with heed, 
As ſhepherds, that their flocks to paſture lead, 
And in the taſk untiring, lend an eye, 
* Leſt to lay waſte the fold ſome wolf draw nigh? 


* You, therefore, that o'er men bear rule; yea you 
Sage monarchs, that are great, yet virtuous too, 
Will never, till full proof of crimes appear, | 
* Move to that puniſhment they call for here. +200 , 

Pp 2 * A proof 
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« A proof which, in this caſe, if wiſdom's Marp 
Does not without effect impart her aid, 

Mine be it to point out.“ He ceas'd, and then 
AcaxTHus viewing ſternly, thus agen :— 

* Reſign us up your ring,” the chieftain ſaid, 

And at the word, remark'd what ſudden dread 

The ſelf-convicted criminals aſſail'd. 

They trembled, and their knees beneath them fail'd. 
his Irxacvs obſerv'd, and then went on: 

* This will we to ApRasTvus ſend ere long, 310 
* By ſome one that ſhall urge he comes to bring 

© Such news as muſt be only told your king. 

And by ſuch means, if you are found to bear 

In any crime with ARlox the leaſt ſhare, 

* Your ſentence ſhall be death—nor death alone, 

* But death with every pain to traitors known. 

* Whereas, if being what we think you now, 

« Your guilt in this crown'd Preſence you avow— 
That guilt ſhall be o'erlook'd, whate'er the offence, 
And you, though you deſerve it not, ſent hence 320 
Safe to the encampment that your DAuNIANs hold, 


And treaſonous ſchemes foment by means of gold,” 


Tur trembling wretch to this gave inſtant ear, 
And falling on his knees with female fear, 


Confeſs'd 
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Confeſs'd the crime at full—confeſling too, 
Though never in his life till now found true, 
That Aron, when ſurpriz'd, himſelf had ſent, 
With tidings of his next day's dire intent, 
When a great feaſt, that then, ULyssEes” ſon 
Meant to ſerve up the kings and chiefs among, 330 
He would infect with poiſon, and the treat 

Make baneful for the gueſts conven'd to cat. 

He ſaid, and life implor'd with ſhuddering fear: 

While grateful for heaven's goodneſs, all gave ear: 

Whom ITruacus then mov'd, becauſe his word 

For doing what he did the gods had heard, 

His promiſe to make good. The chiefs aſſent, 

And from their fight abſolv'd, the guilty went. 


Nor many days had paſs'd, when lo, by night, 
Effecting from the foe his ſecret flight, 340 
A DAuN IAN to their camp in vengeance came; 
And Dio that refugiate DauNnIax's name. 
He proffer'd, that from them not aſking aid, 
On his return the camp he would pervade, 
And take Ab RAS TUs' life, who from his arms 
He urg'd, had ſeiz'd his bride and forc'd her charms. 
To favour the attempt, he made his boaſt, 
That many of the chiefs throughout the hoſt 
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ApRasTUus had incens'd, and that theſe All 
Were anxious to effect the tyrant's fall, 

But thought, that while himſelf aſſay'd the deed, 
'Their forces to the charge the allies ſhould lead, 
So favouring his eſcape; in which laſt act, 

If on AprasTvus? fall, ſucceſs he lack'd, 

Death fearleſs he would ſuffer, or employ 

The ſword upon himſelf, and die with joy. 


WurN the afflicted man had thus explain'd 
His firmly fix'd intent, deep filence reign'd ; 
And from the chiefs receiv'd he no reply, 
But faſten'd on one man, ſaw every eye: 
TELEMACHUs that one, as if to ſee 


Fit counſel in his looks; when once more HE— 


Tu Immortals, who till now,” the youth replied, 
Each traitor's daring hopes have turn'd aſide, 


Forbid us in like ſort to place our truſt 


* On traitors; for that term is merely juſt. 
Even though AprasTvus from this D1on's ſide 
May unrelentingly have torn his bride, 
Since men ſhould not affect with Jove's red hand, 
* To hurl at wicked kings 'the vengeful brand. 
"Tis then my counſel, that 'the crime we ſcorn, 
* Like heroes for each deed of virtue born ; 
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« Yet pitying one ſo wrong'd, I think it meet, 


Him, with compaſſionating care, to treat; 


And, if he chuſe, here keep; ſince who can tell, 


It PaLLas give our arms the foe to quell, 


* 


But we may ſafe reſtore his raviſli'd wife, 
* And reconcile them both to love and life. 
This likewiſe let me add; that they who bear 


Lo 


Henee the two traitors we are pledg'd to ſpare, 
Have it in charge to let ApgasTus know, 
We would not aid this Drox's purpos'd blow. 
IJ oven, aſſembled chiefs—yes, own indeed, 


That he, who. doom'd ſo late ourſelves io bleed, 


* This favour merits not; but every eye 
Whatever we perform obſerves full nigh.” 

He ſaid : the chiefs retir'd ;—and all was done 
As had ſeem'd fitting to ULVSsSsES' ſon. 


Tr1s meſſage heard the king, alarm'd to think 
What danger he had *ſcap'd on danger's brink ; 
And hardly could believe that thus the foe 

Had ſav'd him from ſo imminent a blow. 

But their relenting boſoms, wicked men 

Soon ſhut, and into baſeneſs ſink agen. 

Thus did Ab RAS Tus, drowning painful thoughts, 
And biding from himſelf his numerous faults, 
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His enemy in fight reſolve to dare, 
Riſque all things, by ſelf-love held worth its care, 


Draw forth his bands, and once more ſeek the plain, 


That way at leaſt intent ſome praiſe to gain. 


Tux day of battle come, AuRox A now, 
With roſy colour'd hues diſplay'd her brow, 
Advancing in the eaſt with ſacred head, 

And ſhedding o'er each hill the glowing red, 
When from ſoft ſleep ULysses' offspring roſe, 
And kindled the whole hoſt to meet their foes. 


With nodding horſe hair crown'd, his helmet ſhone, 
And his broad breaſt plate beam'd beneath the ſun. 


His hand the javelin ſhook; while radiant flame, 
Imparted by the heav'nly blue ey'd Dame, 

Shone glorious in each eye; and o'er his face, 
Sure preſage that ſucceſs would ſoon take place, 
A majeſty appear'd, ſuffuſing round 


Glad hopes into each rank that throng'd the ground. 


Crowded was every part with ſhining ſhields, 
With lances, that, like corn in ENNA's fields, 


Stood ſide by ſide cloſe wedg'd, and neighing ſteeds 


Whoſe generous boſoms throbb'd for warlike deeds ; 
While utter“! by each hoſt, a thouſand cries, 
Prelude of angry fight, aſcend the ſkies. 


Tumultuous 
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Tumultuous was the noiſe, like that when o'er 
His wide extended reign, from ſhore to ſhore, 
The trident bearing god bids tempeſts blow, 
And every depth and whirlpool ſtirs below. 
Thus, ſanguinary Mans began to dart 

Rage and the wiſh of ſlaughter through each heart, 
By bidding o'er the field grim war advance, 

In horrid garments dreſs'd and ſhake the lance. 
Already a thick cloud of duſt began 

To raviſh from the ſight of mortal man 430 


The ſky and neighbouring plain; while rag'd the thirſt 
Unquenchable of blood with ſway accurs'd, 
Rouz'd by the fury band in realms below, 

And ſpringing to make ſport of human woe. 


Hicn towering in the front, ere yet began 
The battle, and with man encounter'd man, 
TELEMACHUS, whoſe eye devout ſurvey'd 
The ſacred ſeat of Jove, thus fervent pray'd :— 
Great Ruler of the world, by whom, ' he cried, 
Are men, wherever o'er earth's face they bide, 449 


And from whoſe loins firſt ſprung the heavenly quire, 


Since all things that have being call thee Sire : 


* 


On our ſide, for can aught be hid from thee, 
O father, the great wiſh of concord ſee, 


Qq « Of 
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* 
1 * Of concord, which, with love and pity fraught, 
1 * Our generous kings and chiefs ſo oft have ſought. 
* Oh parent of the world, full well thou knowſt 
That through conſtraint, we meet ApRasTvs? hoſt, 
* ADRASTUS, that even now we cannot hate, 
« Falſe though he is and infamouſly great; 
| For chaining down fierce battle, we would ſpare 
Him and thoſe ſubjects that ſhould prove his care, 
| * But who, ere night, if ſuccour thou deny, 
* Are, with no few of ours, in death to lie. 
« Decide then in our.cauſe; and if alone 
Thy juſtice bids ws fall, a hoſt o'erthrown, 
Our being thou commandſt; but grant, thou deign 
That freedom {hall ſtill bleſs HeseERIA's plain, 
f Thy interpoſing arm and gracious might 
| Will we confeſs has granted us the fight. 
* *Tis thou, that from OLyMevs' height, great lord, 
Viewing conflicting hoſts, decreeſt the award 
Of battle at thy nod, and will'ſt the turns 


| 

| Of fortune, as thy love or anger burns: 

« Vouchſafe us then thy love, and hear the vow 
That humbly thy arm'd chief dares utter now, 
| Who, if thou grant us to ſubdue the foe, 


* Or at his army's head, this king o'erthrow, 


A hecatomb entire at ſetting day, 


op 


We'll on ſome altar as an offering lay.” 
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H1s oriſons devout the chief thus paid ; 
Then caſting his refulgent ſhield's broad ſhade 
Before him in the car, with rapid way 
Pierc'd the oppoſing bands and their array; 
While, at the battle's onſet, cloſe beſide, 
Great PHILOCLES in arms full often tried, 
And HEeGEsiePvus too the chief attend 
From accidents to guard their youthful friend : 
Vain care of kindneſs; for by heaven made ſtrong, 
Life's ſtream through all his frame, Jove rolls along ; 
And o'er the field his ſteeds impelling fierce, 
The thickeſt ranks of fight at once they pierce: 
While in a moment's ſpace left far behind, 
Since IrhAcus outſtrips the poſting wind, 
The SAMIAN and his friend behold him wage 
The battle with ſcarce leſs than godlike rage ; 
For to heaven only, ITHacvus ſhall owe 
The fame of reſcu'd lands and hoſts laid low. 


Jove's progeny, inſpiring NI x R, impart 
Who firſt of all was doom'd to feel his dart? 


GREAT PERIANDER on the Loc RIAN coaſt, 
A chief renown'd in fame o'er all the hoſt, 
Firſt met the GrEciaNn's rage: a lion's hide 


Throw o'er him, his large flowing robe ſupplied, 
Qq 2 
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In Sicily, himſelf had ſlain the beaſt, 

And left it on the earth for dogs a feaſt. 

In fulgent arms array'd, the Lockxian came 
Arm'd like AcniLLEs, though not like his fame: 
A club, whoſe bulkly ſize and wonderous weight 
Threaten'd all thoſe. then near with inſtant fate, 500 
Swift darting through the ranks, aloft he bore, 
With batter*d trains beſmear'd and mingled gore ; 
And with inſulting accent thus he cried ; 

When near him the young chief was firſt deſcried, 
Contemning his ſoft limbs* exterior grace, 
Dimunutive weak frame and poliſh'd face: 


* EFFEMINATE vain boy! in outward ſhow 
A warrior, but at heart ſome female foe! 
« At what ill-fated hour, and in what fit 
Of madneſs, was thy flame for battle lit? 510 
* What evil genius (pointing to the fight) 


* Urg'd thee to meet one here leaſt fam'd for might? 

Go, therefore woman-chief—go, child,“ he ſaid 
By PERIANDER ſent, and join the DRAD. 

Go, ſeek thy father's ſhade in realms below, 

* And tell him whoſe bold hand applied the blow.” 


He ended; and his club, with points of ſteel} 
Thick planted, high uprear'd, the blow to deal. 


He 
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He rear'd it; but when rear'd, it ſeem'd ſome maſt 
That mounting cleaves the clouds, ang falls at laſt: 
But in himſelf collected, ſtood the fon 

Of ITyacvs, intent the blow to ſhun ; 

And watching PERIANDER's watchful eye, 

Turn'd his well govern'd ſteeds as they drew nigh: 
Meanwhile, the club a neighbouring chariot pounds, 
While at the ſhock, affrighted earth reſounds: 

And ITnacus, intrepid darting on 

His lance provided arm reſolv'd and ſtrong, 

Deep fixes in his throat the deadly wound ; 
Whence iſſues the life torrent ſtreaming round: 
Fix'd in their beds his eye-balls glare in death, 
Headlong he falls, and yields his lateſt breath; 
Quick over the wide plain with madd'ning force, 
Begin the braſs hoof'd ſteeds to drag his corſe: 
But Ir HAcus ſprings forth, and while he lay 
Bath'd all in blood, his armour rends away. 

His trophy this, he bids his people bear 

Thence to the camp, and ſtow in ſafety there, 

But with ſoft pity melting to behold 


Breathleſs the corſe, chang'd, pale, and growing cold, 


Reſtores it to his friends, then drives again 
Impetuous o'er a pile of warriors lain ; 

While round him as he wheels, a tempeſt flies 
Of arrows, that half cloud the mid.day ſkies. 
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In Sicily, himſelf had ſlain the beaſt, 

And left it on the earth for dogs a feaſt. 

In fulgent arms array'd, the Lockxian came 

Arm'd like AcniLLEs, though not like his fame: 

A club, whoſe bulkly ſize and wonderous weight 

Threaten'd all thoſe then near with inſtant fate, 500 
Swift darting through the ranks, aloft he bore, 

With batter'd trains beſmear'd and mingled gore; 

And with inſulting accent thus he cried ; 

When near him the young chief was firſt deſcried, 


Contemning his ſoft limbs' exterior grace, 
Dimunutive weak frame and poliſh'd face : 


© EFFEMINATE vain boy! in outward ſhow 
* A warrior, but at heart ſome female foe! 
+ At what ill-fated hour, and in what fit 
Of madneſs, was thy flame for battle lit? 510 
What evil genius (pointing to the fight) 
* Urg'd thee to meet one here leaſt fam'd for might? 
Go, therefore woman-chief—go, child,* he ſaid | 
By PERIAN DER ſent, and join the DEAD. 
Go, ſeek thy father's ſhade in realms below, 
* And tell him whoſe bold hand applied the blow.” 


He ended; and his club, with points of ſteel 
Thick planted, high uprear'd, the blow to deal. 
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He 
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He rear'd it; but when rear'd, it ſeem'd ſome maſt 
That mounting cleaves the clouds, and falls at laſt : 
But in himſelf collected, ſtood the ſon 

Of ITyacvus, intent the blow to ſhun ; 

And watching Per1anpeR's watchful eye, 

Turn'd his well govern'd ſteeds as they drew nigh: 
Meanwhile, the club a neighbouring chariot pounds, 
While at the ſhock, affrighted earth reſounds : 

And ITnacus, intrepid darting on 

His lance provided arm reſolv'd and ſtrong, 

Deep fixes in his throat the deadly wound ; 
Whence iſſues the life torrent ſtreaming round: 
Fix'd in their beds his eye-balls glare in death, 
Headlong he falls, and yields his lateſt breath; 
Quick over the wide plain with madd'ning force, 
Begin the braſs hoof'd ſteeds to drag his corſe : 
But ITHacus ſprings forth, and while he lay 
Bath'd all in blood, his armour rends away. 

His trophy this, he bids his people bear 

Thence to the camp, and ſtow in ſafety there, 

But with ſoft pity melting to behold 

Breathleſs the corſe, chang'd, pale, and growing WP 
Reſtores it to his friends, then drives again 
Impetuous o'er a pile of warriors ſlain ; 

While round him as he wheels, a tempeſt flies 

Of arrows, that half cloud the mid.day ſkies. 
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Tur ſtrong embattled lines, UL ss ES' ſon 
Tranſpiercing, while his ſteeds with ardour run, 
Sends forth an eye, and his quick paſlage bends 
Where o'er AvrRasTvus head the war impends : 
But by whole hoſts impeded in his way, 
Plung'd many to the realm of PLuTo's ſway. 
Firſt of thoſe many, fell outſtretch'd below 


HILAs, a tower of ſafety to the foe: 


Great HILAs in his car, to which were join'd 


Two courſers of far more than mortal kind, 


| Like thoſe by PuoeBus urg'd, and brought along 


From green AuFipivus' banks the theme of ſong, 
Where ſhepherds, the whole year, with chaplets green, 
Make vocal while they ſing the ſylvan ſcene. 
DErMoLEON he next pierc'd, whoſe arm of late 
In SiciLy had plied the cus“ weight, 

And Eryx fole exempt, obtain'd the field 

From all that durſt come forth its load to wield. 
To him, as next in rank, ſo next in fate, | 
CRANTOR concluded then his mortal date. 

Vain all his ſtrength, and all his virtue vain 

To turn away the Jance that ſtretch'd him ſlain ; 
His virtue, that of Iate reception gave 

To Hrercvrts, Jove's fon ſo great and brave, 
When to HesPERIA's coaſt the hero came, 


Cacus to puniſh and blot out his name. 


$80 


560 


$70 


MENCERATES 


BOOK XX, TEELEMACHUS: -* 303 


MENCERATES was next ordain'd to feel, 
Down tumbling from his car, the Grecian ſteel: 4 


Not PoLLux of the wreſtler's art knew more, 


But now is both the art and artiſt o'er! 1 
Diſhonour'd, a pale corſe on earth he lies, 4 
And never ending {lumber ſeals his eyes. 4 

PRONE in the battle, fell Hvrocoo then, 1 
Who to the fight had led Saraeia's men. 
'Twas his with dextcrous hand and happy ſkill 1 
To teach the ſtubborn ſteed his maſter's will, 580 1 


To break him to the bit, and bid him bound 
With duly meaſur'd pace that paw'd the ground. 
But now an empty ſhade, thoſe artful hands 
While agoniz'd he rolls, faſt gripe the ſands, | 
His ſpirit, the laſt groan in torture yields, 
Then flits away a ghoſt to PLuTo's fields. 


SUPERIOR in his car, a hero came, 
EURIMEDES the unhappy warrior's name. 
The habiliments his manly body wore 
Were ſpotted with the blood of many a boar, 590 
That on the frigid top of APPENINE, 
His valiant—his ſtrong arm had ſtretch'd ſupine, 
Still more to raiſe his fame, this chief, *tis ſaid, 


Diana, by too fatal paſſion led, 
With 
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With her own art had taught to twang the ſtring, 
And faithfully through air the javelin wing. 
Succeeding him behind, Nic AN DER fell, 

Whom GarGanvus? deep vallies, ſtrange to tell 
Had ſeen a giant belching flame ſubdue ;— 

While by his fide ſoon after falling too, 

Smote in the boſom with a deadly wound, 
Preſs'd ELEANTHOUsS then the enſanguin'd ground: 
To Pho To his {worn vows of love in vain, 


His only bride bed now the reaking plain. 


Dis As TEROUS omen'd maid! from LIRISs flood 
Sad PnoLos firſt deriv'd her virgin blood. 

The afflicted river-god propos'd her charms 

A recompence to crown hzs valiant arms, 

That ſhould deſtroy a venom breathing ſnake, 


Dire ſlaughter of the ſwains, condemn'd to make— 


Dire ſlaughter of the ſwains reſiding near 

His ſore affrighted wave, from year to year; 
And offer'd to whoſe throat, the trembling maid 
Soon at his cavern's mouth was to be laid. 

But touch'd with pious love and truly brave, 

So beautiful a form from death to ſave, 

Young ELtanTHus came, his ſword he drew 


And invocating heaven the monſter flew : 
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Heaven deſtin'd him no more; for full of love 
And vows to ev'ry ruling god above, 620 
While Photon hourly mus'd, and chid away 
Each moment that fore-ran the approaching day, 
Her lover, ſhe was told, had join'd the train 
Led by AprasTvus on the embattled plain, 
That to her love might be encreas'd his claim, 
When he return'd from battle crown'd with fame. 
This early ſhe was told; and ſeiz'd with ſtrong 
Forebodings that his death would chance ere long— 
Forebodings, that each night Sa ruRN TA ſent 
Leſt PfoLOE ſhould ſurvive the dire event, 630 
The day ſhe ſpent in groans—the woods, the plains 
Re-echoed her diſtreſs and plaintive ſtrains ; 
And fearing never now to bind the brows 
Of ELEANT Huus, her late plighted ſpouſe, 
With cruelty ſhe charg'd the Powers above, 
And unpropitious fate decreed her love: 
Nor finiſh'd ſhe, till with ſhort heaving breath 
 SaTuRNIa ſaw the youth fall prone in death, 

And ATRoPos diſpatch'd to end her pain, 
Cutting at once life's weaken'd thread in twain, 640 
'The ſtruggling ſoul flies out, and inſtant join'd 
With ELeaxTrvus* ſhade, proceeds to find 
The tranſports of that ſoft that peaceful ſhore, 
Where thoſe that ſo much love ſhall grieve no more: 
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While chang'd into a fount, the part that died 
Ran down and join'd her mournful father's tide : 
But bitter to the taſte that current flows; 

By the low margin now no herbage grows ; 
Nor tree that yields ſweet ſhade is ever ſeen, 


Save only the ſad cypreſs* ſolemn green. 650 


WuiLE thus death's crue] work, the GRECIAN plies, 
And in its fury bids the battle riſe, 
ADRASTUS is inform'd what numerous bands 
Fall victims to the chief's wide waſting hands, 
Of whom he goes in queſt ; but ſtill, to make 
That ſurer on which all then Jay at ſtake, 
A cohort, firſt ſelected from the hoſt, 
Men, that excell'd in deſperate actions moſt, 
Conſorted round his car, he leads along 


Wherever it tranſpierc'd the hoſtile throng ; 660 


And to whom offers of reward he made, 


If in the fight they gave him but their aid ; 
And for that end, employing every way, 
By ſtratagem or force the youth could lay. 
But the inſidious cohort ſcattering wide, 


PaLLas turn'd all his treacherous aims aſide. 


Tre monarch ſwift directs his ardent way 


A riſing ground to gain, where mix'd in fray 


A crowd 
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A crowd of warriors ſtood, and where he thought, 
Though erring, the young chieftain likewiſe fought. 
The riſing ground he gains ; but finds alone, 

Nes rok, with years inert and heavy grown. 
ADRASTUS, in his rage protends the lance— 

But to the ſpot a PYLIAN troop advance, 

And for their ſovereign careful, round him throw 
Their phalanx to ward off the intended blow. 


wh - . 
THEN once more, from each hoſt, in gathering clouds, 


An iron volley ſent the region ſhrouds. 
The mingled din of arms, and piercing cries 
Of ſufferers mad with anguiſh rend the ſkies. 
Oppreſs'd beneath a pile of dead o'erthro wn, 
Earth heav'd through all her caves a deep fetch'd groan, 
The furious god of war, whoſe cruel ſight 

Feaſts on the bleeding woes that ſpring from fight, 
With garments dipp'd in gore, and by his ſide 
SHE - likewiſe, whoſe foul locks in blood arc dyed, 
BELLoNA ſet the while, impell'd her car, 

Glad to behold both hoſts creation mar. 

All—all was brutal force, revenge, deſpair, 

Dire maſſacre, and cries that rent the air ; 
A ſcene, from which the braveſt turn'd his head ; 
A ſcene, that inly ſhock'd—even PALLAs fled : 
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The unconquerable Maip, herſelf forbore 
The horrid ſcene of death with ſtreaming gore, 
And turn'd away her eye, oppreſs'd to find 


'The various forms of woe decreed mankind. 


Now urging his flow pace, great Pæ Ax's ſon , 
Arm'd with thoſe fatal arrows, ſparing none, 


No ſooner hoary NesToR's danger knew, 
But to his aid, with quicken'd pace he flew : 700 
Him circling, many chiefs, the hope and truſt 
| Of PyLos, ere they preſs'd the enfanguin'd duſt, 
g Fell by Ap RAS TUS' arm; and ftretch*d below 
| Firſt Evs1LAs receiv'd the mortal blow. 
Ah what avail'd it the ſad warrior then, 
That he could vie in ſpeed with other men, 
Or glory that not ſwift EuxoTas* waves, 
Whoſe current his own beauteous region laves, 
Or ALPHnEevus, than EvroTAas much more ſo, 
Down to the deep ſo rapidly could flow, ; 710 
As he attain' the goal, while ſcarce his tread 
Depreſs'd the yielding ſands or poppy's head ? 
EvTiIPHONUS, who equal'd HyLas? grace, 
And with HyeeoLitvus could urge the chace, 
Fell proſtrate in his blood roll'd o'er and o'er, 


For fierce AD RAST S' ſword his navel tore. 
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His triumph more to ſwell, the beauteous boy 
Call'd PTERILAs, by NesToR borne to Troy, 
And who for beauty gain'd AcuiLLIs' love, 
Sunk prone, while in his king's defence he ſtrove. 720 
And laſt of all, beneath his conquering might, 
A wonderous warrior fell renown'd in fight ; 
To whom, with ſecret charm, AcuELous' wave 
The power of putting on each figure gave; 
For in his ſtream, the luſty youth full oft 
Bath'd his tir'd limbs when Pnoesus rag'd aloft. 
Till now, as ſafe in fight, ſo free from fear, 
The uplifted ſword he ſcorn'd and pointed ſpear. 
But with ſuperior ſtrength AprasTus* arm 
Employing but one blow, diſſolv'd the charm : 739 
Down cloven to the waſte, he roll'd along, 
And over his bruis'd body ruſh'd the throng. 


Hrs braveſt captains thus, the PyLian ſeer 

Saw fall beneath ApRASTUS' conquering ſpear : 

As yielding to the reaper's ſtrenuous toil, 

EN N A's exuberant grain beſtrews the ſoil. 

So NesToOR too beheld ApRAsTus' rage, 

And through paternal love no longer ſage, 

His feeble frame expos'd to mark how far'd 

PisIsTRATus, his ſon, who nobly dar'd, 740 
And 
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And from his fire all danger turn'd away; 

But now, at length, was come the unhappy day, 
When, for this darling youth, with anguiſh wrung, 
Life's burthen he ſhould curſe and loathe the ſun. 


Pisis TRATus his lance with fury threw, 
And at AprasTus' heart the weapon flew : 
ji But the directed point AbR Asus ey'd, 

And from the whizzing weapon turn'd aſide: 


Then, while as yet, ſcarce ſtood the monarch's ſon 


Recovering from the force with which he flung, 750 
| | . Himſelf with ſurer aim, his vengeful dart 

| Propell'd, and with it pierc'd the young man's heart, 

| Whoſe entrails through the wound before it came, 

| And the pale hue of death ſuffus'd his frame: 


His governor ſtood near, and through the throng 


To catch him ere he fell, ruſh'd ſwift along: 

Then bore him to his ſire, who ſaw in vain 

His much beloved ſon attempt the ſtrain ; 

For opening his pale lips with earneſt aim, 

To ſpeak ere from his boſom fled life's flame, 760 
The youth had fcarcely ſtrength to heave a groan, 


He gave it—and a ghoſt on earth ſunk prone. 


Write PnutLoCTETES? arm on ev'ry ſide 


Spread round his chariot wheels a purple tide, 


Though 
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Though failing in his aim he ſtrove to ſtay 

ADRASTUS, Who with death mark'd out his way, 

The body of his ſon, ſad PyLos preſs'd, 

Lock'd in his arms, and bleeding on his breaſt. 

« Unhappy ſire, he cried, for ſorrow's rage 

Mark'd out a victim in thy failing age! 770 
Why, fell I not, alas! in OENEUs' fields, 

* Where, in my early prime, with clamorous peals 

The furious boar I chac'd, or when at Trov, 

Arm'd in the field, I loſt my firſt born boy ? 

* Then glorious I had died, nor liv'd to bear 

This aggravated burthen of deſpair. 

Oh more than words can name, or earth has tongues 

* To tell how ye were dear, my ſons, my ſons! 

With honour you are gone, and leave me here 

* In anguiſh to pour out the bitter tear. 780 
* Oh PrisiIsTRATFE, whoſe life was all my joy, 

When thy dear brother I firſt loſt at T ROY, 

To cheer me thou waſt left, but now, I ſee 

My laſt ſupport in ſorrow gone with thee. 

* ANTILOQUUS my fon, and thou no leſs 

« Pirs1$5TRATVs late wont my eyes to bleſs, 

For both, and not one only thus o'erthrown, 

Does my fad ſpirit pour the deep fetch'd groan. 

What piety ſhall now my eye-lids cloſe? 

Who gather up my duſt in death's repoſe ? 790 
* PisISTRATVUS, 
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Pis rs TRATus, my child, as fell before 

* Thy brother in great fight on PRIAM's ſhore, 
With glory thou art gone, and only I 
Thus to ſad Being ſentenc'd, cannot die. 


So ſaying, to deſpair the chief gave way, 


And aiming then a dart himſelf to ſlay, 
With PisisTRATE had died; but thoſe found near 
Were watchful to divert the murdering ſpear. 

This did they in their zeal; but found how vain 
Prov'd all their efforts to aſſuage his pain, 800 
For thus depriv'd of means. to finiſh life, 

Though with himſelf and Being plac'd at ſtrife, 

A torpid ſwoon took place, and death was ſeen 

With its pale hue ſuffuſing his whole mein : 

This noticing, as ſoon they bore the fire 

Thence to his tent, where ſafe he might reſpire: 

But with returning life, he thought again 

To iſſue and rejoin his warrior train, 


If fearful of the event, with pious care 


They had not join'd their ſtrength to hold him there. 810 


But PniLocTETES now, with furious might, 
And ſtern ApRASTus too prepare for fight. 
Their eye-balls ſend out fire, as when with rage 


And crucl hunger ſtung, two beaſts engage; 


Two 
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Two lions, whoſe dread growl and famiſh'd roar 
Re-echoing, ſhake the caves of CAVSTER's ſhore. 
With filent horror ſtruck, on cither ſide, 

Each combatant beholds the warriors ſtride 

In panoply of proof, and every glance 

Smites dreadful while they ſhake the threat'ning lance ; 820 
For now PzonTia's hand the Javelin held, 

That javelin, which, in air with ſtrength impell'd, 
It's deſtin'd aim ne'er miſs'd, or fail'd to wound 
So deeply that in art no cure was found, 

But anxious to keep up the battle's flame, 

MARS to ADpRasTus' ſide immediate came; 

And, with inſidious purpoſe, . inſtant bade 

A ſhadowy lying frame in armour clad, 

Like Pzan's ſon come forward; while from view 
Hid by a veil of clouds he kept the true. 830 
Thus by the god beguil'd, ApRASTus turns 

And to confront a viſion fiercely burns. 

While his ſure dart, PzoNTIA aim'd to throw; 
Much wond'ring wherefore halted thus the foe 

Of his fiat purpoſe ſhort : but ere it ſped 


Felt himſelf wounded in AD RAST Us“ ſtead. 


Fox unobſerv'd, behind the hero, came 


AMepHIMACHUS, a wretch, though fair of frame: 
8 s For 
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Vor his fole merit was the beauteous boat 

Of Nreros, who had fought on Parvcia's coaſt. 
AMPHIMACHUS approach'd behind unſeen, 
Tranſpiercing with ſure hand the warrior's ſpleen ; 
Yet, —{(for ſome godhead turn'd aſide the dart)— 


Touch'd not its well aim'd point one noble part. 


Aus ſuidenly ſurpriz'd, and inly wrung, 
His javelin with ſtrong arm the hero flung, 
Whoſe point the aſſaſſin felt, ere yet his face 
From combat he could turn and leave the place. 
His front the well directed weapon found, 

And driving through the ſkull infix'd a wound. 
Even PzaxN's ſon himſelf relenting view'd 

The body, as it lay in gore embru'd; 

And with him the whole army breath'd a groan, 
Seeing the beauteous youth on earth o'erthrown, 
Roll'd in the duſt, with anguiſh twiſted there, 
And clotted with thick gore his flowing hair, 
Not yielding to thoſe locks, bright god of day, 
Blown round thy forchead when the zephyrs play. 


To PnitocTETES? aid on friendſhip's wing 
ARCHIDAMAS, a youth, ruſh'd ſwiftly in, 
The oppoſing files to pierce, and bear away 


PzoxnTia from amid the bloody fray. 
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ARCHIDAMAS, the bold, on PuRVYGITIA“'s ſtrand, 
The braveſt of OE RBALIA's warrior band, 

At PnuiLocTETEs' fide for ever found, 

Had join'd him to explore ſome foreign ground, 
Some hoſpitable ſoil; and faithful ſtill, 


Stood ready, his lov'd friend to guard from ill. 


Trvs triumph'd for a time the DauxIan king; 
No obſtacle now left, no chief to ſpring 870 
And interrupt his arm, he drives along 
And overthrows in heaps the flying throng : 
The ruin ſwells where'er his flight he wheels; 
As when high riſing o'er extended fields, 
Impatient of reſtraint, with rapid roar, 
A torrent, whoſe broad ſtreams together pour, 
Sweeps every thing away, and whelms or drowns 


With unreſiſted force flocks, men, and towns. 


TELEMACHUS, whilſt thus mix'd ſhouts ariſe, 
With indignation hears the victors' crics, 830 
And ſees the Daux1ax king before him drive 
The remnant that his furious rage ſurvive : 
While through their inmoſt bolom chill'd with fear, 
And jrembling like a herd of timid deer, 
O'er mountains they are urg'd that bound the wave, 
And torrents that deſcending loudly rave, 
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Endeavouring with a ſpeed that mocks the wind, 
Death in the huntſman's ſpear to leave behind, 


Ix agony of ſoul the leader ſighs, 
Impetuous through the ranks he moves, he flies, 890 
The quarter, where fierce war with hoſts of men 
So gloriouſly he wag'd, forſaking then: 
And with rais'd voice a ſhout of battle ſends, 
That ev'ry neighbouring hill and valley rends : 
An echoing peal, than which no deeper ſound 
T HRACE ever ſhook, when dreadful heard around, 
Mars ſummons to his ſide with thundering breath, 
Up from beneath, the furies WAR and DpPATR. 


Tur impious deſpot now endur'd too long, 
While o'er mankind he wav'd the hand of wrong, 990 
The impious deſpot now, with boding ſoul 
Knows he has reach'd his guilty life's Iaſt goal ; 
For ſcarcely in full view before him ſtands, 
Arm'd with the godlike work of Vurcan's hands, 
Ur.yssEs* conquering offspring, but he deems 
That from beneath AverNus? poiſonous ſtreams, 
And PnurEeGETHON's broad waves diſplode the ground, 
With horror on cach fide to cloſe him round. 0 
Precipitate in act, his dart he flings, 
Which through the air its paſſage faintly wings, 910 
While 
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While ITHacvs, of ſoul not like his foe's, 

But fearleſs, his large ſhield before him throws 

To intcrcept the dart; while conqueſt then, 

So favour'd he appear'd of mortal men | 

With wide extended wings, came down to hold, 
And o'er his head. ſuſpend a crown of gold. 

Like PALLas ſelf he ſeem'd, exempt from fear, 
While with his eye he trac'd AbRASTrTus' ſpear, 
Who, leſt the youth in tura his dart ſhould throw, 


And with more certain paſſage, lay him low, 920 
Plucks from its ſheath his now more uſeful blade: 

This likewiſe ſaw the youth, and undiſmay'd, 

His javelin on the ground as uſeleſs threw, 

And from the baldrick pluck'd his falchion too. 


Wur oppoſite were ſeen the chiefs thus met, 
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Exchanging look for look, and threat for threat; 
The reſt, as by conſent, their arms put down, 


Anxious to ſce which chief the day would crown. 


A ſplendor like the light'ning that on high 
Jove's bolt preceding, fires the midnight ſky, 930 
Their flaming falchions beam'd ; and round the field 
An iron tempeſt rang on cither's ſhield. 
The efforts of each art both chiefs in vain 
Long exerciſing, ſtruggle, ſtrive, pant, ſtrain, 
Extended 
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Extended at full length, with hand to hand, 
But footing far remov'd, in turn they ſtand 
In turn too they retreat, now riſe, and now 
Deſcending blows to ſhun their helmets bow. 


Thus vainly they contend; but ſeize at laſt, 


When each the other's frame gripe cloſe and faſt: 


Not faſter to ſome elm the ivy clings, 

When from its root ſhot up that ivy ſprings. 
ADRrasTus had loſt nothing of his might ; 
Nor Irhacus, of his yet reach'd the height: 
Oft tries the DAUNIAN king to overthrow 


By ſtratagem and force his youthful foe ; 


Or ſecks to wreſt his ſword ; when lo, with prayer 


Directed to MIN ERVA's guardian care, 


The GRECIAN, with an arm by heaven made ſtrong, 


Lifts up and throws the chief on earth along. 


Down ruſhes the proud foe, his armour ſounds, 


And the whole plain his thundering fall rebounds. 


Trex firſt, through his whole guilty life's career, 


This ſcorner of the gods began to fear; 

An. at death's terror ſhrinking, thus, with tone 
L«,ccicd and diſmay'd, his fear made known. 
Oh Iruacus', he cries, * *tis now I know 


* 1icaycn's juſtice always ſure though often flow : 
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It's vengeance I deſerve; but oh, fince long 

« Thy father, through ſo many climes urg'd on, 999 
The weight of grief has known, let hrs incline 

* Thy virtue to be behold, and pity mine.“ 


TELEMAcCHvs, who held the dreadful glave 


Then pointed at his throat, this anſwer gave: 


Hes rRNA aſks but peace; her ſons abhor 
* Their brethren's blood to ſhed in horrid war : 
Live therefore and be ſafe; but live to make 
* Confeſſion of your faults for juſtice* ſake: 
c Compenſate for the waſte your war has made, 
And our HzsPERIA's rights no more invade ; 970 
* But once again bid peace her wing diſplay, 
Hence frighted by your arms ſo far away. 
And learn that of a truth the ambitious breaſt 
1s in its boundleſs wiſhes never bleſt. 
As proofs that what you promiſe ſhall be done, 
Give us, with twenty chiefs, your eldeſt fon ; 
* So through both realms, the din of war ſhall ceaſe, 


And homeward our whole hoit depart in peace.“ 


He ſtopp'd; and as himſelf, at all times juſt, 
In his great heart, abhorr'd to lodge diſtruſt, 950 
Stretch'd, 
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Stretch'd, while ApRASTus roſe, his aiding hand, 
That on his feet in ſafety he might ſtand : 

But ſeizing ſuch fit time, AprRasTus drew 

A javelin, by his mail conceal'd from view, 
Whoſe well directed point had ſurely found 

Its paſſage, and infix'd a mortal wound, 

Save only, that the arms, which claſp'd his frame, 
By Vurcan had been forg'd in ſacred flame: 

The traitor ſaw his failure, and in fear, 

Betook him to a poplar growing near. 

Then DauNIANs you behold,* to Daunia's crowd 
TELEMACHUs addreſs'd himſelf aloud, 

That victory is ours, ſince thus difmay*d 

The recreant truſts alone to treaſon's aid.“ 

He faid—an\ to his HuxpreD gave the ſign, 
That their aſſiſting hand with his might Join, 


And tow'rds the tree together cut their way, 


Where the foil'd monarch held their chief at bay. 


He ſaw, and to deſpair thus urg'd at length, 
The SALENTINES attack'd with all his ſtrength : 
But with new fury fill'd, and prompt the while 
Like JueiTER's red bolt hurl'd down on guile, 
TELEMACHUS came on with conquering hand, 
Such as no ſtrength of mortal man could ſtand ; 
And like a fecble ſtem, when o'er it drives 


Fierce BurEAas, that even oaks roots up or rives, 
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A ſecond time he yields; when lifting high 
His falchion—in full view of all then nigh, 
To PLuTo's darkſome ſway and funeral glooms 


His ccnqueror the inſidious monarch dooms. 


He falls; from the wide wound a torrent flows ; 


With agony convuls'd, his laſt breath goes ; 
And his ſoul ſinks to everlaſting woes. 


END OF BOOK XX, 
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The Arrival of Diomep in the Allied Camp. The Requeſt of 
TELEMACHUS 70 aſſiſt him in Misfortune, and endow him with 
4 Portion of the Tyrant's late Poſſeſſion. The Conſent of the 


HESPERIANS;z the Inveſtiture of the Reſt in the Perſon of 
PoLYDAMAS, @a DAUNIAN, and the Departure of TELE- 


MACHUS uitb PHILOCLES and HEGESIPPUS for SALENTUM. 


Scarce breathleſs on the ground fell DA ux Ti A's king, 
Chang'd from himſelf, and now a nameleſs thing, 
But far from letting fall one ſingle tear, 

Sad tribute on their late dead monarch's bier, 
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His people gave a looſe, without alloy 
Of any future dread, to hope and joy ; 
And tender'd the allies a friendly hand, 
In token of firm peace tween land and land. 


Bur Davux1a's rightful heir, AprasTus' ſon, 
Call'd METRoDoRUs, fled, that fate to ſhun, 
Which for good reaſon he welt knew the land, 
Would on his head inflict with vengeful hand, 
Since by a father rear'd in ev'ry wrong, 

His licenſe the whole realm had harraſs'd long. 
Him flying, a free'd ſlave's inſidious knife 
Aſſailing from behind, depriv'd of life, 

And cutting off his head, with hopes full fraught, 
Back to the camp his bleeding trophy brought : 
But ſhuddering at the unparalleled foul deed, 

The kings doom'd ſuch a ſcelerate to bleed, 

Who for the ſake of gold, with hand prophane, 
Had his liege lord and kindly maſter ſlain, 


Bor the heart-moving fight, ULyssEs* ſon 
Scarce keeping down a tear, eflay'd to ſhun. 
Oh miſery}? he exclaim'd, what certain bane 
« Fills not the cup of thoſe reſerv'd to reign | 
For o'er the reſt the higher ſtill their place, 


The lower oft they plunge into diſgrace : 
| Tt 
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Such METRODPORUS, thou thy fate haſt found; 

As would myſelf, by flatterers circled round, 

* If the all ruling gods, — (and bleſt be they 

That o'er men's heads exert ſuch wholeſome {way ),— 


* 


Had not vouchſat'd, to curb my youth's ſtrong rage, 


« Misfortunes and great NesToe''s counſel ſage. 


THe ſingle terms of peace by Daunra ſought 
Was that, by grinding tyranny thus taught; 
Him they might chuſe moſt fit to be their king, 
That o'er the land would ſtretch his healing wing, 
And with ſoft mercy while he held the reins, 
Wipe from their crown its long contracted ſtains. 
They prais'd heaven's bounty for their tyrant's fall ; 
One ſingle bleſſing, but comprizing all. 
Thus periſh'd, and at once, the power of late 
Threatening through all Hes?eR1ia every ſtate ; 
A moment work'd its doom: it lay along 
Like ſome proud battlement that vaſt and ſtrong 
Bids fair to awe the land ; but ſapp'd below 
By miners, in their work ſecure, though flow, 
In ſudden ruin finks, and wide around | 
Spreads a mix'd maſs of matter o'er the ground. 
Preſumptuous long within they mock the toil, 
Induſtriouſſy applied to mine the foil ; 
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While nought above ſeems feeble but entire, 

And with ſecurity their walls aſpire. 

Till furtively draws on the hour at length 
Expoſing the vain boaſt of human ſtrength : 

The ſubterranean cave at once gives way, 

And ruſhing to their fall depriv'd of ſtay, 

They tumble with loud noiſe, nor leave one ſtone, 


To render their late name and being known. 


Now waſting with ſwift courſe one grateful night, 
The chiefs forgot their toils of bloody fight ; 
And with the early dawn of day again, 
In their late tent were met the aſſociate train: 


Revolving with each other in debate, 


What monarch ſhould be deign'd the Dauntan ſtate: 


While waiting their reſolves in friendly ſort, 
Together mix'd both hoſts in full reſort, 

No lon er urging now their mutual wrong, 

But like ſo many brothers made one throng. 

Yet to the council, could not NesToR go, 
Preſs'd as he was beneath a load of woe; 

Woe, heavicr made by age, while pang on pang 
Of reaſon diſpoſſeſs'd the godlike man. 

Dejected like ſome flower his head he hung, 
Whoſe dew-beſprinkled charms, at early ſun 
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Glow'd beauteous in their prime, the brighteſt found 
Of all earth's painted tribes wide ſcatter'd round: 
But drench'd with flowing rains at ſetting day, 
When its late opening charms have paſs'd away. 

So look'd in his diſtreis, ſo mourn'd, fo ſeem'd, 
Great NRSTOR, from whoſe eyes a torrent ſtream'd. 
With Pis1STRATE was fled ſoft ſleep, whoſe balm 
All tortures but of guilt avails to calm. 

To his ſore labouring ſenſe, the chearful day, 
Whoſe progreſs men would check, ſcarce roll'd away. 
All nouriſhment he loath'd, and long'd alone 

To view the realms beneath and PLuTo's throne, 
Thick planted round with groves, that rais'd on high, 
O'erſhade the filent region far and nigh, 

And the departed JusT well pleas'd behold, 
Eternally enjoy their days of gold. | 

In vain did many a friend, to calm his ſoul 

Urge balmy conſolation's ſoft controul : 

His ear refus'd the ſtrain, like men oppreſs'd 

With ſickneſs, who the choiceſt meat deteſt, 

And to thoſe gather'd round him, only ſighs, 

And boſom rending groans, were his replies: 

Save that at times indeed, when left alone, 

Thus would he vent his grief, with piteous tone: 
Oh Pis1STRATE, my ſon, my fon, thrice dear! 


Oh PisisTRATE, thy voice methinks I hear: 
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It calls me; and I haſte thy ſhade to join 

In the bleſt realm of ſpirits made divine. 

For ſweeten'd is my fate, ſince thou ere this 

« Haſt by thy virtue gain'd the abode of bliſs. 
And ſaving this one bleſſing, dear, dear ſon, | 
In its diſtracted ſtate, my heart needs none.” 
Thus, in his tent, apart, the reverend man 
Full often his complaining ſtrain began, 

But, ſtopping ſhort at one—(ſuch varied ſway 
| Bore that diſtreſs which render'd him its prey 
Repreſſing as with death his ebbing powers) 
Would in deep ſilence paſs away whole hours, 


110 


Tnvs he; while for debate, the chiefs that ſhar'd 
HrsPERIA's various realms, were now prepar'd : 
But for TELEMACHUs, ſince firſt they met 
Expecting his approach, had long been ſet. | 
TELEMACHUS, who then with pious care —_ 
O'er PisISTRATE's dead corſe, all pale and bare, 120 5 
Stood weeping, ere for burial rites the ſhade | | 
Was on the bier in decent order laid. | | 
Forth uttering many a groan, he ſtrew'd it o'er h 
With aromatic plants, a copious ſtore, 
And others, that the occaſion ſuited well, i 
While in the work his tears abundant fell, 
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* Lov'd partner,' he began, companion dear, 
Whom lately I ſcarce dreamt of meeting here, 
« Friend precious to my ſoul, that happy day 
Never ſhall from my heart be done away, 130 
When we firſt met at PyLE, and where cloſe join'd, 
Thy father's regal court thou left'ſt behind, | 
And full of generous friendſhip, hand in hand 
Went with me to Laconia's kindly ſtrand. 
A thouſand cares, with goodneſs deign'd me all, 
+ Ere ſafely we attain'd the SpARTAN wall, 
« And afterwards as well, thy bounty ſhow'd, 
* That by the way and there ſuch love beſtow'd. 
* Sincerely—yea heaven knows—lſincerely thee 
« Pi(s1STRA Tus I lov'd, as thou didſt me. 140 
« Thy valour too, brave youth, and warlike fire 
* Urging thee on to emulate thy fire, 
« Admiring I beheld when late the fight 
* Bore witneſs to thy great—thy matchleſs might. 
* While ſpringing with thy youth, the world in thee 
Talents that riper years might boaſt could ſee; 
* And, that time's progreſs brilliant would have made 
Not leſs than thoſe thy fire has long diſplay'd : 
Yes, much lamented youth, thy manly ſenſe 
* Sage conduct, and ſoft flowing eloquence, 150 
Already had begun to raiſe in fame, 
* Through every diſtant zone thy noble name. 


Inſinuation's 
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© Infinuation's arts, but void of guile— 

Inſinuation, ſoft as ſoftening oil, 

Which nothing can reſiſt, *twas thine to boaſt, 

* And in fierce fight thyſelf wert half a hoſt, | 

Since, in thy heart, appear'd attemper'd force | 

Not hazarding all acts with headlong courſe, 

But undiiturb'd and calm, when moſt were found 

* Dangers and death encompaſſing thee round. 60 

* Taught by a careful fire from day to day, 

In every point thou knew'ſt the ſecret way 

* To mitigate the rage of other men, | 

* And into peace their ſouls melt down agen : 

For did PisisrRATUS but ſpeak—then All 

* Attended while thy lips the ſtrain let fall ; 

* Since to our chiefs ſo highly wert thou dear, 

© That with beguil'd attention they gave ear ; 

« Convinc'd that thy wiſe breaſt no ſingle ſtrain 

Whatever was the theme, could urge in vain. 170 

What loſs have we not borne ſince yeſter-ſun, Ul 

« Now veil'd as if this ſight diſpos'd to ſhun ; 

« ] ſee, I ſee, alas! the generous friend, [ 

His body, a pale ſhade on earth extend! | 1 

Oh had but fate relenting ſpar'd thy breath, 1 
« Till reverend NESTOR's eyes were clos'd in death, 1 

« He would not be condemn'd to ſee what now 

With ſorrow to the earth his head muſt bow.” | 
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So ſaying, at command the minſtrels bring 
Their cruſes from the clear tranſlucent ſpring : 
With heavy heart-felt ſighs and anguiſh wrung, 
His charitable hands, Urvsses* ſon 
Puts forth to cleanſe the corſe, then haſtes to ſpread 
With ornaments of gold a purple bed. 
Where having plac'd the dead, he bids the train, 
Moving to harmony's ſoft ſolemn train, 
Conduct it to the pile, whoſe gathering flame 


Was kindled to conſume the mournful frame. 


DECLINING on one fide appear'd his head, 


Of every ſtay depriv'd when life firſt fled. 


So looks ſome ruin'd elm-tree, and ſo lies 
Stretch'd on the ground with trunk, of ample ſize, 
That a large tract late cloath'd with ſacred ſhade, 
And in the pride of leaf its top diſplay'd; 

But by ſome ruſtic fell'd, with all his ſtrength, 


Down on the ground, at laſt extends its length: 


To earth it cleaves no more ; but lies half dead, 


And the thick foliage that each bough o'erſpread, 
While at the root it drank the freſh'ning dews, 
Now, the bare earth beneath, its ruin ſtrews. 


So on the bier outſtretch'd, ſeem'd NzsToR's ſon, 


Exe yet a third part of his life was run. 
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Slow move, with ſolemn tread, a Pytiax band, 
Trailing the inverted lance with trembling hand, 
And heaving many a ſigh; and many a tear 
Shedding on their departed chieftain's bier. 

The kindled pile they reach; the lifeleſs ſhade 
Stretch'd on the top in mournful tate is laid; 

His frame the fuel waſtes, and what it leaves 
Collected from the pile an urn receives, 210 
Which ITHacus, whole care for all provides, 

To ALcevs, his late tutor's charge, confides. 
Keep carefully, he cried, and dropp'd a ter 
While he addreſs'd the ſympathizing ſecr, 

Theſe reliques of the youth, which lately you, 


Good ALcEvus, with that love which was his duc, 


So tenderly brought up. The precious ſtore 


a 


Keep by you till his father's griet is o'er.” 


He ſaid, and with an aſpe&t now ſerene, 
Since lighten'd of his load, forſook the ſcene, 2.20 
Repairing to the tent where lately met, 
To fill AprRasTvus? place, the chiefs were ſet. 
He enter'd and to hear the intended ſtrain, 
While bluſhing he eſſay'd to ſpeak in vain, 
Deep filence huſh'd them all; at which the ſon 
Born to ULyssEs could leſs uſe his tongue, 
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MEeANnTIME their praiſe they pour'd on every deed 


Late witnefs'd, when he made ſo many bleed; 


But moſtly, when by love fraternal ſway'd, 


To P:isISTRATE that love ſuch rites had paid. 


His ſpirit *twould have pleas'd, from every eye 


To hide where no obſerver might be by : 


Nor knew he how to meet the aſſembly's view; 


Or what he ought to think, or ſay, or do; 


Till finally he pray'd, that henceforth none 


His trouble would encreaſe with flatiery's tongue: 


4 
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Not,” went he on, dear friends, that praiſe I ſcorn 
From ſuch as by their worth their place adorn : 
But that I fear, ar not without juſt cauſe, 

That ſhould I now give ear to your applauſe, 

My love of ſuch applauſe might daily grow, 

And in the end my heart with pride o'erflow. 
Praiſe, whether it be falſe or whether true, 

To arrogance addreſs'd, or urg'd where due, 
Seems different but in name; and they, whoſe ear 
Moſt flatterers with inſidious ſtrain draw near, 
Proud potentates I mean, are thoſe we find 

Who by their actions moſt diſgrace mankind. 

Say therefore, my lov'd friends, can flattery pleaſe 
That ranks me while addreſs'd with one of theſe ? 
No more then ply this theme while I am near; 
For who deſerve the praiſe they with to hear?” 
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His modeſt plea thus urg'd, ULvssts* ſon 
Sat ſilent, nor to each applauding tongue 
Still reſolute to pay its large acclaim, 
One oblervation or reply would frame. 
Yet therefore, was not leſs their praiſe expreſs'd, 
But in each other's ear they told the reſt, 
Well knowing what his pious care had done 


At the funercal pile for NESTOR's ſon. 260 


* Brave is he,” went they on, , and prudent too; 
While to the gods he bends with reverence due. 
* His virtue o'er mankind exalts his ſtate ; 
Vet this ſhould we eſteem as only grea?, © 
* And dwelling on his worth, be ſtruck alone 
© With wonder, while his deeds that worth made known; 
* But adding to the praiſe, as brave we find 
* As gentle and humane his bounteous mind. 
His boſom the ſoft ties of friendihip knows, 
For he can deeply feel for others' woes ; 270 
And thus, is he the joy of all that ſhare 
With him the bliſs of breathing vital air.“ 


THEY ccas'd; on which began the long debate, | 
Reſpecting what concern'd the DAUNIAN tate, 
And this was the reſolve decreed by moſt, 1 
Then ſeated in the grand conſulting hoſt : 

Impartially 
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Impartially to lot the conquer'd land, 
As portions for the chief of every band. 
A province they decreed ULyssEs' ſon; 
Thus crowning what in fight his arm had done. 230 
Akros, that province ſo decreed, by name, 
For paſture, flocks, and men, well known to fame; 
And in the year twice teeming with the ſtore 
Of Ceres? golden produce that it bore ; 
With bluſhing Baccuvs? grapes, and olives fair, 
Fruit claiming the bright Ma1p's peculiar care; 
This ſpacious land, they ſaid, * within whoſe bounds 
* Sits plenty, and the happy region crowns, 
Soon will conſole you for your native land, 
* Uncultivated fields and rocky ſtrand : 290 
* Give over then the hope for which your ſighs 
Are wafted from day's dawn till evening's riſe, 
Of ever ſeeing more return'd in peace, 
The pride, as was your fire, of gazing GREECE. 
« CarnaRrevs? ſtormy main work'd up to ire 
Long fince muſt have o'erwhelm'd the illuſtrious fire, 
And NavPLivs* vengeful mind, at NeeTuNE's will, 
For PALAMEDES? ſentence had its fill. 
« Him therefore ſeek no more, nor yet the dame, 
Who though till brightly burns her firſt pledg'd flame, 300 
To other nuptials forc'd, but loathing life, 


* Has long ago become a ſecond wife.” 


lle 
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He ended; while the youth, with ſtedfaſt face 
Gave ear; but neither TyHEs$ALY nor THRACE, 
Regions of harden'd rocks, that all the year 
Their ſnow inveſted precipices rear, 

More ſenſeleſs could have .prov'd to the deſpair 
Of lovers, on their knees bent down in pray'r. 


Warren firmly he replied: * Nor wealth, nor ſtate, 
* Have, in my thoughts, what men ſhould reckon great: 310 
* For ſay, what gains a king, who rais'd to boaſt 
* A ſpacious tract of land and numerous hoſt, 
In ſuch high eminence of grandeur glares ;— 
What gains he, I repeat, but added cares? 
* Sure, no one will man's life fo bleſs'd ſuppoſe, 
* Lite in the faireſt view condemn'd to woes, 
That leſt the cup his ſenſe too greatly pleaſe, 
Grandeur ſhould be thrown in that wreck of eaſe. 


* Trnost ſhepherds, who, to gain life's needful means, 
Some rigid maſter ſerve in ſylvan ſcenes ; 320 
And therefore, who not eat but guard with care, 

As well beneath the night as noon-tide air, 

From the fierce wolf their flocks, will ſcarce eſſay 

The ſheep of other folds to bear away 

For not to name the crime of ſuch increaſe, ; 
Such act would but the more abridge their peace. 
When, 
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When, therefore, my long travel's toil is o'er, 
Content let me enjoy my native ſhore : 

For if I juſtly rule, a glory ſure 

Sufficient muſt my empire there procure. 

But why, on that word empire dwells my ftrain, 
As if I only wiſh'd at length to "reign ; 


So ſpeed, ye gods, the chief who gave me breath, 


Whom ſhould ye not, myſelf muſt mourn till death, 


That ſafe from every dark complotter's ſword, 
And to his wife, ſon, kin, and friends, reſtor'd, 
His throne he may poſleſs to life's laſt ſtage, 
And willing hoſts command with empire ſage ; 
While ſubje&t with the reſt, and proud alone 
The virtues to obſerve that grace his throne, 
Thoſe paſſions I may quell that break man's reſt, 
And with ſweet peace repleniſh my whole breaſt, 


* YET graciouſly, ye chiefs, that thus attend 

To my unſkilful ſtrain, ſtill condeſcend ; 

And notice what even yet ULysses? ſon 

Would utter; for heaven ſurely prompts my tongue. 
If, in this day's great buſineſs truly wile, 

Aad guided by that God who rules the ſkies, 

On DauNn1a you confer a monarch juſt, 

With virtue he will fill the ſacred truſt, 
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Inſtructing thoſe he rules, how bleſt a thing 
Concord muſt prove with every neighbour-king ; 
And how each curſe that heaven yet ever ſent, 
Or from its ſtores can. draw, on vengeance bent, 
That potentate will feel, who with ſtrong hand 
Would enter, and lay waſte another's land, 
ADRASTUS, who, by power his ſeat firſt gain'd, 
Blind as he was, this ſaw not while he reign'd : 
And therefore, will his ſubje& hoſt, tis plain, 
Bleſs ardently this king's more righteous reign, 360 
And, once more a free. people, owe to you 
Whatever boon they taſte in flavery's lieu. 
Thus circumſtanc'd, ſhall gratitude's ſtrong rein, 
Keep them from war with ſuch good friends again : 
Whereas, with confidence on tis depend, 
That if, as may be done, the realm you rend, 
Thoſe ills that you prepare for DAuxTA's ſtate, 
Juſt compenſation | will your own await. 


Fon to deſpair compell'd, the Dauniax train 

Will with your lands commence the war again ; 370 
While hoſtile to each act of tyrant kind, | 
Heaven's powers, in their juſt ſcheme of vengeance join'd, 
Combat againſt your cauſe; and who, that here 

Sits liſtening, needs be told his cauſe of fear, 


XK x * Should 
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Should bfit thoſe heav'nly Powers their wrath oppoſe, 
Inimically join'd with human foes ? 
* Your ruin will be ſure, whate'er your might, 


* 


Great wiſdom in debate and ſtrength in fight, 
And when your names are mention'd, thus ſhall cry, 
Each nation of the earth with ſcornful eye'— 380 


A 


i« Are theſe then, yea even theſe, are theſe the men, 
Who, arrogant of late, ſince victors then, 
Would have oppreſs'd their kind, and now, behold, 
They fly before a few, no longer bold?” 


* 'This, this is what the gods, in vengeance juſt, 


« 


And cruſhing the proud props of human truſt, 
Have uniformly done, and ſuch a fate 


* 


Draw down upon themſelves the proudly Great. 


Think likewiſe, that if piece-meal now you tear, 

* And, as ſpoil among you, DAuNIA ſhare, 290 
New ſtrength, by ſuch an act, you give the power 

Fall'n when AprasTvus met his fatal hour: 

While yours, not like the tyrant's, but deſign'd 


From ſervitude's hard yoke to free mankind, 


* An odious thing will ſeem; and curſing then 

* Thoſe ſpirits forging chains for freeborn men, 

With reaſon on their fide, the world at large 

Thus viewing you- profane your ſacred charge, 

To every thing you do, the tyrant aim 

Of. deſpots will object, and blot your fame. 400 


But 
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But let us go ſtill further; and ſuppoſe 
* That none will dare come forth acknowledg'd foes, 
Vet of yourſelves, yourſelves will be the bane, 


* Yes, princes—for {till hear while I explain. 


Bz ſure then, that the league ſubſiſting now, 
* And in heaven's ſight confirm'd by many a vow, 
* Muſt very ſhortly ceaſe; for tell me, friends, 
If of all juſtice you deſpiſe the ends, 
How will you fatisfy the unbounded claim 
* That in your pact, ſome chief perhaps may frame, 410 
* When to the lot you come, and Daunia's land 
* Is ſunder'd, to ſuffice ſo large a band ? 
* Who doubts, but that each chief would think his ſhare 
* Some reference to his dignity ſhould bear ? 
Which then among you all, here, ſtands poſſeſs'd 
© Of power that can pretend to lead the reſt, 
And without cauſing diſcord, force their voice 
* On either fide pronounc'd, to make the choice ? 
Hence will flow in, of war the fertile ſource ; 
War, henceforth to be wag'd with brutal force; 420 
War, which your ſons will ſuffer in their times; 
War, that will ſpread its ills through numerous climes. 
Oh princes! oh my friends] yourſelves muſt own 


« Self intereſt to my boſom here unknown: 
X x 2 Still, 
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Still, therefore, with wont condeſcenſion hear 
One, who though not much taught, yet void of fear, 
Within him cannot keep what truth this day, 
Enables, nay even prompt his tongue to ſay!' 


WulILE ITHacvs thus ſpake; and not in vain, 
Pour'd the unfaltering heaven-imparted ſtrain, 
An undiſtinguiſh'd noiſe of hoſtile kind 
Roſe, as from bands of men in conflict join'd : 
Scarce was it heard at firſt; but gathering ſtrength. 
The ſtartled ſynod's ear attain'd at length : 
To whom, while in the afſembly ſat not one 
But doubted what might mean this brawl begun, 
CALLIMACHUS, the ſacred man, appear'd, 
And herald of the immortals, thus was heard : 


A ſtranger to your coaſt,” he ſaid, is come, 
Who of his friends on ſhip-board landing ſome, 
Strides forward from the ſhore, devoid of fear, 


Impatient, as he fays, to greet you here. 
The aſpect of a god this ſtranger bears, 
Though with the mark of many ſuffer'd cares. 


When touching at the beach, he put on ſhore 

His well ſelected force, and ſtrode before, 

Forth iſſuing from the camp, your troops. ruſh'd on, 
The landing to prevent of ſuch a throng : 
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© But he the while unmov'd with dauntleſs view, 
« And for defence prepar'd, his falchion drew, 
Vet vow'd that he had ſought for peace alone 

* Their region, long ſince baniſh'd from his own, 
Then, calling on the gods to prove him true, 

* An olive branch he held for all to view. 

* Thus humbly he addreſs'd, yet void of fear, 

* When pacihed as foon, the throng gave ear, 
And anſwering his requeſt for leave to fling 
His perſon on the ground before their king, 
By generous pity ſway'd, the numerous crowd 

* Now uſher him along with phudits loud, 

* That here, before you all, the ſuffering chief 
His ſorrows may recount and gain relief !? 


CALLIMACHUS ſcarce ceas'd, when lo! was ſeen 
Juſt entering, the great gueſt of godlike mein. 
Surpriz'd at what they ſaw, the regal throng 


Gaz'd ardent on his face and view'd it long ; 
Conceiving they beheld the towering god | 
Of battles, whoſe ſtern voice and dreadful nod, | 
In the deep wilds of THRACRE, on every hill, 


His followers, that the echoing region fill, 470 | 
Hear ſummon them to arms and ruſh along, 


Cloſe banded in thick files a mighty throng. 


On 
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On you, exclaim'd the chief, collected here 
As paſtors of the people you hold dear, 
* Attend to what a wretched outcaſt man, 
* Urg'd by hard fate ſince firſt his life began, 
Would to this conſiſtory humbly ſay, 
And caſt not my remaining hopes away. 
EToL1ia was my place; and there, with fame, 
As all men that ere knew my once great name 480 
Can witneſs for my truth, I rul'd around 
* The wide extended realm with glory crown'd. 
But, for that PowER, engender'd on the ſea, 
« Beauty's immortal queen, affail'd by me; 
And wounded in the fight, a daring deed, 
But which Minerva (of like ſacred ſeed) 
* Inſpir'd me to accompliſh, and employ 
My fury on the dame that fought for Troy, 
For this, heaven's outcaſt made, and far from home, 
« A fugitive o'er carth's wide face I roam ; 490 
For NEPTUNE, in whoſe ear, the plaintive ſtrain 
Love's mighty goddeſs never pour'd in vain, 
* To raging winds and waves a dreadful prey, 
Has render'd up my fleets from day to day. 
This, anxious to perform, the cruel Fair, 
« Relentleſsly diſpos'd, and deaf to prayer, 
Has baffled the ſweet hopes I cheriſh'd long 
Of viſiting once more my ſubject throng, 


C And 
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* And that dear native realm, whoſe kindly womb 

* I thought, when I expir'd, would be my tomb, 900 
* No, never the great Ty DRUs' offspring more 

His rightful throne ſhall ſee or native ſhore, 

is therefore I am here, eſcap'd in vain, 

* Should you, alas, reject my ſuppliant ſtrain; 

If then, one righteous god, my friends, you fear, 

One, to whole breaſt the ſtranger's weal is dear, 

* That tribute I implore, refuſe me not, 

But with compaſſion lighten my hard lot. 

* Some portion grant me here, ſome gloomy wild, 

Where nature's kindly eye yet never ſmil'd; 510 
Some wilderneſs or ſand, to ſhelter there 

* Thoſe partners my few barks unwreek'd ſtill bear. 

« A corner we but aſk, that never knew 

The ploughſhare, and is uſeleſs quite to you: 

But this alone to gain, ourſelves we bind 

* Your empire to ſupport, like brothers join'd, 

* Your foes to reckon ours, and only claim 


Life, and the laws that from our fathers came.“ 


Tux ſuffering monarch ceas'd; and ceaſing faw— 
(For looking if his words avail'd to draw $20 
Compaſſion from the throng, his anxious view 


Surveying each in turn, around he threw), 
From 
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From ITwuacus' full eye the generous tear 

Forth burſting, while a ſigh aſſail'd his ear. 

When the great ſufferer entering, bath'd in tears, 

Thoſe griefs began to tell that bow'd his years ; 

He thought, or rather wiſh'd, that ſuch a man 

Might be the chief from whom his life began. 

But hardly had he heard the well known name 

Of Typus, from whoſe loins Typipes came, * 530 
But inſtantly he chang'd, as droops the flower 
That blooming when firſt wakes the morning hour, 
Experiences at noon the north wind's breath, 

And ſickens with the blaſt of ſudden death. 
Deſpondingly thus look'd ULyssEs? ſon, 

And ere his ſtory DromMeD had done, 

When of his 'vengeful foe the beauteous dame, 

In Cyyrvus? iſle ador'd, he heard the name, 

Then fully recollecting every woe 

Himſelf had been ſo long reduc'd to know, 

All flowing from like cauſe, the youth reſign'd 
To ſympathetic tenderneſs his mind. 


540 


Tears mingled with a pleaſure, that none know, 
Save the magnanimous, began to flow : 

And riſing from his ſeat, in haſte he ran, 
Addrefling while he claſp'd the godlike man: 


© BLEST 
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* BlreEsT moment !* he exclaim'd, in me, in me, 
The ſon of your ULysses, here you ſee ; 
Of him, who gave you aid that glorious night 
When Ruexsvs, the proud king, ſo fam'd for fight, 5350 
* You ſlaughter'd in his tent, and bore away 
* Thoſe courſers whoſe bright hue effac'd the day. 
Since my dear fire firſt left the TRO]I AN ſtate, 
An equal lot with your's has been his fate: 
* Equal, but yet not worſe; for prove not vain 
* Thoſe cracles promulg'd on PLuTo's plain, 
And in his bark he cleaves Pf ACLA's ſca, 
* Reſpiring ſtill heaven's breath, but not for me. 
* To find him, I have left my native ſtrand, 
And every ocean ſearch'd, and every land; 560 
Though ſearching it in vain ; for ſuch my fate, 
* Doom'd as I am to bear heaven's utmoſt hate, 
Him neither can I find, nor yet explore 
© The way to my long loſt, and long ſought ſhore. 
Judge therefore by my woes, what cauſe have I 
« Inly to grieve and weep for thoſe that ſigh? 
« Bleſt cauſe however; for if this alone 
This bleſſing men acquir'd who forrowing groan 
That from their grief, compaſlion's ſenſe they gain'd, 
« Touch'd to behold their fellow creatures pain'd, 570 
* That ſurely were enough to ſoothe thoſe ills 
« Whoſe bitter whoſe harſh draft life's portion fills, 
Yy * Though 
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* Though equally with you myſelf am here 
A ſtranger, yet brave chief to me moſt dear, 
(since often have I heard, what matchleſs might 
* TyDpipEs has evinc'd in dreadful fight), 
* For all pronouncing here, I dare this day 
* Make promiſe of whate'er you come to pray. 
* Theſe princes are your friends, though ſtrange it ſeem, 
Nor can they but as ſuch Typipes deem; 580 
* And in their love and ſorrow join to ſhow, 
+ What pity to the oppreſs'd all monarchs owe. 
* Misfortunes with new luſtre crown the fame 
Ok mortals, who poſſeis the nobleſt name; 
For ſomething muſt they want, while heaven denies 
« Thoſe trials that make men both good and wile. 
Leave once more then to us the grateful taſk 
Of holding forth that aid you come to aſk ; 
Ves, DiomeD, to us, who think that hey 
Exerting o'er men's fate unerring ſway, 
Have ſent you to this coaſt oppreſs'd with ill, 
* That they may know how. we our charge fulfil : 590 
And to afflicted virtue ſuccour lend, ä 


Virtue, which when thus prov'd, themſelves befriend.? 


WaiLe ITHacus thus ſpoke, Typipes felt 
His boſom with affection's fervour melt. 
Then folding in his turn ULVSsESs' ſon, 


As if from his own bowels he had ſprung, 


The 
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The likeneſs of his friend he claſp'd and bleſs'd, 

While a fond fire's emotions fill'd his breaſt. 

Oh ſpringing to that chief, that virtuous man, 

(Tvpipes to the youth, o'erjoy'd began), 600 
* Once told among my friends, in you, in you 

His dignity of port confeſs'd I view. 

His voice, I think, I hear, that roll'd along 

Its periods to delight the attentive throng ; 


And, in the ſon, behold by what ſure way 


His father could ſucceed men's minds to ſwav.” 


Now foremoſt of the hoſt, Po ON TIA ſprung 
With ardour to embrace great Typrvus' ſon ; 
Who, though his friend when entering he deſcried, 
Full credence to his ſight at firſt denied ; 610 
Till perfectly convinc'd, he burnt, he ran 
Tranſported to embrace the godlike man. 
Their ſalutation o'er, each chief in turn, 
While both alike gave ear with kind concern, 
Related the ſad ſufferings he had paſs'd, : 
With circumſtances told from firſt to laſt ; 
And ceaſing, to his friend great Tyngus* ſon, EX 
Theſſalian Pyu1L.ocTETES thus begun— 


* UNdoUBTEDLY, you would behold with joy, 
Sage Ns rok,“ ſaid the chief, ſo great at Troy, 620 


LY 2 * 'Thence 
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* Thence brought by adverſe fate, the good old man 
Is with us, but ſince yeſter-morn began, 

* PisISTRATVUS has loſt his only ſon, 

« Slain in the field ere half his race was run; 
And now, to his tir'd foot is left alone 

A miſerable path with thorns o'ergrown, 

Till from this world of ſorrow, fate's kind hand 
Shall ſafely waft him o'er to PLuTo's ſtrand. 
Come, therefore, and ſuch comfort as a friend 
Knows only how to give, this moment lend; 630 
For like himſelf unhappy, you muſt know 

The ſpeedy, the ſure way to ſoothe his woe.“ 


THis ſaying, to the tent, his friend he led, 
Where mourning his ſon's breath untimely fled, 
And fix'd in filent ſorrow, PyLE ſcarce knew 
The chieftain, when at entrance near he drew ; 
So much had grief his faculties depreſs'd, 

And blunted the keen ſenſe he once poſleſs'd ! 

At firſt, the generous chief, with anſwering tears, 

Wept o'er his ſorrows with this man of years ; 640 
Yet of his love, the office tried in vain, 

Since only it increas'd the ſenior's pain : 

But, by degrees, the preſence of this friend 

Contributed his grief of ſoul to end; 


And 
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And plainly was it ſeen by thoſe around 
The ſuffering monarch's couch, what joy he found 
In telling Typevs' ſon his life's mix'd woes, 


And hearing Typus' ſon his own diſcloſe, 


Bur ITHacus meanwhile, in ſage debate 
Still fitting with the reſt of royal ſtate, 
And urging what ſeem'd beſt that day to do, 
Though diffident, yet firm, began anew : 
This ſynod,* were his words, '* ſo truly wiſe, 
* And to diſtreſs benign, might I adviſe, 
* TypIiDEs his ſtrong ſuit vouchſaf'd ſhould find, 
And ArPpos be the land his part aſſign'd 
* While leaving free the reſt, as once ſo ſtill, 
* PoLyDAMAs we call its throne to fill. 
But touching this ſame object of my ſuit, 
* Since you enquire by looks, yourſelves though mute, 
Hear patiently the reſt, and let a tale 
Told me by certain Dauxtans now avail.” 


© PoLYDAMAS, ſo fit,” © theſe Dauntans ſaid,” 
In empire to ſucceed ApRasTvus dead, 
„Was a great heroe, whoſe renown in fight, 
+ Dimm'd of our greateſt chiefs the greateſt might: 
Yet did the king refuſe to call in aid 
His valour, though long warfares he had made ; 
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«« Leſt in men's notions, he might win that fame 
“ Sought by himſelf with avaricious claim.” 

* Then ſaid they, that? AprasTvus' martial rage 
„Full often he had check'd with counſel ſage, 

« Shown that on juſtice' ſide, a monach's mind 

„ Repeatedly pledg'd oaths ſhould ſtrictly bind, 

* And caution'd him at leaſt, not madly brave, 

« To throw away that being he ſhould ſave.” 


Thus, often would PoLypamas draw near, 


670 


And with good counſel fill Ap RASTus' ear; 


But he, by long ſucceſs made vain and proud, 

(Happier had grief the while his ſpirit bow'd), 680 
Deſpis'd the honeſt ſtrain, ſo heaven ſevere 

Turns often to a curſe our wiſhes here. 

« That? *©+* notwithſtanding ; this, the chief untir'd, 

« Still check'd his maſter's deeds by guilt inſpir'd, 

„ Till wearied with that zeal which made him one 

«« Diſpleafing to the man who truth would ſhun, 


« ApRASTUsS ſhook him off; forbid, on pain 


* 


«« Of exile, to draw near his court again, 
„And left to draw hard breath in ſcenes obſcure, 
«« Weigh'd down with every want that wrings the poor.” 690 


* THaT? loaded with diſgrace, his king at firſt, 
Ine incens'd POLYDAMAS too raſhly curs'd ; 


But 
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cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


* 


But that great joy ſoon after fill'd the ſage, 

Reflecting he had felt misfortune's rage; 

Since thereby he had learn'd the only way 

To ſuffer what they will, who all things ſway ; 

They, who commit no wrong, ſince in his mind 

Foſt'ring the virtues thus of private kind, 

Richer was he become than ſuch as court 

Men's notice, and obtain fair fame's report : 700 
While undiſturb'd flows on his preſent life, 


From faithleſs men remov'd, and ſcenes of ſtrife.” 


* This, princes, I o'erheard, and with it too,” 


cc 


cc 


ce 


cc 


ce 


«c 


«£6 


That ever ſince retir'd from public view, 
And happy to enjoy his private lot, 
The chief has built himſelf an humble cot, 
Intended for life's uſe, and as from view 
Shelter'd by GaRGAN's hill, from tumult too, 
Where rolling from above, a thouſand rills 
Supply the draft with which his cup he fills. 710 
And where in ſummer tide, from many a tree | 
Whoſe branches from warm ProtBus keep him free, 
For winter, of the fruit, he ſtores a part, 
To fortify his frame, and cheer his heart : 
That aided by two flaves, himſelf and they 
In grateful labour ſpend the ſwift wing'd day, 
And cultivate a field that every year 
Pays with her bounteous womb the worthy ſeer.” 
Thus 
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* 'Thus largely ſpoke theſe men; to which, in fine, 

They added,“ ** that when heaven it's great deſign 720 
„% Had on Ap RASTUS wrought, not equal joy, 

„(For of his heart the hopes had much alloy) 

„% Not equal joy as fear the chief expreſs'd, 

A fear, that while I ſpeak yet fills his breaſt, 
© Leſt his lov'd land, the conquering party's will 


* Some tyrant ſhould appoint her throne to fill.” 


LarRT ES“ grandſon thus repeated o'er 
Whatever he had heard but juſt before; 
For following that advice, the prudent ſeer, 
MEexToR, ſo often pour'd into his ear, | 730 
At no time had he ceas'd, with reſtleſs tongue 
From ſeeking of all thoſe he mix'd among, 
The failings or deſert, the good or ill 
Of every one ordain'd high place to fill : 
His care in brief was this: to ſearch and find 
The virtuous few conceal'd among mankind ; 
And if he could, reward with honours due, 


Thoſe who their virtue hid from public view. 


Tux aſſociate princes heard; and all appear'd 
As if of ſuch advice the event they fear'd. 740 
The virtues of PoLyYDAMAS, in vain 


Pleaded (or ſo they thought) his right to reign. 
We 
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We all alike have found,“ began the hoſt, 

* How fully the late king of Dauxia's coaſt, 

* The advantage of his ſkill in war could take, 
And, though but one, our realms with danger ſhake. 
« Elſe wherefore all in arms, as lately here, 

* Thus met we, his attempts conſtrain'd to fear ? 

* PoLyDamMas for war is prais'd by men, 

* And can we with a chief keep concord then, 


Who may the war enkindle once again, 
5 Quench'd when AprasTvs on the field lay ſlain?— 
Thus ſpoke the aſſembled chiefs, and thus begun 


Replying to their fears, ULyssEs* ſon. 


* PoLYDAMas I own is ſkill'd in war; 
But 'tis as certain that his thoughts abhor 
* Hoſtilities uncaus'd ; and ſuch I ſay | 
* Ofer DAN TA you have necd ſhould hold the ſway, 
For he, that war's full-oft ſad iſſue knows, 
* However at heaven's pleaſure conqueſt flows, 
© Is likelieſt to avoid that iſſue ſure, 
* And peace on any proferr'd terms ſecure, 
If in his patriot-boſom, honour's voice 
* Diſſuades not as indignant ſuch a choice. 
* PoLYDAMAS, my friends, has taſted long 


« Life's real bliſs at diſtance from the throng, 
2 2 
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And ſhown that he could ſcorn AbRASTus' ſchemes 
More airy at the beſt than ideots'“ dreams. 

The monarch who of ſkill in war 1s void, 

And talents fit to govern ne'er enjoy'd, 

May, through his fatal ignorance be found 

More dangerous than the man in arms renown'd. 
The effeminate weak prince will ſee alone 

Through flatterers, that ſurrounding, mine his throne; 
Or hirelings that with execrable hand, 

Tempted by gold, proceed to whelm the land, 

And every thing ſo urge, that either you 

Muſt periſh in the. field, or him ſubdue. 


* THESE truly are my thoughts, but let us lay 

Such arguments aſide as void of ſway ; 

And princes, who, through earth's wide region round, 
Hear every day your might fame's trumpet ſound, 
Say, is it not a debt to Daunia's ſtate, 

Due from all thoſe that would be good and great 
Since on our voice the DauxIan's place their truſt, 
That to a charge ſo ſacred we prove juſt, 

By naming them a king, in virtue's ſchool 


Inſtructed with ſtrict dignity to rule.” 
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780 
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Tavs taught by what TELEMAcnvs had ſaid, 
And dropping heir deſign for his inſtead, 
The conſiſtory roſe; of whom, ſome few 
Charg'd to perform what then they meant to do, 
In the whole council's name paſs'd on to tell, 
That on PoLypaMas their ſufferage fell, 
As Davuxia's future king, if only they 
Thus choſe for, had no wiſh to bar his ſway. 


Bur ſcarcely had been heard the hero's name, 
When thus began they All with loud acclaim, 
Addreſſing the whole band, but moſt him ſprung 
Of great ULysses' loins, who then made one: 

* *Tis of a truth that now, the Allies we know 
With honour mean to act, though late our foe ; 
* Since ſuch a one they give to rule our land, 
A chieftain whom no guilty actions brand; 
Free as he is from blame, nor tha? alone, 


* But with thoſe gifts endow'd that grace a throne. 


* If to our choice propoſing ſome bad man, 

* Whoſe life had been deprav'd by vice's plan, 
Some hireling, or even prince of ſervile mind, 
« Unfit with ſovereign ſway to rule his kind 
Such had the aſſociates nam'd to fill our throne, 


« So fill'd for their own purpoſes alone; 
Z 2 2 
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What ſhould we not have fear'd, while day by day 


Still we bow'd down beneath his odious fway ? 
But otherwiſe now taught, be theirs our choice, 
Which we embrace without one differing voice. 
For ſuch a bleſſing then, beyond all name, 
Let them our gratitude for ever claim; 

For ſooner, —and do thou, heaven's awful Lord, 
Hear, and the ſolemn oath we pledge, record, — 
Shall from the ſea each ſtream's inverted courſe 
Flow upward and regain it's inland ſource, 
Than any Daux1aw here conven'd this day 

* Such benefits with thanks omit to pay. 

* And oh vouchſafe the god, whoſe name we dare 
* Thus ſolemnly atteſt with fervent prayer, 

That every Dauxian's ſon to lateſt times, 
Wherever he reſpires through earth's wide climes, 
May ſafely keep the gift their fathers now 

* With gratitude receive, and pour the vow 

* That till fate's ample page be all unroll'd, 


* HeseERIAa may enjoy bright days of gold.” 


TE ended; and his ſtrain, ULyssts* ſon 
Perſuaſive as before, again begun ; 


Intreating their conſent that Aryos* plain 
TypiDpEs might enjoy with ſovereign reign ; 


$20 


830 


TypipEs, 
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TyYDIDES, Whoſe ſad tale with woes ſo fraught 


He told, and on their pitying boſoms wrought. 


4 


We pray you,“ went he on, let ARpos' plains 
Soothe the great heroe after all his pains. 
This region let him have, and ſettle there 


A people urg'd with woes that few could bear. 


This people to your bounteous hand will owe 
That refuge they enjoy from every woe; 

And with their harraſs'd numbers, fill beſide 

A region that you leave ſcarce occupied. 

Oh recollect that all mankind, where'er 
Fortuitouſly plac'd, life's gifts they ſhare, 

Are brethren, and as ſuch with joy ſhould do 
Thoſe ſervices they can when others ſue. 

Think likewiſe, that your realm with all its plains 
Far more than you can uſe or need contains, 
And like heaven's ſelf conſole Typipes then, 
Tyopipes the unhappieſt ſure of men! 
TyDpipEs, who of heaven implores in vain 
EToLia his own realm to view again. 
PoLyDAMASs and he, by virtue's bands 
Connected, ſhall in peace preſerve both lands, 
While in ſo many regions, other kings 

Give birth to all the ills ambition brings, 

When by the fiends inſpir'd with thirſt of ſway, 
They labour a whole land in blood to lay. 
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* What further need be ſaid? Oh men, we truſt 
* That you conceive our kings and chieftains juſt, 
Who to ſupply your wants, a king have nam'd 
For every virtuous gift ſo highly fam'd ; 

Our preſent then accept, vouchſafing too 

What for Typipes' ſake we aſk of you.” 


Co 


TELEMACHUS gave o'er; to whom replied 
The DauNIaxs, that no prayer ſhould be denied 
By ſuch a chief addreſs'd, fince he alone 
Had this new monarch nam'd to fill their throne. 
Then ceaſing turn'd away, and went to find 
PoLYDAMas, where ſeparate from mankind 
Roſe his ſmall cot, that they might hail the ſeer, 
Their monarch, and to every DAUNIAN dear. 
This inſtantly they did ; but firſt, beſtow'd 
On DiomeD, who ſought but ſome abode, 
Extended ARpos' tract, ſweet ſolace gain'd 
By the brave chief till now ſo greatly pain'd ! 


TELEMACHUS, with tears, claſp'd o'er and o'er 
Sage NESTOR, taking leave to meet no more; 
Great PILOT ET ES too, the worthy heir 
That HencULEsS thought fit his ſhafts ſhould bear ; 
With others, and not leaſt belov'd, though laſt, 

In his embrace great Typevs* ſon held faſt ; 
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And 
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And, with his new gain'd friends from Samos? ſtrand, 
Headed the brave remainder of his band ; 

Treading with haſte, that would not brook delay, 

O'er long extended plains the weary way 890 
"Tween them, and where SALENTUM's region lay. 


END OF BOOK XXI. 
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The Return of TELEMACHus ro SALENTUM ; his Diſcloſure of 
the Paſſion he entertained for Ax T IOP E, IpoukNEUs's Daugh- 
ter: MenToR's Approbation of that Paſfion, but his Counſel not 
to think of any Thing at preſent, ſaving their Return to ITHACA. 


— 


Arr ardent, the young chief ſtrode on before, 
Burning to view SALENTUM riſe once more ; 
And, like another ſon, with duteous claſp, 


His ſecond fire, his MENTOR, fondly graſp ; 
Then 
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Then from the haven iſſue, homeward bound, 
Where landing, if ſafe courſe his veſſel found, 
And EREBZVs' late oracles were true, 

ULyssEs he had likewiſe hopes to view. 
With HeGEesiePUs now, and now in turn 
With PnuirocLEs, who both the pain diſcern, 
Engroſſing his whole breaſt, the warrior tries, 
By queſtions of his own and their replies, 

To ſhorten the long path ; but vain _ 


No artifice beguiles the tedious way. 


Ar length appear the walls; yet diſtant ſeen, 
Strain they his eye, ſuch was the ſpace between. 
But ſo trans form'd from waſte, to fields all o'er 


Profuſive of rich CERES' golden ſtore, 


That wonder ſtruck him dumb; and ſcarce his eye 
Could credit what he vie w'd thus far and nigh: 
Till MexToR's mighty power his mind revolv'd, 


And the great wonder inſtantly ſtood ſolv'd. 


Bur now, as well the gates appear to view : 
That moſt advanc'd the viſitants paſs through ; 
And Ir HAcus admires how much of late 
The city muſt have known an alter*d ſtate ; 
For bare ſeem'd every. ſtreet of thaſe employ'd 


The pleaſures to provide by wealth enjoy'd, 
3A 
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And wonderfully ſhrunk in outward view 

The buildings, whoſe late grandeur daily grew. 30 
This proſpect hurt him greatly; for his mind 

To oftentatious glare was much inclin'd : 

It hurt him as he gaz'd, but hurt not long ; 

For other thoughts ſoon came a numerous throng. 


And his whole mind invading, thence expell'd, 


As of leſs import, all he then beheld. 


Fox MENTOR now he ſees, and at his. ſide 
The monarch who led forth a numerous tide ; 
When by his love impell'd, and ſpringing on, 
With ſine ws at the fight made doubly ſtrong, 40 
Old PBILOCLES, bereft of means, not mind 
To follow with like haſte, he left behind ; 
And HEGESIPPVsS likewiſe that drew near 
As ſpeedily as age would let the ſeer, 
While he himſelf preſs'd on, the Power to meet, 
And, as a ſon his fire, with ardour greet. | 


Bur during his ſwift pace, and ere they join'd, 
Though raviſhment o'erflow'd the young man's mind; 
Yet fear'd he leſt the fame o'er Daux1a's king, 
That in the fight ſuch hoſts had ſeen him win, 50 
Thoſe neareſt to his heart, a partial train, 
Might have too much extoll'd with kindly ſtrain. 


Twas 
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'Twas poſſible he thought, yet knew not why, 
That ſomewhat judg'd amiſs in MgexTor's eye, 
His folly might have done, and drawing ncar, 

He ſtudied to find out how juſt his fear, 

By noting every look, ſevere or kind, 

That the great ſage might take to mark his mind. 


WirTn fondneſs, as had then an only ſon 
Long abſent from his arms, to meet him run, 60 
The monarch, his late friend's great heir embrac'd, 
Thus from the war return'd with laurels grac'd. 
Then quitting his cloſe fold, with breaſt that yearn'd, 
To MENTOR, the good youth impatient turn'd, 
And fell upon his neck, when the good man, 
Pleas'd with ſuch ſalutation, thus began— 


* THRICE welcome, my lov'd ſon, with fame thus fraught, 
* And from all blame exempt, though not all fault ; 
For great ones have you done; but thoſe no more, 
Let either now recal, ſince they are o'er, 70 
And ſince upon yourſelf, your ſearch profound, 
Oft they have turn'd, your boſom's folds to ſound ; 
* Taught as you are how vainly men would ſhine, 
If heaven the while deny it's aid divine. 


Receive not in ill part what now I ſay, 


Nor ſorrow to have gone ſo oft aſtray ; 
3A2 Since 
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Since frequently worſt faults may teach the mind 
Such knowledge as moſt benefits mankind. 

Great actions one ill conſequence oft bring: 
Preſumption they excite—a dangerous thing: 
While errors, not through will, but frailty made, 
Conſtrain us to implore celeſtial aid. 

What therefore {till there reſts, lov'd ſon, to do, 
Is giving the kind Gods the praiſe their due; 
And ſuffering no falſe tongue to lift your fame 
In praiſes that heaven only ought to claim. 

In the late field of fight your arm, I own, 
Deeds has atchiev'd that ſuit the brave alone; 
But to this queſtion anſwer, and with truth, 
Found ever the ſame bland ingenuous youth, 
Felt you not in your heart the immortal Marp 
Inſpiriting that heart with ſacred aid, 

And for high purpoſes by means of you, 
Performing what herſelf thought fit to do? 

It needs not be enquir'd. As ocean's god, 
Whenever he imparts his awful nod, 

Appeaſes the loud ſtorm, even ſo her power, 
Preſent with holy aid in danger's hour, 

While death alone, or dread ww77hout was ſeen, 
Render'd 20:77hin you every thing ſerene ; 

And with the firſt that, prodigal of breath, 
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Ruſh'd through the ranks to carnage, blood, and death, 


Bade 
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* Bade you with foot deliberate face the fray, 
But your own life not raſhly fling away.” 


MEANWHILE, the SALENTINE, and with him join'd, 
The SAMIAN, whoſe ſlow footſteps lagg'd behind, 
And in their rear the SALENTINIAN band, 

The monarch, (no leſs throng'd on either hand), 
Saw entering at the gate, and inſtant ran 

With ardour to embrace the long loſt man. 
Great PutLoCLEs, forgetting every wrong 
Through IDomEN's ſole means endur'd ſo long, 
Took in kind part that love the king now ſwore ; 
And lifted where mean vengeance cannot ſoar, 
Sav'd him, true heroe-like, that grating part 

Of proving how paſt matters hurt his heart, 
Remembering, as he did, with how much rage 
And enmity kept up in life's laſt ſtage, 

He would have urg'd to ruin one, alone 


Found faithful, while all elfe betray'd his throne. 


Tuus IdomEN; and thus the man reſtor'd ; 
While mindful of the powers this laſt ador'd, 
And ſtedfaſtly reſolv'd to paſs away, 

At diſtance from men's haunts, his remnant day, 
The city's crowded throng he aſks to leave, 
And ſome ſequeſter'd cot obtain ere eve. 
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IDOMENEUS 
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IpouENEus conſents in grief of heart, 

Reluctant with the chief ſo ſoon to part : 

And ſince the applauſive tumult gave him pain, 

His palace ſheltering walls he led to gain, 130 
While the great ſage conceal'd' came up behind, 
With ITyacvs, in converſe, cloſely join'd. 


Fox ITnacus, then following in the rear, 
His ſecond fire remark'd with heedful ear, 
| And looking round cried out: This wonderous change 
| « Of every thing I ſee, unthought as. ſtrange, 
What may it mean, my friend? Has here of late 
Some terrible miſhap o'erwhelm'd the ſtate ? 
Whence is it that the grace, pride, pomp, and ſhow, 
* Such as I ſaw with daily ſplendor grow, 140 


25 oe RIC 


When to the war I went, exiſts no more? 
* Sunk is the ſtate, and all its grandeur o'er. 


While ſharing in the wreck, arts hang their head, 
And rueful, like ſome waſte whence all is fled 


The city, throng'd of late, but loneſome now 


Seems weeping o'er her fall with cheerleſs brow.” 


WHEN, with a ſmile, the ſage: * And mark'd you too 
How look'd the country's face as you paſs'd through?“ 

I did,” replied the youth, for every plain 

Seem'd waving with a crop of golden grain.'— 150 


* Which, 


— 
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Which, therefore, of the two, reflect, dear ſon,“ 


Thus PALLAs, to the youth once more begun, 


5 


c 


Moſt conſtitutes true wealth? A city fill'd 
With workmen in each art luxuriant ſkill'd, 
And locuplete in gold, while all around 

A barren, a rude waſte the plains are found ; 
Or otherwiſe, a ſoil of fertile kind, 

And tended by glad ſwains to toil inclin'd, 


Surrounding on each fide, ſtrong bulwarks fam'd 


For citizens within of life unblam'd ? 


A place however large, if thoſe endow'd 


With arts that only hurt, within it crowd, 
While, as was here the caſe, around it lic 
Deſerts, whoſe cheerleſs proſpects hurt the eye, 
Reſemblance to ſome figure bears alone, 


Of diſproportion'd frame, and parts o'ergrown, 


160 


Some monſter, whoſe large head, that ſhocks all eyes, 


Surpaſſes the whole remnant frame in ſize, 


And blaſts the mother's hope, who from an heir 


Look'd to be recompens'd for all paſt care. 
IpouENEus has now a growing hoſt, 

Fit and diſpos'd to cultivate his coaſt, 
Wherever they find place SALENTUM round; 
Or holding of his ſtate the exterior bound, 


170 


* REMEMBER, 
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* REMEMBER, my lov'd ſon, two dangerous things 
Oft ſap the government of thoughtleſs kings; 


Yet dangerous though they are, not one would try 

The danger to remove when plac'd on high. 

A tyranny the firſt; a boundleſs ſway 

O'er ſubjects that bad kings account their prey. 130 
For governors thus much ; the next, a thirſt, 

And in the govern'd multitude oft nurs'd, 

At all times to drink deep from pleaſure's ſtream, 

And joys alone of ſenſe fit joys eſteem ; 

Reſembling ſo brute beaſts, that live their day, 


Born but for earth, and doom'd to paſs away. 


O the firſt head, know this, that when a king, 

Inſtead of ſtretching forth his ſheltering wing 

O'er thoſe he ſhould befriend, rejects all law, 

Nor will himſelf be kept thereby in awe, 190 
Much he may do indeed ; but then, his hands 

Sap with flow force the baſe on which he ſtands ; 

And arm'd againſt himſelf, he rends in twain 

That otherwiſe all ſtrong all joining chain, 

Subſiſting *tween good kings, and thoſe that own 

Subjection to their ſway, and theirs alone. 

No longer a fix'd mode or maxim ſure, 


Ot ruling they can boaſt, from plots ſecure, 
9 10 
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To favour their own ends, the ſervile throng 

* Surround them, and addreſs their flattery long, 
While only ſlaves, encreaſing day by day, 

Not honour, but ſtill more diſgrace their ſway. 

* Thus circumſtanc'd, what man ſhall dare draw near 
* Addreſling with one truth the royal ear, 

Or venture to ſtretch forth his hand, and ſtay 

* 'The torrent that thus fierce ſweeps all away ? 

* Sad anſwer! None, dear youth, The virtuous fly, 
* And from the throne remov'd far diſtant ſigh, 

* While ſtrong revolt alone, when all combine, 
And deſperate by deſpair in fury join, 210 N 
Can once again bring back, within due bounds, | 


© The power of ſuch a king, that ſcorns all mounds. 
* Power not by law confin'd, or tyrant might, 

« Excluding the fix'd laws of wrong and right, 
Reſembles a bent bow, full ſure ere long 

All ſpringineſs to loſe, however ſtrong : | 
« For tell me, yes, dear pupil, tell me, who | | 
Shall the ſtrain'd cord approach, and dare undo? j 
This arbitrary power, in every vein | 
All thoſe debauching that like tyrants reign, 220 
* IDoMENEUS had whelm'd with conſtant woes, 


By foreign, much leſs caus'd, than civil foes. 
In CRETE was he dethron'd ; and landing here 


Had undergone a fate not leſs ſevere, 
3B | Save io 
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Save only that we came with means endow'd 
To diſſipate the obſcure and growing cloud 


Juſt burſting o'er his head, and teach him how 


His errors firſt to ſec, and then avow. 


TE ſecond common vice, in thoughtleſs kings, 


Riſes, dear ſon, where luxury once ſprings. 
As arbitrary might brings ruin down 
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2.30 


On kings, whoſe unpropp'd pow'r maintains their crown, 


So luxury alike, with wide ſtretch'd hands, 
Aims hourly to lay waſte extenſive lands; 
Yet is it told us that ſuch vice, whoſe aid 
Favours ten thouſand ways a kingdom's trade, 
The needy man employs, the hungry feeds, 
And diſſipates but what the rich ſcarce needs. 


Prepoſterous| as if they, who verſe their parts 


And ſtrength receiv'd from heaven in culture's arts, 


Could not obtain life's means with greater eaſe, 


Than if employ'd men's fickle taſtes to pleaſe. 
Thus is it, that a land improv'd each day 

In practiſing ſome new ingenious way 

To multiply life's cravings, 4%/ conceives 

In what even Zane the virtuous man believes. 
This luxury, I ſay, this guilty waſte 

Is titled by weak minds a nation's taſte ; 


4d 
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The improving ſtate of arts; and ſenſe refin'd 

* Exalting o'cr brute beaſts our human kind. 2.50 
* Thoſe to the throne affin'd, their monarch's ſtate 

* Invidiouſly obſerve, and imitate : 10 
* The affluent that want rank, the nobles view, 

* And wiſh that their own names were noble too : 
© 'The middle rank of men, with fortune's die 
III fatisfied, the rich as happy eye: 

* While anxiouſly theſe laſt, the poor as well 

« Conſider, and with pride's vain notions ſwell. N 
In this ſort, (for which claſs ſhall firſt give o'er) N 
The ambition catches all to do far more 260 | 
* Than prudently they ought; and thus, the wiſh 

That to gain gold conceives no means amiſs, F 
* Goads forward every boſom to offence, 14 
If it may gain but wealth for vain expence; | 
While thoſe whoſe riches fail, are view'd with ſcorn, | 

* As beings to contempt and mockery born. | 
In buſineſs be expert; for that be fit; 1 
* Be generous; no one virtuous act omit ; 


Teach others; to ſucceſs lead armies on; 


- — — — — 
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* Stretch forward a bold arm, by heaven made ſtrong, 270 li 


And from perdition ſave a ſinking ſtate ; 
* Nay, wreck your peace to lengthen out its date ; 


And other men befriend, yet nought expect | Pl 
Save that thoſe men will view you with neglect, U 
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If you poſſeſs not wealth's great boaſt and aid, 
Wealth, without which all worth they think a ſhade.” 


TELEMACHUS gave ear, and ſeem'd like one 
Awaking, when his ſpeech the ſage had done; 
But, while the ſtrain was flowing, plainly ſhow'd 
That with conviction's force his reaſonings flow'd. 280 
As when, great maſter of his art! with hand 
Faithful to execute the work firſt plann'd, 
Some ſculptor the hard ſtone engraves, and gives 
The impreſſion that in after ages lives : 
So counſell'd MExTor's ſtrain; of which, the youth 
Felt on his heart inſcrib'd the ſovereign truth ; 
And often looking round him, thus began, 
Addrefling the conceal'd divine old man— 


Tn happieſt of all kings, though late diſtreſs'd, 
And though then tyrannous, yet now the beſt ; 290 
* Have you, my friend, made Ipomen become; 
Such of the debt he owes you 1s the ſum, 
+ While every thing here done to ſerve the ſtate 


Seems beyond all idea good and great; 

And of much higher price than what in fight, 

We have o'er DA uN IA gain'd, though ſtrong our might. 
Fortuity with force, in war takes place; 


And ſometimes have flow feet obtain'd the race: 
While 


4 
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While from our deeds of arms, if fame enſue, 

The ſoldier will come forth to claim his due: 300 
But all things I ſee here, the work muſt be 

Of a great mind, from nature's frailties free. 

In every land, the fruits of proſperous war 

Are what all kings muſt, when they ſee, abhor ; 

Thoſe ſedulous I mean, to make their lands 

Long flouriſh in the ſtrength of friendſhip's bands. 

Oh! when kings wiſh the height of praiſe to gain, 

And o'er mankind with real greatneſs reign, 

Why bat much greater praiſe affect they not 

Of ſtriving to alleviate nature's lot, 310 
Of ſtriving to do good; for ſure ſuch know 

But little of true greatneſs here below, 

As place it in the boaſt of ravag'd lands, 

And human beings flain by blood ſtain'd bands.“ 


THe generous heroe thus; while pleas'd to hear 


The words of a young man held truly dear, 

Heaven's martial Maip ſtood mute, and only ſhow'd 

What pleaſure in her heart profuſely glow'd : 

Yet no long time ſuſpended ſhe the ſtrain, 

But to the youth thus courteouſly again— 320 


TRgux, ITHacus, it is, that all things here 
Meant to effect man's happineſs appear, 


And 
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And likelier to build up a nation's name, 

* Than conqueſts made by men who fight for fame: 

But more, much more than theſe, or vain, my ſon 

* Theſe changes muſt ſoon prove, may ſtill be done. 

* IroMENEvs his will in reaſon's ſchool 

Now governs, as ſhould All who greatly rule; 

Within him he ſubdues the impetuous throng 

Of paſſions, that but late bore empire ſtrong : 330 
Yet, though thus temperate grown, conceive not ſtill 

* That he preſerves his ſpirit free from ill. 

* No: greatly he miſtakes, and often too, 

« As with all nature's children he muſt do. 

« Since have paſt malverſations left behind, 

What greatly ſtill affect his royal mind. 

* Thrice happy then are they, whoſe footſteps ne'er 

« Heav'n in the paths of grandeur calls to fare; 

For ſuch, as through life's road they go, dear ſon, 

Each ſnare for human beings ſpread may ſhun. 340 


* This recollect when meet, remembering too 

That heaven's juſt powers expect much more from you 
Than is on IdoMEN their ſovereign claim; 

For to inſtruct his youth no teachers came; 

* While to your manhood's ſtate from earlieſt youth, 

+ Have you at all times heard the voice of truth. 


* IDOMENEUS 
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* IDOMENEvUsS is wiſe,* the Sage went on, 
* And he has prov'd his parts for empire ſtrong : 
© Yet herewithal learn too, that far too low 
Oft ſinks his mind, as you are now to know. 350 
Of empire, he conceives not at one view 
The ſyſtem, as a king ſhould always do, 
* Induſtrious to form plans, and fix'd to fill 
His ſeat with regal pow'r and regal (kill. 


A king's addreſs and art are far leſs ſhown, 

* When what is to be done he does alone, 
Than when he ſees from his high ſeat of ſway 
* Thoſe acting under him his will obey. 

* *Tis vanity too groſs for human ſenſe 

* To pardon, a proud, weak, abſurd pretence, 360 
That ridicule muſt meet inſtead of fame, 
Ending with utter ſcorn, contempt, and ſhame, 
When with himſelf o'erflowing, a vain king 
Would ſuch an arduous enterprize begin, 

And labour that the world may think his mind 
« Adapted to a taſk ſo great in kind. 

That monarch well commands his ſubject hoſt, 
* Who, knowing how to chuſe for ev'ry poſt, 

* Rules thoſe he ſo appoints, while they fulfil 


Whatever he directs with ſovereign wall. 379 
* 'That government is good beyond the name, 
And ſhall long live, high rais'd in deathleſs fame, 

* Whoſe 
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Whoſe monarch truly knows that firſt of arts, 
* The ſubject to bring forth of ſhining parts, 
And place him in ſome poſt, where beſt his zeal 
* May labour to promote the public weal. 
* How few, dear ſon, do this? alas! how few 
But the reverſe unworthy mode purſue ! 
* How ſeldom even beſt kings, however taught 
| * To labour for their land with patriot thought, 380 
Their notice on one man at all times bend, | 
Through the whole land by him their will to ſend, 
« Anxious themſelves the while, to find if ill 
Or duly, he obeys their ſovereign will. 
But to inſpect oneſelf, with prying eye, 
Things that beneath a monarch's notice lie, 
« Is littleneſs of ſpirit z is diſtruſt ; 
Is what proclaims the monarch ev'n unjuſt ; 
The gentleſt term to uſe, is making waſte 
Of ſwiftly footed time that calls for haſte ; 390 
« While, by long tail and forethought worn away, 
Strength both of frame and judgment falls a prey. 
Who undertake great things ſhould boaſt a mind 
Set free from every thought of trifling kind. 
[1 ſpirit, when long care has lax'd its ſprings, 
Since previouſly employ'd on vulgar things, 
« Reſcmbles the bare lees by ſome rich juice 
Left ſettled in the lately full charg'd cruſe. 


* Who 
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* Who governing mankind confines his view 
* To things which at that moment he can do, 400 
* Unable, if need be, to ſtretch his thought, 
* Knows never how to judge as ſovereigns ought. 
A ruler of ſuch ſort, a ſhallow king, 
Who ere he acts compares not thing with thing. 
* Would be like one, who, when employ'd to draw 
Soft concord from the ſtring by muſic's law. 
* Deems that while every thing he does by rote, 
All needful is with note to follow note, 
Nor with deep meditation thinks how beſt 
* His: melody may charm the hearer's breaſt 410 
* By ſounds with judgment join'd, but which not done 
* Such melody miſcall'd is truly none, 
Or to enlarge ſtill more, let ſuch a king 
* Whole notions yet ne'er climb'd on ſoaring wing, 
* Be with that builder weigh'd, who, void of art, 
* Thinks he has well ſucceeded in his part, 
When without order mix'd, a heap he ſees 
Of columns, that as ſuch the ſenſe muſt pleaſe, 
And maſonry well hewn, before him lie, | 
« Nor thinks, iP while he pleaſes his own eye, 420 
* Others, when in one whole the parts are join'd, 
Pleas'd will behold it too, or monſtrous find. 
* When ſuch a one as this employs his care 
* The maſly dome to raiſe that mounts in air, 
30 * Hy 
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* He thinks not of a hall, or where to place 

* The portal, and ſo give his work moſt grace. 

He meditates not this, and therefore ſees, 

As riſes the rude maſs by flow degrees, 

A pile much rather form'd to blaze his ſhame, 
Than publiſh, while it ſtands, his laſting fame. 430 
For fully he makes known his native bent, 

That of mean thought goes not beyond the extent; 
And from the parts ſelecting thoſe or theſe, 

Knows not how they muſt ſort, that all may pleaſe. 
Thus ſpeaking in his works, he tells mankind 
What poverty of thought poſleſs'd his mind, 

And as a paltry genius ſtands diſplay'd, 

Born not to build himſelf, but builders aid. 

* And doubt not but that you, even you, my ſon, 

* Ere of your future life much time be run, 440 
Will find too, that, like heavenly muſic's kill, 
Able to ſteal men's liſt'ning ſouls at will, 

Or architecture's boaſt, whole grandeurs vie 

+ More than all elſe to charm the admiring eye, 
Even government muſt be confeſs'd an art, 


That harmony requires of part with part. 


I once more on thoſe ſciences, dear ſon, 


* Your heedful note you fix ere 1 have done, 
| * Thus 
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Thus further, let me ſhow how feebly they 

Who ruminate mean things, a realm muſt ſway. 450 
He then that in a band, though great his art, 

Is Jed while he performs one ſingle part, 

Can never claim much praiſe, but muſt be till ; 

A minſtrel and no more, with all his kill ; 

While ſingly that one man, whoſe larger mind 

Guides the whole band in perfe& union join'd, 

By his directing nod, can truly claim 

Place o'er the reſt, and boaſt a maſter's name: 

So too, dear youth, not architects are they, 

But maſons, who conſume the weary day 460 
In ſhaping ſome rude block without a name, 

Till faſhion'd as man, arch, or p:llar's frame: 

The architects are thoſe, whoſe thoughts firſt plann'd 

And ſettled where each part with grace would ſtand; 
Diſpoſing the whole pile, ere yet *twas known 

What ſhape would be aſſign'd one ſingle ſtone, 

Thus monarchs, by whoſe hands great things are done, 
Great for their benefit, I mean, dear ſon, 

Are, as experience ſhows, at all times ſuch 

As while moſt buſted, ſeem not buſied much; 4:70 
Such as by no means paſs life's courſe away, 

Immers'd in ſcenes of toil from day to day, 

But ſuch, as with deep contemplation fraught, 


Send through their realm at once the excurſive thought ; 


3C2 « Such 
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such as deviſe, invent, with ardour climb 

* To argue on the events of future time, 

* Bring back again the paſt, proportion, range, 

* Aboliſh what ſeems wrong, new model, change, 

As ſwimmers, that unwearied ſtem the tide, 

Watch to turn every accident aſide 430 
* Of Fortune when ſhe frawns, whoſe adverſe power 

* With courage they oppole to life's laſt hour, 

* And nothing leave to chance; but plan, foreſee, 

And ſhew themſelves in fine what kings ſhould be. 


* THINK you that a great painter waſtes away 
* With unabated toil the tedious day, 
* And urging his long taſk, admits the while 
No reſpite to decreaſe the pain of toil ? 
No, ITHACus; this toil refuſing pauſe 
Much rather than ſucceſs would failure caufe, 490 
By damping in his breaſt the noble flame 
Of genius, by whoſe aid men ſoar to fame; 
Of genius, without which, his utmoſt {kill 
Would ſurely fail to pleaſe, or pleaſe but ill. 


By fallies his great enterprize muſt grow, 
* Proceeding ſometimes quick, yet oftener ſlow, 
As his imagination, taſte may ſtrike, 
Or fancy, which ne'er operate twice alike, 
* Think 
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Think you, that he devotes his time and care 
To labours, that of merit claim no ſhare ? 

Will he, for inſtance-ſake, his colours grind 

Or to aught elſe deſcend of equal kind? 

No, for theſe cares, that claim no ſtrength of parts, 
Call for his ſervitors, not vers'd in arts, 

While he, through meditation, fully fraught 
With all the energetic force of thought, 

At intervals fits down, the plan deſigns, 

Soon bids the canvaſs glow with ſpeaking lines : 
Wrapp'd with his heavenly art, conceives the fire 
Of heroes that he draws with martial ire; , 
Tranſported borne along—now here, now there, 
And as now treading earth, now ſea, now air, 
Their dignity of act, their ſtate puts on, 

Yet checking his bold flight, perhaps too ſtrong, 
Thus wafting him aloft, craves frequent aid, 
Low bending at the fane to Wispom's maid. 
And can we then conceive that men, decreed 
To govern, ſhould leſs time of leiſure need 

For meditation's work, than thoſe whoſe art 
Their hand can in a picture's ſpace impart ? 
Thought how abſurd! but the reverſe how plain ! 
Conclude then that the few advanc'd to reign, 


Should deem it their whole taſk, great acts to plan, 


Think deeply, and diſcern 'tween man and man, 
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That under them may rank thoſe fit alone, 
Their orders to accompliſh when made known.” 


Tur maid of WispoM thus, and drawing near 


The ſplendid palace walls, that now appear, 


Untiring in her taſk, with precepts ſage, 


Thus ſtill advis'd her heroe's blooming age. 530 


. 


Tur immortal, the juſt gods, thrice worthy heir 
Of ITnacus? great fame, whoſe line you ſhare, 
Will, that ere paſs the period of much time, 

To elevated heights your fame ſhall climb, 

When your great ſire reſigns his earthly reign, 

And you receive in ſtead the fair domain. 

Providing for which ſeaſon, know that all 

Here notic'd, and what wonderful you call, 

Is but the type of what, ſome future day, 

Shall, when yourſelf exert illuſtrious ſway, 540 
See happily perform'd, if virtuous ſtill, 

Life's remnant path you tread exempt from ill. 

But to this worn-out theme, enforc'd *tis true 
With iteration great, bid we adieu. 

Night's ſhadows ſoon will riſe. Conſume we then 
The moments *till heaven's light returns agen, 

In appetite's ſweet ſolace; and then reap 


The all reviving aid of balmy ſleep. 


* IroMENEvs, 
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* IDoMENEvs, though much he craves our ſtay, 

* Holds at the port, prepar'd to fail away, 550 
A well appointed bark, with all things ſtor'd 

In plenty for our courſe and now on board.” 


He ended—his laſt words, the Leader's mind, 
Remark'd with equal joy and ſorrow join'd : 
And now, the temple's ſhining valves of gold 
Thrown open, the large hall within unfold. 
To his high place, Ivomenevs repairs, 
Then take the attending train in order theirs : 
Diſtinguiſh'd on his right, the Samian ſage 
And MENTOR, ever young, though chad like age, 560 
Both take their feats : his left, the youth aſſumes 
And in the height of prime's firſt ſpring-tide blooms ; 
While the remaining gueſts their ſeats ſupply, 
As they beheld the monarch glance his eye. 


Cnarc'd plenteouſly with meats of every kind, 
Such honour: to his gueſts the king aſlign'd ! 
Groan his ful} tables through the ſpacious hall, 
And the great gueſts to ſweet refection call. 
Of theſe, when they were fet, the king to each 
Exhorting their good cheer with cordial ſpeech, 570 
Bade his attendants portion out a ſhare, 
And gladden every gueſt aſſembled there: 
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But to rejoice ſtill more the Sam1an's heart, 

Him, order'd from the feaſt a five-fold part. 

Well pleas'd the Samrian thanks his generous care, 
Let ſtretch'd not forth his hand to all found there: 
Bread only then, as in his ſolitude, 

And water from the ſpring ſupplied Eis food. 

At leiſure all partake the generous meal, 

And in their frame reviving vigour feel ; 580 
While lending too its aid, a nectar'd wine 


Enlivens their cheer'd ſouls with ſtrength divine. 


Bur more to entertain each honour'd gueſt, 
IdomENEvs imparts his high beheſt. 
And harmony is heard of every kind, 
Harp, dulcimer, and lyre, with voices join'd. 
"Thoſe ſounds, whoſe wonderous power no words can tell, 
Beginning all at once, the concert ſwell ; 
Their accents too a band together raiſe, 
A band, of whom the charms exceed all praiſe. 
And eminent o'er theſe, her ſex's pride, 
To IpoukN's great name by blood allied, 
The only object left to bleſs his years, 
Beauteous ANTIOPE, his child, appears. 
IdomENEvus looks on with all the glow 


Such as a fire's tranſported heart can know; 
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While his full ſoul forth iſſuing at each eye, 
With his dear child's to mingle fain would fly, 
And MENTOR, with the Samian ſenior join'd, 
Like brothers, in wiſe talk of various kind, 
With ſpirits unreſtrain'd, with thoughts unbent, 
And aſpect that proclaim'd the heart's content, 
The feſtival partook, though with the bowl, 
Had PriLocLEs no need to cheer his ſoul. 
Like brothers; for as ſuch, though lately met, 
Familiar each with each were both then ſet, 
Since heaven to thoſe whoſe boſoms virtue love, 
As a rich preſent ſent them from above, 

This privilege extends ; while thoſe, whoſe minds 
Their genius to each ſort of vice inclines, 

That ſubject to no check conduct their lives 

As ſenſe perhaps inſpires, or frenzy drives, 
And who themſelves are treacherous and unjuſt 
Cannot the partners in their complots truſt. 


Tus far'd it with theſe two; but different far, 
And feeling what enſued his peace to bar, 
TELEMACHUs, oppreſs'd with pain, ſurvcy'd 
Regardleſs of all elſe, the beauteous maid. 


BuT midnight came at length, the ſolemn hour 
Devoted to ſoft ſleep's oblivious power: 
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Round the wide hall, as ready to expire 

Yield the faint tapers their now final fire. 

The feſtival breaks up: the ſtranger train 

An inner chamber's ſpace proceed to gain : 

There, on ſoft carpets in rich taſte diſplay'd, 

They ſhare refective ſleep, when proſtrate laid, 

Till riſing in the eaſt, returning light, 

Puts once more the darkſome ſhade to headlong flight, 
Then riſe again refreſh'd, except alone 
TELEMACHus, to whom night's reign, though flown, 
And day-light -though come back, - that bids take place 
One deeply glowing ſmile o'er nature's face, 
Adminiſter no joy; for in his breaſt 

He feels the intruding troubler of man's reſt. 

Oh ye immortal gods, can love impart 

Such agony to pain the worthy heart 


Bur MENTOR, when the day's ſoft beam awoke, 
Sleep ſhaking off himſelf, the youth beſpoke : 


* Ris Irnacus; for night at length is fled; 
And morning lifts once more her ſacred head : 


Up, up, and like reviving nature ſhare 


With all things the ſoft, ſweet, ſoul-gladd'ning air: 


Up, up, and in warm oriſons of praiſe, 


To heaven a grateful heart's glad tribute raiſe ; 
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Since o'er carth's face no longer doom'd to roam, 
Once more ſhall we ſoon gain our native home. 
* Up, up, for night is vaniſh'd, and *tis time 

That both of us now quit SaLENTUu“'s clime.” 


TELEMACHUs the guardian voice obeys, 
But with flow hand and penſive mein arrays ; 
Informing his lov'd friend what caus'd him pain 


So inſtantly to leave SALENTUM's plain. 


On father,* he began, your cenſuring ſtrain, 
Perhaps I may but meet in all my pain, 
That in ſo many places toſs'd by ſtorm, 

* Us'd, you will ſay, as I have been, to form 

Connections with the ſex, and thoſe, though ſtrong, 

Vet as on paſſion built, not laſting long, 

An object I have found even here as well, 

* Whoſe beauties her whole ſex's far excel: 

But be aſſur'd, dear friend, that my full heart 

« While I ſurvive, againſt me would take part, 

If from IdomeNnevs's realm, I went 

* And, more or leſs than man, refus'd it vent, 

« Concealing with what thoughts my inmoſt breaſt 

« Is by AxT1oPE's bright charms impreſs'd. 

« Yes, yes, my deareſt friend, and almoſt fire, 

Ihe paſſion I now feel, though ſtrong its fire, 
3D2 
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Much differs from the love's late guilty flame, 

By Eucnari1s inſpir'd to burn my frame. 670 
By Eucnaris, I fay, a nymph, whoſe charms 

Saw me deep ſunk in love's inglorious arms, 

When ſomething that ſurpaſs'd all human aid, 
Blotted from my fond heart the enchanting maid. 

This knowing, I am taught to a& like one 

Who paſhon's dangerous ſands deſires to ſhun : 

But I have nought to dread from what this day 

ANT1oPE inſpires with virtue's ſway. 


Before-hand having ſeen the beauteous maid, 

Ere iſſuing with her ſire's auxiliar aid, 

And nurſing ever ſince her form thrice dear, 

And never to be raz'd ſoft image here, 

Our interview laſt night has made her all 

That to the lover's foul men precious call: 

Yes, ztruly; for what now my friend I feel, 

An anguiſh which heaven grant no time may heal], 
No origin can own, but love, ſoft, pure, 
Sweet, ſanctified, and calm, that needs no cure. 
Thrice happy were my lot, if theſe fond arms 
Might ardently embrace her maiden charms. 
What then I purpoſe, MENTOR, hear me ſwear ; 
For if celeſtial PALLAsS' guardian care 

Grants me at ITHACA my fire to find, 

Fix'd once more in the throne he left behind, 
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* And Juno my warm ſuit, then breath'd, allows 
Of chuſing for myſelf a future ſpouſe, 


ANTIOPE ſhall be that ſpouſe alone; 

Born as ſhe is to grace the proudeſt throne. 

What in the maid moſt challenges my praiſe, 

Is not her beauty's boaſt, but modeſt ways ; 700 
Her wiſh to bide unſeen ; her conſtant toil ; 

Her patience, that oft waſtes the midnight oil 
Employ'd in labours of the loom to give 

The ſhining ore its form, and bid it live 

In nature's various figures, ſweetly wrought, 

And with all nature's powers, ſave motion fraught ; 
That all diſpoſing care and prudent {kill 

She uſes, her late mother's charge to fill, 

In managing within the regal walls 

Of her dear fire, whatever there befals ; a 710 
Of ornament in dreſs her ſettled ſcorn ; 

A virtue known to. few even lowly born ; 

Her unaffeted mein, and laſt her mind 

Forgetting, or yet never taught to find 

What beauties deck her frame, and make its praiſe 
The theme of thoſe that view her and her ways. 

All theſe bright charms, and many more, dear friend, 
Together in the maid's fair perſon blend, 


* WHENEVER 
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* WHENEVER to the ſound of well tun'd flutes, 


The dance, that with their melody ſo ſuits, | 720 
* IbomMENEus commands, and bids his child 

* Come forth to make all hearts with pleaſure wild, 

* Venus herſelf, whoſe looks ſuch beauty beam, 

Still as ſhe moves ANTIOPE might ſeem ; 

Such dignity of form and varied grace 

In each ſucceeding look and ſtep, takes place 

© When likewiſe in the chace, behind her ſire, 

The boar, from whoſe fierce. eye-ball iſſues fire, 

She hunts, and by her train is girded round, 

« While vallies, woods, fields, groves, and plains reſound, 730 
Is there in words ſufficient force to tell, 

How on her form the wondering circle dwell ? 

* Nay matter of more praiſe ! herſelf alone, 

* While, through her beauty, careleſs of their own, 

Gaze the whole troop on charms ſo great, ſo rare | 

« Heeds but the chace, and knows not ſhe is fair. 

Then too the maid, though nurtur'd in a court, 

Vet in each labour vers'd, and hardy. ſport, 

« Health's precious bleſſing boaſts ; but brighter ſtill, 

When at heaven's hand to deprecate ſome ill, 740 
Ihe altar ſhe draws near, and lowly brings 

In baſkets on her head the ſacred things; 


Men ſee her beauty's wonderous grace diſplay'd, 


And are half ready to adore the maid. 


« Here 
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Here firſt of all arriv'd, with what a ſenſe 

Shown tow'rds the god whoſe hands all good diſpenſe, 
Saw we not both the pious damſel lay 

Her offerings on the fane, and lowly pray 

That the intended war, heaven's ſacred hand 

Might into good convert, and ſhield the land: 750 
And laſtly, my lov'd friend, whene'er with mein 
Inſpir'd by her own thoughts, the maid is ſeen 
Attended by a train, and in her hand 

That needle whoſe quick motion charms the band, 
Who thinks not but that PALLAs fits to ſhow 

How with unnumber'd tents the lawn may glow ? 

Yes, yes; nor while I ſpeak, dear MENTOR, deem 
That what I feel belies my ardent theme. 

For ſuch her finger is! and ſuch her mein! 

That a firſt glance might well miſtake the ſcene. 769 
Her, and the example the holds forth, who tees 
Rough, but yet healthful toil prefers to eaſe. 

While ſhe herſelf makes ſweet, with many a ſmile 
To her attending train, the day's long toil. 

Thrice fortunate the man, whoſe envied fate 

Will grant him in ſoft HyMeN's bliſsful ſtate, 
ANTIOPE to take and paſs away, 


Bleſt with ſo great a prize, his life's laſt day. 


« ONCE 
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Orc more and I have done, for may the vow, 
That with unfeigning lips I utter now, 
Mount up to heaven, and be recorded there, 

If what I purpoſe to omit, I ſwear, 

And if I quit not at your call this ſtate, 

None telling ſave yourſelf my heart's full freight. 
AxTIOPE ſhall claim my love and care, 

While by heaven's will I draw in vital air; 

But it forbids, I know, my further ſtay 

Here in SALENTUM, and myſelf obey. 
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If after I go hence, ſome other youth 
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In recompence for love and tendereſt truth, 
ANTIO E obtain, then preſs'd with woe, 

Shall I till death tread life's dark vale below, . 
Yet ſtill will I depart, though tarrying here, 
Her beauties might reward my love ſincere. 
Nor ſhe, nor yet her fire, from me ſhall learn 
With what an ardency of love I burn; 

For I well know that 'tis to you alone, 

My boſom ſhould be firſt of all made known, 


Till Iruacus, return'd once more to reign, 


Approving my warm ſuit confirms the ſtrain, 


May I not therefore think the preſent flame 
Far different from what lately burnt my frame, 
When in CaLyPso's iſle, a willing ſlave, 

To Evucnaxis alone my thoughts I gave. 
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He ended; a deep bluſh his cheek o'erſpread ; 
When with a ſmile the careful friend thus faid : 


On ITnacvs, 'tis juſt, yea juſt, dear ſon, 
That this ſhould of undoubted truths be one: 
That virtuous is the maid, diſcreet, and wile, 
And all things that attract men's hearts and eyes: 
* As if, endow'd with preſcient mind, ſhe knew 
* What in time's courſe were likely to enſue, 
Fit diſpoſition ſhe proceeds to make, 

And urges every caution fear ſhould take. 

* Unuſeful talk ſhe ſhuns ; while all day long, 
cSecluded from the court's obſtreperous throng, 
* Nor finiſhing at eve her ſtated toil, 

* The ſocial hour ſhe ſpends and midnight oil. 
* In nothing ſhe does ill, or can; for nought 
She hazards without previous temperate thought. 
Of her lov'd father's houſe the proper ſtate, 

© And all things that beſides on neatneſs wait, 
Are to her boſom glory, pride, and fame, 
Are all that can ſet off the female name; 
And they adorn her more than outward charms 
* Which raviſh, but not long, deſiring arms. 

* IDOMENEVUs truſts all things to her care, 


For ſhe is no leſs provident than fair: 
3E 
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And goto, the frugal maid vain coſt foregoes ; 

* Now, recompencing worth, her bounty ſhows ; 

* Now, things amiſs ſets right with ſweet reproof ; 
* Now, modeſt virtue ſeeks that hides aloof : 

* Duties all theſe, that women, as if born 

For purpoſes far different, view with ſcorn. 

* Yet in her father's houſe, amid the round 


Of his attending train, not one is found 


That open envy prompts, or ſecret hate, 

* Two furies that heaven dooms ſhall worth await, 
* To queſtion her leaſt act, or think aught done 
Better if otherwiſe, or not begun. 

* The cauſe of this is plain; ſince ne'er a prey 

* To pride or affectation's changeful ſway, 

She towers in every excellence of mind 
Higher than All beſides of woman kind. 

* Employing but one look, ſhe ſpeaks her will; 
Her diſcontent, All fear like ſome great ill; 

© What ſhe commands is in the cleareſt train, 
And ne'er needs the command be faid again; 
While nothing ſhe directs, but what with eaſe 

„ Is compaſs'd, when the doers with to pleaſe, 
When ſhe reproves, thoſe cenſur'd take freſh heart 
In future with new zeal to act their part. 


+ While leaning on ſuch worth, her happy fire 
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« Sees minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, years expire, 


* As 
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As preſſing the ſoft graſs, ſome traveller laid 
Safe ſcreen'd from noon day Pnorzus in the ſhade, 


* His torrid beam eſcapes, and gains new ſtrength 
* To finiſh the wide waſte's remaining length. 

Les, ITHacus, your love indeed is built 
* On reaſon, and diſclaims love's common guilt. 350 

* ANTIOPE in inward worth is more | 
* Than mines have wealth to buy with all their ſtore. 
Her well- inſtructed mind abhors the dreſs | 
Of ornaments' vain glare than pride not leſs: 
The ſallies of her wit, though brilliant found 
And charming the mix'd throng collected round, 


The modeſt maid reſtrains; but when ſhe ſpeaks, 

«* Perſuaſion in ſoft accents ſweetly breaks, 

And in deep filence fix'd is every tongue, 

* Like midnight's liſtening ſcene, till all is done : 860 
she ſpeaks, and the ſweet ſtrain prevails around, 

So that even breath ſcarce interrupts the ſound. 


* STILL recollect you, how of late, dear ſon, 
Her father, in raſh mood, and loud of tongue, 
* To bring her to him ſent? She came, and wore 
A veil, that from her head hung down before: 
Her eyes upon the ground ſhe fix'd beſide, 
Ihe deep-conſuming bluſh ſtill more to hide. 
3E 2 3; Flex 
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* Her father having vented all his rage, 
She took the word in turn, more calm and ſage, 870 
* Yet no one accent utter'd but through aim 
Of calming the fierce wrath that ſhook his frame, 
Excited by a ſlave, that not from will 
* (As afterward it prov'd) of doing ill, 
* Had recently committed ſome offence, 
© That to ſuch anger rouz'd the monarch's ſenſe. 
* Not checking then his rage, the maid gave way, 
And granted what ſhe ſaw him fix'd to ſay : 
* But chaining down the tempeſt, when at length 
* Such vehemence had waſted all its ſtrength, 880 
Means ſhe found out to tell him how ſhe thought 
* The ſlave might have excus'd his unmeant fault. 
* Thus ſhaping to the need her modeſt ſtrain, 
* And cooling by degrees his angry vein, 
* She wrought on his good ſenſe, to ſee and own 
* How rage had that good ſenſe quite overthrown, 
* And ſtifled even bare juſtice in his breaſt, 
More ſinning than the ſlave's, ſince thus impreſs'd ; | 
While of his rage ſhe thus allay'd the fire, 
« Saving the object that had rais'd his ire, 890 
And thus, or much I err, yea thus, dear ſon, 
* Though in authority, yet claiming none, 
Shall ſhe in future rule a huſband's heart; 
But though ſuperior, be his ſoul's beſt part. 


© ONCE 
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* Once more; you love the maid, dear ſon, I know, 
* And with the paſſion ſhe inſpires may glow : 
The bounteous gods themſelves your love ſurvey, 
* Fix'd on thoſe charms that never know decay; 


* And will, ſhe ſhall be yours, but you muſt wait, 


Nor ſtabliſh your repoſe in Hymen's ſtate, 900 
Till Iryacus can ſtretch his generous hand, | 
And conſecrate himſelf the nuptial band. . 


* I praiſe you, that this paſſion, though ſincere, 
© You thought not of yet whiſpering in her ear: 
But know, and let it raiſe her worth ſtill higher, : | 
* That had you haſtily made known your fire, 

Not approbation, cheriſhing the flame, 

Would have enſued, but diſapproof and blame; 

For to no huſband will ſhe yield her charms, 

C Though ardent he ſtretch forth his pining arms : 910 
To IdoMeN, her fire, ſhe leaves, that part, 
As doubtleſs you to yours, with duteous heart. 1 


« Obſerv'd you, like myſelf, the night gone by 

Ho at the feaſt ſhe turn'd away her eye? 

« She knows what in the fight your arm has won ; 

And what in your behalf the gods have done. 

But let us inſtant hence; and voyage o'er 

+ The traject that from this divides our ſhore. 

Nought now have we to do, except alone 

That to your ſight ULys$ts' ſoon be ſhown, 920 
* And 
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And of both ſon and father, bleſt the view 
When I point out the chief that firſt ſaw you; 
* So putting in fit ſtate ULysses' heir, 

Ihe marriage knot to tie with ſuch a fair, 

* Claiming each bleſſing that the golden times 
Had to beſtow ere men grew vers'd in crimes. 
* And happy, yea, thrice happy ſurely he, 

* Happy beyond what common fates decree, 

* Whoſe fortune *tis reſerv'd, through life to reſt 
* Repoſing on the damlſel's. faithful breaſt. 930 
Even though the maid had been ordain'd by fate, 
* To ſpring from ſome coarſe hind in humble ſtate, 
* Some hind, by that ſame fate firſt doom'd to keep 
« For ſuſtenance ſcarce earn'd, a flock of ſheep 


On ALc1pvus' high fro{t-bound barren ſteep.? 


END OF BOOK XXII. 
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ARGUMENT. 


The Departure of TELEMACHUus and MENTOR from SALENTUM, 
with the previous Pleas brought forward by IDoMENEvus 70 keep | * | 
them with him: the embarraſſed Situation of TELEMACHUs, and « | 
MEexToOR's Counſels on the Occaſion. | 


Now came the day when no more doom'd to et 5 
The illuſtrious the great pair ſhould voyage home, 
And in the eaſt, bright morn with golden rays, 


That o'er the expanſe of heaven diffus'd their blaze, i 
« Forth 
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Forth iflu'd from old NRRRUS' watery ſway,. 
Tinging the ſpacious vault with ſtreaks of day. 
When riſing with new life, the ſons of men 
Thoſe labours they late left, aſſume agen, 
Repeat what the paſt day ſaw done before, 


And of life's taſk the toil is never o'er. 


Tu monarch likewiſe wakes, and knowing now 
That the fix'd day was come when MenToRr's prow, 
Then in the port, ſhould, without further ſtay, 

Bear from SALENTUM his two gueſts away, 
Whoſe preſence he ſo wiſh'd, from time to time 
Kindly forbidding they ſhould leave his clime, 
Some new preteaces urg'd with well fram'd art, 
And, when they crav'd permiſſion to depart, 

As often his reſponſive ſpeech began, 

Addreſſing with ſome doubt the godlike man. 


Anp chiefly, the great king avowal made 
How greatly he then needed counſel's aid, 
With juſtice to decide a difference ſprung 
"Tween HELvuvs, the wiſe ſeer of DELos' ſon, 
And him too, ſet apart in Ida's grove, 
Prophet and prieft of ConsERvaTOR JovE. 
The difference that took place between theſe Two, 
Sprung from portents late offer'd to their view, 


10 


20 
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The recently mark'd flight of certain birds, 
And entrails at the fane of victim-herds. 30 


Tris urgently propos'd, the ſacred Sage 


With wiſdom more than man's in ripeſt age, 


IdomENEvs addreſs'd: * What fitting end 


Can it promote, or to what profit tend, 

That earthly power decide where gods alone, 

Or ſuch as they depute, ſhould theirs make known ? 

Leave ſuch things to ET RURITA's reverend ſons, 

In whom, if we believe the fame that runs, 

Is carefully laid up, whate'er in times 

Moſt ancient, and o'er earth's unnumber'd climes, 40 
Each oracle has ſpoke, and whom Heaven fills 

With wiſdom to make known whate'er it wills.” 


Tus baffling his beſt hopes, conciſe of ſtrain 


Grave MENTOR; and thus, IDoMEN again: 


From many of great note throughout my land, 

Who, though oft check'd, in their demand yet ſtand, 

Suits daily I receive, requeſting me 

Their proceſſes to tend, and give decree 

- Proportion'd to the wrongs, of which, with ſtrain, 

That no denial damps, thoſe ſuits complain.” = 


2 * JupGE 
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« JupGE each new caſe yourſelf,* replied the friend, 


But never, though beſought, your ſpirit bend 

In perſon to decide upon one ſuit 

If of the common ſort be ſuch diſpute ; 

Or quickly, and at once, litigious throngs, 
Delighting to advance imagin'd wrongs, 

Will with cloſe ſiege for ever gird your throne, 
And leave you not one hour to call your own. 
Your eaſe of mind and frame will periſh both 
And you, though to ſupply ſuch office loath, 
The ſole and often petty judge be made 

In matters that a ſovereign but degrade. 

Thoſe pleading your high name to deal out law, 
Will ſpeedily be things that claim no awe: 
Attention your great mind will then impair, 
And blotting out its powers, a blank leave there. 
Then tread not in a path you ſee o'ergrown 
Not with life's roſes but it's thorns alone. 
Attending to ſmall things, thoſe truly great 
Muſt ſuffer, and fo ſuffering harm your ſtate. 
Be thoſe then, with all elſe of trivial kind, 


To others in their ſeveral ranks aſſign'd, 


When giving your whole ſtrength of thought and frame 


To things that ſuit not thoſe who uſe your name, 
The exertions of your mind, not hand, will then 


With rational domain preſide o'er men, 
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Nor will you, in ſuch caſe, attempt in vain 
One act, which to perform, great monarchs reign.” 


Tus he; and thus the king, expert to ſtart 
New caſes, and not let his gueſts depart. 80 
With iterated ſuits, on all ſides round, 
* Suits that, though oft rejected, ſtill abound, 
* At preſent I am preſs'd my power to uſe 
* Promoting, by ſuch means, the gainful views 
Of many in my land, who born to ſhare 
The advantages of birth, but forfeit there 
* Whence recently we fled, would gladly find 
* A recompence for all they left behind, 
* By linking in ſoft wedlock's ties their fate 
With certain maidens here whoſe wealth is great, go 
And urge that but one word pronounc'd by me 
Would every thing produce they wiſh ſhould be.“ 


Wur interrupting thus, the friend began: 
* True; but conceive how much the worthy man 
Would eſtimate too dear that ſingle word, 
If in ſuch cauſe opprobriouſly he ſtirr'd ; 
And violating juſtice, thought to pay 


* Thoſe ſervices he reap'd, in ſuch a way, 
Would you in fact deviſe, untouch'd by ſhame, 


« Ofer others to uſurp a parent's claim? 100 
3F 2 * The 
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The liberty, I mean, to chuſe what fon, 

* And conſequently heir, for both are one, 
Shall occupy the wealth he leaves behind, 

If you eſteem'd that parent's peace of mind ? 
This, IdoMeN, revolve; and ſay, would not 
* Such tyranny bring down the happy lot 

* Of many that now boaſt a proſperous race, 


To ſervitude's worſt ſtate, and man's diſgrace ? 


For wedlock is already far too rough, 

And every where choak'd up with thorns enough, 110 
* That monarchs need ſtep in, employ'd to add 
Still farther troubles, and to worſe turn bad. 
If truly you have found—far happier then 

* Than commonly turn out the race of men |— 
Fit objects for ſuch mead, aſſign them lands, 
Not bearing yet the mark of labouring hands; 
* Still dignify the gift with honours due, 

* Well meaſur'd by their birth and title too : 
Thus recompencing every ſervice done, 

« Be for a bounteous heart excell'd by none; 120 
* Ennobling more the prize, their merits pay 

With monies, that to ſerve a future day, 

« Yourſelf may have laid by, while frugal care 

* Manag'd your revenue, and bade you ſpare. 

With dignity do this; but never pay | 

Debts, though the due of ſuch as aid your ſway, 


* By 
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Buy uttering forth harſh edits from the throne, 
* Thoſe to reſtrain that your dominion own, 

And every heireſs wed, while ſtrong in ſway 
From parents their firſt right you force away.” 


Tuus anſwered his third doubt, the wary king 


Proceeded to a fourth, and thus ag'in : 

* SABARITA,' he faid, a petty ſtate 

* Cloſe limitted by ours, complain of late 

* That we have ſeiz'd on lands their rightful due, 
To benefit, ſay theſe, the needy crew 

* Lur'd hither from ſo many bordering lands, 

+ To people our void ſtate in numerous bands. 
Shall we, dear friends, in patience then comply 
With every thing they urge, but know not why ? 
And that way, as we muſt, each realm perſuade 
That by repeated claims of land thus made, 

* In produce and extent, their own may grow, 

« Enjoying what we loſe, nor fear a foe?* 

Thus IpomeN addreſs'd; when thus again, 
Anſwer'd the hoary Sage with well taught ſtrain. 


Ir is not,“ he began, I grant, my friend, 
« Expected that whateier complaint depend, 
« Yourſelf, and with yourſelf too, all the land 
Should not againſt the claim hold up your hand, 
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* Nor ſhould SAARTTA, when you complain 
| * Yield up its right and from demur refrain.'— 
f | | What ſhall decide in ſuch a conteſt then?“ 


Took up IvomeNevs the word agen. 


AN umpire,” ſaid the ſage, and ſuch may be 
* Some neighbour, from all charge of favour free ; 
Such as the SypoNTINIAN hoſt I deem; 


* Theirs be it therefore to take up this theme, 
* And well diſpos'd to both, in friendly way 
Judge and decide which cauſe ſhould here bear ſway.” 160 


Bur anſwer me once more,“ the king rejoin'd, 
Meet is it that a king's ſuperior mind 
« Should, as if ſtruck at leaſt with prudent fear, 
* Stoop to name umpires and their counſel hear ?— 
A monarch am I not, and ſay, ſhould he, 
« Exiſting from all rule of ſubjects free, 
To other lands appeal, content that they 
« Determine to what bound extends his ſway ?” 


Tuus willfully perverſe, enquir'd the king; 
And MENTok, his wiſe ſtrain renew'd ag'in: 170 
Since fix'd, (began the ſage), I find you ſtand 
« To judge between yourſelf and this fame land, 
Needs you would have it thought that right alone 
And juſtice are the guards that ſhield your throne. 


« Yet 
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* Yet think too, that the hoſt who thus complain 
* By the ſame plea of right their cauſe ſuſtain. 
* It muit be then ſome medial, ſome third ſtate, 
That can between you ſettle the debate. 
Or without queſtion, battle muſt decree 
« Whoſe, after a long war, the land ſhall be. 180 
* No middle path *tween theſe there lies, dear friend, 
« Believe me, no mild way the feud to end. 
If I ſhould tell you of one ſingle realm, 
Where rectitude forebore to guide the helm, 
Where magiſtrate, king, judge, and all that claims 
From loyalty due awe, were empty names, 
And where each family conceiv'd it right, 
Their party to make good with lawleſs might, 
* Say, would you not deplore the wretched fate, 
* The anarchy entail'd on ſuch a ſtate ?— 190 
And think you, that the gods, intent to bleſs 
Each creature, view mankind affected leſs ; 
To them, earth's various realms are but as one; 
And difference between families is none. 
« 'Then think you, I enquire once more, that theſe 
« Down looking from their ſtate, the proſpects pleaſe 
« Of warfare between man and man maintain'd, 
« While for a nought, their blood is often drain'd ? 
A ſubject, to whoſe houſe ſome field belongs, | 
If of fierce inroad he would ward the wrongs, 200 
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* To nothing can recur, ſave only law, 

* If the bold villain's rapine he would awe; 

And ſpite of his ſtrong plea, the plea of right, 

Much ſtronger in heaven's eye than that of might, 

* No remedy he has, except alone 

The ſentence of ſome judge in form made known, 

* And puniſhment deſerves, if uſing force 

He vindicates his right with headſtrong courſe. 

« Can it be granted then, that Kings are free 

* To do what ſuits not thoſe of low degree, 210 

War's impiouſly urg'd courſe employ, I mean, 

* Whoſe claims are oft ſet up by pride or ſpleen, 

* Omitting to reflect with careful view, 

What ſervice gentler modes have power to do? 

Say IpoMEN, is not that debt immenſe 

« More ſanctified and juſt in tenfold ſenſe, 

« Claim'd by the ſtate as of its king from you, 

Than what 'tween houſe and houſe is juſtly due? 

* Sclected from mankind, ſhall always thoſe 

« Be counted human nature's greateſt foes, 220 
That plunder a ſmall ſpot, while ſuch as ſway 

Large honours from the unthinking bear away, 

When they have ravag'd kingdoms, glad to find 

They leſſen with large maſſacres their kind. 

lf all of us alike are void of arms 


Adapted to repel ſoft flattery's charms, 


* And 
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And prejudice's ſlaves become, whene'er 

Even frivolous vain things engroſs our care, 

Is there not greater cauſe to fear the bane 

Shed by that prejudice and flattery's ſtrain, 
When at a people's heal, kings fit and give 
That doom by which ſo many die or live, 
Aﬀecting, as it does, the numerous band 

Sav'd by their care, or murder'd by their hand ? 
Shall any one call'd man to whom we ſec 

Such weakneſs as is nature's, heaven decrec 
Conceiving he is fit for every fact, 

As maſter of himſelf preſume to act, 

As maſter of himſelf, when reaſen's tongue 
Bids him diſtruſt his heart, ſince human ſprung ? 
Shall only in one breaſt the fear ſubſide 

Of errors made by all to earth allied, 

When thoſe of but one man, are ſure to bring 
Sad iſſues upon thoſe he rules as king; 


For oft the wrongs of him, whom regal ſway 


Fills with ambition's flame, from day to diy, 
Cauſe ravages ; cauſe dearth, when wanting bread 
Men do all wicked actions to be fed ; 

Cauſe pillagings by night; or opener ſtealth ; 
Cauſe, by luxurious courſes, wreck of health ; 


With proſtituted parts by lucre ſway'd, 


And morals in low depravation laid, 
3G 
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While ages far remov'd are doom'd to feel 


That canker which time's courſe can ſcarcely heal. 


* Tris let me add too; that when kings contend, 
Kings, who their ſubjects' weal would fain befriend, 
* Their equity, their faith, and peaceful mind, 
* Sufficiently they ſhow to all mankind, 
* By pitching on ſome realm, empower'd to blame 
« Or juſtify, if fit, a new urg'd claim. 260 
Nor, does this umpire, when by both aſſign'd. 
Put on a judge's frown or rigorous mind: 
In his arbitrement he rs and ſeems 
One, that each king his honour's guardian deems. 
* Not that before this guardian bent with awe, 
* Such as that reverence, men ſhould have for law, 
They yield to his decrees : they need alone 
« With deference hear his judgment when made known, 
* And ſomething of that good, by both held dear, 
Surrender, that their lands peace. ſtill may cheer. 270 
If this be firſt perform'd, and war indeed 
« Muſt, after all their patriot cares proceed, 


* To favour their juſt cauſe, at leaſt they boaſt, 
What oft exceeds the ſtrength of a whole hoſt, 
« The advantage inexpreſſible, I mean, | 
Of boſoms from all thought of bloodſhed clean; 
71+ /Fheix 
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* Their neighbour.ſtates* approof; the teſt within ; 

And over them without, heaven's wide ſtretch'd wing.“ 

Here finiſh'd her great ſtrain the mighty Mix p, 

Hid in the form and garb of human kind: 280 
When touch'd with the advice, SaLENTVuu's king 

Thoſe arbiters conſented to call in, [| 


Whoſe voice, as was but juſt, the monarch ſaid, 


Should weigh down his own thoughts and rule inſtead, | 


Bur grieving when he found his arts in vain, | 
Wiſe MEgxTor to perplex and ſtill detain, 18 
Still, though oft baffled, yet not leſs inclin'd | 
Some means more certain of ſucceſs to find, 
Ingenious in his need, he took a way 
Much ſurer the great viſitants to ſtay, 290 10 
In ITHacus, he was not to be taught, 

What alteration his lov'd child had wrought. 

He read it in each look; and now intent 

To fan the riſing flame till it found vent, 

Bade her appear, as when, on feſtal days 

She magnified in ſong the TuunperER's praiſe, 
Her father's ſovereign will the royal maid, 

Full of a child's ſubmiſſiveneſs, obey'd ; 

But in ſuch manner ſung, that all then near 


Or diſtant, while ſhe charm'd the liſtening ear, 300 
36 2 Her 
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Her trouble plainly ſaw, thus forc'd to pay 
Obedience and confront the noon tide day; 
While ſatisfied not yet, her royal ſire 
Bade her, with notes firſt ſuited to her lyre, 
TELEMACHvus' late well earn'd praiſe reſound, 
And the great chiefs his arm had ſtrew'd around. 
IDOMENEUS bade this; but bade in vain; 
ANTIOPE could not prefer ſuch ſtrain: 
Nor ventur'd, on due thought, the anxious ſire 
To force on ſuch a theme her voice or lyre. 310 
Already, her ſweet notes and charming lay 
Had to each heart aſſerabled round, made way; 
While Ipomen beheld, with eyes faſt fix'd, 
What trouble felt the youth with pleaſure mix'd. 
Thus ITHACus; yet ſtill, though paſſion's chain 
Subjected him faſt bound to beauty's reign, 
He was not an indign inglorious flave, 
Diſgracing the late fight that ſpoke him brave; 
For in his heart, calm reaſon tower'd above 
Wild fancy, and talk'd down the rage of love: 320 
Nor longer ſeem'd he now that ſame young man, 
Whoſe life blood, through each vein, quite fever'd ran, 
And whom, as if ſo heaven had will'd his fate, 
Love maſtering every ſenſe, had made fit mate 
For meagre looking death, what time the pair 
Breath'd in OG y61a's land infected air. 


Tuls 
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Tr1s ſcheme deceiving too the king's intent, 
Soon after on a ſixth his thoughts he bent; 
Commanding a grand chace, whoſe end aſſign'd 
Was to employ and pleaſe his daughter's mind; 330 
Loath, at that ſeaſon, he obſerv'd, to ſhare 
The pleaſures to be found in rural air. | 
His daughter would have wept, but that ſhe knew 
The obedience to a father's order due. PRE f 
Her courſer ſhe beſtrides, a milk- white ſteed | 
More animate not thoſe of TyrRacian breed | 


To combatings long train'd by CasTor's hands; 

Exulting -he paws up the crumbling ſands ; 

And boaſting the fair form that reins him in, 

Anſwers with echoing neigh the huntſman's din. 340 
The courſer, , in his ſpeed, however ſtrong, 
At pleaſure ſhe reſtrains, or ſpurs him on; 

And at her ſide, a beauteous female train 


Join in the clamorous hunt, and ſcower the plain. 
While over their whole troop, appears the maid 
Like D1aN, when ſhe penetrates ſome glade, 
The timid but ſwift deer to urge along, 

Or tyger of ſtout heart and ſine ws ſtrong. 


TRANSPORTED at the ſight, with ardent gaze 


IdoMENEUs purſues the doubling maze ; 350 
Obſerving 
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Obſerving, at each turn, his daughter's charms, 
And at the ſight forgets his fate's paſt harms. 
Thus fix'd, beholds the kingly man his child, 
Who foremoſt of her train pervades the wild, 
And Ityacus too with him, notes as well 
How o'er the reſt her outward charms excel ; 
But the interior, raviſhing while ſeen, 


With his mind's eye, more ponders than her mein. 


For ſtarted is the game, and with mix'd din 
The foreſt, the wide plain, and vallies ring. 
Before them, the ſwift dogs, with deep mouth'd cries, 
Urge o'er the field a ſavage of huge ſize. 
More terrible ſcarce that tremendous boar, 
Rear'd in the caves of CarLyponus? ſhore, 
And which in Ex EUs' fields—a vengeful foe— 
Men with their labours, and whole woods laid low. 
Thick planting his broad back, a ſtunted wood 
Of briſtles, in a line ſhot upwards, ſtood ; 
His eye-balls ſwell'd with rage, and far and near 
Thunder from his wide noſtrils ſtruck: the ear. 
Leſs terrible the ſhock of roaring winds, 
Ere Eorus their rage in fetters binds. 
His tuſks, that as he roar'd, and ruſh'd along, 


All menacing with death, were crook'd and ſtrong ; 


360 


370 


Forth 
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Forth ſtanding like the ſcythes of ſturdy ſwains, 
Wielded in harveſt to diſrobe the plains. 


Bur firſt and unſupported, as alone, 
The damſel, to whoſe breaſt was fear unknown, 
Outſtripping the fleet wind came up, and dar'd 
The ſavage to cloſe fight with dart prepar'd. 380 
Whizzing it flew along, and flying found 
Sure way; for it infix'd the intended wound. 
Yet pierc'd not through his heart, though forth a tide 
Guſh'd copious, whoſe large ſtream ſuffus'd his ſide. 
In raging pain he turns, and with his roar 
Shakes the reſounding plain and diſtant ſhore. 


Ix ſpite of his ſtrong nerves, the noble ſteed 
Shrinks thus attack'd, although of generous breed. 
Before him, the gaunt ſavage beats down all, 
Reſiſtleſs like ſome ram that ſtorms a wall. 390 
Nor can AN TIO E the ruin ſhun; 

But to her ſuccour ruſh'd ULVSssEs' ſon. 
Obſerving her diſtreſs, with lightning's ſpeed 
Firſt ſnatching a long dart he quits his ſteed ; 
And valiant on death's brink, with hardy mein 
Flies in, the courſer and fierce boar between. 
Before him with ſtrong arm impels the dart, 


And its broad point thruſts through the monſter's heart, 
| That 
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That now foregoes his prey, and once again, 
Loud roaring with the pang, falls backward ſlain. 400 


Tuus to his arm, the damſel's ſafety due, 
The ſavage's thick neck he cuts in two: 

Forth ſpouts another flood; the head he takes, 
Which viewing in his hand, the Braveſt quakes, 
And, on the ſpot, reſpe&tful bending down, 

His conqueſt he entreats the maid to crown, 

By taking the mean gift, that it might ſtand 
Proof of his heaven-impell'd and ſaving hand. 
But ſhe appears confus'd; her glowing cheek 

Is cover'd with a bluſh, nor can ſhe ſpeak : 410 
Tow'rds IDoMeN ſhe turns, who ſeiz'd with fear 
When he beheld her wretched fate fo near, 
Tranſported now ſurveys the monſtrous boar 
Laid proſtrate, and the danger happ'ly o'er, 

And tutor'd by his looks, her grateful mind 
Thus ſhe atteſts, and takes the gift aſſign'd. 


Nor ſenſeleſs I accept your preſent, youth, 
Unneeding ſure an oath to prove my truth. 

And in the act well pleas'd, confeſs with pride 
That one of much more price I take beſide: 
Life reſcu'd by your hands.“ Abaſh'd, ſhe ſaid, 
And, virgin as ſhe was, conceiv'd the dread 


420 


That 
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That too much ſhe had ſpoke; for ting'd with ſhame 
Her countenance aſſum'd a reddening flame. 

This ITHacvs obſerv'd, and durſt alone 

His ſentiments thus ſpeak with faultering tone. 


* THRICE fortunate,” he cried, the ſon indeed 
Of Iruacus, by heaven's bleſt will decreed 
A life of ſuch great worth from death to fave, 
And of its victim difappoint the grave 430 


Lad 


But fortunate far more, would heaven that ſon 
Deign graciouſly his days“ calm courſe to run, 


Made happy in your ſmiles, and paſs away 
Life's period in the bliſs he reaps this day. 
He ended ; for by this, the maid again 
Mounting her ſteed, had mix'd among the train. 


THE monarch, who remark'd from firſt to laſt, 
With penetrating eye, whate'er had paſs'd ; 
And this late ſpeech, that every thing betray'd, 
Would of his child the offer then have made; 440 
Yet from the gift abſtain'd ſome longer time, 
That ſuch great gueſts not yet might leave his clime : 
But downwards look the gods, and laugh to ſcorn 
The intentions fram'd by thoſe of women born. 
 What-Ipomen's ſtrong hope conceiv'd would there 


Contribute to detain ULyssEs? heir, 
3H Was 
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Was, in itſelf, the cauſe that every day 

Prov'd irkſome, till his bark had fail'd away. 

Fruit this of MEenToR's care, who inſtant, now 

Of IDomen crav'd leave the deep to plow. 450 
Thus watchful in her love and wiſdom join'd, 

And ſtudious to lead on the hero's mind, 

No place ſhe let him tread a longer time 

Than the fit ſpace to teach his early prime 

The ſcience as 'tis call'd of men and things; 

Science, that ſo becomes the greateſt kings. 


Bur Ipou kN, who ſaw at length the day 
When his illuſtrious gueſts mu/t ſail away, 
Contracted a diſtreſs and weight of care, 
Such as his o'ercharg'd mind could hardly bear. 460 
Repining at the idea that theſe Too, 
Theſe almoſt only friends he ever knew, 
Muſt inſtantly depart and leave his throne 
An unſupported ſeat of care alone, | 
Shut in his houſe's cloſeſt ſolitude, _ 
Where his attending train might leaſt intrude, 
By modes that but ſmall pauſe to grief produce, 
Loud iterated ſighs and tears profuſe, | 
Would he unload his boſom, and give vent 
To the corroding griefs within it pent. 470 
In 
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In the ſtill ſilence of the night's repoſe, 

He ſleeps not, and by day all food foregoes : 

Life's current through each vein it's tide ſcarce rolls ; 
A hand as of chill death his frame controuls ; 

And ere man's failing ſtate, he pines away 

With premature old age and ſure decay. 


As lifted though on high, and all around 
O'erſpreading a large tract of ſhaded ground, 
Droops the 'tall oak, if but a worm unſeen 


Engender the thick trunk and bark between; 480 


For it corrodes ſome duct, ordain'd to bear 

Through every part alike the ſtream of air, 

While ruefully thus gnaw'd, its juicy flow 

No longer it receives from earth below. 

And, though the clown employ'd his axe to ply, 

Was with reſpe& long us'd to paſs it by, 

Luxuriant as it grew, yet alter'd now, 

And with deep languor mark'd on every bough, 

It fickens, and the robe it lately wore ; 

It's foliage of bright hue, looks green no more, 490 
Thus from himſelf ſeem'd Ipo EN eſtrang'd, 

Alter'd with grief, weigh'd down, and wholly chang'd. 


Bur thus, while he declin'd, ULyssEs' ſon 


Communion with his griefs eſſay'd to ſhun, 
3 H 2 By 
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By tender pity ſway'd ; yet not alone 

Weigh'd that pure motive, though none elſe was known ; 

For love was in his heart, and every hour 

Rul'd o'er his ſenſes with increaſing power. 

Love, though not ſuch as in Ocyc1a's clime 

Down to death's gates ſubdued his blooming prime ; 500 
Yet was it love no leſs, and now again 
Brought by ANnT1oPE to own it's reign, 

From whoſe dear fight it gave him day by day 
Greater and greater pain to ſail away, 

Would he aſſign, whatever human art 

Or cunning, ſo beſt nam'd, avails to ſtart 

As reaſons why he thought ſome future time 
Much better to depart SALENTUM's clime, 
When, not, as then, the king ſhould hardly bear 
That his two viſitors forſook him there. 

All this he ſaid, and would have more aſſign'd, 
Had not the ſenior thus reveal'd his mind ? 
This difference in you wrought, with joy I ſee ; 
* Since you were wont far other late to be. 
Contemptuous of diſtreſs, and prone with ſcorn 
To entertain ſoft feelings, were you born: 
But totally now chang'd, at length I find 

* Humanity's ſoft touch pervades your mind; 
And ſuffering ſo yourſelf, too well you know 
What pity to men's woes their brethren owe. 520 


« Yet 


510 
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Vet truſt me, this heaven's firſt, nay, only gift, 

This pity, that no praiſe enough can lift, vl 
Full frequently may fray beyond its bounds, 

* And wander on weak friendſhip's ſandy grounds. 

To IDoMEN, at once, myſelf would ſpeed, 

* And that diſmiſſion gain which now we need, 

* So by my friendſhip gladly ſparing you, 

All trouble, when the painful .taſk you do, 

* Did I not fear that modeſty, dear ſon, 

Such as baſe minds fo call, but which is none 530 
Might in your breaſt prevail, and quench the flame 

Of courage, which to want is nature's ſhame. 

« *Tis needful that the man, whoſe noble heart 

Acts uniformly great the heroe's part, 

Should with true fortitude his friendſhip's ſenſe 

Work up, even when it's flame is moſt intenſe ; 

To no one ſhould occaſion needleſs pain, 


But ſoften the ſharp anguiſh men ſuſtain.'— 


To ſoften it indeed, dear friend and guide, 


TELEMACHvUs to this in haſte replied, | 540 
Would I much rather that by you not me, 

* THOMENEUsS were told of heaven's decree, 

Our wiſhes how it bars and bids me go, 

Great though the griefs that from our parting flow.” 


Nax, 
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Nax, ſaid the friend, © you err, dear ſon, like all 
* Seeing before them numerous ſubjects fall ; 
* Capricious as they are from day to day, 
* All nature they would have their will obey. 
* The miſeries of mankind affect them not, 
Provided they ne'er ſee the ſufferer's lot. 550 
If, therefore, it ſeem meet to reprehend, 
* With accent of ſoft kind, ſome erring friend, 
* Or who of choice does wrong, approach ſevere, 
And their harſh comment pour into his ear, 
* Such office would unworthy kings reſign 
* To others, and their life conſume ſupine. 
« Nay, ſuch beſides their ſloth, and greateſt then, 
When chiefly they are girt by artful men, 
To theſe they give each grace of every. kind, 
If but their ſenſe, with flattery they can blind; 560 
However 7ho/e they thwart, that day by day 
Aſſiſt them to diſcharge the cares of ſway. 


Bur, into theſe great faults, debaſing kings 
* Rais*d o'er the people to be hurtful things, 
Who dignity diſgrace, though while they reign, 
Of flatterers they endure the galling chain, 
And like the ivy, that if eber it riſe, 
* Weak in itſelf yet aiming at the ſkies, 


« Muſt 
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Muſt to ſome tree its elevation owe, 

Climb as that climbs, and but ſupported grow ; 
Yea, like the ivy, only ſeeming ſtrong 

When by ſome tree uplifted, crawl along ; 
Into the faults of ſuch, I ſay, dear ſon, 
Expect not that my love will ſee you run ; 
For now, though you may truly fear to grieve 
IdoMENEvs* great heart by taking leave, 

Yet ſcarce ſhall you have left Sa LENTU's bay, 
And on your voyage homeward fail'd away, 
But, as I gueſs, withdrawing from his ſhore, 
In your remembrance he will live no more. 
It is not what he feels your boſom ſways, 
Thus to ſeek cauſes for ſtill freſh delays ; 

But only to gain time, not grieve him leſs, 
Another you would name the theme to preſs. 
Be, therefore, juſt, my ſon, and frankly own 
The trouble you expreſs for him not ſhown. 
To IpomeNn then go yourſelf, and ſpeak, 
Determin'd what mu/# be at once to break. 

If while you ſpeak, you feel the riſing tear ; 
Let the ſad tale you bring in that appear; 


For tears ſhame not the Brave ; ſince who are ſlow 


To ſhed them for diſtreſs, no greatneſs know; 
But while you weep, be firm, and fay, it's will 


Heaven has declar'd, which you mult needs fulfil.” 
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Tris heard TELEMAcnvs, and though he thought 
That duty bade him do what Mx rox taught, 
Yet in his breaſt ſome ſervile fear bore ſway, 
Nor knew he how the advice he ſhould obey : 
He heſitated oft ; ſtopt ſhort; and then | 
His faultering ſtep renew'd, then ſtopt agen ; 600 
But when the ſeer's reproving look he ſaw, 
It ſtruck him, as 'twas meant, at once with awe, 
And into empty air diſpers'd away, 
All he had thought before the king to ſay. 


Wur putting on a ſmile, the friend began: 
* Is this,“ ſaid he, the great the mighty man 
In battle ſo renown'd? Can this be he, 
Who lately clad in arms ſet nations free? 
* Who conquer'd a whole hoſt, and who, as ſon 
Of IrRHAcus, a chief divinely ſprung, 610 
* Muſt, after his great fire, appear to GREECE 
Great in the field of war, and great in peace? 
Lo, utterly now alter'd, though of late 
In the fierce fight he durſt confront even fate, 
He dares not face [poMeNEevs, and ſay: 
The gods, that o'er heav'n, earth, and hell bear ſway, 
„In their high will allowing me no more 


oy 


„To tread ſo far from home SaLENTUM's ſhore, | 
Back 
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Back my now waiting galley, bid me ſteer, 

Once more, to view whate'er my heart holds dear, 620 
* A father, that fo long his loſs has borne, 

And mother doom'd as long her fate to mourn.” — 


c 


Oh you of ITHACA, hereafter will'd 

Your throne with ſuch a monarch to ſee fill'd, 

What will you think, when, ſome years hence, you find 
That monarch from his fire ſo chang'd in mind, 

Doom'd as he is to a miſtaking ſhame, 

That every one degrades of manly name ? 

By your own pattern taught, obſerve, my ſon, 

And own, what can eſcape the eye of none, 630 
Own what vaſt difference there exiſts between 

Such valour as meets death with front ſerene, 

And that in life more needful, as more fit 

Its buſineſs to go through, and well be quit. 

All dread was to your heart a thing unknown, 

When on the ground AprasTus lay o'erthrown ; 

Yet totally now chang'd, you ſhrink with fear, 

Nor in his griefs, dare IDouEN draw near. 

Thus kings diſhonour's blot incur too oft, 

Though ſoaring by great deeds in fame aloft : 640 


Performing as of late in bloody fight, 


All that can lift man's praiſe for hardy might, 
Now alter'd, to mean notions you ſhrink down, 
Such as hey lodge whom no great actions crown, 
| 31 And 
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* And entertain thoſe fears which others, born 


* To mingle with the ignoble crowd, would ſcorn.” 


TELEMACHUs heard all, compell'd to own 
The truth of MenTor's comment thus made known: 
And inwardly much hurt, himſelf to find 
Fit object for remark of ſuch harſh kind, 650 
From MENTOR he ſet forth, nor lent an ear 
To the ſuggeſtions of his former fear. 


But his intent now. reſolute to hold, 

Proceeded with an aſpect fix'd and bold. 

Let ſcarcely had his foot the ſpot attain'd, 

Where ſwallow'd up in grief the king ſat pain'd, 

But by their ſeparate feelings, both appear'd 

As if each chief alike, the other fear'd : 

For neither durſt look up; the youth, the king 

Were filent, nor could either long begin ; 660 
Till I—Do ux prevail'd, and gave his grief, 

Thus venting it in words, ſome flight relief: 


Axp wherefore are men taught,* oppreſs'd he ſaid, 


Through their life's courſe in virtue's paths to tread ; 


If thus with niggard hand, her final mead 

* Remunerates the toils through which they lead? 
Wrought on to hear, and not with heart unmov'd 
By MENTOR's honeſt ſtrain my faults reprov'd, 


* In 
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In future I muſt breathe forlorn and left, 

* And not of him alone, but you bereft, 670 
* But be it as heaven wills; as heaven, tow'rds me 
* Too rigidly diſpos'd, may all decree. 

Let any fate take place, though I incur 

* A ſecond time my faults and doubly err. 

« Henceforth howe'er let none addreſs me here 

On ways to gain my people's love and fear ; 

* To govern is but pain and heart-felt care, 

* And therefore the hard office I forbear. 

* I give up men's applauſe ; for all is now 

* Become a grievous load my neck to bow. 680 
* TELEMACHUS, why leave SALENTUM'sS ſhore? 

* ULyssSEs, your great fire, exiſts no more, 

* You ſeek him to no end, and with him too 

Even ITHAca itſelf is loſt to you. 

The ſuitors revel there, who one and all 

Plot by their arts to work your wretched fall. 

« Your death to their dark complots ſhall ſucceed, 

* And when the port you enter, you muſt bleed. 


« Meantime, amid the foul adulterous band, 

* Some rev'ller muſt have ſeiz'd your mother's hand: 690 

Then wiſely to confront your ruin fear, 

* And if your life you love, continue here. 

That father you have loſt, myſelf will be: 

Heaven amply ſhall his love ſupply in me. 
312 Here, 10 
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, 
1 Here, as my ſon and heir ſupremely crown'd, 
1 « Your government ſhall rule the region round 
When [I have left the world; nay more, aflert 
| That uncontroul'd command myſelf exert, 
Till being I reſign, and raviſh'd find 
How boundleſs the great truſt I have aſſign'd. 700 
« Weigh duly what I urge; but, if my pray'r 
Heaven dooms ſhall be addreſs'd to empty air, 
Let this one favour mark your generous mind, 
And MENTOR, godlike MEexToR leave behind, 
« Whoſe wiſdom muſt provide my only ſtay, 
If you remain reſolv'd to fail away. 
Speak; anſwer me, and quick: nor hear in vain 
My earneſtly addreſs'd, my ſuppliant ſtrain. 
What! filent |] Nor a word? Alas | too well 
I gather to what height my griefs muſt ſwell ! 710 
And deeper I now bleed than late in CRETE, 
When with his tears my ſon bedew'd theſe feet, 
And ſtretch'd upon the ground pour'd out a flood, 
Forth ruſhing more abundant than his blood.” 


HRE finiſhing, he wept; when thus, with low 
And interrupted voice, confus'd and flow, 
TELEMACHUS replied: * Oh king, my own 
IJ am not, to do aught I chuſe alone. 


The 
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* The Immortals bid me back, whoſe ſovereign ſway 

* Rejecting my own likings, I obey. 720 
* As witneſs my great friend, my faithful guide, 

My monitor, my all in life beſide, 

He, in whom heav'nly wiſdom guides man's ſenſe, 

And who in their great name commands me hence. 

Think therefore, and decide what part is mine, 

* Thus being told heaven's high ſupreme deſign. 

Does virtue, yea does virtue's ſovereign voice 

Tell me, as if the act requir'd no choice, 

A father to reſign and mother too | 

Long anxious though in vain their ſon to view ? 730 
* Or nature's; does that bid me think no more 

* Of family, heir, friends, or native ſhore ? 

* Predeſtin'd to bear rule, I am not free, 

* Though I may hate life's toils, thoſe toils to flee. 

* More wealthy far than mine your realm, I own; 

Vet am I pleas'd with ITHACA alone, 

Since 'tis my lot; and let me yours refuſe, 

Free from ambition's aim and towering views. 

* Thrice fortunate my fate, were ſhe, whoſe charms 

A ſecond time might rouze whole hoſts to arms, 740 


« Yea, were ANTIOPE, O king, but mine, 


And might our hands and boſoms wediock join, 
I ſhould not think of thrones and empires then, | 1 
The happieſt to become of happy men. 
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On empire, were her heart but mine, that throne 
More glorious than to kings moſt conquering known, 
Contemptuous would I look; yet ſtill, howe'er 
With ardour of ſtrong love I view the fair, 

Since the great debt that to my fire I owe, 

Thus bids me from SALENTUM's kingdom go, 750 
All other claims are weak, and hence I ſteer 

To merit the bright maid my heart holds dear, 

And ITraca ſafe gaining, claſp the feet 

Of my dear fire with filial fondneſs meet, 

Him craving to obtain me at your hands 

ANTIOPE, in ſacred HYVMEN's bands; | 
A grace, which, if vouchſaf'd, will make his ſon 
Happier than all from human mothers ſprung. 


When lately we firſt met, recall to mind, 


What promiſe you then pledg'd, my zeal to bind, 760 


To ſend me home in ſhips that dread no ftorm, 


Rais'd by the god, whoſe power can all perform, 
And that of timber made from Ipa's grove, 

Tower eminent, ſince conſecrate to Jove. 

This call to mind, O kiſg, remembering too 

How ſuch a fignal grace to make my due, 
Affrighted by no toil, I durſt oppoſe, 

And by- heaven's aid, o'ercome your DauNlan foes. 
Thus active in your cauſe, confeſs, the time 


Come now, that I ſhould ſeek my native clime; 770 
* And 
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And if my care but ſpeed, cure every woe 

* Inflicted on our houſe by fiends below; 

* Convinc'd that for my benefit, the god, 

* Who pityingly even wields affliction's rod, 

* Truſting my firſt weak ſtate to MenTor's care, 
* 'That promiſe of large fruit my youth might bear, 
* Him gave as well to me, with godlike thought, 

* To teach me how heaven's pleaſure might be wrought. 
And would you, I ſhould loſe my MENTOR too, 
Greater than whom, no gift my youth ere knew? 
All having loſt, excepting him alone, 

(For has fate left me aught to call my own?) 

* Determine, yea determine you, O king, 

* If from me this great preſent I ſhould fling. 

* No; rather would I die, or ſuffer breath 
Protracted, to endure even living death. 

* Then freely, as you may, my Being take; 

No prayer for ſuch a trifle will I make: 

My life, if you think fit, at once require, 

But ſpare me, I intreat, my friend and fire.” 


WuriLEe ITHAacvus thus ſpake, his voice became 
Much louder, and leſs ſhook his labouring frame. 
IpouEkNEUS heard all, and when the ſon 
Of ITHacvs his moving ſpeech had done, 
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Sat ſtudying to reply, yet did not know 

Where to take up afreſh his ſtrain of woe, 

Nor his own ſpirit bring, to yield conſent 

That any thing ſhould be as was then meant; 
Though heaven, he knew had iſſued the decree, 
That as were all things then, ſhould all things be, 
Thus ſeated was he ſeen in wretched plight, 

When ſuddenly the ſenior ſtruck his ſight, 

Who looking at the king, with grief oppreſs'd, 
Benevolently kind theſe words addreſs'd : 


* CeasE, IDoMEN, to mourn: we go, tis true; 
But WiIspou, that dwells here, and fills heaven too, 
* Needleſs, I truſt, ſhall make our future ſtay, 

* If you invoke her aid from day to day. 

* Yourſelf then, yea yourſelf, too bleſt eſteem 
That hither ſent by chance,” as ſome might deem, 
Vet really not ſo, ſince heaven's decree 

Wills every thing by ways men cannot ſee, 

« Weak inſtruments, we came, by PALLASs' hand 
Made capable from wreck to ſave your land, 

And teach you to reform in future time, 

© Thoſe evils that had almoſt whelm'd your clime. 
He that we leave behind, the blameleſs Sage, 


Good PILoc LES I mean of honour'd age, 
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* A monitor 
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A monitor ſevere, yet uſeful friend, 


Will ſerve you, with firm love to life's laſt end. 


That homage, by juſt men, to virtue paid ; 


That love, by patriots of ſound heart, diſplay'd, 


Whoſe boſoms always burn with ſacred zeal 
To benefit each way the public weal, 

And that alacrity, the good man ſhows 

To comfort with bleſt balm the ſufferer's woes, 
In PruriLocLEs are found, and cannot fail 


To ſoften the worſt griefs that life aſſail. 


Let then his counſels in your boſom ſway ; 
Nor to ſuſpicion, without cauſe, give way. 
His ſervice in no act can more be ſhown, 
Than ſpeaking with ſtrict truth and that alone. 
They, who, accounting truth their real friend, 
To her ſuggeſtions chearfully attend, 

Their fortitude beſt ſhow ; and this, if you 
Inceſſantly, great king, take heed to do, 

Our abſence need occaſion you no pain, 

For permanently bleſt muſt prove your reign, 
But you are ruin'd, if the flatterer's ſtyle, 
That monſter, putting on the ſerpent's guile, 


And gliding with ſwift pace o'er beds of bloom, 


Where the whole garden's tribes exhale perfume, 
To vitiate with deep bane the deſtin'd prey, 
Till its late opening charms all fade away, 
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* If flattery (I repeat) ſhould, as before, 

* Both in CRETE's forfeit realm, and on this ſhore, 

* Your heart again pervade, and kindle there 

* A ſpirit that juſt counſels will not bear. 

* Show then for us no more than manly grief, 

But let inceſſant act be your relief; 850 
* And, mindful of each care that waits a crown, 

The abſence of your friends in buſineſs drown. 

Good PHiLoCLEs already has my care 

Inſtructed, by what means himſelf. to bear, 

While he allays your griefs, and, ſtrictly juſt, 

* Preſumes not to abuſe committed truſt. 

* The Immortals to his charge your ſtate decree, 

As him, ſays oft my Ward, they have to me. 

* In future ſhould you chance my aid to lack, 

Send for me, and with ſpeed will I come back, 860 
When the laſt office for my charge is done, 

And the dear fire meets once more his dear ſon. 

Ves, then will I return, o'erjoy'd to do 

« All in my power your throne to ſerve anew. 

What could my zeal more ſatisfied employ ? 

* Truſt me, no act could give it greater joy, 

No worldly fame or recompence I crave ; 

Nothing but what exiſts beyond the grave. 

Ihe Unhappy to befriend is all my pride; 

That all my boaſt—a ſhadow all beſide : 870 


Nothing 
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* Nothing but that ſhall make men's memories laſt, 
When the whole ſyſtem of Jovr's works is paſt.” 


435 


THvs while Minerva ſpoke, SaLENTUu's king 


Grew more and more compos'd and calm within : 
The tempeſt there was quell'd, like hat of ſeas 
When to abate their rage the god decrees, 
Repreſſes with his trident every wave, 

And the loud whirlwind fetters in it's cave. 

His heart indeed was griev'd, but griev'd alone; 
It throbb'd not with the pangs there lately known. 
A ſentiment he felt of tendereſt kind, 

A paſſion that to pain even pleaſure join'd ; 
While fortitude, hope, virtue, humble truſt 

And confidence in heaven that cheers the Jus, 
Like Pnotsus, when the ſhades he drives away, 


880 


And makes heaven's face once more renew'd look gay, 


Reviv'd in his dark breaſt, now grown once more 
Calm as the morning when night's ſtorms are o'er. 


WHEN cheerfully he faid: * *Tis well; I ſee 
That yielding to each act heaven's powers decree, 


-. 


Oft muſt men ſunder, and without a tear, 
From every thing in life they hold moſt dear. 


a 


For your departure now I bar no more. 
3K 2 
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Seek then, dear friends, yes, ſeek your native ſhore ; 


* Implicitly 
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* Implicitly I yield to the decree, 
That, as it governs men, ſhall govern me. 
* Haſte therefore, and ſet out; yet, oh my friend, 
* Oh MexnTox, to this prayer I *., attend; 
And on my kingdom caſt one thought behind, 
When you have gain'd the port you go to find, 900 
And finiſh'd every toil allotted there = 
* The fruit of your deſerts in peace to ſhare, 
* SALENTUM is your work, whoſe proſperous ſtate 
* Was faſhion'd by your hands that made it great. 
* That often recollect, and think how left 
* [IroMENEvVs here breathes of hope berett. 
Go you too, from ULyssEs' lineage ſprung, 
of a great father the no leſs great ſon, | 
To ITRHACA, your bark in ſafety ſteer ;* 
Go, for no longer now I hold you here; 910 
But with heaven's pleaſure acquieſce content, 
Since two ſuch gueſts were to my realm but lent. 
And once more, ere I ceaſe, addreſſing you, 
* Go with TELEMACHUs, go MENTOR too, 
Go, greateſt of your race, if down on earth 
* You came not, of far more than mortal birth, 
* Aſſuming. a feign'd form, mankind to ſhow 
* What deeds important from heaven's wiſdom flow. 
* Go 
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Go both away in peace, both great, both bleſs'd ; 
Forgive me theſe deep ſighs that rend my breaſt ! 
O time too lightly priz'd|- O golden days, 

* Beholding me late baſk ingfortune's blaze, 

* But from the common ſort ſcarce noted then, 

* So little of the future know vain men | 

* Days, for my peace, too far, too quickly run! 

* Irrevocably gone ere well begun! 

* Your happy courſe returning now no more, 
Never again ſhall glad SX LENTUu's ſhore; 
Nor ever my ſad eyes, thrice hard decree! 

* Witneſs the dear dear objects now they ſce. 


He finiſh'd, when the ſage, with anxious look, 
That moment to pronounce his farewell took. 
O'er PfILOCILES' bent neck, (ſince cloſe beſide 
To claſp them ere they cleav'd the briny tide, 
Stood PHiLOCLES as well, intent to take 
His farewell of the two, for friendſhip's ſake), 
O'er PniLocLEs bent neck, his arms he threw, 
Embrac'd him, and pronounc'd a laſt adieu : 
One only, and no more; ſince bath'd in tears 
Was PnriLocLEs more bow'd by grief than years. 
With no leſs pain oppreſs'd, ULyssEs' ſon, 
Whoſe ſilence ſhow'd what pangs his boſom wrung, 
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Was minded to lay hold of MENTOR's hand, 

And gain with ſuch ſupport the neighbouring ſtrand, 
But to the ſtrand his progreſs ſhaping too, 

As anxious to put off their final view 

"Tween MENTOR and his Warp, the afflicted king 
Full of officious amity ſtepp'd in; 

And with the people forward as he went, 

Alternate look'd at each, while ſighs had vent, 

And to unload his heart he ſtrove in vain, 


For tears would have their way and choak his ſtrain. 


BuT gaining the throng'd ſhore, the winding bay, 
Where the appointed bark then floating lay ; 
From multitudes, ſent up, a clamorous cry 
Of intermingled noiſes mounts the ſky. 

With ſeamen the whole ſtrand is cover'd o'er, 
That preparation make to launch from ſhore : 
Their canvas they unfurl, the cordage tend ; 
Louder and louder their mix*d ſhouts aſcend ; 
And at Mixerva's will, a proſperous gale 
Blows ſea-ward, and fills out the tugging fail. 
Once more TELEMACHvs and MENTOR too 
Diſconſolate bid both the king adieu. 
Diſconſolate too he, with ardent graſp, 

Long holds them in a friend's laſt parting claſp, 
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And in his ſoul's reluctance, hardly now 

Permitting them to climb the ready prow, 

With PniLocLEes, ſends forth his ſtraining eye; 

While forward they behold the veſſel fly | 970 
Tow'rds the laſt verge, confounding ſea with ſky. 


END OF BOOK xXIII. 
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Arxtapy the whole ſhore, a ridgy chain, 
HID RUN TIA, from thy port to LocRIA's plain, 
Receding in their ſtern, and loſt in air 


A proſpect of no form appears to bear. 
Already 
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Already, from afar the pilot ſees 

LevcaTIaA's mountains riſing by degrees, 
LevcaTia's, o'er whoſe tops at early day, 
Bright Pnozus ſends abroad his orient ray. 
Already too the AcroctERAauNIAn rocks, 

That of Jove's bolt defy the inceſſant ſhocks, 
Erikus as they paſs, their heads exalt, 

Tower o'er the land, and prop OLymevs? vault. 


To ſhorten their long courſe, and ſomething till 
Learn from the wonderous Sage of | good or ill, 
That anxious to accompliſh, hrs avoid, 
TELEMACHUS the ſeer's wiſe talk enjoy'd ; 

And of inſtruction eager, thus began, 
Addreſſing with meek ſtrain the godlike man : 


* Now manifeſtly plain, methinks I ſee, 
« From every thing like error's miſt ſet free, 
Whate'er, while we were ſet in cloſe debate, 


© 


Your reas'nings have oft urg'd on rule and ſtate. 
Like viſions, I muſt own at firſt they ſeem'd, 


Like viſions, that till now obſcure I deem'd : 


But all has been unravell'd by degrees ; 


As, when by night, the lonely traveller ſees 


Objects athwart the gloom deform'd and rude, 


* 


And nature a wild waſte of ſolitude: 
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But round him, a bright ſcene in proſpect -riſe, 

From chaos as ſprung up of -mingled dies, 30 
When from TI T HONus riſing, ſacred light 

Puts darkneſs in the eaſt of heaven to flight, 

Diſtinguiſhing earth's face, and pointing out 

Things as they are, beyond miſtake and doubt. 


VES, MENTOR, for now fee I, that the care 

By them to be applied that empire ſhare, 

Is chuſing from mankind thoſe few alone 

With offices found fit to gird a throne, 

And 'lotting every one that poſt to fill, 

For which he has moſt knowledge, parts, or {kill. 40 
Yet ſtill am I to learn, how not in vain 

Kings may direct their thoughts that point to gain?“ 


WHEN thus replied the ſage: Know, firſt that kings 
Should with more ardour ſtudy men than things: 
Yea, with their people oft wiſe monarchs join, 
And though they claim reſpect, their claim reſign : 
Talk with them much, their talents to diſcern 
Give ear too, that at all-times they may learn, 
And place them in low ſtations, from ſuch view 
Deciding by what there they ſee them do, 50 
If they are capable in thoſe of weight 
Untiring to puſh on the wheels of ſtate. 
Think 
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© Think by what means, dear fon, in early time, 

* Ere failing you firſt left your native clime, 

In horſes you grew vers'd, and practiſe then 

« Preciſely the ſame means to ſtudy men. 

* What taught you to diſcern *tween lay and lay, 

* Value good verſe, and throw the bad away ? 

* What were your means for this, cxcept alone 

* By joining ſome few men of taſte well known 60 
© In poetry's ſoft walk, and reading o'er 

« The labour of fam'd bards that wrote of yore? 


TELEMACHUsS to this: But condeſcend, 
* My father, my dear guide, and watchful friend, 
To tell me, if good kings, exempt from blame, 
May to one man of bad or doubtful name 
* Grant their high licence any poſt to fill, 
If but that one have knowledge, parts, and kill ?? 


Tuus ITyHacvs, and thus Minerva then: 

Of bad, as you remark, or doubtful men, 70 

The ſervices muſt kings too often deign, 

However ſuch proceeding give them pain, 

When enemies without, and thoſe who hate 

Good government within, diſtract a ſtate. 

Full oft, of ſuch, in place, are found no few, 

And to their office far from ſtrange or new; 
| 3L 2 Place, 
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* Place, whence they cannot. be expell'd at will, 

Such influence yield too oft the poſts they fill! 

Enabled as they are, with reſtleſs hands, 

* Deſpiſing their own peace to whelm their land's. 80 
« *Tis therefore true, dear ſon, that for a while 
Good monarchs on ſuch men muſt deign to ſmile, 
And faſhioning their reign on wiſdom's plan, 

* Do by degrees whate'er that wiſdom can ; 

« Employing each event, time's progreſs brings, 

* To render them at length unneeded things. 

« Make then their pattern yours, and with it too 

* Unfetter'd by the act, do all they do. 

| So ſhall ſuch troublers come to loſe their power, 

| Of cauſing in your realm one reſtleſs hour. 

| Vet feeling the due pleaſure at their fall, 

| To your remembrance, ſon, even till recall 
How every god forbids the human race 

| * Such triumphs, as their hearts would but diſgrace, 
| When, in the duſt beat down, a proſtrate foe 

| No longer at their peace can aim one blow. 


90 


Since, though men's ſouls ran o'ex with every ill, 
Heaven made them, and mankind are brethren ſtill. 
| As we are human all, *tis barely fit | 
| That we forgive the bad, though not forgz7, 100 
*. « Faults ſuch as Jove abſolves in juſter men, 
| Sure though he is they will do wrong agen. 


TO 
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* To him, omitting this, muſt human life 

* Prove nothing but a ſcene of conſtant ſtrife, 

And blindly he runs on in danger's way, 

Like ſome ſore batter'd bark when tempeſts ſway, 

* Whoſe rudder has no pilot, taught to know 

* Where lie the rocks that lurk unſeen below ; 

* Or while he ſhapes his voyage, read from far, 

* Fix'd on heaven's vault, the aſpect of one ſtar.” 1 +20 


WHILE thus addreſs'd the ſeer, and thrice had day, 
Spent in ſuch ſweet communion, roll'd away, 
Nor fix d on his great ſtrain with ſtedfaſt eye, 
Had the charm'd: youth obtruded his reply ; 
Avidious the wiſe counſel to take in, 
And righteouſly. reſolv'd, where'er made king, 
To rule as he was tutor'd by the ſage, 
If heaven did but aſſiſt his youthful age, 
The SALENTINES beheld, not far remote, 
A bark, that with lax fail, ſeem'd ſcarce to float. 120 
They wonder'd z. for intent on what to each | 
Sea-fearing man gives joy exceeding ſpeech, 
The fight not look'd for there, of human kind 
Reſtor d amid the waſte *tween realms disjoin'd, 
They heeded not the gale, now ſunk ſo low, 
That ſcarcely the leaſt breeze appear'd to blow, 
While 
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While round them, the whole ſea's extenſive ſpace 
Reſembled a _ ſmooth mirror's poliſh'd face, 

And with their agitating oars, in vain 

The mariners diſturb'd the level main; 

For to wiſe ends directing what that hour 

Was fated to bring forth by heavenly power, 
MiNxERVA put in act a ſecret charm, 

Weak'ning of all on board the weary. arny, 

And keeping ſtill her form, UrLvsszs's ſon 
Complacently ſhe view'd, then thus begun: 


* Jove his high will makes manifeſt, and here 
Our voyage muſt we ftay, yet nothing fear: 
Von iſland, —(for an iſle by this time too 
* Roſe full in ſight to glad the weary crew),— 
Our galley ſhall take in, fince now no breeze 
* Diſorders with its breath the peaceful ſeas. 

And lo, where while I ſpeak, ſecurely now 
Rides, as if fix'd at anchor, yon tall prow. - 
In ſteer we then tow'rds land. The bark we ſee 
Is voyag'd by our friends, as theirs are we: 
« Yes, for their ſtreamers ſhow, as now 1 fee, IS 
That of Pyxzacia's ifle the ſhip muſt be, 


Ph Acla hearing nam'd, a deep'ning red 
TELEMACHUS? whole countenance o'erſpread ; 
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And all things by the AxcESLAN ſhade, of late 
Told him in the divine PLuroxiAx ſtate 
His faithful mind recall'd, nor could he ſpeak 
While with impatience glow'd his high-fluſh'd check, 
But riſing, the ſlow moments ſcarce he bore, | 


While his tir'd mariners row'd in tow'rds ſhore ; 

For ſeeing now the land not far remote, 

The crew, he bade fling overboard their boat ; 

When leaping from the deck, ULvsszs* ſon 

With haſte, not to be check'd, into it ſprung, 160 
Urg'd with loud voice the torpid rowers on, 

And on the ſhore debarking, ſtrode along. 


THESE voyagers, as well conſtrain'd to ſtay 
Till the wind once more blew to ſpeed their way, 
Long'd to behold ſuch favouring wind ariſe, 

And often view'd the Deep with anxious eyes. 

TELEMACHUS, mean time, impetuous ſtrode 

Near where the bark, now fix'd at anchor, rode, 

And anxiouſly enquir'd of one firſt met, 

Who by his friends on ſhore had juſt been ſet, 170 
And like himſelf appear'd, or ſo he thought, 

With an impatient ſpirit inly fraught, 

If lately a brave chief, ULyssEs nam'd, 

Had not the ſhelter of his country claim'd ? 
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TELEMACHUS gave o'er; but he, of whom 


Thus like a ſon, he ſought his father's doom, 


One was not with the reſt among the crew 
That in PR ACITA's ſtate his breath firſt drew, 
But, as he learn'd ſoon after, in a land 

Far diſtant from PR ACLA's ſea- beat ſtrand. 

A dignity of port, and gracious air, 
Beyond whatever men in common ſhare, 
Proclaim'd him, as ſuppos'd ULyssEes? ſon, 

Of parents in the world illuſtrious ſprung. 

As he ſtrode forward, it appear'd alone 

That of diſtreſs his portion he had known ; 
For ſcarcely would he mark the enquiring ſtrain, 
Or, if he mark'd it, ſcarce reply would deign ; 
Till wak'd to recollection, thus began 

With anſwer urg'd in haſte the penſive man: 

« Yes, touching that illuſtrious far fam'd fire, 
Things probably may be as you enquire : | 
For lately did Pyxzacia's generous king 
Take hoſpitably a great chieftain in, 
Obſervant of each rite, the gods ordain © 
To ſtrangers toſt by fate from plain to plain: 


His veſſel he has ſteer'd away full long; 


PnxAciA he has left to prove new care, 


But thence, if in the caſe J judge not wrong, | 


And fruitleſs it would prove to ſeek him there : 
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* Or, if heaven's Powers vouchſafe him once again 
His houſehold gods to greet, and native plain, 
That native plain review, near which, even now 
His veſſel, as 'tis thought, the deep may plow.” 
Thus in reply, to ITHAcus he faid; 

And turning on one fide his drooping head, 
Pervaded, with quick ſtep, a neighbouring wood, 
That on a rock's tall ſummit darkſome ſtood, 

And wandering there at large, with anxious eye 


Contemplated the region, main, and ſky, 210 
Not mingling with his friends, but preſs'd full ſore 

With ſorrow to be kept ſo long on ſhore, 

While feeling Pity's ſenſe his boſom ſeize, 

The youth beheld him roam among the trees. 


THEN viewing MENTOR, thus: (for MENTOR now 

Had with the ſeamen landed from their proav) 

Von ſtranger, he began, . yon ſtranger ſure 

* That, hearing my ſhort ſpeech, could ſcarce endure 

© To grant it a reply, but turn'd away, 

«* Preventing what beſides I meant to ſay, 220 

Of bitterneſs is full, oppreſs'd with care, 

And made, beyond all doubt, his griefs to bear: 

cannot but his miſeries deplore, 

And, be they what heaven pleaſes, wiſh them o'er; | 
3M « Yet 


«a 


— 
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* Yet ſhall I fay it, hardly know I why 

My pity for his fate ſhould urge one ſigh, 

* Uncourteous as he was! Sure, had he ſtay'd 

* Till one enquiry more I could have made, 

That would not have increas'd his load of pain; 

But hold, nor from ſelf-love let me complain; 2.20 
For is he not diſtreſs'd? On that alone 

Let me reflect, and make his griefs my own.“ 


Tnus Irhacus; and thus MINERVA then 


* See, how adverſity comes crown'd to men! 

What profit from life's anguiſh they receive, 

* Such as the power and privilege to grieve : 

* When men, but chiefly thoſe that wear a crown, 
Long have proſperity's ſweet bane drunk down, 

* Rank'd with the gods themſelves they dare conceive, 
And entertain no thought how others grieve ; 240 
For of their cares if told, they nothing know, 

* And for a dream ſet down all human woe. 
Jovx's gifts are loſt on them; for grief alone 

« Vexing like others' hearts, ſo too their own, 

* Can melt them into men, ſubdue their breaſt, 

* And place heaven-born compaſſion there a gueſt, 

* If therefore, my lov'd ſon, a ſtranger's woes, 


* Whom JuriTER, like you, denies repoſe, 
Strike 


BOOK XXIV, TELEMACHUS. 451 


* Strike for that cauſe alone, your ſenſe of pain, 

* With ſympathy thus felt in every vein, 2.50 
* What more, muſt not your pity feel for thoſe 

* That ſhall your ſubject train at length compoſe ? 

* Thoſe ſubjects that perhaps in future times 

May ſuffer life's worſt ills for grievous crimes 

* Not acted by themſelves, but ſuch as you 

* Or others, by your nod made bold, may do. 

* That, my lov'd ſon, I charge you, ponder well ; 

For never a ſtate's griefs in number ſwell, 

Except as ſwell the errors of it's king, 

* Whoſe tutelary care and guardian wing 260 
Should ſcatter bleſſings round, as ſhepherds lead 

* Their flocks where with moſt ſafety they may feed, 

* And not alone by day, ſtrict watch maintain, 

* But when by night, roam forth the prowling train.” 


ERE MENTOR this wiſe ſtrain had fully done, 
Deep rumination ſeiz'd ULVSSES' ſon ; | 
Who, when the Sage gave o'er, could ſcarce forbear 
Aſſuming a chaf'd tone and eager air. 
If,“ anſwer'd he, ſo circumſtanc'd are things, 
Where is the envied happineſs of kings? 270 
A ſceptre in their hands is plac'd 'tis true; 
But, taking their true ſtate in every view, 

3M 2 * Slaves 
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* Slaves really they live, and ſeem decreed 

* Much rather to be led, than others lead. 

Confeſs, that holding light his own repoſe, 

* A king to thoſe he rules his being owes : 

For every ſubject's need himſelf muſt care, 

Thus publicly condemn'd their wants to bear; 

« *Tis needful he ſubmit to favour too 

* The weakneſs they evince in all they do, 280 
* Yet like a father, love them, while in turn, | 
Oft with rebellion's flame their boſoms burn. 

His power, call'd ſuch by thoſe who view the throne 
With others from afar, is not his own; 

Since nothing he can do his fame to raiſe, 

Like other men, urg'd on by thirſt of praiſe. 

If his authority one ſubject awe, | 

+ *Tis not himſelf does that, but rather law; 


Since to its rigid principles, muſt he 


In common with the reſt ſubmit his knee, 290 
And acquieſce therein, if he would give 

His ſubjects a fit model how to live. 

* Thus circumſtanc'd, *tis plain that monarchs then 


* Leſs freedom have ro boaſt than other men. 


* And not alone leſs freedom, but leſs peace, 

Since in their cup muſt life's beſt bleſſings ceaſe. 

* Taſk'd bondſmen, if not flaves, they ſeem in fact, 
While in repugnance to ſelf-love they act; 


© Taught 
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Taught, if life's happineſs their land but know, 
Not to repine, though their's be all it's woe.” 


453 


300 


* TRUE is it,“ ſaid the Sage, yea, true, that kings 


Are beyond all deſcription wretched things, 
If in their toils, no ſolace they can reap 

By labouring while their ſubjects ſafely ſleep, 
And acting like good fathers, that attend 


Their offspring, and while young from ills defend. 


But 'can you think that ſtate, a ſtate of woe, 
And to be ſhunn'd, which gives kings here below 
To execute the part of heaven's own hand, 

By making others happy through their land ; 
And on that baſis, building up their ſway, 
Though often their own peace they fling away. 
For emulating Jove, good kings reſtrain 

With puniſhment ſevere the wicked train, 

Deal out the encouragement of fitting mead, 
That good men may purſue each virtuous deed, 
And are as Jove themſelves, while thus mankind 
Spurring to what beſpeaks a godlike mind, 

By their own conduct, they point out where lies 
To glory the ſure way in other ſkies. 

Eternal is their fame, if brave and bold, 


Wiſe ſtatutes their untiring zeal uphold, 


310 


320 


While 
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Slaves really they live, and ſeem decreed 

Much rather to be led, than others lead. 

Confeſs, that holding light his own repoſe, 

A king to thoſe he rules his being owes: 

For every ſubject's need himſelf muſt care, 

Thus publicly condemn'd their wants to bear ; 

'Tis needful he ſubmit to favour too 

The weakneſs they evince in all they do, 280 
Yet like a father, love them, while in turn, 

Oft with rebellion's flame their boſoms burn. 

His power, call'd ſuch by thoſe who view the throne 
With others from afar, is not his own; 

Since nothing he can do his fame to raiſe, 

Like other men, urg'd on by thirſt of praiſe. 

If his authority one ſubject awe, | 

"Tis not himſelf does that, but rather law; 

Since to its rigid principles, muſt he 

In common with the reſt ſubmit his knee, 290 
And acquieſce therein, if he would give 

His ſubjects a fit model how to live. 

Thus circumſtanc'd, *tis plain that monarchs then 
Leſs freedom have ro boaſt than other men. 

And not alone leſs freedom, but leſs peace, 

Since in their cup muſt life's beſt bleſſings ceaſe. 
Taſk'd bondſmen, if not flaves, they ſeem in fact, 
While in repugnance to ſelf-love they act; 


© Taught 


BOOK xxl. T ELEMACH Us. 


* Taught, if life's happineſs their land but know, 
* Not to repine, though their's be all it's woe.” 300 


* TRUE is it,“ ſaid the Sage, yea, true, that kings 
Are beyond all deſcription wretched things, 
If in their toils, no ſolace they can *reap 
* By labouring while their ſubjects ſafely ſleep, 
* And acting like good fathers, that attend 
* Their offspring, and while young from ills defend. 
* But 'can you think that ſtate, a ſtate of woe, 
* And to be ſhunn'd, which gives kings here below 
* To execute the part of heaven's own hand, 
* By making others happy through their land ; 310 
And on that baſis, building up their ſway, 
* Though often their own peace they fling away. 
* For emulating Jove, good kings reſtrain 
* With puniſhment ſevere the wicked train, 
Deal out the encouragement of fitting mead, 
* That good men may purſue each virtuous deed, 
And are as Jovt themſelves, while thus mankind 
spurring to what beſpeaks a godlike mind, 
* By their own conduct, they point out where lies 
To glory the ſure way in other ſkies. | 320 
« Eternal is their fame, if brave and bold, 
« Wiſe ſtatutes their untiring zeal uphold, 
While 
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While hat purſued by kings, who juſtice ſcorn, © 
And ſubjugate mankind to freedom born, 
Thought glory by the herd to folly prone, 


Wakens in juſter men contempt alone. 

When ſinking to brute beaſts, bad kings, my ſon, 
No acts of tyranny eſſay to ſhun, 

As tyrants they draw down the curſe entail'd ; 
For ſince creation, never has it fail'd 


330 
But that ſuch kings, on ſchemes flagitious bent, 


Found, while ſuch ſchemes they , cheriſh'd, no content 
But, if at every regal crime they ſtart, 

* And their great office fill with upright heart, 

Heaven's bleſſings ſhall they have, while they purſue 
Their duty, and its offices here do; 

While to their virtue, ſhall the gods extend 

Joys after death, ſuch as no time ſhall end.“ 


TELEMACHUS meanwhile, diſturb'd within, 
The ſpirit of theſe councils ſcarce took in, 340 
Though utter'd by the great all-knowing Sage, 
Thus urging the grave ſtrain of reverend age. 
Their force he could not feel, though oft before, 
When treading in ſtern arms SALENTUM's ſhore, 
To others he had taught thoſe truths, which now 
Quite alter'd. he ſeem'd pleas'd to diſallow. 


'Thus 
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Thus hid he what his ſpirit truly thought, 


Aſſuming one inſtead with cunning fraught ; 


And influenc'd by that cunning, ſcarce refrain'd 


From thwarting the great truths his Guide explain'd. 


His purpoſe to make good, he inſtanc'd man's 


Perverſeneſs, that full oft with impious hands 


Throws benefits aſide, and plays the part 
Practis'd too oft by men of thankleſs heart. 


#7 


What! take unweariedly ſuch pains, he ſaid, 
For thoſe to every crime from childhood bred, 
And after all for what ?—their love to gain, 
Which, often the beſt kings have ſought in vain ; 
Thoſe ſerving that will every thing employ, 

Firſt to defame their king, and then deſtroy.” 


Wurx patiently the friend : Expect to find 
Ingratitude will grow in human kind ; 

Yet therefore let it not be leſs your plan, 

To do them all the grace and good you can; 
And for reward, rely not on their love: 

Your recompence is with the gods above. 

But of ingratitude, would prudent kings 
Enervate in men's breaſts the powerful ſprings, 
Let ſuch their ſubjects? darling crimes reſtrain, 
And teach them to be juſt, fincere, humane ; 
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Aſſur'd, 
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But that ſuch kings, on ſchemes flagitious bent, 


Found, while ſuch ſchemes they cheriſh'd, no content: 
But, if at every regal crime they ſtart, 

And their great office fill with upright heart, 

Heaven's bleſſings ſhall they have, while they purſue 

* Their duty, and its offices here do; 

While to their virtue, ſhall the gods extend 

Joys after death, ſuch as no time ſhall end.“ 


TELEMACHUS meanwhile, diſturb'd within, 
The ſpirit of theſe councils ſcarce took in, 340 
Though utter'd by the great all-knowing Sage, 
Thus urging the grave ſtrain of reverend age. 
Their force he could not feel, though oft before, 
When treading in ſtern arms SALENTUM's ſhore, 
To others he had taught thoſe truths, which now 
Quite alter'd. he ſeem'd pleas'd to diſallow. 
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Thus hid he what his ſpirit truly thought, 
Aſſuming one inſtead with cunning fraught ; 


And influenc'd by that cunning, ſcarce refrain'd 


From thwarting the great truths his Guide explain'd. 


His purpoſe to make good, he inſtanc'd man's 


Perverſeneſs, that full oft with impious hands 


Throws benefits aſide, and plays the part 
Practis'd too oft by men of thankleſs heart. 


What! take unweariedly ſuch pains, he ſaid, 


For thoſe to every crime from childhood bred, 


And after all for what ?—their love to gain, 
Which, often the beſt kings have ſought in vain ; 
Thoſe ſerving that will every thing employ, 

Firſt to defame their king, and then deſtroy.” 


Wren patiently the friend: Expect to find 
Ingratitude will grow in human kind; 

Yet therefore let it not be leſs your plan, 

To do them all the grace and good you can; 
And for reward, rely not on their love: 

Your recompence is with the gods above. 

But of ingratitude, would prudent kings 
Enervate in men's breaſts the powerful ſprings, 
Let ſuch their ſubjects* darling crimes reſtrain, 
And teach them to be juſt, fincere, humane; 
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Aſſur'd, when they have this way purg'd one mind, 
No longer there ingratitude to find.” | 


He ended, but ſcarce ceas'd, when anxious ſtill 
To know, if of a ſurety, heaven's high will 
Aught fortunate reſerv'd his ſenſe to cheer, 
Reſpecting the great father he held dear, 
TELEMACHuUs preſs'd on with haſty ſtride, 

And gaining now the ſtranger veſſel's fide, 
Where the whole crew debark'd together ran, 

| And on the beach were mingled man with man, 380 
Entreated an old mariner to ſay 
Whither his veſſel urg'd its liquid way; 
And if a chief, firſt breathing in the land 
Call'd ITHaca, an ifle near Lockia's ſtrand, 
Had not Puzacla's region lately trod, 
Thither conducted by ſome favouring god ?— 
Thus aſk'd the anxious youth, and thus with mind 
Bent to his ſuit, the mariner rejoin'd : | 


As traffickers we ſeek EIRUs' ſhore, 


Deep charg'd with merchandize of ſhining ore: 390 


But as to what you aſk, no chief of late 


* 


Has as a ſtranger viſited our ſtate ; 


Excepting one indeed, and he of fame, 


But who at firſt conceal'd his birth and name: 
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* Yet cannot he be him; for now 'tis known 

* CRETE gave him birth; though outcaſt and alone, 
* His native place's ſolace thus he leaves, 

* Roams now by land, and now the ocean cleaves.” 


Wirn diſappointment pain'd, * Say, what is he, 
Kind ſtranger,” ſpoke the youth, the man I ſee 400 


* Now wandering through yon wood? His face betrays 
* Some ſorrow that on life within him preys ; 

* And ſurely, if his looks I judge not wrong, 

* The time till his departure hence ſeems long.” 

Thus ITHacus ; and thus, the courteous man 

Relating a long tale, once more began : 


* THAT penſive man is he, the chief unknown 
* I mention'd but juſt now, who ſtrays alone ; 
Come with us from Px ACIA's coaſt along, 


Though now he walks not where his ſhip-mates throng. 410 
* CLEON, as we are told too, is his name; 

And ſoon will you acknowledge great his fame. 

For to recount his life, the rumour goes 

* That during his dead mother's painful throes, 

An oracle foretold that future time 

Should ſomewhere ſee him king, but hid the clime: 

Yet added, that if CRETE was his abode, 


His country, of heaven's wrath ſhould bear the load. 
1 And 
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And every CRETAN, for his ſcorn expreſt 

Of the great gods, endure a raging peſt. 420 
By mariners, from CrETE's thus menac'd ſoil, 

The child was therefore borne to LesBos? iſle ; 

Where rear'd with due attention, he became 

Agreeable, brave, bold, of beauteous frame, 

For ſciences renown'd, and ſkill'd in arts 

That poliſh and adorn exterior parts : 

But could not there the youth enjoy repoſe, 

Nor finds he reſt wherever ſtill he goes, 

For with well-grounded jealouſy, kings fear 

Their ſceptres are not ſafe if he draws near ; 430 
Thus counſell'd as they are to chaſe away 

A ſtranger, whoſe harſh fate ordains him ſway. 

His merit and bright parts from reſt exclude, 

And drive him from men's haunts to ſolitude ; 

Wherever he appears, his deſtin'd ſtate 

Tranſpiring by ſuch methods ſoon or late. 

High in men's thoughts he finds his perſon held, 

But though thus honour'd, every where expell'd. 

No longer may you ſee the chief is young; 
Nor longer with his youth's firſt. vigour ſtrung : 440 
Yet vainly has the heroe travell'd o'er, 

In queſt of ſome aſylum, As1a's ſhore 

And hoſpitable GxEeece, to him alone 

Found churliſh, fince thruſt out in every zone. 


«..? Tis 
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Tis manifeſt he ſcorns ambition's crime, 

Though deſtin'd to bear rule in future time ; 

Yet for repoſe he ſighs, but ſighs in vain, 

Thus without hope of ſeeing CzeTe again. 

His heart receives no joy that future ſway 

Is meant him by the power that All obey, . 

Yet though averſe thereto, a grievous kind 

Of deſtiny goads on his ſteps behind. 

For TaRAcE, through the wide ocean is he now 
Embark'd on board our ſhip, the deep to plow, 


For THRACE, where he may find ſome ſavage crew, 


Some band who law or morals never knew ; 
Into one body to collect the hoſt, 

And for a ſeaſon, rule the anarchic coaſt : 

When having done whatever heav'n has will'd, 
And his too lofty deſtiny fulfill'd, 

Thoſe regions, he gives out, to fame moſt known, 
(Except from the account indeed his own) 

No longer need know fear; and, therefore, then 
Renouncing his ſhort rule, and with it men, 

To CARIA will he go, there paſs away 

In agriculture's art his remnant day ; 

While following what he loves in rural ſcenes, 


By wholeſome toil he gains life's frugal means. 


A virtuous man he is, who entertains 
No wiſh but what might ſuit with ſimpleſt ſwains ; 
M03 
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* And with a heart unfeigning loves mankind, 
Though every where denied repoſe to find. 


Bur during this long tale, though loſing nought, 
ULyssEs' godlike ſon abſorb'd in thought, 
Full oft with anxious look beheld the main, 
Beginning to grow rough now once again, 
Whoſe billows the Riff gale impell'd along, 
The ſounding ſhore to laſh with refluence ſtrong. 
This ſeeing, the P{Hzacian thus once more: 
Adieu; I muſt be gone: the calm is o'er.? 480 
Thus having ſaid, he ran his bark to gain, 
As with like promptneſs did the ſeaman train, 
And eager to be gone, aſſail around 
The region, while each hill return'd the ſound. 


CLEoN, meantime, withdrawn from public view, 
By this, had rang'd the lonely wood quite through, 
And mounting every hill, conſider'd thence 
The ſhore and neighbour main, ſtretch'd out immenſe ; 
While turning his ſad proſpect oft aſide, 
The ſorrows of his breaſt no art could hide. 490 
TELEMACHUS, though late, when they were near, 


By the great ſtranger ſcarce vouchſaf'd an ear, 
With admiration ſtruck, and pity too, 
Had never of the illuſtrious man loſt view, 
His 
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His generous breaſt was touch'd with grief to find 

A heroe born for deeds of godlike kind, 

But, by unyielding fortune, doom'd to roam 

Far ſunder'd from his friends and native home, 

And ſtanding a fix'd mark in patient ſtate, 

To ſuffer the worſt woes of ruthleſs fate. 500 
* Heaven,” to himſelf began the thoughtful youth 
* Blunting the point of my afflition's tooth, 

* Gives me at leaſt the hope of that bleſt time, 
Whence once more I ſhall ſee my native clime : 


* But never muſt this ſtranger look to put 

Safe on the CRETAN ſhore his harraſs'd foot.” 

The example of a man thus doom'd to ſtray 

Long after he might cloſe his weary way, 

Conſol'd him in his griefs : while ſeeing now, 

His bark again prepar'd the deep to plow, 510 
Incapable of brooking further ſtay, 

The ſtranger with ſwift progreſs urg'd his way, 

Deſcending each ſteep rock with equal haſte, 

As when in LyCIA's wide extended waſte, 

The regent of bright day, LaTona's ſon, 

Flies headlong in the chace ſurpaſs'd by none, 

And gathering up behind his golden locks, 

Vaſt precipices ſcales and craggy rocks. 
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THEN witneſs'd the young man a ſecret pain, 
While apprehenſion fill'd his thoughtful train, 520 
And the big tear ſtood trembling in each eye: 
He weeps, but yet preciſely knows not why, 
But turning on one fide his anxious view, 
Saw wondering the whole SALENTINIAN crew 
Laid prone, at no great diſtance on the ground, 
And drowning their paſt toils in ſleep profound, 
This heavineſs of ſenſe that ſpar'd not one, 
Struck with aſtoniſhment ULysses? ſon, 
Comparing them with thoſe juſt now ſet fail, 
Whoſe diligence had ſeiz'd the firſt faint gale. 
But eager ſtill to view the bark before, 
Now diſtant a long interval from ſhore, 
Faſt fix'd he ſeems in thought, while a ſuſpence 
Of his perturbid ſtate, the ſecret ſenſe, 
Keeps rivetted his eye, nor yet, when now, 
So far have the Pf ACIANs ſteer'd their prow, 
As ſcarce to be diſcern'd, does he give oer, 
But motionleſs ſtill preſs the rocky ſhore, 
To ponder the tall maſt, the driving gale, 
And the blue wave juſt whiten'd with the fail. 
Minezva, drawing near, aſſumes the word 
To tell him what ſhe thinks, but is not heard. 
A tranſport the young GrEciaNn's boſom fills, 
Felt by the MENADES on Turacta's hills, 
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What time the ivy'd thyrſus high they bear, 
And with mad ſhouts combining rend the air ; 
While round the wide reverberating land, 
HeBrus ſends back their echoes from its ſtrand, 
And IsMarvus* proud cliffs that prop the ſky, 
With Rauoporee's rude ſhore return the cry. 


Tnus wrapp'd awhile he ponders, till at length 


The powerful charm gives way to reaſon's ſtrength : 


When watching the fit time, his friend once more 
Her converſe thus begins, not heard before. 
With eaſe can I account for what 1 ſee, 
Since as things are at preſent, ſhould they be: 

* *Tis nature, ſtrong in all of women ſprung, 

* *Tis nature, that now ſpeaks in you, dear ſon. 
For he that you late gaz'd at was no leſs 

* Than—whom ? Shall I make known the heroe ? 
Than IrHAcus himſelf : Whate'er but now, 

* The man laſt diſembarking from his prow, 

* Spoke of the ſtranger, telling how in CRETE 

« Firſt he drew breath, and ſought another ſeat, 
Was but an artful tale, a feint, a blind, 
Meant by the chieftain to amuſe mankind ; 
And by himſelf firſt told, that danger's hand 


Might not fill keep him from his native land. 
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Thither he goes, and now, no more the ſport 

Of accident, draws near. his country's port. 570 
The heroe you have ſeen, as late, what time 

Your veſlel firſt obtain'd Sa LENTUu's clime, 

"Twas propheſied you ſhould, and een alone, 

For he has ſtood before you but unknown. 

Soon ſhall you meet again, each other view, - 

And, as both wiſh, embrace each other too : 

But, for wiſe ends, the immortals will not ve 

The joy of ſuch kind offices allow. 

They ſhall take place at home, where things, dear ſon, 
Aſtoniſhing all minds are to be done. 3580 
Fill'd with paternal love, the leader's heart | 

Of every grief you felt ſuſtain'd his part: 

But he is wiſer than his name to blaze, 

Conducted as he goes through danger's ways. 

Yes, [THacus, your fire, of all mankind 

Boaſts a diſcreet as well as upright mind: 

His breaſt is like a well, or ſpring profound, 

Whoſe depth, no length of line avails to ſound. 

Truth dictates what he ſays, but yet, if need 

Enjoin not at heaven's will the dangerous deed, | 590 
« He ſpeaks not the whole truth, but WIspou's ſeal 

Has on his lips, while Others all reveal. 

Addreſſing you but now, what heart-felt pangs 

Then -prov'd not the paternal god-like man's, 

; When 
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When his true birth, a ſecret forc'd to keep, 
Not bidding you farewell, he ſought the Deep.” 


Tus PaLLas, while the youth gave heedful ear, 
Oft turning to blot out a falling tear, 
Till ſighing he began: Alas, my friend, 
* When will the ſorrows of my boſom end ? 600 
* Plainly I felt what power this glorious chief 
* Had to affect me with congenial grief! 
But ſince you knew him, why then give not me 
* Likewiſe to know him, ere he put to ſea? 
* What myſtery is this? For ever, then, 
« Muſt I exiſt the wretchedeſt of men? 
And from their frowns ne'er ceaſing, mean the gods 
Jo puniſh me through life with all their rods, 
Like TanTALUs of old, whoſe horrid crimes 
Draw down eternal pain in hell's dark climes, 610 


« Doom'd to behold a river near him roll, 

That with no drop muſt comfort his parch'd ſoul ? 
Oh father, ever dear! who knows if more 
The gods will to my ſight thy face reſtore ? 

* The train, that with their luſts thy palace fill, 

« And my chaſte mother's ear beleaguer till, 


* Employing the dark ſnares once laid for me, 
« Will triumph in thy fall by heaven's decrec. 
30 Vf 
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If I had therefore with him now ſet fail, 

And in the fight Jove doom'd my hopes to fail, 620 
* Expiring with him too, relentleſs fate | 

* Would on my head have pour'd but half her hate ; 

* Or poſlibly, embracing oft ere this, 


* Should we have both approv'd earth's utmoſt bliſs. 
Full ſoon ſhould we have come in open fight 
Of our paternal ſhore, prepar'd for fight, 

* And animate with hope, obtain'd the ſtrand, 

* To conquer by heaven's aid the adulterous band.” 


TELEMACHUs theſe words: and theſe, again, 


Jove's progeny, reſuming her ſoft ſtrain : 630 


* Thus,' ſaid the PowER, thus always, do we find 
Made up of jarring principles man's mind! 
Quite deſolate you ſeem, and whelm'd with grief, 
Such, it might ſeem, as baffles all relief! 
Why? but becauſe your father you have ſeen 
* Unconſcious of then gazing on his mein. 
Vet, ere this meeting, what would you have borne, 
* 'Though but to know the chief from life not torn ? 
That knowledge, by heaven's will, is yielded now; 
Vet are you thus diſconſolate of brow ! 640 
Thus, ever the fick ſouls of mortal men 
Whatever they once wiſh'd, as precious then, 

* Hold 
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Hold trifles when obtain'd, and things that bore 

High eſtimation, think of worth no more 

* The gods, by whoſe diſpoſing will, dear ſon, 

All, to promote wiſe purpoſes, is done, 

* And who, with juſtice, fill their thrones on high, 

* Order the courſe of things men's ſtrength to try, 

* Concealing, as you find, with clouds of night, 

* Men's ultimate allotment from their ſight. 650 


* Theſe moments you think loſt ; but know, brave youth, 
And truſt me; for long taught, I ſpeak with truth, 

More uſeful may they prove than all beſide 

* That mingled down time's channel ſwiftly glide ; 

* Since patience they inſpire, that needful thing, 

* Needful to all, but moſt to every king : 

* For through the world's wide ſpace, whoe'er would rule, 

Needs all that can be taught in ſuch a ſchool. 

* He, whoſe impatience cannot brook the woes 

* Will'd by that god from whom men's fortune flows; 660 

< Reſembles moſt ſome ideot, who too weak 

, For ſecrecy's great art, muſt all things ſpeak. 

For, as the latter, by his babbling tongue, 

Brings on himſelf thoſe ills the Prudent ſhun, 

« So too, the firſt, by his impatient vein, 

« Murmuring at heaven, augments his ſhare of pain. 

An equal ſtrength of mind both need, dear ſon: 


And, as the charioteer of nerves unſtrung, 
192 Who 


468 TELEM ACH UsS. BOOK XXIV. 


Who ſhould aſcend his car, and ſeize the rein, 

Would ſurely find his ſeeds the bit diſdain, 670 
And at their heels, ſwift dragging car and all, 

Shake out the trembling wretch, or with him fall, 

So in degree I ſay, the impatient mind, 

And he too by no law in talk confin'd, 

Whoſe paſſions are the ſteeds that empire claim, 

And whoſe ebullient rage he cannot tame, 

Oft muſt in paths of death or danger run, 

Such as the patient are as ſure to ſhun. 

The Impatient wait for nought : the loaded tree, 
+ Where, of much fruit a promis'd crop they ſee, 680 
Their folly will pull down, and ſo make ſure 

Of the rich fruit, they ſay, though immature. 

Much rather the ftrong door theſe men will break, 

Than for admiſſion their demand firſt make ; 

And gather the green ear, which ſcarcely yet 

Has the providing huſbandman well ſet. 

* Whatever they would do, in haſte is done, 

And when moſt counter to the work, times run, 

That you may learn yourſelf this patience then, 

So great, and by the gods requir'd in men, 690 
Through difficulty's paths, thoſe gods, dear ſon, 

Thus hitherto have caus'd your ſteps to run. 


The bleſſings you oft hope ſeem drawing near, 
Then ſuddenly fly off and difappear ; 


* Refembling 
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* Reſembling a vain phantom of the might, 


- 


That when the morning dawns, is put to flight ; 


Sure, by ſuch means to teach you that below, 

* What we hold faſt, or rather fancy fo, 

* *Scapes often our weak graſp, fince all things here 

* Are in continual flux from hope to fear ; 700 
From pleaſures that tranſport, to cares that kill; 
From happineſs to grief; from good to ill; 

From good, when 'tis enjoy'd, or full in view, 

To ill, that with life's cup is mix'd in lieu. 

* To ſum up my whole thoughts, in brief, dear youth, 
* Thoſe leſſons, though full fraught with virtuous truth, 
* Fhat, when once more you gain your native clime, 

* ULyssEs may impart in future time, 


Shall not ſo greatly teach your ſuffering ſenſe, 
As do theſe griefs, while you are abſent thence.” 710 


Tux cloſing the vaſt work, the mighty whole 
Thus occupying long her godlike ſoul, 
Preſerving her wont form, MiNERvaA's will 
Purpos'd TELEMACAHus one trial ſtill. 
For when he turn'd, intent to go at laſt, 
And wake the torpid crew yet ſleeping faſt, 
That moment, the great Sage impedes his way, 
Effecting for far other deed his ſtay : 
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And ere they ſail'd, prevailing on his mind 
Some ſacrifice to make of noble kind, 720 
And victims on the ſhore devoutly lay, 


That PALLAs might ſucceed their remnant way. 


TEeLEMACnvus obeying, rears in haſte 
Two altars on the falt ſea's bounding waſte : 
The grateful incenſe fumes, a purple ſtream 
Flows copious, and both fanes emit a gleam 
Aſcending in blue forks; while with loud ſighs, 
Breath'd forth, he piouſly invokes the ſkies ; 
But chiefly the bright Ma1ip, whoſe guardian power 
Safely had led him on from hour to hour, | 730 
Yet evidently moſt, when moſt his way 
Through peril to renown and greatneſs lay. 
The auſpicious gods look down from heaven's high ſphere, 
And on their thrones recline, well pleas'd to hear. 
While PALLAs, with an energy ſcarce man's, 
Lifts up his heart, inſpires it and expands. 
Wide, through each region of his ſwelling frame, 
Swift circling he perceives a ſacred flame, 
And with the Power repleniſh'd through his ſoul, 
Feels the celeſtial emanation roll. 740 


Tur ſacrifice thus o'er, and all things done, 


Save the laſt act of this great deed begun, 


TELEMACHUS 
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TELEMACHvUsS and MENTor pierce the wood 
That its large ſhade projecting, near them ſtogd. 
Arriving, and from ſight ſafe ſhrouded there, 
TELEMACHUus beholds his friend's late air 
Another form put on, and take the glow 

Of youth, inſtead of age's tottering ſhow. 

The deep indented ſcars produc'd by time, 


Thoſe wrinkles, that when men have paſs'd their prime 750 


Each forehead harrow up, now diſappear, 

As when AuRORA drives Night's ſhadows drear ; 
And putting forth her roſy-finger'd hand, 
Illuminates with day the eaſtern land. 

His hollow looking eyes aſſume a hue 

Far different, a deep bright celeſtial blue; 

And from their orbs ſent forth, a living flame, 
Which to deſcribe no tongue can language frame, 
A nobleneſs of form, ſhape, air, and face, 
Benignity, mild ſweetneſs, native grace, 

And all things that can take man's raviſh'd ſight, 


Charm the young Greek with rays divinely bright. 


His features a ſoft virgin's now aſſume, 
Unſpeakably adorn'd with beauty's bloom : 
Caducity thrown off, a youthful prime 

Safe from the power of all conſuming time, 
Embelliſhes the Fair, whoſe robes diſpenſe 

A perfume that tranſports the GRERCIAx's ſenſe, 
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A perfume not like earth's ; but purg'd and pure, 

Such as diſpenſing from his golden ewer, 770 
Jove ſcatters round to fill with odours rare, 

Heaven, and the ſpacious fields of glory there. 

Her garments of bright hue exceed the glow 

Of ether, when day dawns upriſing flow, 

And from Tirnoxus' lap, the power unbound, 

Gilds the wide concave of OLyMevs round. 

She treads not the groſs earth, but glides along 

Like Jue1TER's own bird, on pinions ſtrong : 

Her terribly bright lance aloft diſplays, 

A glory that exceeds the god of Day's, 780 
Her terribly bright lance, whoſe fight can make 

Proud tyrants on their throne with terror ſhake. 

Soft, evenly repreſs'd, and ſweetly clear, 

But utter'd leſs to charm the liſtening ear, 

Than the mind's wonder raiſe, her accents roll, 


And with their influence penetrate the ſoul. 

The bird that haunts by night Ar HÆKNE's ſhade, 

Sat on her caſque, in Wisbom's garb array'd, 

While the large Egrs, Jove's refulgent ſhield, | 
Her ſacred breaſt half' hid, and half reveal'd. 790 
The immortal Fair ſhone forth. Urvysses* ſon 

Fell proſtrate and ador'd, then thus begun : 
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* AND can it then be you, auſpicious Mai, 
Thus in your own bright form at length diſplay'd, 
Say, can it be yourſelf, whoſe heav'nly power, 


Shielding ſo oft the fire in danger's hour, 

His offspring has thus deign'd to lead along, 

* Through paths beſet with ills, a hydra throng,'— 

He ſaid, and would to this have added more, 

But from above impreſs'd, the taſk gave o'er ; 300 
For filling his whole heart, the Form divine 

Sunk him to earth, enraptur'd and ſupine. 

Like one, who, while the world lies huſh'd by night, 

And viſionary forms delude men's ſight, 

Abſorb'd in empty. dreams that break man's reſt, 

And grievouſly weigh down the troubled breaſt, 

Breathes difficultly ſhort, and ſtrives in vain 

With his ſore labouring lips to vent the ſtrain. 

Thus, of Minerva full, the Grecian lay, 
Proſtrate, and in ſtrong trance diſſolv'd away; 810 
Till with her cheering hand, the Form confeſs'd, 

Rais'd him, and thus benignantly addreſs'd : _ 


* TELEMACHUS, be dumb; ſpeak not, but hear 
For the laſt time, what reſts with holy fear. 
* Your father not except has PALLAs none, 


Led like yourſelf, from human parents ſprung. 
| 3P | «* Screen'd 
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* Screen'd by her guardian pow'r, and render'd ſtrong 

When the world's ills came round you in a throng, 

«* Securely have you paſs'd through ſtormy ſeas, 

* Such as the braveſt heart's life-blood might freeze ; 820 
Through deſerts, and o'er wide extended ſands, 

* Through conteſts fiercely wag'd by hoſtile bands, 

And through the gloom of EREBUS below, 

Where tyrant-monarchs groan oppreſs'd with woe. 

* Your faults not leſs than ſore affliction's weight 

Have taught you how to ſhun their doleful ſtate ; 


For where is to be found that fng/e man 

* Enabled to bear rule on Wiſdom's plan, 

Who never in life's courſe affliction knew, 

Nor from his follies paſt inſtruction drew? 830 
« Earth's kingdoms have been witneſs to your woes, 

Not leſs than to thoſe griefs your fire ſtill knows: 

* And now, beloved ſon, yes, now, at length, 

* MinERvaA, who has prov'd your worth and ſtrength, 

* Pronounces your deſert the prize to ſhare, 

« Deign'd you as a reward for all paſt care. 

* Purſuing then your fire, away in haſte ; 

Launch forth, and ſafely cleaye the watery waſte. 

To ITHaca is ſhort the paſſage o'er, 

* And ſoon will you both gain your native ſhore. 840 
* Your efforts to ſubdue the ſuitors join, 

„Sunk as they are to beaſts with luſt and wine. 


© ANTIOPE, 
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* ANTIOPE, by no proud notions ſway'd, 

Fruit of that homage to vain beauty paid, 

* Her fire, by your's induc'd, ſhall gladly give, 

* And in bleſs'd wedlock both of you long live. 
When you are on the throne, remember then 

* That you bear rule, not o'er brute beaſts, but men : 
* And ſtudy to bring back that age of gold, 

* Blefling the ſpacious world in days now old. 850 
« Hear all; yet, while you hear, not all believe ; 

* So with leſs eaſe, ſhall ſelfiſh: men deceive. 

* Love thoſe that your paternal rule confeſs, 


* Nor being great, your duty think it leſs 

* Thoſe to reward with friendly deeds in turn, 

* Whoſe breaſts in your behalf with ardour burn. 
Severity exert when kindneſs fails; 

And let them fear with whom no love avails. 

* All conſequences weigh with heedful note, 
* Though from their cauſes they may lie remote. $60 
* And in your enterprizes know, that hey 

Who in their boſoms feel true courage ſway, 
With apprehenſive eye and cautious dread 

* Poiſe all things, ere in danger's path they tread. 

« Effeminacy flee; faſtidious ſhow ; 


* And luxury in meats, to health a foe ; 


The concourſe of arm'd guards about you ſcorn ; 
* And let thoſe deeds defend you, that adorn. 
| 3P 2 Forget 
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* Forget not that good kings, with horror, ſhun 

The inhuman thought of MILLIOxS BORN FOR ONE ; 

* And reign not to eſtabliſh their own name, 

* But render thoſe they govern great in fame. 

* Remembering too therewith, that all the good 

* Thoſe ſubſtitutes of heaven diſcharge, or ſhould, 

Its benefits hands down; while all the ill 

* Sprung from their negligence not leſs than will, 

* With aggrandizement, like a ball of ſnow, 

« Down to the lateſt times is ſure to flow. 

But ſtill, beloved fon, much more than all, 

If happy you reſpire, or plung'd in thrall, 

Worſhip the gods; that veneration count, 

The pinnacle to which man's bliſs can mount z 

Since they, who in their breaſts thoſe gods revere, 
And cheriſh there that beſt, that holy fear, 

Find with it real peace, and pleaſures pure, 

« Truth, rectitude, life's joys from change ſecure, 

Sweet freedom, and till death an even lot, 

With late ſurviving fame that knows no blot. 


* Lo PaLLas, quitting now her wonted care, 
« Leaves the abode where men draw vital air. 
She leaves you: yet not wholly ſo; for till 
_ « Inſpiring, will ſhe ſave you from all ill. 
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And her inſtructive wiſdom never fail, 

If in your heart the maxim ſtill prevail 

That you can do no good without her aid, 
Maxim not ſuiting men by folly ſway'd. 

Tis fitting that your ſtrength the world now know ; 
And through life's path your footſteps boldly go. 
When bondage was your lot in EcyeT's wilds, 
And when the aſſociate hoſt obſerv'd your toils, 
Both times I quitted you to this ſole end; 

As from them, their loy'd fondling, matrons ſend, 
Conſenting for a few ſhort days to part, 

Though in the anguiſh of a bleeding heart; 
When ſtronger as it grows, the milky juice 

Late miniſter'd, ſoon loſes half its uſe, 

And aliments in lieu, of ſolid kind, 

The tender infant's joints more firmly bind.” 


SHE ſaid, and diiappear'd. A cloud, whoſe hue 


Look'd like heaven's deep refulgent noon-tide blue 


Skirted with radiant gold, on all ſides round 


Envelloping, upbore her from the ground. 


Griev'd, yet to heav'n reſign'd, ULyssEes' ſon 


With fervour, that gave language to his tongue, 


Once more down falling proſtrate on the ground, 


Worſhipp'd the Power in glory's grandeur crown'd, 
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But who had deign'd to leave the bright abode, 


And be his guide and guardian through life's road: 


Then riſing, to his partners gave the word, 
Which, all at once awak'd, his partners heard, 
Climb'd inſtantly the bark, bade every hand 
Join in the common work to looſe from land, 
Obtain'd the proſperous winds in happy time, 
Reach'd at the dead of night his native clime, 
And there ULyssEs found, but juſt before 
Safe treading, as was propheſied, the ſhore. - 
Already the great chief withdrawn from view, 
Sat pondering on the inſidious ſuitor- crew; 
In his providing ſpirit, plann'd their fate; 
And ſhelter'd by Eumzas' friendly gate, 


Doom'd them in vengeance to ſtern PLuTo's ſtate. 


END OF BOOK XXIV, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Ir this Poſtſcript is to be reſumed the ſubject of the Preface, and an 
account given of the alterations which the Tranſlator of Telemachus has 
preſumed to make in the remainder of his original. 


BOOK XIIL 


Verſe 239. Let us inſtead—] Here follows an enumeration of the 
ſtatutes, &c. made by Mentor for the future government of Jdomenenus's 
kingdom. The reader will find many curtailments in the tranſlation, to 
the concluſion of the book; for the viſit paid by Mentor to the ſhops of 
merchants, and to the public quays, wharfs, &c. could not ſo well be 
told in numbers, as M. Fenelon has repreſented it in proſe. 


BOOK XIV. 


Verſe 494. —that tyrant which you firſt ſhould go to quell.) Here is a 
conſiderable deviation from the author, and this deviation is adverted to 
in the preceding Book, verſe 131. The Tranſlator ſends Philocles to the 
army, where Telemachus has a command, that by his knowledge he may 
benefit the youthful chief; whereas in the original, he comes to Salentun : 
therefore is the whole affair of Phzlocles an excreſcence, having in reality 
nothing to do with the buſineſs of the Poem: but the Tranſlator appre- 
hends, that by ſuch diſpoſition of the Samian, as he has made, the ob- 
jection does not exiſt ; for now, his hiſtory ſprings out of the action, and 
returns into it again, as all thoſe who are acquainted with the rules of 
Epic Poetry, know it ſhould do. 


Verſe 627. Thus while the bark—] From this place to the concluſion 
of the Book, the matter is quite new. | | 


Verſe 795. —This holds them now at odds. | A preparatory intimation 
of the conteſt ſubſiſting between Phalantus and Telemachus, as repreſented 
in the ſixteenth Book. 


Verſe 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Verſe 881. But Philo#etes flirove the tear io hide.) The narration of 
Philocles could not, in the Tranſlator's idea, but afford an excellent op- 
portunity for Philoctetes to relate his ſufferings in Lemnos, which in the 
original, it muſt be acknowledged, 1s rather abruptly introduced. 


BOOK XVI. 


Verſe 127. Whom after a due pauſe—] The conteſt between Phalantus 
and Telemachus is 1old in the original: The Tranſlator thought that if ex- 
hibited in a&70n, it might better keep up the life of the Author's Poem. 


BOOK XIX. 


Verſe 939. —whoſe long toſt pro.] The Tranſlator here puts a obey 
intimation into the mouth of Arceſius; for in the twenty-fourth Book, M. 
Fenelon makes the young heroe enquire of certain mariners, whether they 
had not ſeen Ulyſſes at the Pheacian court: but throughout the whole pre- 
ceding part, not a ſyllable is mentioned to authorize the queſtion. 


BOOK XX. 


Verſe 373. I think it meet.) Here is a trifling deviation from the 
original, in which Dion is ſent back as a traitor : but does not M. Fenelon 
carry the juſtice of his Grecian heroes too far? and ſhould not the reſent- 
ment of an unhappy huſband, torn from a beautiful wife, rather have 
claimed their pity and protection? 


BOOK XXIV. 

Verſe 173. FJ lately a brave chief—] This queſtion is in conſequence 
of the words of Arcęſius. M. Fenelon ſays: «© Immediately he enquires of 
e the firſt man he meets with, if he had not ſeen Uly/es in the palace of 
« king Alcinoiis.” And yet, after this queſtion, which ſuppoſes Telemachus 
to have known from what port the veſſel came, the Author makes him 


ignorant of it, by putting the following into his mouth: « He addreſſes 
an old man, aſking whence he came, &c.” 0 
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